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Stats  of  New-Yquc,  ? 

I  certify  the  preceding  to  be  a  correct  list  of  tlie  names  of  the 
Members  of  Assembly  dected  in  this  State  at  the  general  election 
held  in  the  month  of  November,  I860,  and  of  the  counties  and  As- 
sembly Districts  in  which  they  were  elected,  according  to  the  olScial 
returns  receiyed  fix>m  the  county  clerks  respectively. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  of  office,  at  the  city  of 
[l.  8. j  Albany,  the  twelfth  day  of  December,  in  the  year 

of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty. 
CHRISTOPHER  MORGAN, 

Swretary  of  State. 
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ANN0AL  MESSAGE  OF  THE  GOVERNOR. 

Mlaw-cUizens  of  the  Senate  and  the  Assembly: 

In  taking  a  general  survey  of  the  condition  of  the  Common- 
wealth, whose  interests  have  been  eatrusted  to  ypur  charge  by  ft, 
confiding  people,  we  witness  the  most  gratifying  evidences  of 
pnblic  prosperity.  It  is  impossible  to  contemplate  the  varied 
blessings  which  have  fallen  to  our  lot,  as  a  people,  without 
emotions  of  fervjent  gratitude  to  the  Supreme  Being,  who§e  be- 
nignant favor  has  protected  and  sustained  us  through  all  past, 
vicissitudes. 

Tho  State  continues  to  advance  with  august  strides  on  its  up- 
ward mission  of  freedom  and  civilization.  The  republican  in** 
stitutions  reared  by  our  ancestor^,  and  preserved  in  full  vigor  by 
the  enlightened  vigilance  of  the  people,  have  been  vindicated  by 
experience,  as  the  system  of  government  most  favorable  to  the 
dignity  and  happiness  of  the  l^uman  race.  Some  of  those  insti- 
tutions were  reformed  and  liberalized  by  ow^  i^ew  Constitution. 
Political  power  yras  brought  nearer  the  people,  by  investing  them 
with  the  direct  choice  of  their  judicial  and  administrative  agentS| 
and  it  is  a  source  of  high  felicitation  that  the  successfld  result  of 
this  mrg^nie  change  has  furnished  fresh  proof  of  the  capacity  of 
our  eitiaens  fi>r  aa  intelligent  discharge  of  the  responsibilities  of 
felf-goTernment. 

[Assembly,  No.  2.]  1 
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At  no  former  period  in  our  history  have  the  affairs  of  the 
State  presented  a  more  encouraging  aspect.  The  year  which 
has  recently  closed  was  peculiarly  prosperous  and  auspiciouSi 
The  pestilence  which  visited  our  cities  the  previous  year,  and 
which  continues  its  desolating  ravages  on  some  portions  of 
the  continent  disappeared  beyond  our  borders,  and  was  fol- 
lowed by  a  season  of  unexampled  public  health.  The  earth 
yielded  an  unusual  abundance  to  remunerate  the  toil  of  its  cul- 
tivators, and  industry  in  other  forms,  including  many  branches 
of  trade  and  manu&ctures,  found  active  and  profitable  employ- 
ment. With  our  rapid  progress  in  wealth  and  population,  it  is 
gratifying  to  observe  the  constant  advancement  of  our  people  in 
moral  and  intellectual  improvement.  The  wider  dissemination 
of  knowledge  among  the  masses,  the  influences  shed  abroad  by 
our  seminaries  of  learning,  the  constant  increase  of  religious  and 
benevolent  institutions  for  the  alleviation  of  human  sorrows,  the 
peaceful  conquests  of  invention  and  the  arts,  all  tend  to  elevate 
the  condition  of  society  and  to  strengthen  the  foundations  of 
popular  government.  These  genial  influences,  combining  to 
augment  the  happiness  and  exalt  the  character  of  the  State,  have 
been  cherished  by  the  liberal  spirit  of  past  legislation ;  and  I 
cannot  too  earnestly  commend  the  enlightened  action  of  your 
predecessors,  in  this  regard,  and  especially  in  seconding  the  ef- 
forts of  humane  indinduals  to  improve  the  moral  and  physical 
condition  of  the  unfortunate  and  the  humble,  as  an  example 
worthy  of  your  emulation. 

It  affords  me  much  satisfaction  to  congratulate  you  on  the 
sound  and  healthful  condition  of  our  State  finances.  It  became 
my  duty  before  retiring  from  the  office  of  Comptroller,  to  pre- 
pare an  aimual  report  exhibiting  the  condition  of  the  Treasury, 
and  of  the  several  funds  at  the  close  of  the  last  fiscal  year,  to 
which,  with  the  suggestions  therein  contained,  I  would  respect- 
fully invite  your  attention. 

It  appears  that  after  meeting  all  the  appropriations  payable 
during  the  last  fiscal  year,  fiwm  the  ordinary  revenues,  there  re- 
mained a  balance  in  the  General  Fund  at  the  close  of  the  year, 
of  $54,521 .28! 
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It  is  estimated  that  the  receipts  of  the  current  year,  from  or- 
dinary sources,  vill  be  sufficient  to  defray  all  the  usual  expenses 
of  the  State,  and  that  the  resources  of  the  General  Fund,  as  now 
established,  will  be  found  sufficient  at  all  times  for  the  support 
of  the  government  without  an  increase  of  debt  or  taxation. 
There  is  an  evident  necessity,  however,  for  economy  in  the 
expenditures ;  and  I  trust  you  will  feel  the  importance  of  keep- 
ing the  appropriations  within  the  reliable  means  of  the  trea- 
sury. In  addition  to  the  ordinary  current  revenues,  the  Comp- 
troller's report  exhibits  certain  balances  due  to  the  General 
Fond  from  arrears  of  taxes  and  other  sources^  from  which 
it  is  believed  the  treasury  will  realize  over  $350,000  within 
the  ensuing  two  years.  It  is  with  special  refeiience  to  this 
reeouaree  that  I  deem  it  expedient  in  the  present  communi- 
catipH  to  recommend  some  appropriations  for  new  institutions 
and  improvements,  which  are  conceived  to  be  essmtial  to  the 
public  wel&fe. 

The  a^regate  amount  of  the  State  debt,  on  the  30th  day  of 
September  last,  was  as  follows : — 

Canal  debt, $16,171,109  16 

General  Fund  debtj 6,359,693  32 

#22,530,802  4a 


€xelusive  of  the  stock  loaned  by  the  State  to  certain  railroad 
eoiporations.  It  will  appear  from  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mission's of  the  Canal  Fund,  that  the  operations  of  the  Sink- 
img  Fund  are  steadily  reducing  the  canal  debt.  The  appli- 
cation of  the  canal  revenues  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the 
State  constitution,  will  discharge  the  entire  State  debt  now  ex- 
Istiiig,  in  the  year  1868. 

Our  canals  continue  to  yield  a  rich  return.  The  amount  re- 
ceived for  canal  tolls,  including  interest,  rents,  &c.,  during  th6 
last  fiscal  year,  was  $3,486,172.30,  being  a  small  increase  upon 
the  receipts  of  the  preceding  year.      After  paying  all  the 
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expenses  of  svperiiiteiuieiiee,  collection  and  xepair^,  wd 
|1;S50^Q0  into  the  Sinking  Funds  and  the  Creoeral  Fund,  a  snr*- 
plus  remained  from  the  Wenues  of  the  last  fiscal  year  of  (800^- 
iOSAOy  i^plicable  to  the  completion  of  the  Slack  River  and  Ge- 
nesee Valley  canals,  and  the  enlai^ement  of  the  Erie  canal. 

Previous  to  the  last  season  of  navigation,  a  considerable  reduc- 
tion was  made  by  the  Canal  Board  in  the  rates  of  toll  on  certam 
leading  articles  of  transportation.  Opinions  will  probably  differ 
^  to  the  precise  effect  of  this  reduction  upon  the  trade  and  in-' 
come  of  the  canals ;  but  it  is  generally  believed  that  it  attracted 
additional  tonnage  sufficient  to  equalize  the  diminution  of  re- 
venue. 

Serious  appjpehcfnsions  are  entertained  tbat  the  laritde  at  Om 
Erie  canal  will  foe  impaired  by  the  competitton  of  x#ilroa49  wA 
other  rival  avenues  in  and  out  of  the  State,  unless  early  ^nd  ef* 
fectually  measures  are  adopted  to  cheapen  the  exp^Oise  of  caoal 
transportation.  It  is  conceded  on  all  hands  that  no  material  re- 
fluetiqn  can  be  made  in  the  cost  of  oanal  freigjht. without  reduc- 
ing the  rates  of  toll,  until  the  enlargement  of  the  Erie  caml  diali 
eoable  our  forwarders  to  increase  the  capacity  of  their  boats. 
This  important  object  will  be  attained  in  a  partial  degree  by  the 
completion  of  the  new  locks,  on  the  enlarged  plan.  The  reeon- 
structioa  and  enlargement  of  these  structures  has  been  nearly 
perfected,  and  new  locks  on  the  large  scale  will  be  brought  into 
use  on  the  entire  line  of  the  Erie  canal  at  the  opening  of  naviga- 
tion the  coming  season,  with  the  exception  of  five  which  are 
located  a^  points  where  the  route  of  the  canal  is  to  be  chaxiged. 
These  c^n^ot  be  reconatructed  and  made  available  without  the 
9i«iultai^eou9  construction  of  several  miles  of  new  channel^  esti- 
mated to  oost  over  a  million  of  dollars.  But  it  is  proposed  to 
lengthen  the  old  locks  at  these  points,  by  temporary  structures 
in  such  manner  that  the  entire  canal  may  be  navigated  by  boats 
having  an  additional  length  of  28  &et  as  compared  with  those 
now  in  use.  It  is  not  to  be  disguised,  however,  that  the  enlarge- 
ment of  the  locks  renders  a  corresponding  enlargement  of  the 
aeQtioQS  more  necessaiy  than  before. 
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The  quantity  of  water  required  for  passing  boats  Is  greatly  lii- 
neased  by  the  enlarged  size  of  tlie  new  locks.  It  is  foutid  ex- 
tremely difficult,  and  in  some  cases  Impossible,  to  force  the  ne- 
tessaiy  supply  f(Mr  this  purpose  through  the  narrow  chftonelof 
tte  old  canal.  Much  difficulty  and  embarrassment  w^reexp^ 
rienced  from  this  fact,  during  the  lastseason  of  navigation.  Noi- 
withstaoding  the  vigorous  efforts  of  the  Commissioners  and  their 
^bordinates,  it  was  found  impracticable  to  sustain  the  necessary 
height  of  water  on  some  of  the  long  levels,  afid  it  resulted  that 
boats  were  frequently  grounded  and  the  navigators  were  sul^ect* 
ed  to  hijurious  delays,  vexation  and  e^^ense.  There  is  no  rea- 
rai  to  believe  that  this  embarrassment  will  continue  to  increase 
inm  year  to  year,  until  the  enlargement  of  the  entire  canal  shall 
have  b^ea  completed. 

How  far  the  descending  tonnage  can  be  increased,  while  the 
canal  retains  its  present  limited  dimensions,  is  a,  question  which 
gives  rise  to  some  diversity  of  opinion.  All  admit  that  we  have 
approached  very  near  the  maximum  capacity  of  the  old  canal,  du- 
m%  the  spring  and  autumn  months.  That  a  large  increase  in 
the  amount  of  tonnage,  adequate  to  the  rapid  growth  of  our  trade 
is  practicable  in  the  present  condition  of  our  canal  navigation, 
cannot  safely  be  assumed. 

The  future  policy  of  the  State  in  reference  to  the  Erie  canal 
and  its  enlargement,  forms  one  of  the  most  important  and  diffi- 
cult subjects  which  will  occupy  the  attention  of  the  Legislature. 
I  must  ask  you  to  entex  upon  its  consideration  with  an  enlight- 
ened appreciation  of  the  momentous  interests  involved  in  your 
deliberatiQiis,  and  with  an  earnest  purpose  to  adopt  a  line  of  ac- 
tion worthy  of  the  past  triumphs  of  the  State  in  the  consumma- 
tioQ  of  great  designs,  and  in  some  degree  commensurate  with  its 
present  power  and  its  future  destiny.  It  is  difficult  to  form  an 
adequate  estimate  of  the  beneJGLts  so  vast  and  varied  as  our  people 
have  derived  from  the  original  construction  of  a  waiter  commtt- 
nication  connecting  the  Atlantic  with  the  western  lakes.  The 
effects  of  this  great  work  upon  the  wealth,  prosperity  and  ad- 
vancement of  the  State^  surpassed  the  most  ardent  anticipations 
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of  its  early  adFocates.  It  has  doubled  the  trade  and  population 
of  our  great  commercial  emporium ;  and  if  we  but  emulate  the 
atatesmanshipof  its  authors  by  adequately  increasing  its  facili- 
ties, it  is  destined  to  pour  into  our  lap,  during  all  luture  time, 
a  stream  of  tribute  rich  and  inexhaustable  beyond  any  example 
in  history,  ancient  or  modem. 

If  we  are  not  wanting  in  the  wisdom  and  sagacity  required  fo 
perpetuate  the  advantages  so  happily  secured,  no  rival  efforts 
can  deprive  us  of  our  constantly  growing  commerce  with  the 
fertile  States  bordering  on  the  great  lakes  and  the  upper  Missis- 
sippi. Limiting  our  view  to  the  beneficial  results  of  the  Erie 
canal,  within  our  own  borders,  we  witness  the  creation  of  flour- 
ishing towns,  the  growth  of  cities ;  the  conversion  of  vast  forests 
into  fruitful  fields,  the  abode  of  a  happy  and  virtuous  yeoman- 
ry ;  the  profitable  employment  of  enterprise  and  industry  in 
every  form  of  production ;  and  the  consequent  addition  of  hun- 
dreds of  millions  in  value  to  the  property  of  our  citizens.  It 
seems  impossible  that  the  people  should  forget  the  source  of 
blessings  like  these,  or  neglect  the  means  necessary  for  their 
preservation.  In  less  than  ten  years  after  the  completion  of  the 
canal,  its  revenues  having  returned  to  the  treasury  the  entire 
cost  of  its  construction.  It  was  seen  that  an  increased  capacity 
must  soon  be  given  to  it  to  accommodate  the  internal  commerce, 
of  which  it  was  the  outlet* 

It  is  near  sixteen  years  since  the  Legislature  of  1835,  after 
mature  deliberation,  determined  to  enter  upon  the  enlargement 
of  the  Erie  canal.    I  do  not  propose  to  review  or  discuss  the 
changing  policy  which  has  retarded  the  prosecution  of  the  un- 
dertaking.   Our  responsibilities  relate  to  the  present  condition 
and  future  welfare  of  the  State,  rather  than  to  past  events  which 
belong  to  the  province  of  the  historian.    Since  the  work  of  en- 
largement was  commenced  we  have  expended  upon  it  the  sum 
of  $15,990,443.81.    Some  of  the  great  objects  of  this  expenditure 
oannot  be  fully  realized  until  the  work  is  completed.    In  the 
meantime  the  annual  loss  of  interest  on  the  amount  invested  at 
six  per  cent  is  over  one  million  of  dollars,  to  which  must  be 
ad4ed  an  annual  loss  of  at  least  another  million  in  the  needless 
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cost  of  transportatloii,  which  would  have  been  saved  bj  the  com- 
pletion of  the  enlargement;  and  these  imnecessarj  sacrifices 
must  increase^  from  year  to  year,  with  the  tardy  progress  of  the 
expenditure.  The  amount  already  lost  under  these  heads  can- 
not be  less  than  ten  or  fifteen  millions.  The  question  &en 
arises,  how  much  longer  shall  this  be  borne? 

According  to  the  most  recent  estimates  of  the  Engineer  De- 
partment, it  will  require  eleven  millions  of  dollars  to  finish  the 
enlargement  of  the  £rie  canal,  and  $1,165,000  to  complete  the 
Genesee  Valley  and  Black  River  canals.  If  we  assume  that  the 
canal  revenues,  after  paying  the  yearly  contributions  to  the 
General  Fund  and  the  Sinking  Funds  required  by  the  C!onstita- 
tion,  will  continue  to  yield  a  net  surplus  of  $800,000  per  annum, 
it  follows  that  the  completion  of  this  great  undertaking,  so  ur- 
gently demanded  by  every  consideration  of  public  policy,  must 
be  postponed  until  the  year  1866.  A  net  revenue  of  $1,000,000 
per  annum  would  efiect  the  same  object  in  1863. 

An  important  question  is  presented  to  the  consideration  of  the 
people  and  their  representatives,  whether  the  consummation  of 
the  work  shall  be  deferred  for  this  long  series  of  years,  or 
whether  some  judicious  and  practical  plan  shall  be  adopted  to 
ensure  its  completion  at  the  earliest  period  consistent  with 
economy  of  expenditure  and  the  due  preservation  of  the  public 
credit. 

As  an  original  question,  free  from  the  embarrassments 
which  have  been  thrown  around  it  by  the  financial  provisions  of 
the  Constitution,  the  path  of  interest  and  dutjt  would  be  too 
plain  to  admit  of  hesitation.  Under  the  guidance  of  Clinton 
and  his  compeers,  the  Erie  canal  was  constructed  in  a  period  of 
less  than  eight  years,  in  the  &ce  of  formidable  obstacles,  in  defi- 
ance of  a  powerful  opposition,  and  amid  the  doubts  and  em- 
barrassments always  attendant  upon  a  bold  and  untried  experi- 
ment Genius  and  energy  triumphed  over  every  difiiculty. 
This  grand  result  was  achieved  at  a  time  when  the  State  was 
comparatively  feeble  in  resources.  Since  that  day  our  popula- 
tion has  advanced  to  upwards  of  three  millions,  and  the  wealth 
of  the  community  has  been  multiplied  more  than  four-fold« 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


It  is  indeed  remarkably  after  an  experieiiee  like  onrs,  tbat 
any  portion  of  our  people  should  deem  it  wise  or  neceasaiy  to 
occupy  a  quarter  t>f  a  century  in  enlarging  and  perfecting  a  worit^ 
which  was  constructed  originally  under  circumstances  fiur  more 
difficult)  in  less  tiian  one-third  of  that  period.  It  belcomes 
necessary  in  our  deliberations  on  this  subject,  to  consider  tiie 
effect  and  operation  of  the  financial  provisions  embodied  in  the 
Constitution  of  1846. 

Not  only  are  a  large  poortion  of  the  canal  revenues  specifically 
set  apart  for  the  payment  of  the  existing  diebi,  but  the  power  6f 
'the  Legislature  to  create  new  liabilities  (beyond  $1,000,060)  is 
yirtuaily  annulled.  The^  (^institutional  provisions  are  the 
si^reme  law,  and  must  be  observe  with  serupolouiB  ftdeUt^. 
Although  their  operation  may  thwart  or  defeat  objects  of  the 
.highest  publie  concern,  so  long  as  they  r^nain  in  fi>rce^they  are 
,not  to  be  evaded  or  disregarded. 

It  is  important  therefore  to  enquire  whether  by  any  and  what 
safe  means,  consistent  with  the  constitutional  restrictions  referred 
to,  the  early  completion  of  the  enlargement  may  be  ensured? 
Three  distinct  modes  have  been  suggested  fo^  the  attainment  of 
.  this  object,  each  of  which  will  doubtless  receive  your  eareftll 
consideration.  By  the  first  it  is  proposed  to  obtain  the  neces- 
sary funds  by  an  issue  of  <^rtificates  transferring  in  advance, 
for  a  sufficient  series  of  years,  that  portion  of  the  canal  reve- 
nues which  is  devoted  by  the  Constitution  to  the  enlargement 
of  the  Erie  canal.  That  it  is  within  the  competency  of  the  Le- 
gislature to  dispose  of  this  part,  of  the  tolls,  in  the  manner  indi- 
cated, is  confidently  asserted  by  some  of  our  ablest  jurists.  It  is 
obvious,  however,  that  an  absolute  sale  of  the  revenues,  at  the  risk 
of  the  purchaser,  without  recourse  to  the.  State,  is  the  only  mode 
by  Which  they  can  be  realized  in  anticipation,  without  a  violation 
df  the  provisioh  restraining  the  creation  of  a  new  debt.  A  mere 
]^edge  of  revenues,  as  a  security  for  moneys  advanced  on  them, 
would  constitute  a  debt  against  the  State,  in  a  new  and  unusual 
« form.  An  Unconditional  transfer  of  the  future  tolls  involves 
practical  difficulties  which  dannot  be  disregarded. 
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It  may  be  donbted  whrthet  the  necessary  advances  could  be 
obtained  on  this  basis^  on  ierma  satisfactory  to  the  State.  Capl- 
tdists  uroiild  naturally  reqtdre  either  the  ultimate  guarantee  of 
the  State  that  the  revenues  shall  prove  adequate,  or  a  stipulation 
that  the  rates  of  toll  shall  not  be  reduced  below  a  certain  scale. 
The  first  of  these  conditions  is  iiieotnpatible  with  the  Constitu- 
tion;  the  second  is  subject  to  serious  if  not  conclusive  objections. 
Important  considerations  of  policy  would  dictate  that  the  un- 
qualified power  of  regulating  the  tolls  should  continue  to  reside 
in  the  Canal  Board. 

The  next  plan  to  be  considered  is  the  authorization  of  a  loan 
under  the  12th  section  of  the  financial  article.  Before  a  law  for 
this  purpose  could  take  effect  it  must  be  submitted  to  the  people 
for  their  ratification ;  and  the  Constitution  requires  that  every 
such  law  "  shall  provide  for  the  collection  of  a  direct  annual  tax 
to  pay  the  interest  on  the  debt  as  it  falls  due." 

No  sufficient  reason,  founded  in  equity  or  expediency,  can  be 
assi^ed  for  the  imposition  of  a  direct  tax  upon  the  State  at  large 
to  pay  interest  on  any  portion  of  the  cost  of  the  enlargement, 
when  the  canal  revenues  are  fully  adequate  to  that  object. 
Whilst  all  sections  of  the  State  are  interested  in  the  early  con- 
stimmation  of  the  work,  and  will  derive  large  benefits  from  the 
increased  revenues  which  it  will  yield,  a  direct  tax  would  ope- 
rate unequally  and  unjustly,  and  would  be  unacceptable  to  the 
counties  remote  fifom  the  line  of  the  improvement. 

The  third  and  last  resort,  is  an  amendmefnt  of  the  Constitution 
in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  instrument  itself. 

Whatever  diversity  of  opinion  may  exist  in  regard  to  the  wis- 
dom of  the  policy  which  governed  the  convention  of  1846  in  this 
reelect,  I  cannot  doubt  that  a  large  majority  of  our  citizens  of 
all  parties,  in  view  of  the  steadily  increasing  revenueis  of  the 
canal  would  now  unite  in  conferring  upon  the  Legislature  the 
necessary  authority  to  create  a  loan  of  seven  or  eight  millions  on 
a  pledge  of  the  surplus  revenues,  for  the  early  completion  of  the 
enkugenxent.     The  proposition  to  be  submitted  for  this  purpose 
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should  include  a  piovision  requiring  an  additional  contribution 
from  the  canal  revenues  to  the  Sinking  Fund,  sufficient  for  the 
payment  of  interest  on  the  new  loan,  and  eventual  reimburse^ 
ment  of  the  principal.  To  give  effSect  to  the  amendment  under 
consideration,  it  must  be  agreed  to  by  two  successive  Legisla- 
tures, and  then  approved  by  a  maionty  of  the  people. 

If  the  amendment  should  be  adopted  by  the  present  and  sue* 
ceedlng  Legislature,  and  then  sanctioned  by  the  people,  the  Leg- 
islature of  1853  would  be  enabled  to  create  the  loan,  and  the 
final  completion  of  the  enlargement  would  be  accomplished  be- 
fore the  opening  of  navigation  in  1856. 

I  am  aware  that  the  sentiment  of  our  people  is  adverse  to  the 
accumulation  of  a  large  public  debt,  and  none  will  deny  the 
propriety  of  exercising  such  precautions  as  are  needed  to  prevent 
the  imposition  of  heavy  taxes  on  the  present  or  future  genera- 
tions. It  is  believed,  however,  that  a  resort  to  the  public  credit 
for  means  to  expedite  the  enlargement  of  the  Erie  canal,  is  free 
from  the  objections  commonly  urged  against  an  increase  of  the 
State  debt.  Such  a  loan  would  expose  the  people  to  no  new  bur- 
thens. The  present  revenues  of  the  canal  are  sufficient  to  ensure 
the  discharge  of  the  new  liability,  and  of  our  existing  debt,  at  no 
distant  period.  It  has  been  shown  that  the  present  money  value 
of  the  canals,  adopting  the  average  revenues  of  the  last  five  years, 
is  equal  to  a  capital  of  |41, 967,414.50,  at  six  per  cent  interest. 
The  completion  of  the  work  for  which  the  loan  is  needed  will 
add  largely  to  the  financial  resources  of  the  treasury.  There  is 
a  wide  distinction  to  be  observed  between  debts  judiciously  made 
in  furtherance  of  trade  and  intercourse,  and  the  gigantic  debts 
which  weigh  down  the  people  in  most  of  the  European  nations. 
The  former  serve  to  develope  latent  resources  and  open  new 
fountains  of  wealth,  creating  the  revenues  required  for  their  ex- 
tinguishment, and  infusing  fresh  vigor  into  all  the  elements  of 
public  prosperity.  Widely  diflferent  is  the  influence  of  a  public 
debt,  originating  in  wars  of  ambition,  in  the  profligacy  of  courts, 
or  the  vanity  of  princes.  Expenditures  of  this  nature  yield  no 
return,  and  the  burthens  resulting  from  them  press  with  crush- 
ing force  upon  the  toiling  millions,  from  age  to  age.    I  entertain 
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a  Ann  eonviction  that  the  enlargement  of  the  canal  will  produce 
a  kige  increase  of  revenue,  furnishing  all  the  means  required  to 
pay  the  cost  of  the  work,  and  that  its  income,  after  paying  the 
debt,  will  ultimately  relieve  our  citizens  from  taxation  for  sup- 
port of  government,  and  at  the  same  time  yield  ample  fund  for 
the  support  of  education  and  the  prosecution  of  new  improve- 
ments. A  question  like  this,  so  eminently  practical,  and  surely 
within  the  comprehension  of  a  sagacious  population  like  ours, 
may  safely  be  left  to  their  own  intelligent  decision. 

The  funds  dedicated  to  the  support  of  education  are  in  a  flour- 
ishing condition.  The  capital  of  the  Common  School  Fund,  on 
the  30th  of  September  last,  was  $2,290,673.23— being  an  increase 
fiom  the  preceding  year  of  |47,1 90.87.  The  revenues  for  the 
last  fiscal  year  including  $165,000  from  the  Deposite  Fund,  was 
^,792.10.  The  increase  of  this  fund,  and  of  its  income,  will 
justify  you  in  increasing  the  amount  of  the  distribution  among 
the  ccnnmon  schools  from  |285,000  to  $300,000  per  annum. 

It  appears  fiom  the  latest  returns  to  the  Superintendent  of 
Common  Schools  that  there  are  in  the  State  11,397  schoordis- 
tiicts ;  that  the  whole  number  of  children  taught  therein,  in  the 
year  1849,  was  749,500,  of  all  ages;  and  that  the  whole  amount 
piid  for  teachers'  w^es  during  that  year  was  $1,322,696.24,  of 
which  $767,389.20  was  contributed  from  the  State  Treasury,  and 
nised  by  county  and  town  taxation. 

The  operations  of  the  act  of  1849,  establishing  free  schools, 
baye  not  produced  all  the  beneficial  effects,  nor  imparted,  the 
general  satis&ction  anticipated  by  the  friends  of  the  measure. 
It  has  been  the  policy  of  our  State,  from  an  early  period,  to 
promote  the  cause  of  popular  education  by  liberal  and  en- 
lightened l^islation.  A  munificent  fund  created  by  a  series  of 
measures,  all  aiming  at  the  same  great  result,  has  been  dedicated 
by  the  Constitution  to  the  support  of  common  schools,  and  the 
umiud  dividend  from  this  source  will  gradually  increase.  The 
duty  of  the  State  to  provide  suoh  means  and  facilities  as  will 
extend  to  all  its  children  the  blessings  of  education,  and  es- 
pecially to  confer  upon  the  poor  and  unfortunate  a  participation 
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In  tbe  benefits  of  our  ^mmon  solioold,  is  a  principle  which  haiB 
been  folly  jpeoognised  afnd  long  acted  upon  by  'the  Legislatui^ 
and  the  people* 

The  vote  of  1840,  in  favor  of  the  free  school  law,  and  the 
more  recent  vote  by  a  reduced  majority  against  its  repeal,  ought 
doubtless  to  be  regarded  as  a  re-affirmation  of  this  important 
principle,  but  not  of  the  provisions  of  the  bill,  leaving  it  inoum* 
bent  upon  the  Legislature,  in  the  exercise  of  a  sound  discretion, 
to  make  such  enactments  as  will  accomplish  the  general  design, 
without  injustice  to  any  of  ouar  citizens.  An  essential  change 
was  made  by  the  'law  under  consideration,  in  imposing  the  entity 
burthen  of  the  schools  upon  property,  in  the  form  of  a  ta<, 
"without  reference  to  the  direct  benefits  derived  by  the  tax  payer. 
The  provisions  of  the  act  fcr  carrying  this  plan  into  effect,  have 
produced  oppressive  inequalities  and  loud  complaints. 

In  some  districts  the  discontent  and  strife  attendant  upoh  these 
evils,  have  disturbed  the  harmony  of  society.  An  earnest  efibrt 
should  be  made  to  reconcile  differences  of  opijxion,  to  remedy  the 
grievances  arising  ttom  the  imperfect  operation  of  the  law,  and 
to  equalize  the  weight  of  taxation  by  such  pdnciples  of  justice 
and  equity  as  will  ensure  popular  sanction.  The  success  of  our 
Schools  must  depend,  in  a  great  degree,  upon  the  united  doiin* 
aels  and  friendly  co-operation  of  the  people  in  each  small  com- 
munity composing  a  district,  and  nothing  can  be  more  injurious 
to  the  system  of  common  school  education  than  feuds  and  conten- 
tions among  those  who  are  responsible  for  its  healthful  action 
and  preservation. 

It  cannot  be  doubted  that  all  property,  states,  whether  large 
or  small,  will  derive  important  advantages  from  the  universal  ed- 
ucatianof  the  people.  A  well  considered  system  which  shall 
ensure  to  the  children  of  all,  the  blessings  of  moral  and  intelleo- 
tual  culture,  will  plant  foundations,  broad  and  deep,  for  public 
and  private  virtue ;  and  its  effects  will  be  seen  in  the  diminu- 
tion of  vice  and  crime,  the  moio  general  practice  of  industry,  so- 
briety and  integrity,  conservative  and  enlightened  legislation  and 
universal  obedience  to  the  laws.  In  such  a  community  the 
rights  of  property  are  stable,  and  the  contributions  imposed  upon 
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kfoi  tbe  support  of  gavenuBeiit  tfe  essentially  lighlvpsd.  But 
leatatam  a  firm  eoniriatiou  that  tlie  pxesaat  kw  requires  a  tbo-' 
SNi||ii  tevisLcxn,  and  th«t  ian  entire  ehai)ge  in  the  mode  of  asoese- 
Qieat  is  indispensable. 

The  capital  of  the  Literature  Fund  oji  the  30th  of  September 
last  was  $272,880.12 ;  jfche  income  during  the  fiscal  year  was  |39^- 
112.40. 

j       The  capital  of  tiie  Uidled  States  ])q>osite  Fund  being  %ifil4,- 

I     520.71,  is  in  a  highly  productive  state,  having  gelded  an  In- 

«)me,  the  last  fiscal  year,  of  $260,228.04.    The  revenues  of  thi^^. 

fimd,  during  the  present  fiscal  year  will,  doubtless,  be  sufficient 

to  justify  the  usual  appropriatioi^s  in  support  of  colleges. 

These  were  omitted  by  the  last  Legislature  in  conse- 
quence of  appropriations  In  previous  years,  exceeding  the 
current  Incomes  on  which  they  were  charged.  It  is  worthy  of 
your  consideration  whether  the  new  collegiate  institutions  estab- 
lished within  the  fast  two  years  are  not  entitled  to  m  equitable 
participation  in  the  public  bounty.  The  higher  institutions  of 
learning  form  an  essential  part  of  our  system  of  education,  and 
they  present  strong  claims  to  patronage  and  encouragement. 
The  true  design  and  legitimate  effect  of  every  endowment 
conferred  upon  colleges  Is  to  cheapen  the  charges  for 
tuition,  and  thus  enable  many  who  have  not  been  fevered  by  the 
advantages  of  &rtune,  to  attain  the  honors  of  scholarship. 

The  allowance  of  |360  to  each  of  the  county  academies,  au- 
fiioiized  by  the  act  of  1849,  fo;*  the  education  of  common  school 
teachers,  has  produced  beneficial  results,  and  I  would  recom- 
mend a  renewal  of  the  appropriation. 

The  Normal  Scbpol  h^s  bem  adioM^fwed  with  abU^  mi  BMr 
ecM,  contributing  Jargely  to  the  progress  of  popular  edumtjoA^ 
ft  is  of  the  highest  importance  that  this  institution  should  pqAt 
tiiine  to  receive  an  ample  support. 

My  immediate  pi^edecessor,  in  each  of  his  annual  messages,  re- 
eommended  to  the  Le^slature  the  creation  of  an  institution  for  ^e 
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advancement  of  agricultural  science  and  of  knowledge  in  the 
Mechanic  Arts.  There  can  be  no  object  more  worthy  of  public 
&vor  than  the  encouragement  of  agriculture  and  the  intellectual 
improvement  of  the  husbandman.  The  cultivation  of  the  soil) 
the  primitive  pursuit  of  man  in  a  state  of  civilized  society,  and 
the  foundation  of  all  public  prosperity,  presents  the  highest  claim 
to  the  fostering  care  of  government.  As  the  agricultural  is 
more  numerous  than  all  other  classes  combined,  all  other  inter- 
ests depend  upon  its  healthful  progress  and  condition. 

In  connection  with  the  subject  under  consideration,  I  would 
respectfully  invite  your  attention  to  an  able  report  made  to  the 
lastXegislature  by  the  commissioners  appointed  to  mature  and 
report  a  plan  for  an  agricultural  collie  and  experimental  fiurm. 
It  cannot  be  doubted  that  an  institution  of  the  character  pro- 
posed would  promote  the  dissemination  of  agricultural  know- 
ledge and  elevate  the  condition  of  the  people.  In  its  formation 
I  would  recommend  an  additional  department  for  instruction  in 
the  mechanic  arts.  Identified  in  interest,  each  imparting 
strength  and  vigor  to  the  other,  the  agricultural  and  mechanical 
classes  combined  may  be  said  to  constitute  the  substantial  power 
and  greatness  of  the  commonwealth.  The  free  spirit  of  our  in* 
stitutions  and  the  incentives  to  effort  in  which  this  country 
abounds,  are  peculiarly  favorable  to  the  development  of  inven- 
tive genius  and  rapid  advances  in  the  useful  arts.  Our  unpar- 
alleled progress  may  be  attributed  in  no  small  degree  to  the  suc- 
cessful skill  of  our  artizans  in  originating  and  perfecting  the 
varied  improvements  which  increase  the  productiveness  of  labor 
in  most  branches  of  human  industry.  Yet  fSrom  the  nature  of 
their  pursuits  and  the  necessity  which  subjects  them  to  a  life  of 
toil,  too  many  of  our  youthful  mechanics  are  deprived  of  those 
means  of  intellectual  improvement  which  the  State  has  provided 
for  other  professions.  The  beneficial  effects  of  an  agricultural 
and  mechanical  school  will  not  be  limited  to  the  individuals  who 
may  participate  directly  in  its  privileges.  The  students  gradu- 
ating from  such  an  .institution,  elevated  in  character  by  moral 
and  intellectual  training,  and  endued  with  that  knowledge  of  the 
natural  laws  and  practical  sciences  which  unites  manual  labor 
with  the  highest  exercise  of  the  reasoning  feculties,  will  become 
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techers  in  their  tnin,  impartiiig  to  those  around  them  the  light 
of  their  own  intelligence,  and  conferring  dignity  upon  the  com- 
Bion  pursuits  of  industry  by  an  example  of  honorable  usefulness, 
in  their  varied  occupations.  The  elevation  of  the  laboring 
dasses  is  an  object  worthy  of  the  highest  ambition  of  the  states- 
man and  the  patriot.  Under  our  republican  system  of  govem- 
ment  the  political  power  of  the  State  must  always  reside  among 
the  men  of  industry  and  toil,  whose  virtuous  energy  js  their  best 
pstrimony.  The  intelligence  which  qualifies  them  for  the  duties 
cf  self^vemment,  affords  the  only  sure  guarantee  for  the  per- 
petuity of  our  fr6e  institutions. 

The  condition  of  the  charitable  establishments  sustained  in 
whole  or  in  part  by  the  bounty  of  the  State,  will  be  exhibited 
by  the  annual  reports  of  the  several  institutions.  The  Asylum 
bt  the  instruction  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  and  the  Institution  for 
the  BUnd,  continue  to  be  a  source  of  inestimable  blessings  to 
the  imfortunate  beings  who,  in  the  dispensations  of  our  common 
Father,  have  been  deprived  of  the  best  faculties  of  man.  The 
Neir-Tork  Hospital  is  in  a  highly  satisfactory  condition,  and  its 
enlightened  management  has  contributed  largely  to  the  relief  of 
human  suffering.  I  consider  these  institutions  worthy  of  the  fos- 
tering patronage  of  the  Legislature.  The  administration  of  the 
State  Lunatic  Asylum  at  Utica,  is  eminently  successful.  On  the 
30th  of  November,  the  number  of  inmates  was  429;  the  number 
admitted  during  the  year  was  367;  the  number  discharged  was 
336,and  of  deaths  51 .  Of  the  patients  discharged  from  the  institu- 
tion, 171  were  fully  restored  to  reason,  and  49  were  improved  but 
not  entirely  recovefed.  Dr.  Benedict,  the  present  superintendent, 
has  afforded  high  evidence  of  his  capacity  to  cafry  forward  the 
work  of  benevolence  and  humanly  so  nobly  begun  by  the  la- 
loeated  Brigham. 

1  deem  it  my  duty  to  renew  the  recommendation  made  by  my 
predecessor  to  the  last  Legislature,  of  the  establishment  of  an 
institution  for  the  instruction  and  improvement  of  idiots.  This 
unfortunate  class  of  beings,  whose  deplorable  condition  excites 
flie  sympathy  of  every  heart,  have  been  too  long  overlooked  in 
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our  legislatioa  fi>r  the  relief  of  tlie  helpleds.  Until  'within  a  le- 
cent  period)  it  was  the  general  belief  that  the  idiot,  apparently 
bereft  of  intellect,  is  not  susceptible  of  nioralj>r  mental  impirove-' 
ment.  JBut  experience  has  demonstrated  that  he  retains  some 
latent  germs  of  intelligence  which  may  be  developed  by  patient 
caltttre,  and  that  he  may  be  subjected  to  healthftil  discipline, 
employed  in  osefdl  labor,  and  raised  to  a  condition  of  compara- 
tive comfort.  Great  success  has  attended  the  institutions  estab- 
lished for  the  instruction  of  this  class  of  sufifer^^  in  France, 
Gterqiany  and  England.  A  similar  school,  recently  formed  in 
Massachusetts,  has  been  attended  with  the  most  satisfactory  re- 
sults. I  commend  these  facts  to  your  attention,  convinced  that 
considerations  of  policy  and  humanity  should  prompt  you  to  rear 
an  institution  which  will  complete  our  system  of  public  charities, 
and  exalt  still  higher  the  character  of  the  State  for  beneficence 
and  philanthropy. 

The  condition  of  the  State  Prisons  will  be  ftilly  presented  in  the 
annual  report  of  the  Inspectors.  The  Sing  Sing  and  Clinton 
prisons  continue  to  be  a  heavy  charge  on  the  treasury,  though 
it  is  but  just  to  remark  that  much  of  the  large  expenditure  at  the 
former  establishment,  during  the  past  year,  was  occasioned  by 
the  erection  of  permanent  buildings.  It  is  gratifying  to  observe 
that  in  all  our  penitentiaries  an  admirable  system  of  discipline 
prevails,  conducive  to  the  physical  comfort  and  moral  welfare 
of  their  inmate^. 

I  would  respectfully  call  your  attention  to  ^he  importance  of 
enlarging  the  House  of  Refuge  for  the  Reformation  of  Juvenile 
Delinquents  in  the  city  of  New-York.  The  number  of  delin- 
quents is  constantly  increasing,  while  the  accommodations  of  the 
institution  have  not  been  materially  extended  since  its  founda- 
tion. The  managers  have  found  it  necessary  to  notify  the  Sheriffs 
of  counties  tbat  no  more  delinquents  can  be  received,  until  fur- 
ther notice ;  and  a  large  number  of  youthful  convicts  are  conse- 
quently committed  to  the  prison^.  The  crowded  state  of  the 
establishment  baffles  the  efforts  of  the  manners  to  classify  of- 
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fenders ;  and  the  eniug  jouth,  whose  wanderings  may  be  traced 
to  early  destitution  or  abandonment  is  brought  into  intimate  asso- 
ciation writh  the  hardened  criminal.  Thus  the  humane  design 
of  the  institution,  the  reformation  of  Juvenile  offenders,  is  in  a 
great  degree  defeated.  These  evils  require  a  prompt  and  ade- 
^piate  remedy.  The  Western  House  of  Refuge  has  been  brought 
into  use  under  circumstances  which  give  assurance  of  satisfac- 
tory results.  The  admirable  structure  and  arrangement  of  the  es- 
tablishment, and  its  successful  administration  thus  far,  reflect 
cxedit  upon  the  Trustees  who  have  been  prompted  to  give  their 
time  and  eflbrts  to  this  noble  undertaking  by  a  spirit  of  enlighten- 
ed and  disinterested  philanthropy.  I  refer  you  to  the  report  of 
the  Trustees  for  the  prepress  and  present  condition  of  the  insti- 
tution, and  respectfully  recommend  such  further  appropriation 
as  may  be  necessary  to  complete  the  new  erections  commenced 
last  year. 

The  present  condition  of  our  militia  establishment,  and  of  the 
military  property  belonging  to  the  State,  will  be  exhibited  in  the 
annual  reports  of  the  Adjutant  General  and  the  Commissary  Gen- 
eral. To  preserve  the  eflOiciency  of  the  militia  system  by  laws 
calculated  to  excite  and  cherish  a  military  spirit  in  the  ranlcs  of 
our  citizen  soldiery,  always  the  main  strength  and  reliance  of  the 
country  in  time  of  war,  is  an  object  eminently  deserving  the  at- 
tention of  the  Legislature. 

The  law  of  1849,  in  relation  to  emigrant  passengers,  providing 
for  the  relief  of  the  sick  and  destitute  among  them  by  a  tax,  in- 
tended to  protect  the  community  from  unjust  and  oppressive  bur- 
dens, has  been  efficiently  administered  and  continues  to  produce 
avorable  results.  It  i^  to  be  regretted  that  existing  legal  provi- 
sions have  not,  in  all  cases,  furnished  adequate  protection  against 
the  practice  of  frauds  on  those  unfortunate  emigrants,  destitute 
of  friends  and  ignorant  of  our  laws,  who  are  constantly  landing 
on  our  shores,  and  if  practicable,  further  legal  protection  ought 
to  be  provided. 

[Assembly,  No.  2.]  2 
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'  The  iast  L^^laitoa^e^  floting  in  porsoau^  of  th^  hilBmiie  'sug- 
geBtions  of  ^7  pxeKlecessdry  pBss&d  a  law  designed  to  eebure  to 
ea^  &mil7  jfhieii  possesses  a  fieehold  estate^'  a  Uome  of  limited 
value, :in  citse  Of  the  emb^raasment  or  bankruptey  of  its  liead. 
It  ifi  liffi^Qfimtedr  that  the  !clal!8e  leqtdrin^  a  special  iregistapy  of 
each  homestead  intended  to  be  hedd  subject  to^  this  exemption, 
renders  the  law  practically  inoperative  from  the  aversion  felt  bj 
most  men  in  good  credit  to  advertising  an  apprehension  of  insol- 
vency. I  wouldrespectfuUy  suhtmit  to  your  consideration  whether 
the  benevolent  principles  of  the  law  should  be  made  to  depend 
upon  a  condition  with  which  most  men  will  omit  to  comply.  In 
other  words,  ought  not  the  rule  and  the  exception  to  be  re- 
versed? 

I  would  also  suggest  that  the  exemption  aflforded  by  this  law 
ought  not  to  include  debts  contracted  previous  to  the  purchase 
of  the  estate  by  the  debtor.  Justice,  no  less  than  sound  policy, 
dictates  that  neither  temptation  nor  opportunity  should  be  given 
for  the  practice  of  fraud  upon  confiding  creditors. 

I  would  respectfully  recommend  that  an  adequate  appropria- 
tion be  made  for  a  more  complete  exploration  of  the  lands  be- 
longing to  the  State,  in  the  northern  counties,  with  a  view  to 
plank  roads  and  other  facilities  of  access.  It  is  believed  that  by 
improving  the  means  of  communication,  some  large  tracts  might 
be  brought  into  market  and  sold  for  actual  cultivation.  The 
settlement  and  improvement  of  these  remote  forests  is  a  matter 
of  much  public  importance,  and  should  be  encouraged  by  a 
liberal  policy.  The  land  should  be  divided  into  convenient 
farms,  and  offered  to  actual  settlers  for  small  prices,  intended 
only  to  indemnify  the  treasury  for  actual  expenditures.  How- 
ever desirable  it  may  be  deemed,  under  monarchical  govern- 
ments, to  have  the  national  domain  held  by  a  few,  it  is  import- 
ant in  a  republic,  that  it  should  be  divided,  as  far  as  practicable, 
among  the  many.  Resolutions  were  adopted  by  the  last  Legis- 
lature, with  signal  unanimity,  in  favor  of  opening  the  public 
lands  of  the  Union,  without  price,  to  landlesA  settlers.  Those 
resolutions,  in  their  general  scope  and  purpose,  have  my  hearty 
concurrence.  Some  of  the  evils  resulting  from  large  landed 
accumulations,  and  especially  from  extensive  leasehold  estates, 
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hve  beeni  Mly  realissed  iii  Hide  State,  Ottf  new  ^constitution  has 
wisely  abol&hed  feudal  tenures,  and  profailbitedtlie;  future  crea- 
tion of  perpetual  leas^.  Oontr»ot9  of  this  natixre,  made  at  an 
latenor  pMod;  in  harmoBj  with  laws  thisn  existing,  have  been 
and  most  be  req>ected  in  all  our  legislatiom  It  can  hardly  be 
doiri)ted  that  1^  occopiation  of  the  large  manors  in  this  section 
of  the  State,  under  the  system  of  perpetual  leases  ^adopted  in  the 
early  settlement  of  the  country,  has  been  highly  detrimental  to 
the  interests  of  both  proprietors  and  tenants,  for  some  years  past. 
Non-payment  of  rent,  litigation,  resistance  of  law,  irregular  com- 
binations and  popular  discontent,  in  its  most  repulsive  form, 
kaye  checked  our  progress  and  disfigured  our  public  history.  I 
tonsider  it  of  much  importance  that  these  evils  should  be  remedied 
by  just  and  liberal  arrangements,  which  shall  respect  the  rights 
and  promote  the  true  welfere  of  both  parties.  The  perpetuation 
of  leasehold  estates,  embracing  a  large  agricultural  population, 
is  repugnant  to  our  national  policy  and  to  the  liberal  spirit  of 
oor  institutions.  It  is  a  kind  of  tienure  which  has  become  odious 
to  tenants,  exceedingly  inconvenient  and  expensive  to  landlords, 
and  every  way  adverse  to  the  interests  of  both. 

The  manly  independence  which  belongs  to  the  character  of  an 
American  citizen,  demands  the  absolute  control  and  ownership 
in  iee  of  the  soil,  improved  and  cultivated  by  his  labor,  and  on 
which  he  is  to  spend  his  life  and  rear  his  children.  Experience 
bas  shown  that  leasehold  estates  are  peculiarly  unfavorable  to  the 
development  of  the  country  and  the  progress  of  the  people  in 
isiprovement  and  enterprise. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  such  liberal  terms  of  sale  will  be  offered 
by  landlords,  and  accepted  by  tenants,  as  shall  soon  ^ut  an  end 
to  a  tenure  which  ought  no  longer  to  be  desired  by  either.  It 
is  worthy  of  your  consideration  whether  this  desirable  result 
inay  not  be  promoted  by  the  friendly  mediation  of  the  State,  on 
principles  having  the  free  assent  and  voluntary  concurrence  of 
both  proprietors  and  occupants.  A  purchase  of  the  manorial 
titles  by  the  State,  and  a  re-sale  to  the  tenants  on  equitable  terms, 
would  be  preferable  to  the  present  state  of  things.  All  remedies 
I  inconsistent  with  those  rights  of  property  and  the  obligation  of 
^ntraets  which  are  secured  by  law,  and  which  government  is 
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bound  to  efiforee,  must  be  delufiiTe'  and  impracticable.  The 
sanctity  of  private  rights  and  the  supremacy  of  the  law  must  be 
maintained  under  all  circumstances.  Consistently  with  these 
principles,  whlcli  I  hold  to  be  paramount  and  inviolable,  I  believe 
it  is  practicable  to  terminate  the  evils  complained  of,  provided 
the  parties  to  be  affected  will  adopt  a  rational  view  of  their  own 
interests,  and  cooperate  in  an  equitable  and  enlightened  system 
of  adjustment 

The  condition  of  our  statute  laws  will  require  your  most  serious 
consideration.  At  present  great  uncertainty  exists 'and  great 
difEiculty  frequently  arises  in  ascertaining  what  is  the  law  upon 
many  questions  relating  to  the  rights  and  interests  of  our  citizens, 
and  to  the  duties  and  powers  of  public  officers.  This  difficulty  is 
most  severely  felt  in  the  interpretation  of  the  statutes  relating 
to  the  administration  of  justice.  The  Revised  Statutes  are 
partially  in  operation:  the  judiciary  acts  of  1847  and  1848,  with 
the  subsequent  amendments  to  them,  are  also  in  operation  to 
some  extent,  and  the  Code  of  Practice  effects  changes  not  only 
in  remedies  but  in  rights,  sometimes  abrogating  previous  amend- 
ments wholly,  sometimes  modifying  them,  and  often  introducing 
provisions  which  limit  or  qualify  their  operation.  That  code 
was  not  a  complete  system  in  itself,  but  assumed  the  existence  of 
extensive  legal  principles  and  of  a  knowledge  of  the  practice 
and  pleadings  prevalent  when  it  was  adopted.  It  was  a  series  of 
amendments  to  the  existing  law,  operating  in  form  upon  remedies, 
but  in  reality  often  upon  rights,  so  &r  as  they  were  affected  by 
the  remedy.  It  was,  therefore,  circumscribed  and  partial  in  that 
class  of  cases.  The  commissioners  doubtless  considered  it  beyond 
the  limits  of  their  authority  to  make  general  and  comprehensive 
provisions,  in  respect  to  the  rights  thus  affected. 

The  vast  and  alarming  increase  of  litigation  which  seems  to 
overwhelm  some  of  the  courts,  and  threatens  to  obstruct  the  ad- 
ministration of  justice,  particularly  in  the  court  of  last  resort, 
has  doubtless  arisen  in  some  degree  from  this  uncertainty.  My 
acquaintance  with  the  practical  operations  of  the  new  provisions 
referred  to,  does  not  qualify  me  to  pronounce  upon  their  merits, 
nor  do  I  feel  competent  to  judge  how  far  the  complete  code  ol 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


lo.*.]  21 

practice  reported  by  the  commissioners,  is  calculated  to  remedy 
die  evils  under  consideration.  But  it  is  evident  that  our  system 
of  laws  canHot  be  complete  until  an  entire  harmony  is  produced 
betweea  the  principles  introduced  by  the  code  of  practice  and 
oar  general  statutes.  They  must  in  some  way  be  adapted  to 
each  other.  This  was  probably  intended  to  be  efifecied  by  that 
pioTision  of  the  Ck)nstitution  which  required  the  appointment  of 
commissioners  to  reduce  all  the  Laws  of  the  State  to  <a  system. 
The  considerations  I  have  already  suggested  render  this  a  duty 
of  pressing  importance-  The  prompt  organization  of  such 
aboard  would  relieve  the  Legislature  from  applications  for 
partial  and  imperfect  amendments,  and  if  we  should  not 
obtain  a  complete  body  of  the  whole  law,  such  as  was  con- 
templated by  some  at  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  we  may 
at  least  hope  for  a  revision  and  condensation  of  our  statutes. 
The  last  L^islattlre  adjourned  without  acting  on  the  final  report 
of  the  Ck>mmissioners  on  Practice  and  Pleading.  It  will  be  your 
duty  to  take  such  action  as  will  ensure  a  deliberate  examination 
and  thorough  analysis  of  this  new  code  of  civil  procedure,  with 
a  view  to  its  adoption,  in  such  form  as  may  receive  your  sanc- 
tion, at  the  earliest  practicable  period. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  the  multiplication  of  suits  in  the  supreme 
court,  which  produces  serious  delays  in  the  course  of  justice, 
would  be  essentially  diminished  by  restoring  to  the  county 
courts  a  more  extended  civil  jurisdiction.  As  the  county  judge 
is  required  to  hold  courts  of  general  sessions  for  criminal  busi-  - 
ness,  at  which  juries  are  necessarily  in  attendance,  the  public 
convenience  would  be  greatly  promoted  by  conferring  jurisdic- 
tion in  ordinary  civil  cases.  Serious  doubts  have  existed  con- 
cerning the  constitutional  power  of  the  Legislature  in  this  res- 
pect. It  appears  to  me  that  the  decision  of  the  supreme  court, 
in  two  districts,  after  full  deliberation,  sustaining  the  constitu- 
tionality of  the  act  of  1847,  conferring  civil  jurisdiction  on  the 
county  courts  in  special  cases,  should  be  deemed  sufficient  to  put 
the  question  at  rest. 

I  deem  it  my  duty  to  call  your  attention  to  an  important  defect 
in  the  statutory  provision  for  the  punishment  of  embezzlement 
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as  a  crime*  The  operation  of  tike  law  is  confined  to  the  officers, 
agents,  clerks,  or  servants  of  private  persons  and  of  incorporated 
companies.  It  is  manifestly  proper,  if  not  necessary,  that  this 
provision  should  be  extended  to  include  all  public  ofiSeers  who 
may  be  charged  with  the  coDection  or  custody  of  moneys, 
whether  belonging  to  the  public  or  to  individuals* 

I  concur  in  the  views  submitted  to  the  Legislature  in  the  last 
message  of  my  predecessor,  in  favor  of  the  erection  of  a  new  and 
convenient  building  for  the  State  Library.  The  present  accom- 
modations are  altogether  inadequate,  and  the  difficulty  is  increas- 
ing with  the  extension  of  the  library  from  year  to  year* 

The  alarming  increase  of  bribery  in  our  popular  elections,  de- 
mands your  serious  attention.  The  preservation  of  our  liberties 
depends  on  the  purity  of  the  elective  franchise,  and  its  indepen- 
dent exercise  by  the  citizen ;  and  I  trust  you  will  adopt  such 
measures  as  shall  effectually  protect  the  ballot  box  from  all  cor- 
rupting inflnences* 

Our  circulating  medium  is  believed  to  be  in  a  sound  condition* 
The  report  from  the  Bank  Department  exhibits  a  large  increase 
of  banking  capital,  under  the  general  law,  during  the  last  year* 
The  gradual  reduction  of  our  State  debt,  makes  it  necessary  that 
some  other  form  of  security  should  be  accepted  as  a  basis  for  eir- 
culatioB.  I  would  respectfully  recommend  the  admission  under 
proper  restrictions,  of  the  stocks  created  by  the  incorporated 
cities  of  this  State*  In  this  connection  I  must  invite  your  at- 
tention to  the  provision  of  the  Constitution  making  it  the  duty 
of  the  Legislature  to  restrict  the  powers  of  cities  in  respect  to 
taxation,  assessment,  borrowing  money,  contracting  debts  and 
loaning  their  credit.  The  performance  of  this  duty  ought  not  to 
be  longer  deferred* 

The  growing  importance  of  the  Bank  Department,  the  vast  ex- 
tent of  its  operations  and  the  peculiar  responsibility  attending 
them,  render  it  important  in  my  judgment  that  this  Department 
should  be  detached  fr^m  the  office  of  the  Comptroller,  already 
overburthened  with  duties,  and  erected  into  a  distinct  office,  to 
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be  pkoed  under  the  chargeand  direetion  of  a  competent  comnuB- 

sioner. 

The  oppressive  and  unequal  operation  of  the  laws  regulating 
the  assessment  of  property,  is  a  subject  of  general  and  just  com- 
plaint. A  large  share  of  the  personal  property  escapes  assess- 
ment altogether,  while  in  many  portions  of  the  State,  real  estate 
is  estimated  by  the  assessors  at  less  than  half  its  actual  value. 
To  the  extent  that  a  portion  of  the  taxable  property  of  the  State 
escapes  assessment,  the  burthen  of  taxation  is  unjustly  increased 
on  the  remainder.  These  evils  demand  an  effective  remedy.  A 
careful  revision  of  the  existing  laws  has  become  indispensable, 
and  I  trust  the  subject  will  engage  your  early  and  earnest  atten- 
tion. 

In  compliance  with  section  five  of  article  four  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, I  communicate  herewith  a  statement  of  reprieves,  commu- 
tations, and  pardons,  granted  during  the  past  year,  by  my  prede- 
cesssor. 

Your  attention  is  requested  to  the  difElculties  which  have  re- 
cently arisen  between  our  citizens  residing  in  Richmond  county, 
and  the  inhabitans  of  New-Jersey,  in  reference  to  the  oyster 
fisheries  in  New-Tort  and  Newark  bays. 

Since  the  adjournment  of  our  last  Legislature,  the  grave  ques- 
tions respecting  the  organization  of  the  newly  acquired  territories 
of  the  Union,  which  had  for  some  years  involved  the  country  in 
agitation  and  strife^  have  been  definitely  acted  on  by  Congress. 
California  has  been  welcomed  as  the  thirty-first  of  the  States 
composing  the  Federal  Union;  the  disputed  boundary  of  Texas 
has  been  settled  j  while  New-Mexico  and  Utah  have  been  organ- 
ized by  acts  which  in  eflfeet  leave  the  Mexican  law  prohibiting 
slavery  in  force,  and  refer  the  question  of  its  admission  or  exclu- 
sion to  the  ultimate  decision  of  the  people  concerned.  It  is 
generally  believed  that  the  public  sentiment  in  these  newly  oiv 
{anized  communities,  coK)perating  with  other  causes,  will  pre^ 
vent  the  introduction  of  slavery,  from  which  the  country  was 
eiempt  when  It  was  conquered  by  our  arms. 
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Notwithstanding  the  yiolent  discussions  which  have  agitated 
the  country,  and  the  wide  diversity  of  opinion  which  existed  in 
respect  to  the  questions  involved  in  the  recent  action  of  Con- 
gress, a  general  disposition  is  evinced  to  acquiesce  in  the  mea- 
sures referred  to,  and  to  regard  them  as  a  final  settlement  of 
these  territorial  controversies.  The  people  of  this  State  continue 
to  indulge  a  strong  desire  that  harmony  and  mutual  good  will 
may  prevail  between  all  portions  of  our  widely  extended  repub- 
lic. They  are  a  law-abiding  people;  they  cherish  the  most 
friendly  sentiments  towards  their  brethren  of  the  South ;  and 
have  always  conceded  to  the  slave  States  the  entire  right  to 
maintain  and  regulate  slavery  within  their  own  limits,  and  to 
exercise  all  those  rights  without  abridgment  or  hindrance  which 
the  Constitution  confers.  More  than  this  ought  not  to  be  claimed 
or  expected. 

It  is  a  source  of  profound  surprise  and  regret,  that  any  portion 
of  the  people  of  the  southern  States  should  find,  in  the  terms  of 
settlement  finally  agreed  upon  by  Congress,  an  occasion  for  the 
continuance  of  sectional  jealousy,  or  a  supposed  necessity  for 
nurturing  the  spirit  of  disunion.  In  the  admission  of  California 
and  the  organization  of  governments  for  the  territories.  Congress 
adopted  the  principle,  originally  contended  for  by  many  leading 
statesmen  of  the  South,  of  leaving  the  matter  to  the  uncontrolled 
action  of  the  people  themselves.  I  cannot  but  persuade  myself 
that  the  feelings  of  alienation  exhibited  by  some  of  our  fellow- 
citizens  in  the  southern  States,  must  proceed  from  an  unhappy 
misconception  of  the  views  and  sentiments  entertained  by  the 
northern  people.  Great  injustice  is  done  in  assuming  that  we 
have  inteixded  or  now  meditate  encroachments  upon  the  just 
rights  of  any  portion  of  the  confederacy.  During  the  entire  pe- 
riod of  our  national  history,  the  people  of  New-York  have  mani- 
fested a  spirit  of  kindly  deference  to  the  feelings  and  prejudices 
of  our  sister  States,  and  a  readiness  to  sacrifice  every  thing  but 
principle  and  honor  for  the  sake  of  union  and  concord.  <  Their 
course  has  been  distinguished  by  a  broad  spirit  of  nationality, 
elevated  far  above  the  indulgence  of  local  views  or  sectional 
partialities. 
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The  limits  of  tliis  communication  will  not  permit  me  to  recall 
all  the  evidences  in  which  our  history  abounds  of  the  generous 
spirit  of  concession  which  New-York  has  uniformly  manifested, 
as  a  prominent  member  of  the  Federal  Union.    Tor  more  than 
thiee-fburtlis  of  the  period  which  has  elapsed  since  the  adoption 
of  the  Constitution,  southern  statesmen,  elevated  by  the  aid  of  her 
Toice,  have  filled  the  Presidential  office.    Every  peaceful  exten- 
aon  of  our  southern  territorial  limits  were  made  with  her  con- 
currence, until  by  successive  steps  all  the  slave  territory  on  the 
North  Amierican  Continent  was  brought  within  the  boundaries  of 
the  United  States.    Although  every  new  acquisition  diminished 
the  relative  weight  of  New- York  in  the  National  Councils,  she 
waived  all  views  of  State  power  or  aggrandizement,  and  yielded 
to  the  considerations  urged  by  other  sections  in  fevor  of  annex- 
ing the  contiguous  countries. 

Nor  is  tliis  all.  Far  from  invading  any  of  the  constitutional 
rights  of  the  southern  States,  our  people  and  their  representa- 
tives have  always  respected  those  rights,  and  abided  cheerfully 
by  all  the  conditions  of  the  federal  compact.  It  should  not  jiiave 
been  regarded  as  an  encroachment  upon  the  rights  of  any  State, 
that  we  objected  to  the  extension  of  slavery  over  a  country  ac- 
quired by  our  common  efforts,  and  which  had  been  made  free  by 
the  action  of  its  own  legitimate  authorities.  No  wrong  was  in- 
flicted upon  any  State  by  the  eflFort  to  give  to  the  people  of  the 
conquered  territories  a  government  best  adapted  to  their  sen- 
timents and  their  future  happiness.  By  the  ordinance  of  1787, 
a  large  portion  of  the  American  people  had  declared  their  con- 
viction that  slavery  ought  not  to  be  extended  over  free  territory : 
but  the  exclusion  of  that  institution  from  the  States  of  the  north- 
west was  not  then  deemed  sufficient  to  prevent  the  formation  of 
the  Federal  Union.  The  same  sentiment  still  exists  in  the  north- 
em  mind,  to  be  manifested  whenever  and  only  when  its  exercise 
is  provoked  by  new  aggressions;  and  I  cannot  concede  that  it  af- 
fords any  ground  of  complaint  on  the  part  of  any  of  the  States, 
still  less  that  it  can  justify  secession,  revolution,  or  any  eflFort  to 
overtbrow  the  free  Constitution  established  by  our  fathers. 
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I  have  thus  adverted  to  the  conrse  of  this  State  in  its  national  i:  f 

relations,  from  no  desire  to  revive  past  discussions;  but  from  a  nliil 

conviction  that  it  is  due  to  our  people  to  vindicate  them  from  :^. 

iiiiputations  of  sectional  prejudice,  indifference  to  Constitutional  ii^l 

obligations,  or  hostility  to  the  rights  of  other  portions  of  the  re-  -^^ 

public.    If  there  is  danger  to  the  Union  from  any  quarter  I  re-  .^  i 

joice  to  say  that  it  will  not  be  found  within  our  borders.    Men  ^v^i 

of  extreme  opinions  may  be  found  in  every  community j  but  the  :^ 

great  body  of  tlie  people  of  New-York  are  aware  that  the  Con-  ya- 

stitution  of  the  United  States  was  framed  and  adopted  in  the  -^^ 

spirit  of  compromise,  and  that  it  must  be  faithfully  maintained  y^^ 

in  the  same  spirit*    They  are  attached  to  the  Union;  they  cher-  ;^ 

ish  an  ardent  devotion  to  it ;  and  desire  to  see  it  preserved  by 

manifestations  of  mutual  deference  and  regard  between  the  states  ^ 

compoisngit.  "-^ 

"If; 

Although  New-York  might  maintain  a  respectable  attitude  be-  .. 

fore  the  world,  and  would  not  fail  to  preserve  her  liberties  as  an  v 
independent  State,  she  would  regard  a  dissolution  of  the  Union  . 
from  any  cause  aS  the  greatest  calamity  which  could  befal  man- 
kind.   Whenever  the  American  Union  is  destroyed  the  cause  of  , 
constitutional  government  will  be  perilled  by  the  shock,  and  the  .j 
friends  of  liberty  every  where  will  mourn  over  the  fall  of  a  mighty 
fabric  which  now  animates  the  hopes  and  commands  the  admiration  ^ 
of  the  world.  Every  patriot  must  desire  that  all  causes  of  irritation 
or  disagreement  between  the  different  parts  of  our  common  country 
may  speedily  disappear.    It  should  be  the  aim  of  all  to  allay  sec-  . 
tional  animosities,  and  to  restore  those  kindly  sentiments  which  ^ 
united  our  ancestors  in  noble  efforts  and  common  trials.    The  , 
questions  resulting  from  our  recent  conquests  having  been  dis-  . 
posed  of  by  the  action  of  Congress,  there  can  be  no  sufficient  ^ 
cause  for  jealousies  and  dissensions  between  the  North  and  the 
South.    The  most  serious  of  our  past  differences  were  produced  | 
by  territorial  acquisitions,  and  they  strikingly  admonish  us  that  , 
it  is  indispensable  to  our  future  peace  and  happiness  that  bounds 
should  be  set  to  the  spirit  of  conquest ;  and  that  the  energies  of 
the  general  government  should  be  directed  to  those  great  and 
beneficent  objects  in  which  all  sections  have  a  common  interest 
and  for  which  the  Constitution  was  intended. 
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The  provision  of  the  federal  compact  requiring  the  xetum  of 
^'fugitives  from  labor,''  however  repugnant  to  the  sentiments  of 
many  of  our  people,  is  of  paramount  authority,  and  like  every 
other  constitutional  obligation  should  be  observed  in  good  fkith. 
In  legislating  upon  a  subject  of  such  difficulty,  it  was  obvious 
that  more  than  usual  care  was  necessary  that  in  enforcing  the 
claims  of  one  section  of  the  country,  we  should  not  trespass  upon 
flie  rights  of  the  other.  *  While  the  claim  of  the  «outhem  slave- 
holder to  recapture  his  slave  is  Mly  admitted,  the  right  of  the 
northern  freeman  to  prove  and  defend  his  freedom  is  equally 
sacred.  Both  are  alike  under  the  protecting  care  of  our  common 
constitution. 

It  cannot  be  denied  that  the  recent  act  of  Congress  for  giving 
fdller  effect  to  the  provision  requiring  the  return  of  fugitive 
slaves  has  excited  dissatisfaction  in  many  portions  of  the  country, 
carrying  them  almost  to  the  extreme  of  threatening  resistance  to 
the  law.  But  all  good  citizens  will  recollect  that  whatever  may 
be  their  individual  feelings  or  opinions  in  regard  to  the  policy  or 
propriety  of  any  legislative  enactment,  it  is  their  plain  duty,  so 
long  as  it  remains  in  force,  to  sustain  the  authorities  legitimately 
chained  with  its  execution.  Apprehensions  have  been  enter- 
tained that  under  the  hastily  considered  provisions  of  the  act, 
passed  during  a  period  of  uAusual  agitation,  persons  of  color 
claiming  to  be  free,  and  really  free,  are  not  allowed  those  rea- 
sonable opportunities  and  those  customary  legal  safeguards  ne- 
cessary to  enable  them  to  establish  by  adequate  proof  the  fact  of 
their  freedom.  A  recent  case  has  shown  this  belief  to  be  not 
merely  speculative,  and  that  the  danger  that  a  freeman  under 
the  summary  mode  in  which  that  law  can  be  executed,  may  be 
hurried  into  captivity,  is  not  wholly  imaginary.  We  cannot  and 
ire  do  not  believe  that  the  south,  any  more  than  the  north,  aims 
at  or  desires  such  a  result — or  will  insist  on  retaining  provisions 
leading  to  such  exciting  consequences. 

We  shall  rely  not  only  on  their  sense  of  propriety  and  recipro- 
cal justice,  but  their  calm  conviction  that  the  law  itself,  to  be 
permanent,  must  be  reasonable,  for  their  uniting,  after  due  re- 
flection, with  their  bretthren  of  the  North  in  a  kind  and  dispas- 
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sionate  spirit,  in  reviewing  such  clauses  as  may  be  found  defective 
or  objectionable,  and  in  consenting  to  such  judicious  modifica- 
tions as  may  command  general  approval.  In  the  meantime,  our 
people  must  be  left  free  to  examine  its  provisions  and  practical 
operation.  Their  vital  and  fundamental  right  to  discuss  the 
merits  of  this  or  any  other  law  passed  by  their  representatives, 
constitutes  the  very  basis  of  our  republican  system,  and  can  never 
be  surrendered.  Any  attempt  to  restrain  it  would  prove  far 
more  dangerous  than  its  freest  exercise.  Sut  in  all  such  discus- 
sions we  should  divest  ourselves  of  sectional  or  partisan  preju- 
dice, and  exercise  a  spirit  of  comprehensive  patriotism,  respecting 
alike  the  rights  of  every  portion  of  our  common  country. 

Before  dismissing  the  subject  of  our  federal  relations,  I  deem 
it  my  duty  to  advert  to  the  serious  evils  which  some  of  our  most 
important  interests  have  suffered  from  the  failure  of  Congress  to 
extend  that  protection  to  domestic  industry  which  experience 
has  shown  to  be  necessary  to  sustain  certain  branches  of  manu- 
factures against  foreign  competition.  We  see  the  effects  of  the 
tariff  of  1846,  in  the  suspension  of  many  establishments,  not  only 
in  our  own,  but  our  sister  States,  involving  large  investments  of 
capital,  depressing  not  only  the  labors  of  the  manufacturer  and 
mechanic,  but  impairing  the  market  they  had  creat^^  for  the 
products  of  our  agriculture.  It  is  reasonable  to  hope  that  this 
state  of  things,  so  injurious  and  unnecessary,  may  be  remedied 
in  some  degree  at  least,  by  judicious  and  timely  action  in  Con- 


The  interests  of  this  State,  in  common  with  other  sections  of 
the  country,  have  also  suffered  much  detriment  from  the  neg- 
lect of  the  General  Government  to  make  appropriations 
for  the  improvement  of  lake  harbors  and  the  removal  of  obstruc- 
tions in  the  Hudson  river.  For  more  than  twelve  years,  the 
great  power  conferred  on  Congress  by  the  constitution  to  aid  and 
protect  navigation  on  our  national  channels  of  commerce,  has 
virtually  been  held  in  abeyance,  dormant  and  unexercised.  This 
dereliction  of  duty  has  caused  great  embarrassment  to  all  the  in- 
terests connected  with  our  internal  trade.  It  has  compelled  the 
State  to  incur  a  heavy  expenditure  which  should  be  borne  by  the 
federal  treasury.    The  canal  authorities  are  now  engaged  in  the 
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construction  of  on  expensive  pier  at  the  harbor  of  Buffalo,  for 
the  safety  and  acconunodation  of  the  lake  shipping  entering  at 
that  port.  The  expense  of  this  work  is  estimated  at  over 
1200,000.  An  account  of  this  expenditure  will  be  kept  under 
the  directions  of  the  Canal  Board,  and  at  a  proper  juncture,  the 
amount  expended  ought,  and  doubtless  will  be  refunded  to  the 
State  by  the  general  govermtient.  Every  consideration  of  inter- 
est and  duty  demands  that  the  powers  belonging  to  Congress  for 
the  regulation  and  protection  of  commerce,  should  be  steadily 
and  vigorously  exercised  by  such  constitutional  action  as  may 
best  advance  the  national  wel&re  and  fulfil  one  of  the  leading 
purposes  of  the  federal  compact.  It  is  a  suljject  of  sincere  con- 
gratulation, that  under  our  beneficent  system  of  government 
which  commits  to  the  people  the  choice  of  their  rulers  the  fede- 
ral administration  has  been  entrusted  to  statesmen  of  large  expe- 
rience, expansive  patriotism  and  sound  national  principles,  and 
that  we  may  look  to  them  with  conftdenee  to  give  full  effect  to 
all  measures  wliich  may  be  adopted  by  the  representatives  of  the 
states  and  the  people,  calculated  to  protect  the  interests  and  pro- 
mote the  prosperity  of  the  Union. 

Since  the  adjournment  of  the  last  Legislature,  the  country  has 
been  called  upon  to  mourn  the  loss  of  a  beloved  and  venerated 
Chief  Magistrate.  Zachary  Taylor,  the  hero  without  fear,  and 
the  patriot  without  reproach,  whose  exploits  had  won  the  admi- 
ration, while  his  virtues  gained  the  affections  of  his  countrymen, 
was  summoned  to  his  fathers.  He  went  down  to  the  grave 
crowned  with  honors,  and  lamented  by  a  grateful  people,  to 
whose  glory  and  welfare  his  life  had  been  devoted.  By  this  af- 
flictive dispensation  of  Providence,  the  duties  of  the  Chief  Exe- 
cutive office  were  devolved  upon  an  eminent  citizen  of  our  own 
State,  in  whose  patriotism  the  people  have  long  reposed  the  high- 
est confidence. 

It  affords  me  pleasure  to  state  that  arrangements  are  in  pro- 
gress for  sending  forward  numerous  specimens  of  American  slull 
and  workmanship  to  be  displayed  at  the  exhibition  of  the  works 
of  industry  of  all  nations,  to  be  holden  in  London  in  May  next. 
Many  of  the  manufacturers  and  artisans  of  this  State,  prompted 
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by  a  Spirit  of  liber^t^  ^d  national  {Mde;  iA  the  highest  degree 
ioreditaUBto  their '^triolisiiiy  have  determined  to  furnish  a  va- 
ried of  fOrttekdiAteiidQdto/pretent  a  fitvorabie  Tiew  of  the  pro 
gi^SfOf  fthe  uBeAil.afidoruamental'aiisin  tliis  cotliitry.  In  an 
ie»^i;p]p8e^  honorably  to  the  age>  and  so  veil  calculated  to  pro- 
j(mt§,  itlie.  t|^t^:esto  <>^  peace  atod  civilization  thjroiughoat  the  \rorld, 
the  Statp, should  not  &il  to  evince  an  interest  by  extending  every 
reasonable  facility  and  encouragement;  and  I  would  respectfully 
recommend  that  provision  be  made  for  the  appointment  of  an 
agent  to  attend  the  exhibition  and  take  charge  of  the  vicious 
fabrics  and  productions  which  may  be  forwarded  by  our  citizens. 

In  entering  upon  the  discharge  of  the  high  trust  committed  to 
me  by  the  people,  it  is  due  to  the  occasion  no  less  than  to  my 
own  feelings,  to  express  my  grateful  sense  of  the  public  confi- 
dence, and  to  assure  you  that,  with  a  sincere  distrust  of  my 
ability,  it  will  be  my  constant  aim  to  perform  my  duty  with 
firmness  and  independence,  and  with  an  earnest  desire  to  co- 
operate with  you  in  all  measures  calculated  to  improve  the  con- 
dition, exalt  the  fame,  or  promote  the  happiness  of  our  &vored 
commonwealth. 

WASHINGTON  HUNT. 
Albany  J  January  7, 1851. 
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IN  ASSEMBLY,  JAK  7, 1851. 


RULES  AND  ORDERS  OF  THE  LAST  ASSEMBLY. 

1.  Upon  the  appearance  of  a  qu«rum,  the  Speaker  having  taken 
the  chair,  and  the  members  being  called  to  order,  the  journal  of  the 
preceding  day  shall  be  read,  to  the  end  that  any  mistakes  therein  may 
be  corrected  by  the  House  ;  and  in  all  cases  of  the  absence  of  a  quo* 
ram,  the  naembers  present  may  take  such  measures  as  shall  be  neces* 
sary  to  procure  the  attendance  of  absent  members ;  and  the  Speaker, 
with  the  consent  of  the  majority  of  the  members  present,  may  adjourn 
from  day  to  day  until  a  quorum  shall  appear. 

2.  After  the  reading  and  approving  of  the  journal,  the  order  of 
boaness,  which  shall  not  in  any  case  be  departed  from,  eoBouft  by  ibe 
onanimovs  consent  of- the  House,  shall  be  as  follows : 

1.  The  presentation  of  petitions. 

2.  Reports  of  standing  committees. 

3.  Reports  of  select  committees. 

4.  Messages  from  the  Governor. 

5.  Communications  from  the  State  officers. 

6.  Messages  from  the  Senate. 

7.  Third  reading  of  bills, 

S:  Motions,  resolutions,  notices,  and  mtroduction  of  hills. 

9.  Unfinidied  business.^ 

10.  Special  orders  of  the  day. 
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11.  General  orders  of  the  day  ;  but  messages  from  the  Governor, 
communications  from  State  officers,  and  messages  from  the 
Senate,  may  be  considered  at  any  time. 

3.  Motions  for  reference  to  different  committees  shall  be  put  in  the 
following  order  ;  and  the  same  shall  not  be  considered  in  committee 
of  the  whole  until  printed  : 

1.  To  the  committee  of  the  whole. 

2.  To  a  standing  committee. 

3.  To  a  select  conmiittee. 

4.  No  bill  shall  be  ordered  to  a  third  reading  without  having  been 
acted  on  in  committee  of  the  whole. 

6.  The  Speaker  shall  cause  the  Clerk  to  make  a  list  of  all  bills, 
resolutions  and  reports  of  committees,  and  other  proceedmgs  of  the 
House  which  are  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole,  and  not 
made  a  special  order  of  the  day  for  any  particular  day  ;  which  list 
shall  be  called  "  The  General  Orders  of  the  Day?^ 

6.  All  questions  relating  to  the  priority  of  business  shall!  be  decided 
without  debate. 

7.  The  Speaker  shall  preserve  order  and  decorum,  and  shall  de- 
cide all  questions  of  order,  subject  to  the  appeal  of  the  House.  On 
every  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Speaker,  hie  shall  have  the  right 
in  his  place  to  assign  his  reasons  for  his  decision.  He  shall  have  the 
right  to  name  any  member  to  perform  the  duties  of  the  chair,  but 
such  a  substitution  shall  not  extend  beyond  one  day,  unless  by  leave 
of  the  House. 

8.  When  t)ie  House  shall  be  equally  divided,  including  the  Speak- 
er's vote,  the  question  shall  be  lost. 

9.  When  the  Speaker  is  putting  the  question  no  member  shall 
walk  across  or  out  of  the  House. 

10.  When  the  House  adjourns,  the  members  shall  keep  their  seats 
until  the  Speaker  shall  have  left  the  chair. 
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11.  Every  member  previous  to  his  speaking,  shall  rise  from  his 
seat  and  address  himself  to  the  Speaker. 

12.  When  two  or  more  members  rise  at  once,  the  Speaker  shall 
name  the  member  who  is  first  to  speak. 

13.  No  member  shall  speak  more  than  twice  to  the  same  general 
question  without  lea\e  of  the  House  ;  nor  more  than  once  ia  any 
case,  until  every  member  choosing  to  speak  shall  have  spoken. 

14.  While  a  member  is  speaking,  no  member  shall  entertain  any 
private  discourse,  or  pass  between  him  and  the  chair. 

15.  A  member  called  to  order  shall  immediately  sit  down,  unless 
permitted  to  explain.  All  decisions  of  the  chair  on  questions  of  or- 
der shall  be  conclusive,'  unless  reversed  on  appeal  to  the  House. 

16.  Every  member  who  shall  be  within  the  bar  of  the  House  when 
a  question  is  stated  from  the  chair,  shall  vote  thereon,  unless  he  be 
excused  by  the  House,  or  unless  he  be  directly  interested  in  the  ques- 
tion, in  which  case  he  shall  not  vote.  No  member  shall  be  permitted 
to  vote  on  any  question,  unless  within  the  bar  when  his  name  is  called 
in  regular  order.  The  bar  of  the  House  shall  be  deemed  to  mclude 
only  the  Assembly  Chamber  within  the  rails,  including  tHe  cloak- 
room. 

17.  Petitions,  memorials,  and  other  papers  addressed  to  the  House 
riiall  be  presented  by  the  Speaker,  or  by  a  member  in  his  place. 

18.  Every  member  previous  to  presenting  a  petition  or  memorial 
shall  endorse  on  the  same  the  substance  thereof,  and  add  his  name  ; 
the  clerk  shall  then  read  the  endorsement ;  after  which,  the  Speaker 
shall  put  the  question  on  the  reference  of  said  petition  or  memorial. 

19.  Every  motion  shall  be  first  stated  by  the  Speaker  before  de- 
bate ;  and  every  such  motion  shall  be  reduced  to  writing,  if  the 
Speaker  or  any  member  desire  it. 

20.  After  a  motion  is  stated  by  the  Speaker,  it  shall  be  deemed  to 
be  in  the  possession  of  the  House,  but  may  be  withdrawn  at  any  time 
before  a  decision  or  amendmeot. 
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21.  tf  the  question  in  debate  contain  several  distinct  propositions, 
any  nsember  may  have  the  same  divided  ;  but  a  motion  to  strike  out 
and  insert  shall  be  indivisifele. 

22.  When  a  blank  is  to  be  filled,  and  different  sums  or  times  are 
proposed,  the  question  shall  first  be  put  on  the  largest  sum  and  long- 
est time. 

23.  When  a  question  is  under  debate,  no  motion  shall  be  received 
unless  for  a  call  of  the  House,  for  the  previous  question,  to  postpone 
it  indefinitely,  to  adjourn  it  to  a  certain  day,  to  lay  it  on  the  table,  to 
commit  it,  to  amend  it,  or  to  adjourn  the  House. 

24.  A  motion  to  lay  a  question  on  the  table  shall  be  decided  with- 
out amendment  or  debate ;  a  motion  to  commit  until  it  is  decided* 
shall  preclude  all  amendment  and  debate  of  the  main  question  ;  and 
a  motion  to  postpone  a  question  indefinitely,  or  to  adjourn  it  to  a  day 
certain,  until  it  is  decided,  shall  preclude  all  amendment  of  the  main 
question. 

25.  The  "  previous  question"  shall  be  as  follows—^  Shall  the  main 
qwstim  be  now  put  ?"  and  until  it  is  decided,  shall  preclude  al^ 
amendment  or  debate.  When  on  taking  the  previous  question,  the 
House  shall  decide  that  the  main  question  shall  not  now  be  put,  the 
main  question  shall  be  considered  as  still  remaining  under  debate. 
The  ^^  main  question"  shall  be  on  the  passage  of  the  bill,  resolution, 
or  other  matter  under  consideration  ;  and  in  cases  where  there  shall 
be  pending  amendments  which  have  been  adopted  in  committee  of 
the  whole,  but  not  acted  on  in  the  House,  the  question  shall  first  be 
taken  upon  such  amendments  in  their  order,  and  without  further  de^ 
bate  or  amendm^t. 

26.  A  m^PRo  adjourn  the  House  shall  always  be  in  order,  and 
decided  witl^ut  debate. 

27.  In  all  cases  where  a  bill,  order,  resolution  or  motion  shall  be 
entered  on  the  journal  of  the  House,  the  name  of  the  member  moving 
the  same  shall  also  be  entered  on  the  journal. 

28.  If  any  ten  members  require  it,  the  ayes  and  nays  upon  any 
question  shall  be  taken  and  entered  upon  the  journal. 

29.  All  coinmittees  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Speaker,  unless 
otherwise  especially  directed  by  the  House. 
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30.  Select  conuLittees  to  whom  original  references  are  made,  and 
all  Gommittees  to  whom  private  claims  are  referred,  shall  in  all  cases 
report  a  state  of  facts  with  their  opinion  thereon* 

31.  Eyery  bill  origmating  in  this  House,  shall  be  introduced  by 
motion  for  leave,  or  by  an  order  of  the  House  and  a  report  of  a  com- 
mittee. One  day's  notice  at  least  shall  be  given  of  a  motion  for 
leare  to  bring  in  a  bill  unless  the  House  otherwise  unanimously  al- 
low j  such  notire  shall  specify  the  subject  matter  of  such  bill ;  and 
all  resolutions  of  reference  and  instruction  to  committees  shall  state 
the  subject  to  be  referred. 

32.  All  bills  brought  into  this  House  by  any  member  or  committee^ 
shall  be  endorsed  with  the  name  of  the  member  or  committee  bringing 
in  the  same ;  all  bills  introduced  by  members  on  leave  shall  be  re- 
ferred to  one  of  the  standing  committees  or  to  a  select  committee  ; 
such  committee  may  report  adversely  to  the  entire  bill,  with  or  with- 
out amendment,  and  the  bill,  if  any,  reported  by  such  a  committee, 
shall  then  become  the  bill  before  the  House  for  consideration. 

33.  No  private  bill  shall  be  brought  into  this  House,  but  upon  a 
memorial  or  petition  presented  to  the  House,  and  signed  by  the  party 
or  parties  praying  for  such  bill,  except  by  the  unanimous  consent  of 
the  House. 

34.  No  bill  shall  be  committed  or  amended  until  it  has  been  twice 
read. 

35.  Every  message  from  the  Senate  communicating  any  bill  for  the 
concurrence  of  this  House,  shall,  with  the  accompanying  documents, 
if  any,  be  referred  to  a  standing  or  select  committee  to  consider  and 
report  thereon. 

36.  All  amendments  by  the  Senate  to  bills  which  have  passed  this 
House,  shall  be  referred  to  a  standing  or  select  committee,  to  examine 
and  report  thereon,  unless  the  House  shall  otherwise  expressly  order 
or  allow. 

37.  In  forming  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  the  Speaker  shall 
leave  the  chair,  and  shall  appoint  a  chairman  to  preside. 

38.  The  rules  of  the  House  shall  be  observed  b  the  committee  of 
the  whole  so  far  as  may  be  applicable,  except  limiting  the  number  of 
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times  of  speaking,  and  except  that  the  ayes  and  noes  shall  not  be  ta- 
ken. Such  committee  may  strike  out  the  enacting  clause  of  a  bill, 
and  report  that  fact  to  the  House  :  and  if  the  report  be  agreed  to  by 
the  House,  it  shall  be  deemed  a  rejection  of  the  bill. 

39.  Bills  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  shall,  in 
committee  of  the  whole  thereon,  be  first  read  through,  unless  the 
committee  shall  otherwise  order,  and  then  read  and  debated  by  sec- 
tions, leaving  the  title  to  be  last  considered.  All  amendments  shall 
be  noted  on  a  separate  piece  of  paper,  and  reported  to  the  House  by 
the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  the  whole  ;  after  the  report,  the 
bill  shall  be  still  subject  to  debate  and  amendment  before  the  ques- 
tion to  engross  is  put ;  and  such  amendments  only  shall  be  in  order, 
as  were  offered  and  decided  in  committee  of  the  whole  House. 

40.  A  similar  mode  of  proceeding  shall  be  observed  with  bills  which 
have  originated  in  the  Senate,  as  with  bills  originating  in  this 
House. 

41.  If,  at  any  time  when  in  committee  of  the  whole  House,  there 
be  not  present  a  quorum  to  do  business,  the  chairman  shall  immedi. 
ateljr  report  that  fact  to  the  Speaker. 

42.  On  a  motion,  in  committee  of  the  whole  House  to  rise  and  re- 
port progress,  the  question  shall  be  decided  without  debate. 

43.  Every  bill  shall  receive  three  several  readings,  previous  to  its 
being  passed  ;  and  the  second  and  third  reading  shall  be  on  different 
days ;  and  the  third  reading  shall  be  on  a  day  subsequent  to  that  on 
which  the  bill  passed  in  committee  of  the  whole  House,  unless  the 
House  unanimously  direct  otherwise ;  and  the  question  on  the  final 
passage  of  a  bill  shall  be  taken  immediately  after  such  third  reading^ 
and  without  debate  :  and  no  bill  shall  be  read  the  last  time,  unless  it 
shall  have  been  once  printed  without  the  consent  of  a  majority  of  the 
members  present. 

44.  A  standing  committee  of  five  members  shall  be  appointed  to 
be  called  "  The  committee  on  engrossed  bills  ;"  whose  duty  it  shall 
be  carefully  to  examine  all  the  bills  passed  by  this  House,  and  see 
that  the  same  are  correctly  engrossed,  and  report  the  same  to  the 
House  before  they  arc  signed  by  the  Speaker. 
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46.  Reports  from  the  committee  on  engrossed  bills  shall  at  all 
times  be  in  order,  and  have  the  preference  to  any  other  business. 

46.  When  a  bill  passes  the  House,  the  Speaker  shall  certify  the 
same,  with  the  date  thereof,  at  the  foot  of  the  bill. 

47.  No  motion  for  reconsideration  shall  be  in  order  unless  on  the 
same  day  or  day  following  that  on  which  the  decision  proposed  to  be 
reconadered  took  place ;  nor  unless  one  of  the  majority  shall  move 
such  reconsideration.  A  motion  for  reconsideration  being  put  and 
lost,  shall  not  be  renewed ;  nor  shall  any  subject  or  vote  be  a  second 
time  reconsidered  without  unanimous  consent. 

48.  A  standing  committee  of  five  members  shall  be  appointed  on 
bills  coming  within  the  ninth  Section  of  the  first  Article,  and  14th 
Section  of  Article  seven  of  the  Constitution  of  this  State  ;  and  when 
any  bill  shall  have  passed  in  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  which 
the  Speaker  may  entertain  doubts  whether  it  comes  within  the  pro- 
viaon  of  either  of  the  said  sections,  it  shall  be  referred  to  the  said 
committee  to  examine  apd  report  thereon,  before  the  question  on  the 
final  passage  shall  be  taken. 

49.  A  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  on  the  final  passage  of  any 
bill,  shall  be  made  by  a  member  who  voted  in  favor  of  the  decision 
of  the  House  on  the  question  on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill ;  and 
except  in  the  case  of  a  two-third  bill,  a  majority  of  all  the  members 
elected  to  the  House  shall  be  required  to  reconsider  the  same ;  and 
cm  a  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  on  the  final  passage  of  any  bill 
requiring  the  assent  of  two-thirds  of  all  the  members  elected  to  this 
House,  two-thirds  of  the  members  elected  to  the  House  shall  be  re- 
quired to  reconsider  the  same.  But  the  vote  on  the  final  passage  of 
any  bill  creating,  continuing,  altering,  or  renewing  any  moneyed  in- 
corporation shall  not  be  reconsidered  whenever  such  bill  shall  be 
lost. 

50.  No  standing  rule  or  order  of  this  House  shall  be  suspended, 
changed  or  rescinded,  without  one  day's  previous  notice  being  given 
of  the  motion  therefor ;  nor  shall  the  49th  rule,  so  far  as  it  applies 
to  two-third  bills,  be  altered,  changed,  rescinded  or  suspended,  unless 
two-thirds  of  all  members  elected  to  this  House  agree  to  such  altera- 
tion, change,  rescinding  or  suspension. 
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61.  No  person,  unless  in  tbe  exercise  af  an  oflkial  duty  or  by  spe- 
cial invitation  of  a  member,  diall  be  admitted  on  the  floor  (rfthe 
House,  except  members  of  the  Senate,  Oovemor,  Lieutenant-Gover- 
nor, and  other  state  oflScers  and  such  reporters  as  the  Speaker  shall 
designate.  The  privilege  of  admisaon  under  any  invitation  shall 
not  extend  beyond  the  day  on  which  such  invitation  shall  be  given. 

S2.  Standing  committees,  consisting  of  five  members  eaeh,  shall 
be  appomted  on  the  following  subjects: 

Ways  and  Means, 

Commerce  and  Navigation, 

Canals, 

Railroads, 

Banks  and  Insurance  Companies, 

Two-third  and  three-^h  Bills, 

Colleges,  Academies  and  Common  Schools, 

Grievances, 

Privileges  and  elections. 

Petitions  of  Aliens, 

Erection  and  Division  of  Towns  and  Counties, 

Claims, 

Internal  affitirs  of  Towns*  and  Counties, 

Medical  Societies  and  Colleges, 

Incorporation  of  Cities  and  Villages^ 

Manufacture  of  Salt, 

Trade  and  Manufactures, 

State  Prisons, 

Engrossed  Bills, 

Militia  and  Public  Defence, 

Roads  and  Bridges, 

Public  Lands, 

Indian  Affairs, 

Charitable  and  Religious  Societies, 

Agriculture, 

Expiring  Laws, 
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Public  Printing, 

Expenditures  in  the  Executive  Department, 

Expenditures  of  the  House  ;  and 

A  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  consisting  of  seven  members. 

And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  of  the  several  committees  to  in- 
qaireioto  the  matters  indicated  by  its  name,  and  to  report  thereon  to 
the  House  any  information,  and  any  bill  or  resolution  which  it  may 
deem  conducive|to  the  public  good.  » 

53.  There  shall  be  printed  of  course,  and  without  order,  380 
copies  of  all  original  bills  reported  by  committees  of  either  House ; 
and  800  copies  of  all  messages  from  the  Governor,  (except  messages 
certifying  bis  approval  of  bills,)  all  reports  of  standing  or  select  com- 
mittees, and  all  reports  or  communications  mad6  in  pursuance  of  law, 
or  of  a  resolution  of  this  House ;  which  number  shall  be  denominated 
the  usual  number.  And  all  motions  or  resolutions  for  the  printing  of 
an  extra  number  of  any  docun|pnt,  paper  or  bill,  shall  be  referred  as 
of  course  to  the  printing  committee  to  report  thereon. 

54.  It  diall  be  the  duty  of  the  committee  on  public  printing,  to 
exambe  and  report  on  all  questions  of  printing  referred  to  them,  and 
to  state  an  approximate  estimate  of  the  cost  in  the  particular  case 
referred,  when  practicable:  to  examine,  from  time  to  time,  and  as- 
certain whether  the  prices  charged  for  printing  are  in  conformity  to 
the  contract  therefor,  and  whether  it  is  done  in  conformity  to  the  or- 
ders of  the  House,  and  without  unreasonable  delay  ;  to  ascertain  and 
report  what  number  of  copies  ought  usually  to  be  printed,  and  how 
distributed  ;  and  to  report  lo  the  House,  from  time  to  time,  any  mea- 
sures they  may  deem  useful  for  the  economical  and  proper  manage- 
ment of  the  public  printing. 

55.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  committee  on  expenditures  of  the 
House  and  in  the  Executive  Department,  severally  to  inquire  into  the 
aid  expenditures,  and, whether  the  same  have  been  made  in  confor- 
inity  to  law,  and  whether  proper  vouchers  exist  for  the  same,  and 
whether  the  funds  provided  for  the  purpose  are  economically  applied, 
U)d  to  report  from  time  to  time  such  provisions,  laws  and  regulations 
as  may  conduce  to  economy,  and  secure  the  faithful  disbursement  of 
tbc  moneys  appropriated  by  law. 

[Assembly,  No.  3.]  2 
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56.  Resolutions  giving  rise  to  debate,  all  concuirent  resolutions  and 
those  containing  calls  for  informatio&  from  the  Ezecutiye  Department 
shall  lie  over  one  day  for  consideration,  after  whiditheymaybe  call- 
ed up,  of  course,  under  the  order  of  business. 

57.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  committee  on  ways  and  means,  to 
examine  into  all  the  departments  of  the  goTemment,  whether  ilzecu. 
tive.  Legislative,  Judicial  or  otherwise,  where  salaries  or  emoluments 
are  given ;  to  examine  ascertain  and  report  to  the  House  what  offi- 
cers can  be  dispensed  with,  and  what  salaries  or  emoluments  can  be 
reduced,  aud  how  far  consistent  with  the  public  good,  and  to  take 
fiuch  action  in  regard  to  section  eight,  of  article  seven,  of  the  Consti- 
tution of  this  State,  as  may  be  requisite. 

58.  No  bill  or  otiier  matter  shall  be  made  a  special  order  of  the 
day  for  a  particular  day,  without  the  assent  of  two-thirds  of  the 
members  present.  It  shall  not  be  in  order  to  make  any  bill  or  other 
master  a  special  order  of  the  day  from  day  to  day:  nor  shall  more 
than  two  bills  or  other  matters  be  tfftde  i^edal  orders  for  the  same 
day. 
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m  ASSEMBLY,  JAN.  17, 1851. 


REPORT 

Of  the  committee  on  the  internal  affairs  of  towns  and 
counties,  on  dogs. 

The  committee  on  internal  affairs,  &c.,  to  which  was  referred 
the  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  counties  of  Saratoga  and 
Warren  asking  for  the  passage  of  a  general  law,  taxing  the  owner* 
of  every  dog  one  dollar  per  annum,  and  bitches  (to  wity  lady  dogs,) 
a  larger  sum  in  proportion,  beg  leave  respectfully  to  report,  that  they 
have  gravely  and  serumsly  considered  the  subject  matter  of  the  pe- 
tition and  without  desiring  to  be  thought  as  either  dogged  or  dog' 
matical  upon  the  subject,  have  come  to  the  unanimous  conclusion, 
that  "  every  dog  must  have  his  day"  and  that  it  would  not  be  in 
accordance  with  the  spirit  of  the  age  to  curtail  that  right  in  any 
particular,  and  therefore  would  most  earnestly  request  that  the  memo- 
rialists be  permitted  to  withdraw  their  petition,  *^  call  off  their  dogs" 
and  the  committee  be  discharged. 


[Assembly,  No.  4.]  1 
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IN  ASSEMBLY,  JAN.  U,  1851. 


STANDING  COMMITTEES  OF  THE  ASSEMBLY. 


Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  Wheeler, 
Mr.  Elderldn, 
Mr.  E.  Perry, 

Mr.  Wakeman, 
Mr.  Bird. 

Coynmfrce  and  Jfavigatim. 

Mr.  Wakeman,                              Mr.  Severance, 
Mr.  H.  J.  Allen,                           Mr.  Cady. 
Mr.  Hatch, 

Canals, 

Mr.  0.  Allen, 
Mr.  Burroughs, 
Mr.  Lyon, 

Mr.  Townscnd, 
Mr.  Graham. 

Railroads. 

Mr.  Yamum, 
Mr.  Horton, 
Mr.  Norton, 

Mr.  Lesley, 
Mr.  Humphrey. 

Banks  and  Insurance  Companies. 
Mr.  Underwood,  Mr.  Douglass, 

Mr.  Elderkin,  Mr.  ffinds. 

Mr.  Robinson, 

fAjicmbly,  No.  5.]  *  1  (u-n.5t.l 
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TwihtUris  and  Threeififths  Bills. 

Mr.  Anthon,  Mr.  Rowe, 

Mr.  Noble,  Mr.  Carrington. 

Mr.  Belknap, 

Colleges^  Academies  and  Common  Schools. 
Mr.  T.  H.  Benedict,  Mr.  Swords, 

Mr.  Ferris,  Mr.  Burroughs. 

Mr.  Feller, 

Grievances. 
Mr.  Backhouse,  Mr.  Chamberlin, 

Mr.  Wright,  Mn  Cooke. 

Mr.  Yeomans, 

PeHUons  ofJUims. 
Mr.  J.  Benedict,  Mr.  Higby, 

Mr.  Cady,  Mr.  Stratton. 

Mr.  Ferris, 

PrioUeges  ami  Elutims* 
Mr.  Bishop,  Mr.  A.  A.  Tkompson, 

Mr.  Welden,  Mr.  Ely. 

Mr.  Maurice, 

Erection  and  Division  tf  Thwns  and  Counties. 
Mr.  Pardee,  Mr.  Bradley, 

Mr.  WooBter,  Mr.  Hoppin. 

Mr.  O.  C.  Thompson, 

Claims. 
Mr.  Severance,  '    Mr.  Blackstone, 

Mr.  Hatch,  Mr.  Sherman, 

Mr.  Nelson, 

bUermd  J^fmrs  oflimmsand  QnmHes. 
Mr.  Biri,       /  Mr.  Campbell, 

Mr.  Rockwell,  Mr.  Moss. 

Mr.  Ryan, 
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Medical  Societies  and  Colleges. 

Mr.  J.  L.  Perry,  Mr.  Tuttle, 

Mr.  Dennison,  Mr.  Bottum, 

Mr.  Farr, 


State  Prisons. 


Mr.  Macomber, 
Mr.  Colvin, 
Mr.  He^t, 


Mr.  Baker, 
Mr.  J.  L.  Perry. 


Public  Lands. 


Mr.  Lyon, 

Mr.  W.  S.  Gregory, 

Mr.  E.  T.  Smith, 


Mr.  J.  W.  Babcock, 
Mr.  Stewart 


bicorporaiim  of  Cities  and  Villages. 

Mr.  Baker,  Mr.  Rouse, 

Mr.  Coffin,  Mr.  H.  Harris. 

Mr.  Carrington, 


Engrossed  Bills. 


Mi.  Souihwick, 
Mr.  Fordyce, 
Mr.  Kinsley, 


Mr.  Brayton, 
Mr.  StiUweU, 
Mr.  Leggett, 


'Mr.  Gleason, 
Mr.  Sickles, 
Mr.  Congdon, 


Mr.  Townsend, 
Mr.  Le  Roy, 
Mr.  Maurice, 
Mr.  Briggs, 


Mr.  Lawyer, 
Mr.  Snell. 


Agriculture. 


Mr.  Whiteside, 
Mr.  Lake. 


Esspiris^  Laws. 


Judtctary^ 


Mr.  Langdon, 

Mr.  Oreene. 


Mr.  J.  Benedict,^ 
Mr.  Heath, 
Mr.  A.  Smith. 
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.  Pttblic  Printing. 
Mr.  Norton,  Mr.  Dennison, 

Mr.  Graham,  Mr.  H.  J:  Allen. 

Mr.  Bishop, 

Joint  library. 
Mr.  H.  Harris,  Mr.  Varmim, 

Mr.  Stratton,  Mr.  Fitzhugh. 

Mr.  Anthon, 

Indian  Affairs. 
Mr.  A.  A.  Gregory,  Mr.  Dougherty, 

Mr.  Corser,  Mr.  Higby. 

Mr.  Gilbert, 

Jlfantjfacftff  e  of  Salt. 
Mr.  Stevens,  Mr.  G.  Clark, 

Mr.  Lewis,  Mr.  McLouth. 

Mr.  W.  Russell, 

Militia  and  Public  Defence. 
Mr.  h.  Harris,  Mr.  French, 

Mr.  Elwood,  Mr.  Davis. 

Mr.  R.  Babcock, 

Charitable  and  Religious  Societies. 

Mr.  Ward,  Mr.  Fisk, 

Mr.  Miles,  Mr.  Doyle. 

Mr.  J.  F.  Clark,  , 

TVade  and  Manufactures. 
Mr.  Rumsey,  '  Mr.  Shultes, 

Mr.  W.  F.  Russell,  Mr.  Kellogg. 

Mr.  Shall, 

Roads  and  Bridges. 
Mr.  Lesley,  Mr.  Ingersoll, 

Mr.  Bowne,  Mr.  Hewit. 

Mr.  Jayne, 
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Expenses  o/Executivs  Department. 

Mr.  Moss,  Mr.  Welden, 

Mr.  Pool,  Mr.  Dewey. 

Mr.  Rider, 

Expenses  of  House. 
Mr.  Atwood,  Mr.  Biishnell, 

Mr.  Southwick,  Mr.  Yeomans. 

Mr.  Barnes. 
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m  ASSEMBLY,  JAN.  8, 1851. 


»t<# 


ilfNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  TREASURER. 

Treasvuek's  On 
•  JUbany^  January  8j 


Treasvuek's  OraoBi     ? 
'\,  1861.  J 


Th  tki  Speaker  qf  the  Astmbly: 

Sn— In  conformity  with  the  act  entitled  ^<  An  act  in  relation  to 
reports  of  State  oflScerSi"  jAissed  Norember  11,  1817|  I  herewith 
tnnaiit  my  Annual  Report,  for  the  fiscal  year  endbg  September  30^ 
1860|  and  abo  to  the  termination  of  the  calendar  year. ' 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfullyi 

Your  obedient  serrant, 

ALVAH  HUNT, 

TVeaturer. 


[Assembly,  No.  9.J  1  [u.  n.  3t.&300.] 
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TREASURER'S  OFFICE^  > 

3tate  of  New-^Yqrk,     \  • 
Alhmy^  Dec.  31, 1860^ 

TO  THE  LEGISLATURE  OF  THE  STATE  OF  NEWYORK; 

Hie  State  Treasurer)  pursuant  to  statute,  respectfully  submits  tbe 
following  annual  report'  for  the  fiscal  year,  ending  on  the  30th  day  of 
September,  1850. 

Balance  in  the  Treasury  on  the  first  day  of  October, 
1849, $2,196,862  2& 

AoKmnt  of  receipts  from  the  first  day  of  October, 
1849,  to  the  thirtieth  day  of  September,  1860,  both 
days  inclunve, 6,601,965  4S 

$8,798^17  75 
Amount  of  payments  during  same  period, 7^472^02  09 

Balance  in  the  Treasury  on  the  30th  day  of  Septem-    ' 
ber,1860, $1^26^16  64 
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Summary  of  Receipts  and  Payments  of  the  IVeasury  during  the  fiscal 
year  J  ending  September  30, 1850. 

RECEIPTS. 

On  account  of  the  General  Fimd: 

Statetax, 1272^2  45 

County  taxes,  arrears, •••••  J86,048  46 

do        interest, 4,273  19 

do         redemption, 34,230  47 

do        sales  of  lands,. « •  •  •  •  586  55 

Tax  on  foreign  insurance  companies,  802  79 

FeeiS  Comptroller's  oflke, 166  42 

F^  Secretary's  office, 2,110  71 

FeeS)  office  of  Clerk  of  Court  of  Ap- 
peals,   333  33 

Fees  of  clerks  and  registers  collected 

by  oomty  treaaaierff, •••••  33  &i 

.  f>M8  of  Court  of  Appeals  collected 

by  county  treasurers,.  : 222  82 

Military  to  aid  sberLBTs,  &c.,  .......  1^34  97 

Salt  duty, 44,364  03 

Auction  duty,.,. 86,909  69 

Interest  on  Treasury  depo^tes, 13,224  34 

Pedlers' licenses, 1,700  00 

Costsofsuits, 247  00 

Banking  department,  free,  from  sun- 

drybanks, 24,169  17 

Bankuig  department,   incorporated, 

fiom  sundry'banks, 4,637  79 

Sales  of  Natural  History, 856  00 

Sales  9f  General  Fund  lands, 3,700  83 

General  Fund  debt  Sinking  Fund, 

rerenue, 7,000  00 

General  Fund  debt  Sinking  Fund, 

sales  of  Bank  Fund  stock, 49,913  34 

General  Fund  debt  Sinking  Fund, 

surplus  revenue  of  Canal  Fund,  •  •  350,000  00 

Carried  forward, 1927,387  04 
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Broaglit  forward, |927,387  04 

General  Fund  for  support  of  Govern- 
ment, surplus  revenue  of  Canal  Fund  200,000  00 

Hisoellaneous  recdplA, 30,823  96 

1,168,211  00 

Common  School  Fund. 

Bonds  for  land,  principal, tl2,892  96 

do            interest, 32,237  80 

Loans  of  capital,  principal, 117,769  44 

do            interest, 24,506  28 

Loan   of    1792,  pnncipal, 71,910  64 

do            interest, 2,968  00 

Loan   of   1808 ,  principal, 169,830  61 

do            interest, 6,617  90 

Loan   of   1840,  interest, 496  10 

Sales  of  lands, 6,271  89 

Rent  of  lands  leased, 167  87 

Principal  on  State  Stock  and  Comp- 
troller's bonds, 30,000  00 

Interest  on  State  stock  and  Comp- 
troller's bonds, 61,823  03 

Bank  stock  dividends, 4,341  60 

Appropriation  to  schools  from  revenue 

of  United  States  Deposite  Fund, . .  166,000  00 

Capital  from  revenue  of  United  States 
Deposite  Fund,  (for  tbe  balance  to 
make  up  the  $25,000  required  by 
the  Constitution,  bonds  have  been 
tnmaferred  from  United  States  De- 

podte  Fund  to  this  fund,) 19,678  00 

746^91  61 

United  States  Deposite  Fund. 

Loans  of  capital,  principal,  ••.•..••  31,286  23 

do            interest, 213,667  33 

Interest  M  Slate  stock, 33,2%  36 

C  rried  forward, $278,227  92  $1,903,702  h\ 
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Brought  forward^ $278^27  92  $1,903,702  51 

Sale  of  one  Comptroller's  bond,.  •  • .        100,000  00 

Sales  of  lands, «  5,995  14 

liVashington's  Head  Quarters,  (chap. 

265,Laws  of  1850,) 2,391  02 

r 386,614  08 

^  Literature  Fund. 

Interest  on  State  Stock, 12,504  16 

Bank  stock  dividends, 1,935  00 

Appropriations   to  Academies  from 

reyenue  of  U.  S.  Deposite  Fund,.  26,000  00 

...         39,439  16 

Bank  Fund. 

Interest  on  State  stocks, 4,441  18 

Sale  of  State  stocks, 36,400  00 

Sale  of  Comptroller's  bonds, 13,036  16 

Contributions  from  sundry  banks,..  125,016  01 

Assets  of  insolvent  banks, •  •  •  2,863  21  •         ^ 

181,756  66 

Auburn  tf  Rochester  R,  R.  Co.  Sinking  Fund. 

Bevenue, 2,157  83 

Contribution, 4,000  00 


6,167  83 


Hudsm  4r  Berkshire  R.  R.  Co.  Sinking  Fund. 

Revenue, 603  16 

Sale  of  Comptroller's  bonds, 5,134  77 


6,737  93 


Long  Island  R.  R.  Co.  Sinking  F\ini. 

Revenue, 289  87 

Contribution, • .  • .«  2,00Q  00 

2)288  87 

Carried  forward^ |8;52&,697.d4 
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Brought fonmd,..., i 12^26,697  94 

Tanawanda  R.R.Co.  Sinking  Rmd. 

RereDuei  ••••••••••••••• 

771  94 

CoDtribation, 

1^00  00 

Sale  of  Comptroller's  bonds, 

7^2  15 
9,604  09 

Tioga  Coalj  Iran^  4rc., 

Co.  Sinking  Fund. 

lUTcnue, ••••••••• 

52  27 

Canal  Fund, 

Erie                            Canal  tolls,. .. 

«2,926^16  98 

Champlain                     do 

do  ... 

,        128,761  67 

Oswego                          do 

do  ... 

94^24  17 

Cayuga  &  Seneca          do 

do  .. 

27,589  59 

Chemiing                       do 

do  ... 

16,276  54 

Crooked  Lake               do 

do  . ., 

1,796  17 

Chenango    ,                  do 

do  ... 

20,343  65 

Black  River                   do 

do  . . 

1,115  73 

Genesee  Valley             do 

do  .. 

28,821  98 

Oneida  Lake  feeder 

do  . . 

2,513  19 

Oneida  River  Improvement 

do  ... 

5,566  63 

Seneca  River  towing  path, 

do  . . 

23045 

Cayuga  blet, 

do  ... 

206  96 

Albany  k,  Schenectady  R.  R. 

CO.  tolls 

,         41,631  31 

Troy  and  Schenectady    do 

do 

20,993  56 

Vtica  and  Schenectady    do 

do 

10,412  90 

Syracuse  and  Utica,        do 

do 

10,194  92 

Auburn  and  Syracuse      do 

do 

2,984  51 

Auburn  and  Rochester,   do 

do 

9,307  78 

Tonawanda                    do 

do 

2,037  60 

Attica  and  Buffalo,         do 

do 

31,554  50 

Oswego  and  Syracuse     do 

do 

3,913  94 

Saratoga  and  Washington  do 

do 

3,498  14 

Chemung                        do 

do 

1,905  76 

Rent  of  surplus  "waters. . .  •  • 

2,604  74 
.       673/>19  81 
4^066,601  18 

-  ^     ^^     mm^mm  m^m'mm^^      ww  w^  m  wa  ^^V  •     •    •     • 

Total  recapts, 

96,601,966  48 
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PAYMENTS. 

General  Iktnd. 

^^  Governor, $4,000  00 

'    Comptroller, •  •  •  •  •  2,600  00 

'  Secretary  of  State, 2^00  00 

'  Treasurer,  .  •  • 1^00  00 

./  Attorney-General, •  -2,000  00 

Adjutant-General, 1,000  00 

Ccnniiiissary-General, 700  00 

Judge-Advocate-General,  ..•••••••  160  00 

Inspectors  of  State  Prisons, 4,800  00 

^  Judges  of  the  court  of  appeals,.  •  •  •  •  10,000  00 

'^  Justices  of  supreme  court,  1st  dist.  10,000  00 

do                    do           2d    do  10,000  00 

do                    do           3d    do  10,000  00 

do                  .do           4th  do  10,000  00 

do                    do           6th  do  10,000  00 

do                   do           6th  do  9,881  66 

do                    do           7th  do  9,979  16 

,,         do                   do           8th  do  10,000  00 

Commissioners  of  the  code,  •  •  • 2,460  00 

Commissioners  on  practice  and  plead- 
ings,  .•... 2,860  28 

^  State  reporter, 2,000  00 

^  Cleik  of  the  court  of  appeals,   2,000  00 

'  Assistant  vice  chancellor  6th  circuit,  34  24 

Deputy  Comptroller,  •...••••...•  1^600  00 

t  Y  Deputy  Secretary  of  State, 1^00  00 

II.  Deputy  superintendent  of  common 

schools, • ...••  1,000  00 

gv  Deputy  Treasurer, •,..  1,300  01 

p  Deputy  clerk  of  court  of  appeals,  « •  1,200  00 

y  V  Governor' s  private  secretary,  •••««•  800  00 

f  Governor's  messenger,  • •  •  1,096  00 

Curator  of  the  Geological  Museum,.  683  32 

Carried  forward, .  •  • , #127,333  67 
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Brought  fbrward, $187,333  67 

'  Clerk  hire  Comptroller's  office, .  •  •  •  7,997  09 

do       Secretary's        do     ..••  2,307  79 

do    '  Treasurer's        do     •  • .  •  1,229  89 

'/     do       Attorney-General's  office,  1,190  98 

do       State  Engineer's       do  1,824  90 

do       Adjutant-General's    do  800  00 

do       Banking  department,  free,  4,909  19 
do       Banking  department,  in- 

porated, 3,785  84 

do       office  of  clerk  of  court  of 

appeals, 3,685  37 

State  library,  salaries, 1,850  02 

State  library,  expenses, • .  •  •  5,087  50 

r  Supreme  court,    do     •  %••  •  1,816  00 

Court  of  appeals,do     ..,^ •  227  50 

^Senate                  do     3,500  00 

Assembly  .          do     8,550  00 

Capitol,                do 5,430  74 

Kew  State  Hall,  do     4,715  36 

.  Old  State  Hall,   do 558  81 

Geol<^cal  Museum,  expenses,  .  •  •  •     ,  542  69 

Comptroller's  office,            do     ....  1 ,048  45 

'  Secretary            do             do     . .  •  •  1,369  32 

'Treasurer's         do             do     ••••  140  33 

Attorney-General's  office,  do     •  •  • .  264  27 

Adjutant-Ckneral's    do      do     •«.•  94  37 

State Engmeer's        do      do     ••..  106  02 

Banking  department,  free,  do     • . .  •  9,324  23 
Banking  department,   incorporated, 

expenses, 1,220  30 

Office  of  clerk  of  court  of  appeals, 

expenses, 320  99 

Stati<Hiery  for  public  officas  and  Le- 
gislature,   4,584  87 

Fuel  for  public  offices  and  Legislature,  137  91 

Postage,  Executive  chamber, 379  17 

do     Comptroller's      office,, •••  967  92 

Carried  forward, 1207,310  39 
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Brought  forwardy $207,310  39 

Postage^  Secretary's          office, .  •  •  •  1,415  69 

do     Treasurer's            do     ••••  231  74 

do      State  Engineer's    do     ...•  17186 

do      Adjutant-General's  offices  •  I  176  61 

^do     Attorney-General's    do    .•  127  48 

do     Banking  department,  free,.  106  47 

Bent  and  taxes  of  Governor's  house,  1,677  00 

Surrey  and  appraisement  of  public 

lands,   826  22 

County  taxes,  redemptions, 26,609  73 

do        do    erroneous  payments,  .  2,661  03 

do        do    county  treasurers,  .  •  •  24,646  96 

V  -^^ Colored  OT>han  Asylum,  N.  Y 600  00 

Prince-street  Orphan  Asylum,  N.  Y.  600  00 

New-York  Orphan  Asylum, 600  00 

Bnfilo  Hospital  of  Sisters  of  Charity,  4,000  00 

.    Kew-York  Hospital, 22,600  00 

Northern  Dispensary,  N.  Y 1,600  00 

Eastern  Dispensary,  N.  Y 1,500  00 

New-York  Dispensary, 1,600  00 

Foreign  poor, 20,000  00 

SUte  Lunatic  Asylum, 9,429  92  * 

^  Institution  for  the  Blind,  N.  Y 11,918  86 

Inttitation  for  the  Deaf  and  Dmnb, 

N.Y. 26,784  10 

^^^  N.  Y.  Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary, 1 ,000  00 

il   Slate  Normal  School, 2,300  00 

Society  for  the  reformation  of  juvenile  , 

delinquents,  N.  Y 8,000  00 

/      House  of  Refuge,  western  N.  Y .  • .  •  18,000  00 

Slate  Prison,  Sing  Sbg,    4M37  60 

do        do    Clmton, 24,816  38 

do        do    convicts, 10,796  06 

do        do    agents, ,.  178  04 

do        do    books,   360  00 

Fvfptives  from  justice, 1,112  99 

^       Carried  forward, $473,280  79 
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Brought  forward, $473;280  79 

Apprehenaon  of  criminalsi 200  00 

Commissary's  department, 14,487  68 

New-York  Arsenal 920  08 

Keepers  of  arsenals. 232  71 

Coarts  martial 1,871  40 

Brigade  Inspectors 60  00 

Indian  affairs.    Annuities 7,161  67 

"            Attorney  sand  agents,  1,209  77 

Purchase  of  Indian  lands 649  16 

Intrusion  on  Indian  lands •  167  38 

Legislature,  pay  of  members  &  officers  75,077  59 

Cbmi^ittee  on  Treasurer's  acc'ts  &c.  947  40 

Printing 93,223  13 

Geological  Surrey 16,943  82 

Onondaga  salt  springs .* .  29,027  00 

Roads 2,495  49 

Incidental  expenses  of  administering 

gOTemment  •  •  • 860  00 

Agricultural  societies  •  •  • 6,107  00 

Annuity  to  James  Minor.  •  •  • 60  00 

County^  clerks 16  16 

Costsof  suits 2,041  98 

Bounty  on  wolyes 75  00 

DiscoTerers  of  forfeited  ^tates 179  18 

Interest  on  Comptroller's  bonds 106,553  45 

Interest  on  State  stock 45^0  28 

Catskill  and  Canajoharie  R.  R.  State 

itock.     Interest 10,000  00 

Hodson  and  Berkshire  tl.  R.  State 

stock,  Interest, 8,250  00 

Ithaca  and  Owego  R.  R.  State  stock. 

Interest, 14,486  50 

Kew-Tork  and  Erie  R.  R.  State  stock. 

Interest 167,500  00 

Miscellaneous  payments  • ., 87,069  32 

Common  School  Fund. 

Difidends  to  schools 325^93  46 

hrestments  of  capital 243,536  16 


1,166.983  94 


Carried  forward, |569,Q29  62  11,166^963  di 

/Googk 


Digitized  by  ' 


12  [A 

Brought  forward |669,029  62  |I,166,983  94 

Erroneous  payments 30  00  «                           , 

Loan  to  Allegany  county 2,000  00 

"        Cayuga        "      15,626  00  | 

«        Chemung     «      1,500  00  | 

«        Erie             "      ^.  12,600  00  i 

^        Fulton         «      3,000  00  , 

«        Genesee      <<      15,000  00  , 

"        Genesee  &Erie     1,000  00 

*«      ^JefiFerson             , 9,312  59  j 

«        Monroe               20,000  00  I 

«        Niagara              5,000  00 

«        Onondaga           16,000  00  i 

«        Orleans               1,000  00  i 

«        Townof  Alfred   10,000  00  i 

«            "         Brownville   1 ,200  00  i 

"            "         Greig 760  00 

<<        Board  of  Education,  Medina,  3,000  00  i 

685,738  21          j 


United  States  Deposite  Fund. 

Appropriation  to   School  Fund  for 

schools, • 165,000  00 

Appropriation  to  capital  of  School 
Fund,  (for  the  balance  to  make  up 
the  125,000  required  by  the  Con- 
stitution, bonds  have  been  trans- 
ferred to  the  School  Fund  from 

thisfund,) 19,678  00 

Appropriation  to  literature  Fund  for 

Academies, 25,000  00 

Investment  of  capital, 147,741  27 

State  Normal  School,. 10,000  00 

IKstrict  School  Journal, «  2^00  00 

Deputy  superintendents, « •  •  •  ^  302  50 

Teachers'  Institutes, 840  00 

Indian  Schools, 1>400  00 

Albany  Medical  College, 1 ,000  00 

Carried  forward, $373,361  77  |1 ,852,722  16 
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Brought  forward, $373^1  77  #1^2,722  16 

Geneva  Medical  CoUege^ 1,000  00 

Geneva  College, 3,000  00 

Hamilton  College, 3,000  00 

St.  John's  College,  Fordham, 2,500  00 

College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons, 

New-York, 1,000  00 

Bo&lo  UniTersitj, 1,000  00 

NewTork  UniTersitj, bfiOO  00 

Madison  Unirersity, 8,000  00 

Dutcbess  County  Academy, 4/)00  00 

Albany  Orphan  Asylum, 346  79* 

St  Tmcent's  Roman  Catholic  Orphan 

Asylum,  Albany, 168  88 

Brooklyn  Orphan  Asylum, 1^15  36 

Boman   Catholic   (^han   Asylum, 

Brooklyn, 398  33 

BufUo  Ghrphan  Asylum) 126  67 

St.Yineenfs Orphan  Asylum, Buffidos  111  58 

Kew-York  Orphan  Asylum, 274  43 

Colored  Orphan  Asylum,  New-York,  449  86 

Protestant  Half-Orphan  Asylum,N.Y.  648  81 
Roman  Catholic  Orphan  Asylum,  New 

York, 904  68 

Roman  Catholic  Half-Orphan  Asylum, 

New-York, 373  96 

Onondaga  County  Orphan  Asylum,  ••  268  39 

Rochester  Orphan  Asylum, 217  18 

Roman    Catholic   Orphan   Asylum, 

Rochester,.. 123  66 

Troy  Orphan  Asylum, 228  16 

St  John's  Roman  Catholic  Orphan 

Asyhim,Utica, 78  42 

402,891  36 

LUeraturt  Fund. 

IKTidends  to  academies, #39,661  64 

Books  and  apparatus  (ot  academies,.  2,7Q7  96 
Regents  of  the  University,  contingent 

expenses, 1^00  00 

43,86f  69 

Carried  forward, 12,299,483  10 
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Brought  fonrardy $2,299483  10 

Bank  Fund. 

Redemption  of  stock, $135,444  00 

Interest  on  stock, 44,046  62 

Redemption  of  bills, • 374  00 

179,864  62 

Auburn  and  Rochester  Railroad  Co.  Sinking  Rmd. 

Inrestments  of  capital, 13,000  00 

Tonawanda  Railroad  Company  Sinking  Fund. 
Inrestments  of  capital, •  •  •  5,800  00 

Canal  F\ind. 

Payments  aa  warrants  of  the  auditor,  (see  Laws  of 

1848,  chapter  162,) 4,974,264  47 

Total  payments, $7,472,402  09 


TOTAL  RECEIPTS  AND  PAYMENTS, 
FVmn  October  1, 1849,  to  September  30, 1850,  inclusive. 

Simdrj  FiiAdfl.  EeMipts .  PaymsnU. 

General  Fund, •  •  $1,168,211  00    $1,166,983  94 

Common  School  Fund, 746,491  6 1         686,738  21 

United  States Depoate  Fund,.   ...  386,614  08         402,891  36 

Literature  Fund, 39,439  16          43,869  59 

Bank  Fund, 181,756  56         179,864  62 

Auburn  and  Rochester  Railroad  Co. 

Sinking  Fund, 6,157  83           13,000  00 

Hudson  and  Berkshire  Railroad  Co. 

Sinking  Fund, '.  5,737  93 

Long  Island  Railroad  Co.  Sinking 

Fund, 2,289  87 

Carried  forward, $2,525,697  94    $2,492,347  62 
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Brought  forward, $2^36,697  94    12^92^7  <B 

Tooawanda  Bailroad  Co.  Sinking  , 

Fond, 9,604  09  5^00 

Tioga,  coal  iron  Slc,  Co.  Sinking 

Fund, 62  27 

CbnalFund, 4,066,60118     4,974,254  47 

$6,601,966  48    $7,472^402  09 
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COPY  OF  THE  COMMITTEE'S  CERTIFICATE. 


STATE  OF  NEW-YORK, 
Tbxasurer's  QfficE)  ) 
Mbmy,  Dec.  13, 1850.  ) 

The  joint  committee  of  the  Senate  and  Assembly,  appointed  under 
the  act  entitled,  ^^An  act  relating  to  the  examination  of  the  Trea^nir- 
er's  accounts,  and  the  canal  and  banking  departments,''  passed  May 
25, 1841,  having  made,  such  examination  as  the  law  requires,  and 
haying  examined  the  accounts  and  vouchers  relating  to  all  moneys 
received  into  and  paid  out  of  the  Treasury  during  the  period  from 
the  1st  day  of  October,  1849,  to  the  30th  day  of  September,  1850, 
both  days  inclusive, 

Do  Cebtift  : 

That  there  was  in  the  Treasury  on  the  1st  day  of  October,  1849,  a» 
certified  by  the  committee  to  examine  the  Treasurer's  accounts  for 
the  last  fiscal  year,  and  also  by  the  Comptroller,  the  suqi.of  two 
millions,  one  hundred  and  ninety-six  thousand,  eight  hundred  and 

rixty-two  dolkrs  and  twenty-five  cents, S2,196,862  25 

During  the  fiscal  year  commencmg  on  the  1st  day 
of  October,  1849,  and  ending  on  the  30th  day  of 
September,  1850,  both  days  inclurive,  there  was 
paid  into  the  Treasury  from  all  sources,  as  appears 
by  the  books  of  the  Treasurer,  and  the  certificates 
of  the  Con^ptroller  and  Auditor,  the  sum  of  m 
millions,  six  hundred  and  one  thousand,  nine 
hundred,  fifty-five  dollars  and  forty-eig^t  cents,  •  •      6,601,956  48 
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MakiDg  in  all  ttte.  sttm  of  dght  millions,  seven 
kimdrsd  and  nineEly^eigbt  ^thoosaill,  sight  hundred 
and  serentcan  dollars  and  screnty^three  cents^  •  ^    8,798,817  78 

Daring  the  same  period  there  vms  drawn  from  the 
IVessQrjbyTirtue  of  warrants  of  the  Comptroller 
and  Auditor,  the  stun  of  seven  millions,  four  hun- 
dred and  seventy-two  thousand,  four  hundred  and 
two  dollars  and  nine  cents, 7^73^409  09 

Leaving  in  the  Treasury,  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal 
year  ending  on  the  thirtieth  day  of  September^ 
1850,  the.  sum  of  one  million  three  hundred  and 
twenty-9X  thousand  four  hundred  and  fifteen  dol- 
lars and  sbOy-four  cents, $1,326^15  64 

The  said  committee  also  certify  that  the  accounts  of  Alvah  Hunt, 
Treaaarer  of  the  State  of  Ne^^York,  are  regularly  slated  and 
bala&eed  vp  to  and  including  said  thirtieth  day  of  September,  1860, 
and  that  the,  balance  was  deposited  on  that  day,  as  the  law  directs. 
(Signed) 

STEPHEN  H.  JOHNSON, 
HENRY  J.  ALLEN, 
HARLOW  GODARD, 

Jamt  CmmUtee  of  tkt  Legiilatur$ 
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In  compliance  'with  the  second  section  of  the  act  entitled  "An 
act  in  relation  to  reports  of  State  officers,"  passed  Norember  II9 
1847,  which  reqaires  said  officers  to  embrace  in  their  annual  reports 
"a  true  account,  so  far  as  the  same  is  practicable,  of  the  funds  and 
accounts  of  which  each  of  said  officers  is  in  charge,  to  the  termination 
of  the  current  calendar  year ;"  the  Treasurer  further 

RespectfuUiT  Refobts  : 
That  the  balance  in  the  Treasury  on  the  first  day  of 

October,  1850,  was, $1,336^16  64 

Amount  of  receipts  from  the  first  day  of  October, 

1850,  to  the  thirty-first  day  of  December,  1850, 

incluave, 3,143,634  13 

3,470,039  77 
Amount  of  payments  during  same  period,. .  • 1,363,534  39 

Balance  in  Treasury  on  thirty-first  day  Dec,  1850,    $3,107,515  48 
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E  ASSEMBLY,  JAK  10, 1851. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  ADJUTANT-GENERAL 

STATE  OF  NEW-YORK : 
ExEtfuTiTE  Department, 
Albany,  Jnuaty  10,  1861. 

TO  THE  LEGISLATURE: 


\ 


I  transmit  lierevrith  the  annual  report  of  the  Adjutant-General.  I 
would  respectfully  inyite  your  attention  to  the  defects  in  the  present 
militia  law,  adverted  to  in  the  present  and  the  last  annual  report  from 
that  office,  and  would  recommend  that  such  modifications  may  be 
adopted  as  shall  seem  necessary  to  impart  vigor  and  efficiency  to  our 
militia  system. 

WASHINGTON  HUNT. 


[Assembly,  No.  7.]  1  («.  n.  &  250.) 
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REPORT. 


STATE  OF  NEW-YORK: 
Adjutant  Genebal's  Office, 
Albany^  January  1,  1851: 

To  His  ExccllencT)  Washington  Hunt, 

Gwemor^  tfc. : 

Pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  the  Act  of  Congress,  approved  May 
8lh,  1792,  entitled  "  An  Act  more  effectually  to  provide  for  the 
national  defence,  by  establislung  an  uniform  militia  throughout  the 
United  States/'  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  annual  report  of  the 
condition  of  the  militia  of  this  state. 

Annexed  hereto  is  the  return  which  by  the  tenth  section  of  the  act 
of  Congress  above  referred  to,  the  Adjutant  General  is  required  to 
make  to  the  Commander-in-Chief,  a  duplicate  of  which  I  transmitted 
to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  on  the  30th  day  of  December 
last,  as  is  also  required  by  the  provisions  of  that  act,  which  shows  the 
strength  and  condition  of  the  militia,  so  far  as  it  can  be  ascertained 
from  the  returns  made  to  this  office.  This  report  shows  the  numerical 
force  to  be  thirty-one  thousand  and  forty-five  greater  than  that  exhib- 
ited by  my  last  report. 

I  submit  herewith  a  tabular  statement  of  the  organization  under  the 
present  law,  so  far  as  the  same  has  been  perfected,  in  the  several 
military  divisions  in  the  state,  by  which  it  will  appear  that  five  regi- 
ments have  been  organized  since  my  last  report. 

Reports  have  been  received  from  the  county  treasurers  of  forty- 
eight  counties,  of  the  amount  of  military  commutation  money  and 
fines  received  by  each,  the  amount  expended,  and  the  balance  re- 
mainmg  in  their  hands.  Annexed  hereto  will  be  found  an  abstract 
of  such  reports,  by  which  it  will  appear  that  there  has  been  received 
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the  sum  of  thirty-nine  thousand  four  hundred  and  twenty-two  dollars 
and  six  cents,  that  of  that  amount,  there  has  been  expended  the  sum 
of  twenty-eight  thousand  one  hundred  and  nine  dollars  and  seven 
cents,  and  there  is  still  remaining  the  sum  of  eleven  thousand  three 
hundred  and  fourteen  dollars  and  ninety-nine  cents.  In  some  of 
these  reports  in  the  amount  received,  is  included  the  balance  remain- 
ing after  payment  of  the  expenses  of  the  previous  year,  but  it  mostly 
consists  of  the  commutation  monies  received  from  the  collectors  of 
the  towns.  The  regimental  fund  vnll  in  many  instances  be  consid- 
erably increased  by  the  receipt  of  fines  collected  upon  the  warrants 
which  are  still  in  the  hands  of  constables. 

I  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  your  Excellency  to  the  defects 
in  the  Militia  Law  specified  in  my  last  annual  report,  a  copy  of  which 
I  herewith  submit.  These  defects  were  not  remedied  by  the  last  Le- 
gislature. Without  the  amendments  therein  suggested,  it  will  be 
impossible  to  fully  execute  the  law. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

SAMUEL  STEVENS, 

Adjutant  General. 
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AMOUNT 

Of  ntilUary  commutation  and  Jmes,  received  and  paid  out  of  the  bal- 
ance remaining  tn  hands  of  county  treasurers  as  appears  by  reports 
made  by  them  to  the  Adjutant  General  in  the  year  1850. 


COUNTY. 


Albany, 

Allegany,.. .. 
Cattaraugus,  . 

Cayuga, 

Cbatauque.  . . 
Chemung,  ... 
Chenango, . . . 
Columbia,  . . . 
Dutchess,  .  . . 

Erie,   

Franklin, . . . . 

Fultoo, 

(ienesee,  . . . . 

Greene, 

Herkimer,  . . . 
Jefferson,!.... 

Kings, 

LiTingston,  . . 

Lewis, 

Madison,  . . . . 

Monroe, 

Monteomery,. 
New- York,  . . 

Oneida, 

Onondaga,. .. 
Ontario,   . . . . 

Orange, 

Oswego,  . . . . 

Otsego, 

PutDam,  . .  . . 

Queens, 

Rensselaer, . . . 


Am't.  reeeiTed. 


$643  79 
235  80 


168  79 

440  47 

1,119  36 

394  52 

777  02 

956  06 

991  79 

455  59 

93  16 

81  75 


43  47 
127  45 

1,326  91 
635  44 
374  60 
219  44 
555  48 
218  28 
14,624  70 

1,560  43 


821  41 

724  27 


732  40 
225  40 
549  71 
918  62 


Amoant  paid. 


$583  97 
216  75 


11  25 

376  59 

1,119  36 

385  63 

660  43 

863  49 

933  56 

418  37 

93  16 

81  75 


43  47 

8  97 

1,322  63 

594  24 


48  20 

453  00 

168  74 

7,998  67 

786  62 


'190  15 
714  78 


718  92 
225  40 
469  93 
443  73 


$59  82 
19  05 


157  54 
63  88 


8  89 

116  49 

92  57 

58  23 

37  22 


118  48 

4  28 

41  20 

374  60 

171  24 

102  48 

49  64 

6,626  13 

773  81 


31  26 
9  49 


13  48 


79  78 
474  89 
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OOUNTT. 


▲mt  received. 


Richmond, .  > . . 
Rockland,  . . . . 

Saratoga, 

Schenectady,  . . 
Schoharie,  . . . . 

Seneca, 

St.  Lawrence,. 

Steuben, 

Sullivan, 

Suffolk, 

Tioga, 

Tompkins, . . . . 

Ulster, 

Warren, 

Washington,  . . 
Westchester, . . 


Total,. 


Amonnt  paid. 


59  66 


289  49 
233  35 
456  97 
922  21 

2,978  90 

872  81 

39  41 

1,210  88 

86  07 

148  73 


58  35 

1,407  23 

641  89 


$39,422  06 


59  66 


166  75 
233  35 
446  77 
326  81 
2,976  90 
471  72 

36  15 
667  20 

85  01 
no  25 


1,406  50 
590  34 


$28,109  07 


Balance. 


122  74 

*  16*26* 
594  40 

2  00 
401  09 

3  26 
543  68 

1  06 
38  48 


58  35 
00  73 
51  55 


$11,314  99 
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m  ASSEMBLY,  JAN.  10,  1851. 


REPORT 

Of  Commissioners  appointed  to  appraise  the  damages 
of  William  George  Barnhart  and  others,  in  conse- 
quence of  their  being  dispossessed  of  certain  lands . 
by  this  State. 

7b  the  Honorable^  the  Senate 

and  Assembly  of  the  State  of  JfeuhYork: 

Hie  undersigned,  Bishop  Perkins,  George  Redington  and  John 
Fine,  commissioners  appointed  in  and  by  the  Act,  chap.  280  of  the 
Laivs  of  1850,  to  appraise  the  damages  sustained  by  William  George. 
Barnhart,  Jacob  Barnhart,  George  Robertson,  George  Gallinger  and 
George  Snetsinger  in  consequence  of  their  being  dispossessed  of  cer- 
tain lands  by  this  state, 

RESPECTFULLY  REPORT: 

That  upon  the  14th  day  of  Jane  1850,  they  took  upon  themselyes 
the  burden  of  the  commission  and  were  duly  sworn  to  support  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States  and  of  the  State  of  New-York,  and' 
faithfally  to  discharge  their  duties  under  the  act  aforesaid,  according 
to  the  best  of  their  ability. 

And  the  said  commissioners  report,  th  at  they  appraised  the  dama- 
ges of  the  said  William  George  Barnhart,  at  the  sum  of  one  thousand 
four  hundred  and  seventy-five  dollars  ;  the  damages  of  Jacob  Bam-. 

[Assembly,  No.  a  J  1  [u.  n,] 
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hart,  at  three  thoosand  two  hundred  and  eigfaty-fonr  dollars ;  the 
damages  of  George  Robertson  at  one  thousand  one  hundred  and 
twenty-seven  dollars,  and  the  damages  of  Geoi^e  Snetsmger,  at  four 
hundred  and  two  dollars,  and  the  damages  of  George  Gallinger  at 
three  hundred  and  nine  dollars,  making  in  the  aggregate  six  thousand 
fiye  hundred  and  ninety-seven  dollars. 

The  evidence  taken  before  the  commissioners  would  seem  to  prove 
that  the  claimants  suffered  much  larger  damages  on  account  of  the 
matters  referred  to  in  the  act  aforesaid. 

There  are  in  the  island  1,692  acres  of  land,  1,593  acres  of  which 
were  offered  to  be  sold  by  David  A.  Ogden  and  Gouvemeur  Ogden, 
who  obtained  title  from  this  State  after  the  settlement  of  the  bounda- 
ry under  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  for  the  snm  of  eight  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  forty-seven  dollars  and  fifty  cents.  Allowing  the  99 
acres  not  [$oId  to  be  of  about  equal  value  per  acre,  say  four  dollars 
fifty  cents  per  acre,  we  should  have  the  price  the  proprietors  asked  or 
demanded  from  the  settlers,  nme  thousand  one  hundred  and  ninety- 
three  dollars. 

This  sum,  without  interest,  or  the  costs  or  expenses  of  litigation  or 
other  damages,  the  commissioners  have  taken  as  the  basis  upon  which 
to  estimate  the  damages  under  the  act. 

It  appears  that  none  of  the  settlers  availed  themselves  of  contracts 
which  were  then  required  of  them,  or  if  they  did,  they  ^d  not  fulfil 
them.  That  Robinson,  Snetsinger  and  Gallinger  ultimately  lost  their 
land,  and  that  Jacob  Bambart  and  William  George  Barnhart  ultimate- 
ly made  other  contracts  at  much  higher  rates^  which  were  finally 
paid. 

li  appears  by  the  testimony  of  John  S.  Chipman  Esq.,  that  in  the 
first  contract  offered  for  the  sale  of  1693  acres,  the  Ogdens  assumed 
to  offer  the  land  at  the  price  the  same  would  be  worth  exclunve  of 
improvements.  Whether  the  price  fixed  by  the  Ogdens  was  or  not 
the  value  of  the  land,  and  improvements,  it  appears  that  it  was  a  price 
that  the  settlers  were  desirous  of  availing  themselves  of  in  1826^ 
with  interest  from  1822,  but  from  the  want  of  ability  and  means^ 
were  unable  to  fulfil  their  first  contracts,  made  after  the  settlement 
of  the  boundary.  This  the  commissioners  regard  as  the  misfortune  of 
^  the  settlers,  and  whatever  the  real  damages  the  settlers  may  have 
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nstaiBed  ia  cooaeqtmc^  of  Ibe  tnoMfor  Krf*  junididioB  of  ttie  Isbmd 
under  the  aettlement  of  boundary  and  tbe  low  of  tbeir  lendsi  tke 
commisaoners  have  not  deemed  it  tbeir  duty  to  aesuafte  as  t  baas  iof 
damages,  a  higher  price  than  was  at  first  demanded  of  the  settlers  by 
the  proprietors  who  derived  title  from  the  State. 

It  appears  that  the  title  under  which  the  settlers  beld|  was  derived 
in  the  first  instance  from  an  Indian  lease^  of  nine  hundred  and 
ninety-nine  years  at  an  annual  rent  of  sixty  dollars,  which  kase  was 
recognized  as  valid  by  the  proper  authorities  of  Canada. 

Assuming  that  the  sixty  dollars  annual  rent  was  equal  to  a  capital 
of  one  thousand  dollars,  and  the  embarrassment  of  a  title  subject  to 
rent,  with  a  remote  reversion  at  the  end  of  nine  hundred  and  ninety- 
nine  years  equivalent  to  one  thousand  five  hundred  and  nbety-sz 
dollars,  which  sums  deducted  from  the  Qgden  price,  leaves  $6^9^ 
u  the  aggregate  appraisal  of  all  the  damages  of  all  the  settlers  on  the 
Uand.  And  that  sum  we  have  apportioned  to  the  settlers^  according 
to  our  judgment  of  the  value  of  thdr  respective  farms  or  lands  when 
the  said  boundary  was  settled. 

t  To  the  €nd  that  the  Legislature  may  be  able  to  judge  of  the  justice 
and  equity  of  the  appraisal  made  by  the  commissioners,  they  have 
stated  in  this  report  the  principle  or  basis  on  which  they  acted  in 
coming  at  their  appraisal  of  damages.  And  to  enable  the  Legislature 
to  correct  any  error  the  commissioners  may  have  committed,  they 
bre  annexed  hereto  a  copy  of  the  parol  testimony  taken  by  them.  And 
they  have  marked  a  map,  copy  of  will  of  George  Barnhart  the  elder, 
and  certain  deeds  and  receipts  produced  and  proved  before  them,  as 
Exlubits  Nos.  1, 2,3, 4, 5,  6,  7,8,  and  9,  but  have  not  annexed  the 
exhibits  to  thb  report.  The  Exhibits  may  be  identified  by  the  signa- 
ture of  Bishop  Perkins,  written  by  him  under  the  words  £xhibit  No. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

BISHOP  PERKINS, 

JOHN  FINE. 
July  6, 1860. 

We  certify,  that  George  Redington,  named  in  the  preceding  re- 
port acted  with  us  in  the  hearing  of  the  matter,  and  that  on  the  6th 
of  July  1850,  after  hearing  the  evidence  herewith  returned,  the  un- 
dersigned and  Mr.   Redington  agreed  upon  the  sum  to  be  alloi^ 
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and  a^wanled  to  each  of  the  claimaiitB  mentioiied  in  the  annexed  re^ 
port,  and  it  was  agreed  that  Mr.  Peridns,  one  of  the  commissioners^ 
•should  draw  up  the  report  in  form,  to  be  signed  bjr  all  the  commis- 
sioners. 

Mr.  Redington  resided  about  twenty  miles  from  the  undersigned. 
Mr.  Redington  broke  his  leg  soon  after,  and  the  report  as  drawn  out 
was  nerer  presented  to  him.    He  died  on  the  15th  September  inst 

Dated  Ogdensburgh  Sept.  17, 1860. 

BISHOP  PERKINS, 
JOHN  FINE. 

The  undersigned  considers  it  proper  to  add  that  the  question  wheth- 
er the  claimants  are  entitled  to  damages,  was  not  discussed  nor  deci- 
ded by  us,  the  law  under  which  we  act  not  requiring  it. 

I  have  awarded  the  several  sums  not  for  the  loss  of  improvements, 
bat  of  the  title  of  the  land,-^-of  the  land  exclusive  of  improvements. 

I  think  the  use  of  the  improvements  for  a  long  term  of  years,  and 
sales  of  timber  have  equalled  the  expense  of  clearing  and  of  fences 
and  buildings. 

JOHN  FINE. 

September  1,  1850. 

State  op  New- York,  7  We,  the  undersigned^  Bishop  Perkins^ 
St.  Lawrence  Co,^  5  '  George  Redington  and  John  Fine,  com- 
missioners appointed  in,  under  and  by  virtue  of  chapter  280  of  the 
Laws  of  1850^  being  severally  duly  sworn,  says,  each  for  himself  that 
he  will  well,  truly  and  impartially  hear,  examine,  determine  and  ap- 
praise the  damages  sustained  by  William  George  Barnhart,  Jacob 
Bamhart,  George  Robertson,  George  Gallinger  and  George  Snetzin- 
ger  in  and  by  the  said  act,  claimed  to  be  appraised,  according  to  the 

best  of  his  ability. 

BISHOP  PERKINS, 
GEO.  REDINGTON, 

JOHN  FINE. 
Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me 

this  14th  day  of  June,  1850. 

JoHK  B.  Grant,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
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June  lithj  1860. 
In  the  matter  of  appraising  the  damages  of  Wm.  d.  Barnhart  and 
others  under  the  act,  chapter  280,  of  the  Laws  of  1850,  before  John 
line,  George  Redington  and  Bishop  Perkins,  commissioners  under 
said  act,  Solomon  Y.  Chisby,  a  witness  for  the  claimants  being  sworn 
and  examined,  testifies : 

My  residence  is  in  Comwell,  but  am  temporarily  residing  at 
Toronto,  employed  by  the  British  goyemment  in  the  Indian  depart- 
ment ;  I  have  known  ^arnhart's  Island  since  1804 ;  I  was  appointed 
by  the  Governor  in  Chief  of  Canada  in  1820,  agent  for  the  St.  Regis 
Indians ;  I  knew  Geoi^e  Barnhart,  the  father  of  Wm.  G.,  Jacob, 
John  and  Nicholas  Barnhart.  In  1813, 1  became  interpreter  in  the 
Indian  department  in  Canada  ;  I  then  became  acquainted  with  the 
fact  that  George  Barnhart  and  those  under  him  were  holding  said 
Island  under  an  Indian  lease.  The  Bamharts  held  under  that  lease 
until  1822  or  1823 ;  some  of  the  £auni]y  still  reside  on  the  Island. 
The  Indian  lease  to  Barnhart  was  recognized  by  the  British  goyem- 
ment as  conferring  title  according  to  its  terms.  In  1822, 1  was  spe- 
cially instructed  by  the  superintendent  general  of  Indian  affairs,  to 
collect  and  receive  the  rent  reserved  in  the  lease  to  Barnhart,  and 
pay  it  over  to  the  Canadian  Indians  of  the  St.  Regis  tribe. 

At  Barnhart's  request,  I  have  made  search  at  Montreal  and  Toron- 
to for  the  lease  to  Barnhart ;  I  found  nothing  relating  to  it  at  Mon- 
treal. At  Toronto  I  found  a  bundle  endorsed  on  the  wrapper  ^^  Lease 
from  St.  Regis  Indians  of  Bamharf^s  Island.^^  On  opening  the  en- 
velope I  found  various  receipts  from  Wm.  Gray  (who  was  Indian 
agent  appointed  by  them)  for  rents,  one  of  them  bore  date  I  think.in 
1804.  There  were  several  other  receipts  for  rent  of  different  years 
given  to  Barnhart.  On  the  inner  envelope  which  enclosed  the  re- 
ceipts, I  found  a  memorandum  in  the  following  words : 

'*  The  Lease  received  herewith  transmitted  to  CouncU.^^  That 
meant  the  executive  council  of  Canada.  I  think  from  comparison 
of  hand  it  was  Beckey's  writing.  He  was  clerk  of  executive  council 
of  Canada.  I  enquired  of  Wm.  Lee,  present  clerk  of  the  council. 
He  knew  nothing  of  the  lease. 

I  received  the  balance  of  rents  for  1820  and  the  whole  rents  of 
1821.     My  predecessor  in  the  Indian  agency  was  Mr.  Cahoon.     His 
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bocks  handed  orer  to  me  showed  that  the  rents  of  the  Island  had  been 
paid  from  ISHS  to  1820  inclusiye,  except  a  balance  of  thirty  dollars 
for  the  rent  of  1820,  and  that  balance  was  paid  to  me.  Preyious  to 
1813  the  Indians  collected  their  own  rents  or  it  was  done  by  their 
own  agent,  Wm.  Gray. 

In  1822,  there  was  a  grist  mill,  saw  mill  and  clothing  works  on 
the  Island.  The  head  of  water  was  from  a  wing  dam  and  a  race  cut 
across  a  point  of  the  Island.  There  were  valuable  buildings  and  im<- 
provements  in  different  parts  of  the  Island  at  that  time. 

Iknow  Colquahoon's  handwriting;  he  was  Indian  agent.  The 
two  receipts  produced  are  in  his  handwriting.  See  exhibit  No.  9. 
I  know  the  handwriting  of  Nathaniel  Norton ;  he  is  dead.  His  name 
subscribed  as  a  witness  to  the  four  deeds  produced  is  in  his  hand 
writing.    See  Exhibits  Nos.  3, 5,  6  and  7. 

The  government  in  Canada  gave  patents  predicated  on  Indian 
leases,  like  Bamhart's  lease,  upon  the  lessees  paying  to  the  Receiver 
General  a  sum  which  at  six  per  cent  would  produce  the  rent  reserved ; 
the  lessee  also  paying  the  expense  of  surveying  and  making  out 
patents. 

I  know  Charles  C.  Farrin :  he  v^as  employed  in  1806  by  the  St. 
Regis  Indians  as  a  scrivener  to  draw  leases.  The  rent  reserved  in 
Barnhart's  lease  of  1806  was  sixty  dollars  annually. 

Read  to,  and  approved  by  witness.    Adjourned  to  June  27. 

June  27,  1860. 
Joshua  Y.  Cozens,  of  Comwell,  vras  produced  by  the  claimants, 
and  was  duly  sworn,  and  testified  as  follows :  I  am  aged  83  years ;  I 
have  resided  constantly  in  Comwell  48  years ;  I  know  the  British 
government  exerdsed  exclusive  civil  and  military  jurisdiction  over 
the  Island  called  Bamhart's  Island,  from  the  first  settlement  of  it  un- 
til 1822  or  1823.  The  inhabitants  subject  to  military  duty,  did  such 
duty  at  Comwell.  The  civil  process  of  the  province  was  issued  to^ 
and  always  executed  on  the  Island.  The  Island  was  assessed  and 
taxed  as  a  part  of  the  town  of  Cornwell  during  the  whole  time  from 
1802  to  and  including  1822.  The  claimant,  Wm.  G.  Bamhart  has 
resided  on  the  Island  from  1804,  and  still  resides  there.  Some  time 
between  the  years  1816  and  1820,  I  do  not  certainly  remember  the 
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year  Wm.  O.  Barnhart  was  eollector  fbr  the  town  of  Cornwell  in  the 
county  of  Stormont.  FreTions  to  1813  I  was  a  scriyener  for  the  Ca- 
nadian Lidians  of  the  St.  Regis  tribe.  I  wrote  their  correspondence 
with  the  British  government  agent  for  Indian  affiiirs ;  I  often  acted  as 
an  arbitrator  or  umpire  in  settling  their  disputes  and  difficulties. 

I  know  George  Barnhart,  the  father  of  William  G.,  Jacob,  John 
and  Nicholas  Barnhart ;  he  resided  in  the  town  of  Comwell  on  the 
main  shore,  from  1802  up  to  the  time  of  his  death.  I  have  seen  a 
lease  given  by  the  chiefs  and  agents  of  the  British  St.  Regis  Indians 
of  the  whole  Island  called  Bamhart's]Island,  to  George  Barnhart. 
The  lease  bore  date  in  1795  and  was  for  999  years,  at  the  annual  rent 
of  $30.  In  or  about  the  year  1806,  thp  Barnharts  erected  a  saw- 
mill, and  made  preparations  to  build  a  grist  mill  on  the  Island.  The 
Indians  for  that  reason  exacted  an  increased  rent  and  a  lease  that 
would  secure  it.  A  new  lease  was  given  by  the  chiefs  in  council  to 
George  Barnhart.  I  saw  that  lease  often  from  time  to  time  from  its 
date  up  to  1811.  The  second  lease  was  for  999  years,  to  George 
.Batnhart,  bis  heirs  and  assigns,  at  a  rent  of  sixty  dollars  per  annum. 
I  know  that  Barnhart  paid  the  rent,I  know  it  from  the  fact  of  having 
drawn  the  receipts  from  time  to  time  which  the  treasurer  for  the  In- 
dians, signed  in  their  behalf.  I  drew  the  will  of  George  Barnhart ; 
(the  original  will  is  here  produced  by  the  register  of  the  county  of 
Stormont,  and  shown  to  witness.)  I  drew  that  vnH  ;  I  was  one  of 
the  subscribing  witnesses  to  its  execution.  I  saw  George  Barnhart 
sign  it.  I  had  the  last  Indian  lease  before  me  when  I  drew  the  will. 
I  have  compared  the  will  with  the  copy  Exhibit  No.  2.  It  is  a  cor- 
rect copy.  I  drew  the  deeds  herewith  handed  to  the  commissioners, 
Exhibits  Nos.  3,  5,  6,  7,  and  4.  No.  6,  transfer  from  Henry  to  Ja- 
cob, is  annexed  to  it.  George  Barnhart  had  five  sons :  Jacob,  Nich- 
olas, William  George,  Henry  and  John.  They  were  all  living  at  the 
time  of  his  death. 

June  27. 
Eeadah  Robinson,  produced  as  a  witness  by  the  claimants,  and  be- 
ing duly  sworn,  she  says  :  I  am  the  wife  of  James  Robinson  of  Corn- 
well,  and  am  aged  54  years.  I  know  George  Barnhart.  He  was 
married  to  my  mother  about  the  year  1804  ;  at  the  time  she  married 
him,  she  was  a  widow  ;  I  lived  with  George  Barnhart  till  his  death. 
I  know  George  Barnhart  claimed  to  own  and  hold  the  Island  called 
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by  his  name  under  an  Indian  lease  for  999  years  ;  I  often  heard  the 
lease  or  large  parts  of  it  read  in  the  presence  of  the  Indians.  They 
always  had  an  interpreter  by  the  name  of  Wm.  Oray  when  they 
called  for  their  rent.  It  was  the  British  St.  R^s  Indians.  They 
called  annually  for  their  rent.  I  saw  the  rent  paid  in  money  on 
several  occasions  to  them. 

Benjamin  French,  a  witness  produced  by  the  claimants  was  duly 
sworn,  and  says  :  I  am  69  years  of  age  ;  I  have  resided  in  Comwell 
since  childhood,  and  a  part  of  the  time  directly  opposite  Bamhart's 
Island,  and  in  sight  of  it ;  I  was  a  justice  of  the  peace  35  years,  and 
Col.  of  militia,  nearly  as  long.  Up  to  1822,  the  British  government 
exercised  exclusive  civil  and  military  jurisdiction  over  the  Island. 
The  inhabitants  were  required  to  do,  and  did  military  service  under 
the  British  government  during  the  war  of  1812.  The  Island  was  a 
wilderness  when  Bamharts  went  on  to  it,  and  they  and  those  claim- 
ing under  them,  occupied  the  Island  until  1822  or  1823. 

Cross-examined  by  commisaoners. 

The  Island  was  originally  well  covered  with  valuable  timber,  but 
before  Bamhart  went  on  to  it,  William  Wells  and  William  Jones 
cut  a  good  deal  of  valuable  timber  on  the  Island. 

Adjourned  to  the  28th  June. 

June  28. 
Peter  Bamhart,  a  witness  produced  by  the  claimants,  being  duly 
sworn  and  examined,  says  :  I  am  49  years  of  age ;  I  have  resided 
on  Bamhart's  Island  upwards  of  40  years.  I  am  not  interested  in 
any  claim  pendmg  before  the  commissioners.  The  claimant,  Jacob 
Barnhart  is  my  father.  A  map  made  in  1832,  and  styled  ^^  Reduced 
map  by  Robert  Tate  &  Sons,  Exhibit  No.  1,  is  produced  and  shown 
to  the  witness.  Witness  says  that  is  a  map  of  Bamhart's  Island. 
Jacob  Barnhart  owned  and  was  in  possession  of  827 tW  stores,  inclu- 
ding the  Gray  lot.  His  land  was  situate  at  the  head  or  upper  end  of 
the  Island,  and  northwesterly  side  of  it.  The  land  marked  on  the 
map  No.  3,  Jacob  Bamhart  $662.37 ;  6,  John  Oray  $117.76,  and  the 
lot  next  east  of  the  magnetic  line,  and  north  of  the  John  Oray  lot  be- 
longed to  Jacob  Barnhart  in  1822.  Excluding  the  improvements  on  the 
Oray  lot,  Jacob  Bamhart  had  about  350  acres  of  his  land  cultivated 
and  improved.  He  had  a  grist  mill,  saw  mill,  fulling  mill,  a  frame 
for  a  nail  factory,  a  framed  dwelling  house  26  by  30,  one  and  a  half 
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stories  high  with  cellar  and  all  finidied,  kthed  and  plastered  and 
painted  in&ide  ;  a  horse  bam  26  feet  square  clapboarded,  and  two 
banis  30  by  40  feet  each,  and  another  bam  26  by  30.  ThetQ  was 
some  good  double  wall,  5  feet  high,  two  miles  of  rail  fence^  an  or- 
chard of  40  apple  trees,  a  part  of  them  bearbg.  Most  of  the  Gray 
lot  was  cleared.  It  was  leased  to  Gray  by  Jacob  Barahart  There 
was  OD  it  a  log  house,  and  bam,  and  some  rail  fence  in  1822.  I  think 
the  Jacob  Bamhart  lot  was  worth  at  that  time  from  $15  to  S^O  per 
acre  including  the  buildings ;  the  Gray  lot  $8  per  acre.  Jacob  Bam- 
hart was  in  possession  of  the  land  designated  as  his  and  Gray's  from 
my  earliest  recollection,  til]  1823.  William  George  Bamhart  owned 
in  1822  lots  designated  on  the  map  as  No.  2,  254 .  14  acres  and  a 
»  small  lot  of  41  acres  adjoimng,  westerly.  Wm.  G.  was  then  and  had 
been  tar  20  years  in  possession  of  those  lands ;  all  his  land  but  about 
50  acres  was  improved.  He  had  three  framed  bams,  two  of  thetn 
30  by  40  the  other  26  by  30;  a  framed  dwelling  house  30  by  40,  a 
cellar  under  about  half  of  it.  It  was  (me  and  a  half  stories  high, 
hthed  and  plastered  inside  and  filled  between  the  clapboards  and 
plastering  with  stone  and  lime ;  also  another  frame  house,  26  by  30, 
one  and  a  half  stories  high  and  finished. 

There  was  on  his  land  a  buildmg  used  as  a  school  house  and  mee- 
ting house,  26  feet  by  40,  two  stories  high  and  painted  and  finish- 
^.  Wm.  G.  Barnhart's  farai  was,  I  think,  worth  $20  per  acre. 
There  were  some  apple  trees  on  the  lot.  I  knew  the  John  Bamhart 
lot  marked  on  the  map.  No  1,  latterly  known  as  the  Robinson  lot.  It 
was  on  the  most  remote  part  of  the  Island  from  where  I  resided. 
There  was  a  framed  house  and  bam  on  it.  I  cannot  describe  Ids  im- 
provements correctly. 

I  know  &e  Snetsmger  lot,  marked  on  the  map  No.  6, 134 .  75 ; 
two  thirds  of  that  lot  was  cleared  and  fenced.  There  was  a  firamed 
bam  on  the  lot  30  feet  by  40 ;  I  also  knew  the  Gallinger  lot  No.  4, 
102  •  75  acres ;  about  two-thirds  of  the  lot  was  deared  ;  a  framed 
bam  30  feet  by  40,  and  a  log  house ;  worth  f  10  per  acre. 

The  improvements  on  the  Island  were  oommenced  before  my  remem- 
brance, and  continued  to  be  made  and  increased  till  1822,  when  they 
were  as  I  have  described.  The  saw-mill  was  built  in  1806,  grist- 
mill 1815.  The  greater  part  of  the  land  spoken  of  as  cleared,  was 
deared  before  1812. 
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B.  O.  French,  a  witness  produced  on  the  part  of  the  claimants, 
being  sworn,  testifies:  I  am  40  years  old,  I  have  resided  in  Comwell 
opposite  Barnhart's  Island,  in  plam  sight  of  it,  from  childhood ;  in 
my  youth,  I  went  to  school  on  it ;  the  school  house  was  on  Wm.  G. 
Bamhart's  land  ;  I  knew  Wm.  G's  farm  well.  At  the  time  of  the 
settlement  of  boundary  xmder  the  treaty  of  Ghent  in  1822,  there  was 
three  framed  bams,  two  dwelling  houses,  a  school  and  meeting  house 
on  his  land  ;  I  heard  the  testimony  of  Peter  Barnhart ;  should  think 
the  building  about  the  size  and  character  described  by  him.  The 
farm  with  the  improvements  was,  in  my  opinion,  in  1822,  worth  from 
$20  to  $25  per  acre. 

The  branch  of  the  river  between  Bamhart's  Island  and  the  main 
shore  in  Canada,  could  sometimes  in  the  lowest  water,  be  forded. 
That  channel  was  never  navigable  for  boats  drawing  over  two  feet  of 
water,  and  never  used  as  a  descending  channel.  Steamboats  of  the 
largest  class,  and  any  vessels  navigating  the  upper  lakes,  can  always 
navigate  the  channel  between  the  Island  and  Massena.  That  is  the 
principal  channel.    It  is  very  deep  and  rapid. 

John  Stilwell,  a  witness  produced  for  the  claimant,  George  Rob- 
inson, being  duly  sworn,  says  :  I  am  aged  55  years.  I  resided  on 
Barnhart's  Island  from  1817  to  1845  ;  I  knew  the  occupants  of  the 
Island  were  ejected  sometime  between  1822  and  1825  ;  I  knew  what 
was  called  the  John  Barnhart  lot,  No.  1,  on  the  map,  322  acres;  a 
hundred  and  eighty  acres  of  his  lot  being  improved.  There  were 
three  bams  and  one  shed  30  feet  by  40  each,  and  there  was  one  shed 
18  feet  by  60.  There  was  a  frame  house  28  feet  by  32,  and  a  kitch- 
en attached.  It  was  finished  above  and  below,  and  painted  inside  and 
out,  a  com  bouse  16  feet  by  24.  There  was  500  rods  stone  wall  on 
the  lot.  The  improvements  were  mostly  made  by  John  Barnhart. 
The  farm  in  my  opinion,  was  worth  $10  per  acre,  in  1822. 

I  know  the  Snetsinger  farm  ;  there  was  a  framed  house  on  it  26 
by 40,  well  finished  on  the  first  floor,  with  a  good  cellar];  bam,  30  by 
40;  shed  with  hay-loft,  and  a  corn  house,  and  30  or  40  bearing  apple 
trees ;  80  acres  of  the  lot  was  cleared.  The  farm,  I  think,  was  worth 
$18  per  acre  in  1821-2. 

I  knew  the  Gallager  lot,  in  1822 ;  there  was  a  frame  bam  on  it^ 
a  log  bouse  ;  about  70  acres  cleared  and  improved ;  worth  $8  per 
acre. 
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Michael  Scarborough,  a  witness  produced  by  the  claimants  being 
duly  sworn,  testifies  :  I  am  aged  66  years  ;  I  have  known  Bamhart's 
Island  50  years.  George  Barnhart  went  into  possession  50  or  more 
years  since,  as  was  said,  under  a  title  from  the  Indians.  He  and  hia 
family,  and  those  under  them  continued  in  possession  until  after  the 
boundary  was  settled.  The  Island  was  in  a  pretty  good  state  of  cul- 
tivation in  1820  and  1821.  The  Jacob  Barnhart  lot  was  then  worth 
$18  to  $20  per  acre.  The  farm  of  Wm.  G.  Barnhart  was  worth 
from  $18  to  $20  per  acre.  It  was  a  rather  better  farm  than  Jacobs* 
The  John  Barnhart  farm  was  as  well  cultivated  as  any  farm  in  this 
section  of  the  country,  worth  as  much  per  acre  as  Jacob's  or  Wm's. 
farm.  The  land  of  the  Island  is  of  the  very  first  quality.  When  I 
first  knew  the  Island,  there  was  a  great  deal  of  valuable  pine  on  it. 

Daniel  Robinson,  a  witness  produced  by  the  claimants,  being  sworn 
testified :  I  am  aged  75  years :  I  have  lived  in  Massena,  opposite, 
and  in  sight  of  Barnhart's  Island,  since  1804.  I  was  a  magistrate  in 
Massena  from  1814  to  1816  ;  I  was  acquainted  generally  with  the 
atnation  of  the  Island.  In  1820,  21  and  22,  the  John  Barnhart 
farm  was  worth  from  $18  to  $20.  It  was  in  a  good  state  of  cultiva- 
tion, and  had  good  buildings  on  it.  The  Wm.  G.  Barnhart  lot  was 
worth  from  $18  to  $20  per  acre.  The  Jacob  Barnhart  lot,  about 
the  same.  The  Snetsinger  lot  about  $10  per  acre.  Until  after  the 
boundary  was  settled  the  Canadian  government  exercised  exclusive 
civil  and  military  jurisdiction  over  the  Island. 

John  Rice,  a  witness  produced  on  the  part  of  the  claimants  being 
duly  sworn,  testifies  :  I  am  aged  58  years,  I  have  lived  m  Cornwell, 
on  the  Canada  main  shore,  in  plain  sight  of  Barnhart's  Island  ever 
since  I  was  born ;  I  was  acquainted  with  Jacob  Barnhart's  farm  in 
1822.  There  was  on  it  a  saw-mill,  grist-mill,  fulling-mill,  house  and 
bams. 

I  heard  Peter  Barhart's  testimony  relative  to  the  buildings  and  im- 
provements on  the  farm ;  I  think  it  was  correct.  I  think  his  valua- 
tion of  the  farm  about  as  I  should  have  valued  it.  Two-thirds  of  all 
the  improvements  spoken  of  by  Peter  Barnhart  on  Jacob's  farm  were 
made  before  the  war  of  1832.  I  have  seen  men  ford  the  branch  of 
the  river  between  Barnhart's  Island  and  the  main  shore  in  Cornwell, 
on  horse  back  several  times. 

John  Polly,  a  witness  produced  on  the  part  and  behalf  of  the 
claimants,  being  duly  sworn,  testified  :  I  am  66  years  old,  and  except 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


12  I  AsaiacBLT 

when  in  the  military  service  of  the  United  States,  I  hare  resided  in 
Massena  43  years.  I  was  a  Lieutenant  in  the  United  States  army  in 
the  4th  Rifle  Regiment,  under  CoL  Oibson«  I  became  acquainted 
with  General  Peter  B.  Porter,  United  States  Commissioner  in  the 
settlement  of  boundary.  I  first  became  acquainted  with  him  while 
in  the  army  on  the  Niagara  frontier,  during  the  war  of  1812.  I  was 
with  the  commissioners  most  of  the  time  while  they  were  making  the 
survey  of  the  river  opposite  Bamhart's  Island,  both  channels  of  it. 
I  have  seen  people  cross  from  Bamhart's  Island  to  Cornwell,  fording 
that  branch  of  the  river  on  horseback.  Nine-tenths  of  the  water  of 
the  river  runs  in^ the  channel  on  the  south  side  of  Bamhart's  Island. 
The  south  channel  is  very  deep  anci  rapid. 

Here  the  counsel  for  the  claimants  proposed  submitting  the  matter 
to  the  commissioners.  The  commissioners  knew  that  the  Honorable 
John  S.  Chipman  had  been  an  agent  for  the  proprietors,  or  some 
of  them,  who  derived  their  title  from  the  state,  and  would  be  able  to 
show  much  of  what  had  been  done  between  the  proprietors  and  the 
settlers  on  the  Island  ;  and  they  desired  and  insisted  that  the  said  John 
S.  Chipman  should  be  produced  as  a  witness  before  them,  and  to  pro- 
cure his  testimony  they  adjourned  to  the  6th  of  July,  1860. 

July  6^A,  1850. 
John  S.  Chipman,  appeared  before  the  commissioners  and  being 
duly  sworn,  testified :  In  1823  or  24, 1  believe,  actions  of  ejectment 
were  commenced  against  all  the  settlers  on  Bamhart's  Island.  I  do 
not  know  the  history  of  those  suits.  I  find  in  the  books  of  David  A. 
Ogden,  a  memorandum  as  follows : 

Oct.  1, 1822.  John  Bamhart 322.12  acres  at  $6,82  f  1874  73 

Wm.  O.  Bamhart,  264.14 
Jacob  Bamhart,..  662.37 
George  Snetsinger,  134.76 

John  Gray, 117,76 

George  Gallegar,..  102.73 


do          <lo. 

1479  09 

do          do. . 

3854  99 

do    at  14, 

639  30 

do         6, 

588  80 

do          4, 

410  92 

1593.87  $8747  63 


^  From  which  I  infer  these  lands  were  sold  oj  offered  to  the  settlers 
in  the  quantities,  and  at  the  prices  mentioned  in  the  memorandum.  In 
October  1822,  after  actions  of  ejectment,  the  whole  Island  was  sold 
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bj  GODtmct,  viz:  1692  acres  to  Joho  Barnhart'on  the  first  of 
October  1836,  at  f  11434.75.  That  was  the  price  put  upon  the  land, 
Oct.  1, 1^2,  with  interest  on  the  same  to  October  1,  1826. 

Paid  at  sundry  times,  in  all,  at  and  before  the  contract  with  George 

Bamhart, $1434  75 

John  Bamhart's  note  at  60  days  for 833  33 

Bond  to  David  A.  Ogden,  for 6111  11 

do.      GouTemeur  Ogden,  for  •  • ••••••      3065  55 

$11434  75 


The  note  of  Johh. Bamhart  and  the  bond  or  contract  with  David 
!l  Ogden,  and  David  A.  Ogden's  interest  in  the  Island  sold  and 
transferred  to  Wm.  Short,  and  Gouvemeur  Ogden's  interest,  and  the 
Island  and  the  Bond  of  John  Bamhart  to  him  were  sold  and  assigned 
to  John  Greig. 

The  contract  with  John  Bamhart,  I  understood  to  have  been  made 
vith  the  assent  and  at  the  request  of  his  brothers,  and  other  settlers 
on  the  Island.  It  was  sold  to  John  under  the  impression  he  was  buy- 
ing for  the  benefit  of  himself,  his  brothers,  and  other  original  settlers 
on  the  Island,  and  my  impression  is,  the  sale  was  made  upon  an  es- 
timated value  of  what  the  land  would  have  been  worth  in  1822  if  no 
improvements  had  been  made  on  it. 

John  Barnhart  failed  in  business,  and  failed  to  make  payments  on 
his  contracts  with  David  A.,  and  Gouyerneur  Ogden,  and  the  land 
ame  back  into  the  hands  of  Short  Sl  Greig,  Ogden's  assignees,  some 
time  previous  to  1836.  I  was  not  the  agent  of  Short,  or  of  Greig, 
imtil  1836,  and  do  not  know  whether  any,  or  if  any,  what  payments 
were  made  to  them,  or  either  of  them,  on  the  John  Bamhart  contract 
cr  bond,  In  1836, 1  was  appointed  agent  for  Short  k  Greig.  Pre- 
Tious  to  that  time,  William  George  Bamhart  had  purchased  of  Short, 
254.14  acres.  A  deed  is  here  produced,  duly  acknowledged  and  re- 
corded, (not  left  as  an  exhibit,)  from  William  Short,  to  William  G. 
Bamhart,  for  254.14  acres,  dated  October  17th,  1834,  consideration 
expressed  to  be,  $2,060.67. 

May  1st,  1835.  Jacob  Bamhart  made  a  contract  for  the  purchase 
of  138  acres,  at  the  price  of  |966;  and  he  paid  $428,  and  failed  to 
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E  ASSEMBLY,  JM.  7, 1851. 


»»•# 


ANNUAL  EEPORT  OF  THE  COMPTROLLER. 

COMPTROLLEI 

Albany^  January 


Comptroller's  Office,  ? 
7, 1851.      5 


SlK, 

I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit  tb  the  Legislature,  the 
Annual  Report,  prepared  by  my  predecessor  in  oflBce,  exhibiting 
the  condition  of  the  finances  at  the  close  of  the  last  fiscal  year, 
lam, 

very  respectfiillyi 

your  obedient  servant, 

PH:  C.  PULLER, 
Comptroller. 
To  the  Hon.  The  Speaker 

Of  the  Assembly. 


[Assembly,  No.  9.] 
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REPORT. 


STATE  OF  NEW-YORK: 

COMPTBOLLE&'S  OfFIGE;  ) 

Albany^  December  16, 1850.      ) 

TO  THE  LEGISLATURK 

Tbe  OomptroUer,  in  obedience  to  chapter  350,  Laws  of  1847, 
liBS  the  honor  to  submit  to  the  Legislature  the  following 

REPORT: 
Exhibitmg  the  state  of  the  treasury  and  the  condition  of  tbe 
Amds,  at  the  termination  of  the  fiscal  year  which  expired  Sep- 
tember 30, 1850. 

The  several  funds  belonging  to  tiiis  State,  an  account  of  which 
is  presented  in  this  report,  are  the  General  Fund,  the  Canal 
Fund,  the  Literature  Fund,  the  Common  School  Fund,  the  United 
States  Deposite  Fund,  the  Sinking  Funds,  established  for  the 
payment  of  the  public  debt,  the  Bank  Fund,  and  certain  Trast 
Funds,  to  which  reference  will  be  made. 

GENERAL  FUND- 

Revenue. 

Balance  in  the  Treasury  on  the  30th 
September,  1849, 1113,279  22 

Amount  received  into  the  Treasury 
on  account  of  the  General  Fund, 
during  the  year  ending  80th  Sep* 
tonber,  1850,  (see  Statement  A.) .     751 ,297  66 
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Amount  transferred  from  the  General  ^  ^ 

Fund  Sinking  Fund,  for  interest  ^ 

on  moneys    advanced    from    the 

Treasury  to  meet  the  demands  on 

thatfund, 6,726  18 

Amount  transferred  from  the  School 

Fund  for  bonds  for  lands  received 

during  the  year  belonging  to  the 

General  Fund,  and  transferred  to 

the  School  Fund, 9,661  50 

Amount  of  warrants  drawn  on  the 

Treasury,  remaining  unpaid  on  the 

30th  September,  1850, 277  01 

1881,241  57 

Amount  of  warrants  drawn  on  the 

Treasury  on  account  of  the  Gene- 
ral Fund,  during  the  year  ending 
30th  September,  1850,  (see  State- 
ment B.) 807,340  32 

Amount  transferred  to  the  following 
fhnds  fctf  interest  on  Treasury  de- 
posites,  viz : 

School  Fund, |12,701  32 

Sank  Fund,, ....         622  40 

U.  S.  Deposite  Fuad,      4,880  86 

18j204  58 

i^paount  transferred  to  the  General 
Fund  Sinking  Fund,  for  interest 
on  State  stock  paid  from  said  fund,         1 ,026  66 

Amount  of  warrants  drawn  on  the 
Treasury,  which  r^naln^d  unpaid 

on  the  30th  September,  1849, ....  148  73 

826,720  29 

Surplus  of  revenue  on  the  30th  September,  1850,,      $54,521  28 


It  will  be  perceived  from  this  exhibit  that  the  Gexieral  Fund 
is  in  a  healthy  condition,  and  has  been  found  sufficient  to  meet  all 
thedemands  upon  the  Treasury  during  the  year.    Theie  jenudned 
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<m  liaad  at  the  «Ioge  of  the  year  a  surplus  of  $54^21 .38.  Tbe 
«oipIm  on  tbe  SOtii  of  September,  1849,  was  $113,279.22,  firom 
wiMh  it  appears  tbat  the  ordinary  expenditures  eteeeded  Ha^ 
iMeipts  of  the  last  year  188,757.94. 

It  will  be  obserired,  that  there  is  due  to  the  General  Fund  re- 
Tenue,  from  the  General  Fund  Sinking  Fund,  on  account  of  ad- 
vances made  in  1846,  a  balance  of  154,506.24,  which  should  be 
joefunded  inunediately  by  transferring  to  the  School  Fund,  as  ^n 
investment  of  its  capital,  an  equal  amount  of  the  iBank  Fund 
Stoeky  owned  by  the  Slaking  Fund. 

For  this  purpose  it  becomes  necessary  that  the  Legislature  au- 
thorize the  transfer  to  be  made.  It  will  furnish  a  safe  invest- 
ment of  the  capital  of  the  School  Fund,  and  the  Comptroller 
concurs  in  the  recommendation  made  by  several  of  his  predeces- 
sors, that  a  law  be  passed  conferring  the  necessary  authority. 

The  Comptroller  continues  to  entertain  the  opinion  expressed 
to  the  Legislature,  at  its  last  session,  that  the  resources  of  the 
General  Fund,  as  now  constituted,  will  prove  sufficient  to  pro- 
Tide  for  all  the  legitimate  expenses  of  government,  without  a 
resort  to  further  loans  or  increased  taxation.  But  it  must  not 
be  disguised,  that  this  opinion  rests  upon  a  belief  that  prudence 
will  be  observed  in  exercising  the  power  of  appropriation.  A 
just  and  enlightened  discrimination  should  be  shewn.  In  autho- 
rising new  objects  of  expenditure. 

In  addition  to  the  surplus  on  hand,  it  is  assumed  in  the  esti- 
mate, herewith  submitted,  that  the  ordinary  revenue  for  the 
present  ftecal  year  will  be  $672,630.57. 

The  principal  revenues  of  the  General  Fund  aro  <ierfi^in)m 
the  State  tax,  the  auction  duties  and  the  contribution  of  |200,00<V 
per  annum  trom  the  canal  tolls.  The  proceeds  of  the  State  tax  may 
be  materially  increased  by  such  a  revision  of  the  laws  regulati!ng 
taxation,  as  will  ensure  a  full  and  equitable  valuation  of  the 
taxable  property  of  the  State.  Further  experience  has  served 
to  confirm  the  soundness  and  importance  of  the  suggestions  en 
tikii  sabject,  communicated  to  the  last  Legislature  in  two  reports 
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firoln  this  office.  (See  Assembly  Documents  No.  8  and  No.  133.) 
The  present  law  is  correct  in  the  principle  laid  down  for  estimat- 
ing the  value  of  property ;  but  some  of  its  most  important  provi- 
sions are  practically  disregarded.  All  personal  property  (with 
certain  specified  exceptions,)  is  subject  to  taxation,  yet  it  is  no- 
torious that  a  large  amount  of  personal  capital,  having  no  claims 
to  exemption,  escapes  assessment.  The  law  requires  that  all 
real  estate  (as  well  as  personal,)  should  ^^  be  estimated  by  the 
assessors  at  its  full  value,  as  they  would  appraise  the  same  in 
payment  of  a  just  debt  due  from  a  solvent  debtor."  In  the  city  of 
New-York,  and  in  some  of  the  counties,  full  eflFect  is  given  to  the 
law,  by  estimating  the  taxable  property  at  its  actual  value.  But 
in  many  counties  this  plain  and  essential  provision  is  utterly  dis- 
regarded. A  system  of  under-valuations  has  been  adopted  and 
carried  out  in  practice  from  year  to  year,  until  it  has  grown  into 
a  custom,  too  general,  to  yield  to  the  force  of  statutory  require- 
ments. It  is  safe  to  assume,  that  in  a  majority  of  the  counties, 
the  average  valuation  of  real  estate,  as  returned  by  the  assessors*, 
is  less  than  one  half  the  actual  cash  or  market  value.  In  some 
localities,  farms  worth  forty  dollars  per  acre,  are  assessed  at 
twelve  or  fifteen  dollars  per  acre.  The  Comptroller  cannot  but 
regard  this  departure  from  the  legal  rule  as  a  dangerous  abuse, 
subversive  of  public  morality,  destructive  of  that  equality  which 
should  be  preserved  between  individuals  and  counties  in  the  im- 
position of  public  burthens,  and  extremely  prejudicial  to  the  in- 
terests of  the  Treasury. 

It  is  of  the  first  importance,  that  a  uniform  principle  of  valu- 
ation should  be  enforced  throughout  the  State.  The  justice  and 
equity  of  this  proposition^  are  so  obvious  as  to  command  univer- 
sal assent ;  and  we  cannot  doubt  that  it  will  be  cheerfully  ac- 
quiesced in  by  our  citizens. 

But  while  some  counties  reduce  their  assessments  to  less  than 
half  the  true  value,  other  counties  are  constrained  to  adopt  the 
same  usage  as  the  only  means  of  self-defence,  until  at  length  the 
assessors  yield  to  local  influences,  and  the  force  of  precedent 
becomes  stronger  than  the  positive  iiyunctions  of  the  law.  The 
.  evil  here  adverted  to  requires  the  early  attention  of  the  L^giala- 
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toie.  The  Comptroller  would  recommend  that  the  entire  law, 
regiilati2ig  assessments  and  taxation,  may  be  made  the  subject  of 
eueful  review  and  revision.  In  addition  to  the  usual  oath  of 
office,  the  assessors  should  be  required,  after  completing  their 
aaseflsments,  to  make  a  further  oath  that  all  the  taxable  property 
of  the  town  has  been  estimated  at  its  full  value,  according  to 
their  best  judgment.  The  Comptroller  would  also  suggest  that 
some  new  provisions  of  law  are  needed  to  regulate  the  assess- 
ment of  corporations.  Much  embarrassment  has  been  experi- 
enced by  assessors,  and  by  this  Department,  in  consequence  of 
the  inapplicability  of  the  Revised  Statutes  to  new  classes  of  cor- 
porations of  recent  origin  and  development.  A  comprehensive, 
equitable  and  well  defined  system  for  the  assessment  of  the  cap- 
ital of  rail  road,  plank  road,  telegraph  and  insurance  corpora- 
tions, is  deemed  indispensable. 

It  is  thought  proper  to  make  these  suggestions  on  the  subject 
of  assessments  in  this  connection,  because  of  their  immediate 
bearing  on  the  future  condition  of  the  General  Fund.  It  may 
safely  be  estimated  that  a  full  and  uniform  valuation  of  taxable 
property  throughout  the  State,  would  increase  the  proceeds  of 
the  half  mill  tax  firom  $100,000  to  $150,000  per  annum. 

In  estimating  the  ability  of  the  General  Fund  to  meet  new 
appropriations,  the  Comptroller  has  not  lost  sight  of  certain  re- 
sources (aside  from  the  estimate  of  current  receipts  from  ordi- 
nary sources  herewith  submitted)  which  will  be  realized  witiiin 
the  next  two  years.  The  sale  of  tax  lands  made  in  1848  inclu- 
ded the  unpaid  taxes  to  the  year  1844,  inclusive.  There  is  still 
due  to  the  Treasury  for  unpaid  taxes  on  non-resident  lands  re- 
turned for  the  years  1845,  1846,  1847  and  1848^  the  sum  of 
$157,135,  besides  interest  thereon,  amounting  to  about  |40,000. 
The  two  years  allowed  for  redeeming  the  lots  sold  in  1848,  hav- 
ing expired,  it  will  be  the  duty  of  the  Comptroller  to  prepare 
for  the  sale  of  these  lands  as  early  as  practicable.  It  is  intend- 
ed to  hold  the  sale  early  in  1852,  when  the  amount  above  stated 
will  be  realized.  There  is  also  due  to  the  Treasury  for  advances 
on  account  of  the  tax  of  1849,  on  non-resident  lands,  a  further 
fom  amounting  to  |55,319.    These  lands  under  the  act  of  1850, 
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pravidiog  for  the  $ale  of  l^nds  for  unp^d  tues  xst  the  ^omitiM 
whare  they  were  Assessed^  must  be  sold  by  the  countj  treasurejcs 
^n  the  first  Tuefid^jr  of  Deceiaber,  1852,  wbea  the  amount  due 
on  them  will  be  restored  to  the  Treasury. 

At  the  tax  sale  of  1848^  the  Comptroller  reserved  from  sale 
certain  lands  on  ^  Buffalo^  Cattaraugus  and  Allegany  reserya- 
tionSj  by  reason  of  legal  proceedings  commenced  by  pre-emption 
owners  to  contest  the  validity  of  the  tax.  The  amount  due  th.e 
Treasury  for  advances  on  the  lands  thus  reserved,  which  must 
tie  realized  either  from  a  sale  of  the  lands,  or  a  call  upon  the 
counties,  is  computed  at  $91,000.  The  Comptroller  had  hoped 
fiar  an  early  decision  of  this  important  question.  But  the  heaif- 
ing  has  been  delayed,  and  the  case  is  still  pending  be&re  the 
Supreme  Court.  The  Attorney-General  is  making  a  praise-wor- 
thy eflfort  to  expedite  the  proceedings,  and  a  decision  will  doubt- 
less be  obtained  4)efore  advertising  for  the  tax  sale  of  1852. 

At  the  sale  of  1848  the  Comptroller,  for  want  of  bidders, 
bought  in  for  the  State  certain  lands  at  the  amount  of  the  taxes 
th^eon,  being  $30,025.94.  There  remains  unredeemed 
$26,000.78,  besides  interest,  and  it  is  assumed  that  $25,000  will 
be  realized  from  the  redemption  or  re-sale  of  these  lands. 

In  the  last  annual  report  from  this  office,  the  Gomptrollar 
.Oi^ed  the  attention  of  the  Legislature  to  the  accounts  between 
tiiijo  State  Treasury  imd  the  city  of  New-Tork.  The  books  of 
tlus  department  exhibited  a  balance  against  the  city  treasuiy 
of  $113,716.21^  consisting  chiefly  of  certain  taxes  on  mutual 
iA8«arance  companies  returned  to  the  Comptroller  by  the  chambeer- 
lain  of  the  city  in  the  years  1845, 1846, 1847  and  1848,  and  this 
baiaace  was  increased  to  $132^07.95  by  similar  returns  of  tax^ 
tot  the  year  1849.  JDaubts  were  entertained  as  to  the  legal  Us- 
bility  of  mutual  insurance  companies  to  taxation  on  their  ae<m- 
mulcted  fund^,  and  for  tliis  reason  my  predecessors  refused  to 
liMdlt  these  returns.  ^  . 

The  last  Legislature,  (chap.  186,.Laws  of  1850)  provided  for 
an  equitable  settlement  of  the  acQounts  between  the  State  Trea- 
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S1117  aad  the  city  and  ^conMf  of  New-York.  A  proceeding  was 
then  peadi&g  iDetween  the  Sun  Mutual  Insuxanee  Gompanj  ai^ 
ibid  citf  corpe^ ation,  involving  the  validity  of  the  tax,  and  a  de- 
cision had  been  given  by  a  single  judge  adverse  to  tliecity*  The 
case  was  subsequently  carried  before  the  Supreme  Court,  and 
folly  argued  at  the  last  May  term,  when  the  previous  decision 
was  reversed,  and  the  legal  liability  of  this  class  of  corporations 
to  taxation  on  their  investments  of  capital  was  affirmed  by  the 
court.  Regarding  this  judicial  decision  as  of  binding  authority, 
the  Comptroller  has  deemed  it  his  duty  to  admit  the  returns  and 
place  the  amounts  to  the  credit  of  the  city  treasury,  in  pursu- 
ance of  Section  20,  Title  4,  Chapter  18,  Part  1,  Revised  Status . 
k  final  and  satisfactory  settlement  has  been  effected  with  the 
comptroller  and  chamberlain  of  the  city  sdnee  the  close  of  the 
fiscal  year.  0^i;ain  returns  conceived  to  be  irregular  and  unau* 
ftorised,  afid  amounting  to  $26,070.57,  were  rejected  by  the 
Comptroller,  and  that  amount  has  been  paid  into  the  State  Trea- 
sury by  the  city  chamberlain.  The  returns  admitted  by  the 
Comptroller  have  been  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Attorney- 
General,  who  will  proceed  to  recover  the  taxes  in  the  manner 
prescribed  by  law,  unless  such  pz^oceedings  should  be  rendered 
onnecessary  by  voluntary  payments.  The  balance  due  on  these 
returns  is  $106,237.38.  Several  of  the  corporations  have  failed 
dnce  the  imposition  of  the  tax,  but  a  majority  of  them  are  re- 
presented as  prosperous,  and  it  is  estimated  that  at  least  f  60,000 
will  be  realized. 

The  Comptroller  is  of  opinion  that  in  addition  to  the  current 
or  accruing  revenues  anticipated  in  the  regular  estimate,  the 
General  Fund  will  realize  from  the  resources  and  balances  above 
referred  to,  in  the  years  1851  and  1852,  at  least  $350,000,  and 
probably  over  $400,000. 

If  the  Legislature  should  deem  it  expedient  to  ma3ce  appn>- 
iriations  fbr  new  olbjects  of  utility  and  beneficence,  the  time 
and  amount  of  such  expenditures  should  be  adjusted  with 
reference  to  these  anticipated  means,  so  as  not  to  trench  upon 
the  current  revenues  required  for  the  ordinary  support  of  gov- 
cnunent. 
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Tor  a  detailed  exhibit  of  the  receipts  and  payments  on  ac- 
count of  the  General  Fund,  and  the  other  funds  daring  the  last 
fiscal  year,  reference  is  made  to  the  statements  hereto  annexed, 
marked  A.  and  B. 


STATE  OF  THE  TREASURY. 

Balance  in  the  treasury  on  the  30th 
September,  1849, $471,725  67 

Amount  received  into  the  treasury 
on  account  of  all  the  funds,  (ex- 
cept the  Canal  Fund,)  during 
the  year  ending  on  the  30th  of 
September,  1850,  (see  Statement 

A.) 2,535,364  30 

13^07^79  87 

Amount  of  warrants  drawn  on  the 
treasury,  on  account  of  all  the 
funds,  (except  the  Canal  Fund,) 
during  the  year  ending  on  the 
30th  September,  1860,  (seeState- 
mentB.) 2,498,276  90 

Amount  of  warrants  drawn  on  the 
treasury,  remaining  unpaid  on 
the  30th  September,  1849, 148  73 

2,498,424  63 
Less,  amount  of  warrants  drawn 
on  the  treasury,  remaining  un- 
paid on  the  30th    September, 
1850, 277  01 


2,498,147  e& 


Balance  in  the  treasury  on  the  30th  September, 

1860, $508,932  25 
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Statexknt  of  balances  due  from  and  to  the  Treasury ^  on  the  30^A. 

September^  1850. 
To  the  School  Fund : 

Capital, 1152,179  53 

ReTenne, 137,524  07 

$289,703  60 

10  the  Uterature  Fund: 

Capital, $3,063  78 

Bevenae, 14,078  63 

17,142  31 

To  the  U.  S.  Deposite  Fund : 

Capital, 45,293  91 

To  the  Bank  Fund, 10,494  26 

To  the  Mariners'  Fund, .  144,223  79 

To  the  Bailroad  Sinking 
Fands: 

Auburn  and  Rochester,       $1,145  78 

Tonawanda, 6,703  85 

Long  Island, 4,159  48 

Tioga  Coal,  &c., 211  10 

12,220  21 

To  the  General  Fund  Revenue, 54,521  28 

573,699  86 

From  the  General  Fund  Debt  Sinking 

Fund, $54,506  24 

From  the  U.  S.  Deposite  Fund  Revenue,        8,913  64 
From  the  Hudson  and  Berkshij^e  Rail- 
road Company  Sinking  Fund, 1,247  23 

From  the  Treasurer,  for  balance  in  the 
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Estimated  Revenxte,  applicMe  fo  the  crdinary  tocpenses  of  govern- 
merit  for  the  fiscal  year,  commencing  on  the  \d  October  1850. 

State  tax,  after  deducting  advances  to  county  trea- 
surers, for  non-resident  taxes, $300,000  00 

Appropriation  from  the  surplus  revenue  of  the  ca- 
nals, for  the  support  of  government, •  •  • ,  ^  200,000  00 

Auction  duty, •,..,.,,,**^.  «5,000  00 

Salt  duty,  after  deducting  the  expenses  of  the  On- 
ondaga Salt  Springs,. . .,..., .   16,000  00 

Arrears  of  county  taxes j  and  interest, 40,000  00 

Pedlers'  licenses, 1,700  00 

Taxes  on  foreign  insurance  companies, 800  00 

Fees  of  the  Secretary's  office, 1,800  00 

Fees  of  the  Comptroller's  office, 160  00 

Fees  of  the  Clerk's  office  of  the  Court  of  Appeals,.  1 ,000  00 

Sales  of  lands, 1,000  00 

Tolls  on  Cayuga  Lake  Inlet, 100  00 

City  and  county  of  New- York,  on  settlement  of  ac- 
count for  State  tax, 26,070  57 

1672,630  67 


Estimate  of  the  ordinary  expenses  of  government  for  the  fiscal  year, 
commencing  on  the  1st  October^  1850. 

Salaries  of  the  officers  of  government,  including 

clerk  hire,.... .,     |45,00O  00 

*  Salaries  of  the  Judges  of  the  Court  of  Appeals,  and 

the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court, 90,000  00 

Salary  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Court  of  Appeals,  and 

clerk  hire, 6,000  OO 

Legislature,  compensation  of  members  and  officers,  75,000  OO 
Contingent  expenses  of  the  Legislature  and  the 

public  offices, 20,000  00 

Expenses  of  the  Capitol, 6,000  OO 
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!xpeiM8oftli^Stoto  Hall,. «,•«..».. 4y000  W 

Expenses  of  the  Old  State  Hall, .......  80009 

iipenses  of  the  State  Cahmet  jof  Natural  History.,.  .      IfiM  00 

Ixpenses  of  the  State  Library, ,.  7,000  09 

jpenses  of  the  State  Louatic  Asylum^  and  sup- 
port of  insane  eonviels, 7yD00  00 

jpenses  of  the  State  Prisons,,  exclusive  of  erec- 
tions, improvements,  &c., 50,000  00 

'  nunissary^s  department, 15,500  00 

linting  for  the  Legislature, 60,000  00 

•l^cellaneons  printing  and  engraving, 40,000  00 

rcf  and  dumb, 25,784  00 

Hnd, 12,480  00 

::^ital,  New-Tork, 22,500  00 

•feign  poor,  New- York, 10,000  00 

?phan  Asylum,  New- York, , 500  00 

orphan  Asylum,  Prince-street,  New-York,. ......  500  00 

.^haa  Asylums, 5,000  00 

i)iise  of  Refuge,  western  New-York, 6,000  00 

^ciety  fi>r   the  Reformation  of  Juvenile  Delin- 
quents, New- York, 8,000  00 

cw-York  Dispensaries, 1,500  00 

l-ooklyn  City  Dispensary, 500  00 

spensary  connected  with  the  Albany  Hospital,..  600  00 

lored  Orphan  Asylum,  New- York, 500  OO 

^cultural  Societies, 7,000  00 

•stage  of  official  letters,  &c., 3,000  00 

>at  and  taxes  of  the  house  occupied  by  the  Gov- 
ernor,   1,400  00 

^prehension  of  fugitives  from  justice, 2,000  00 

-  iomittee  to  examine  the  accounts  of  the  Treasur- 
er, and  the  Canal  and  Banking  Departments. ...  1,100  00 
Ccntingent  expenses  of  the  Court  of  Appeals  and 

the  Supreme  Court, 2,500  00 

Costs  of  suit,  fees,  &c., 2,000  00 

Tiansportation  of  the  Journals  and  Documents  of 

the  L^pslature,  &c.,.. ,..  2,000  00 

Incidental  expenses  of  the  Regents  of  the  Univer- 

aty, • •  1,200  00 
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Impioyement  of  Backet  river, 6,500  0( 

ImproTement  of  the  upper  waters  of  the  Hudson 

river, 2,000  OC 

Incidental  expenses  of  government,  and  apprehen- 
sion of  criminals, 2,000  Ofl 

Interestonloanforpurchaseof  Albany  Basin,....  9,629  21 

Miscellaneous, 40,000  OC 

$602,443  21 

The  foregoing  estimate  includes  $50,000  for  the  support  of  the 
Sing  Sing  and  Clinton  State  Prisons.  An  early  appropriation  U 
needed  for  this  object,  as  the  prison  appropriations  have  been 
made  with  reference  to  the  calendar  year,  and  the  amount  ap- 
propriated by  the  last  Legislature  is  exhausted. 

In  addition  to  the  above  estimates,  several  new  appropriations 
are  required  for  the  current  fiscal  year.  The  orders  of  the  lasl 
Legislature  caused  a  large  increase  in  the  printing  expenditure, 
and  the  amount  appropriated  for  its  payment  was  inadequate. 
The  appropriation  for  the  present  fiscal  year,  (being  $60,000,] 
is  already  exhausted. 

During  the  year  there  has  been  paid  irom  the  ordinary  print- 
iiJLg  appropriation,  nearly  $25,000  for  engravings  and  illustrations. 
It  will  be  necessary  to  appropriate  $30,000  more  without 
delay,  for  the  purpose  of  paying  the  cost  of  the  Docu- 
mentary History,  &c.,  ordered  at  the  last  session.  The 
ordinary  printing  expenses  have  been  considerably  increased  bj 
the  cost  of  maps,  engravings  and  colorings,  intended  to  illustrate 
Indian  antiquities  and  revolutionary  incidents. 

The  appropriation  for  the  expense  of  transporting  books  anc 
documents  to  county  treasurers  and  clerks,  and  to  members  o 
the  Legislature,  is  exhausted,  and  it  is  estimated  that  $5,435.3*; 
more  will  be  required  to  convey  the  books  ordered  at  the  las 
session.  This  large  increase  of  expenditure  is  caused  by  th< 
unusual  number  of  books  distributed  by  order  of  the  Legislature 
An  important  saving  might  be  effected  if  the  persons  entitled  tc 
these  publications  would  receive  them  here.  The  exi)enses  oj 
the  Western  House  of  Refuge  have  been  largely  increased  bj 
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(he  act  of  February  26, 1850,  requiring  all  juvenile  delinquents 
oonvicted  in  the  4th,  5th,  6th,  7th  and  8th  judicial  districts,  to 
be  confined  in  that  institution.  No  additional  appropriation  was 
made  with  reference  to  this  increase,  and  it  was  found  necessary  to 
apply  $6,000  of  the  ftmd  intended  for  building  purposes,  to  the 
ordinary  support  of  the  institution,  during  ithe  last  fiscal  year. 
In  order  to  restore  this  amount  to  the  building  committee,  and 
to  defray  the  ordinary  expenses  of  the  establishment  till  the 
dose  of  the  present  fiscal  year,  a  further  appropriation  of  $12,- 
•00  is  needed.  From  a  personal  examination  of  the  institution 
ad  its  management,  the  Comptroller  is  satisfied  that  its  expen- 
iitures  have  been  regulated  with  great  skill  and  economy. 

The  appropriation  for  paying  the  costs  of  suits,  is  also  ex- 
iiansted.  This  expenditure  has  been  much  increased  by  the  fees 
of  counsel  employed  in  the  manor  suits  and  the  State  Prison 
controversy.  A  further  appropriation  of  $5,000  will  probably 
be  needed  for  the  present  fiscal  year. 

An  estimate  of  additional  appropriations  required  for  expenses 
of  government,  during  the  remainder  of  the  fiscal  year,  is  annex- 
ed hereto,  (marked  C.) 

THE  CANAL  FUND. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  canals  of  this  State  continue  to  justify 
die  anticipations  so  frequently  expressed  by  the  advocates  of  a 
liberal  system  of  public  improvements.  The  gross  revenue  of 
the  canals  during  the  last  fiscal  year,  including  interest  oA  de- 
posites  and  rents  of  surplus  water,  was  $3,486,172.30,  being  an 
iacrease  over  the  receipts  of  the  preceding  year  of  $43,265.68. 
^See  Statement,  marked  D.) 

The  amoimt  received  for  canal  tolls  during  the  last  season  of 
:avigation,  as  far  as  yet  ascertained,  was  $3,276,903.00,  being  an 
iacrease  of  $8,677.00  upon  the  tolls  of  1849. 

It  is  proper  to  state  that  the  receipts  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
September  30, 1850,  fall  below  the  estimate  of  the  Commission- 
er of  the  Canal  Fund  at  the  commencement  of  the  year, 
^55,827.70. 
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A  eondderable  inaction  of  tolls  oa  some  leading^artkles  of 
tonnage  was  made  by  the  CaAal  Board  beibre  the  opening  of  na- 
tigation.  It  is  believ^ed  tbat  these*  redacUonft  i^^uced  a  con^ 
idderable  increase  in  the  eaaal  trade,  Trithont  any  diminntion  of 
the  aggregate  revenues.  An  interesting  question  aifses^  how  far 
the  policy  of  reduction  can  be  carried  without  impairing  the  re- 
tenue  In  considering  this  subject,  the  vMt  importance  of  en- 
suring the  completion  of  the  Enlai^ement  of  the  Erie  Canal 
should  be  kept  constiuitly  in  view.  As  a  limited  pioportion 
only  of  the  surplus  revenues  can  be  applied  to  this  work,  under 
the  provisions  ot  the  Constitution,  a  policy  should  be  pursued 
which  will  place  the  revenues  at  the  highest  attainable  point  of 
productiveness. 

It  was  fbieseen  at  an  early  day  that  the  enlargement  would  be 
necessary  to  maintain  a  successful  competition,  with  rival  routes, 
for  the  western  trade.  The  experience  of  the  last  year  tends  to 
confirm  this  opinion.  A  considerable  diversion  of  busii^ss  has 
been  caused  already  by  opening  new  channels  of  intercourse. 
The  revenues  of  the  Erie  Canal  will  be  exposed  to  serious  dimi- 
nution, by  a  transfer  of  trade  to  other  routes,  until  the  cost  of 
transportation  shall  have  been  materially  reduced  1^  the  com- 
pletion of  the  enlargement.  Tet  it  is  believed  that  under  no 
state  of  things  likely  to  occur  will  the  income  of  our  entire  sys- 
tem of  canals  &11  below  the  receipts  of  the  last  fiscal  year.  Du- 
ring the  first  months  of  navigation,  the  last  season,  the  canal 
trade  waa  impaired  by  the  short  crop  of  1849  in  the  western 
states. 

After  deducting  from  the  gross  revenuea  of  the  last  fiscal  year 
the  sum  of  $644,762,  for  the  expenses  of  collection,  superinteor 
dence  and  repairs,  and  $191,203.81  for  new  locks,  A^.,on  the 
Oswego  and  other  lateral  canals,  there  remains  a  nett  income  of 
$2,650,206.49.  Of  this  sum  $1,850,000  has  been  carried  to  the 
Sinking  Funds  and  the  General  Fund,  in  compliance  with  the 
constitutional  requirements,  leaving  $800,206.49  applicable  to 
the  appropriations  made  by  the  last  Legislature  for  the  comple- 
tion of  the  Genesee  Valley  and  Black  Biver  canals,  and  the  Erie 
Canal  Enlargement. 
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Adi^ting  the  last  year  as  a  ^Iterion,  Ae  ptesent  valae  of  &• 
canals  is  equal  to  a  capital  of  ^^nO^lOS,  invested  at  six  per 
cent  interest.  Tlie  ayerage.nett  income,  for  the  last  five  years, 
Is  #2^18,044^7,  wliich  is  equal  to  a  capital  of  $41,967,414.50  at 
six  per  cent,  interest. 

The  entire  cost  of  all  tlie  canab,  including  the  expenditure  ok 
file  fkie  enlargement,  the  tienesee  Valley  and  BlacikBiyercanalSi 
lo  80th  September  last,  was  $35415,237.75,  as  exhiUted  by  tke 
aceompanying  statements  (marked  £«  1.) 

THE  STATE  DEBT  AND  THE   SINKING  FUNDS- 

The  entire  amount  of  the  State  debt  on  the  30th  of  September, 
1850,  was  $23,530,802.48,  exclu^ye  of  the  contingent  debt, 
(loans  to  railroad  companies,  &c.,)  amounting  to  $933,036.16 
(See  statement,  marked  £.  2,  and  E.  3.) 

GENERAL  FUND  STATE  DEBT. 

The  amount  of  the  General  Fund  State  Debt  on  the  30th  of 
September,  1850,  was  |6,359,693.32.  The  amount  required  to 
pay  the  annual  interest  on  this  debt  is  $353,071.87, 

The  amount  set  apart  tram  the  canal  revenues,  as  a  sinking 
fund,  to  pay  the  interest  and  redeem  the  principal  of  this  debt  is 
$350,000  per  annum,  until  the  canal  debt  shall  have  been  extin- 
guished, when  the  General  Debt  Sinking  Fund  will  receive 
$1,500,000,  per  annum,  until  the  entire  debt  shall  be  discharged. 
The  present  Sinking  Fundappropriationis  insufficient  by  $3,071.37 
to  meet  the  payments  of  annual  interest;  and  tliis  deficiency  is 
provided  for  from  the  surplus  in  the  Sinldng  Fund,  whidi 
amounted  to  $12,247.08,  at  the  commencement  of  the  present  fis- 
eal  year. 

Of  the  Gteneral  Fund  Debt,  $*1 ,271,884.93  consists  of  Oomp- 
trailer's  bonds,  bearing  6  per  cent  interest,  which  are  held  hf 
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the  State  as  investments  of  the  capital  of  the  Literature,  Common 
School  and  United  States  Deposite  Funds. 

Although  these  bonds  are  payable  on  demand,  (except  $385,* 
000,  payable  in  1866,)  it  will  be  observed  that  the  principal  can- 
not be  extinguished  until  after  the  final  discharge  of  the  canal 
debt,  in  1865.  In  the  present  state  of  the  money  market,  means 
might  readily  be  obtained  to  discharge  this  portion  of  the  debt 
by  a  new  issue  of  Comptroller's  bonds,  bearing  5  per  cent  inter- 
est, which  would  result  in  a  saving  to  &e  General  Fund  Sinking 
Fund  of  $12,713.84,  per  annum. 

A  flirther  saving  of  about  $100,000,  in  premiums,  might  be  ef- 
fected by  issuing  a  State  stock  for  the  amount,  payable  after 
1865,  when  the  means  appropriated  by  the  Constitution  will  be- 
come available  for  the  extinction  of  the  debt.  Although  the 
Comptroller  possesses  sufficient  authority,  under  existing  laws, 
to  change  the  form  of  this  part  of  the  public  debt  in  the  manner 
indicated,  he  has  deemed  it  his  duty  to  refrain  from  exercising 
it  until  the  subject  should  have  been  distinctly  presented  to  the 
consideration  of  the  Legislature. 

He  has  paid  several  private  creditors  of  the  State,  who  held 
Comptroller's  bonds,  bearing  six  per  cent,  by  an  issue  of  new 
bonds  bearing  five  per  cent ;  and  has  thereby  reduced  to  a  small 
extent  the  annual  charge. 

The  question  is,  whether  the  Sinking  Fund  shall  pay  six 
per  cent  to  the  School  Fund  and  other  specific  funds,  when  the 
money  can  be  obtained  from  other  sources  at  five  per  cent,  or 
even  a  less  rate  of  interest?  If  the  Comptroller's  bonds  were 
held  by  individual  lenders,  there  would  be  no  ground  of  hesita- 
tion. As  they  are  held  by  the  State,  as  part  of  the  capital  of  the 
specific  funds,  their  payment  involves  the  investment  of  a  simi- 
lar amount  in  bonds  and  mortgages  or  other  securities  for  the 
benefit  of  those  funds.  It  is  believed  that  the  money  might  be 
safely  loaned  through  the  agency  of  the  Commissioners  of  the 
United  States  Deposite  Fund,  on  mortgage  security  at  seven  per 
cent  interest.  Loans  of  this  character  are  subject  to  some  con- 
tingencies which  must  be  taken  into  consideration.    The  mort* 
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gage  investments  of  the  United  States  Deposite  Fund,  after  paj- 
log  expenses  and  all  losses  of  principal  from  accruing  interest, 
have  yielded  a  nett  income  of  oyer  six  and  one  quarter  per  c^ 
per  annum,  for  the  entire  period,  from  1837  to  1850. 

The  debt  of  $30,000,  created  for  the  erection  of  a  new  State 
Arsenal  in  the  city  of  New- York,  has  been  discharged  from  the 
proceeds  of  the  sale  of  the  old  arsenid  grounds. 


THE  CANAL  DEBT. 

The  Maount  of  the  canal  debt,  chargeable  upon  the  Sinking 
Fund  created  by  section  1,  article  7,  of  the  constitution,  was  on 

the  SOth  September,  1850, |15,928,523  67 

Add,  loan  to  provide  for  eitraordina]^  Yfepairs, 

chapter  370,  section  2,  Laws  of  1849, 50,000  00 

Loan  for  the  purchase  of  Albany  basin,  chapter 

200,  Laws  of  1849, ......         192,585  49 

[See  Statement  marked  £.  1.)  $16,171,109  16 

s=sssSssss=SBSs«s=sa 

The  canal  debt  was  reduced  during  the  last  fiscal  year  by  the 
payment  of  |436,000  of  stock,  which  fell  due  on  the  1st  August, 
1850.  It  was  increased  by  the  5  per  cent,  Albany  basin  loan 
aboye  referred  to,  |1 92,585.49,  (which  yielded  |203,4l6.36,  be- 
ing a  premium  of  about  5^  per  cent,)  making  the  actual  reduc- 
tion of  the  debt  $243,404.51. 

The  act  directing  the  loan  for  the  purchase  of  the  Albany 
basin,  requires  that  the  interest  isball  be  advanced 'from  the 
General  Fund,  until  the  canal  debt  shall  have  been  extinguished 
by  the  Sinking  Fund  erected  by  the  constitutipn,  when  the 
amount  is  to  heiefmifi^to  the  Qeneral  Fund,  from  the  canal 
rerenaes. 

It  becomes  necessary  for  the  Legislature  to  appropriate  $9,- 
6S9«27  per  annum  for  the  payment  of  interest  on  this  loan. 
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to  tUs  fhnd  bdongs  six  per  eent  stock, 
issued  on  account  of  the  Bank  Fund, 

.    :K!d«e»iabl94n)858,, ,. |6e,79ft  32 

.49d  t))«i)e49  4^  tite  tceaswj  for  ad- 
vances to  meet  fi^  fienifwdB  won 
this  fund...... 54,506  24 

Amount  of  the  fund  QV  jU^  90th  'Sep- 
tember, 1850, 112,247  08 

balance  d^e  the  treasoiy  on  the  30th 

September,1849,-....^.,....,i...  |104,17a  >6 

^4^mt  paid  from  the  tre^uiT  during 

the  year  ending   30th    September, 

.  1850,  (aee  Statement  B.) 351,541  9(> 

.AJDDiQUQt  transferred  to  the  '  General 

'  Fund  seTCBue  for  intei^est  on  Hie 

balance  dfie  from  this  fond, 6,736  18 

1462,446  24 

Amouiit  received  into  the  treasury  du- 

ing  the  year  ending  30th  September, 

'    J1850,  (^  Statement  A.).. $406,913  34 

AiQouixt  transferred  &om  the  General 

Fund  revenue  for  interest  on  |30,60O 

of  debt,  created  for  the  erectioil  of 

jthe  Itew-T^rk  ars^nf^l,  paid  ir^m  this 

.    fufld|n,l849,» 1,026  66 

• 407,940  op 

Balimoe  due  the  ti!6a8iU7  30th  S^t.  1850,  (see 

'    «tatemeiift  aboM,) $54,506  S4 
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CANAL  DEBT  SINKING  FUND- 

hcehedjviz: 

Balance  on  hand  dOth  September^  1849, $200,877  01 

l^ansfeixed  from  the  revenues  of  the  State  canals, 

under  article  7,  §  1,  of  the  Constitution^  •.:..•    I,800;od0  09 
Transferred  premiums  on  loans,  under  chap.  370, 

§1, Laws  of  1850, ••,.      215,610  7#. 

Transferred  the  unexpended  balance  of  loian,  to.        r   ,    .  . 

pay  debts  due  prior  to  1  July,  1846,  under  chap. 

375,  §  2,  Laws  of  1850,  .,....'. ..^v..!..        42,86ft  Sj* 

Total  receipts,. •  • |p|l,f59i3St  ^0 

For  the  redemption  of  canal  stocks,  viz: 

r8ofl849, i,..i.  $74,948  ©0 

5'8of  1849, .•.,..     15,114  00^ 

5'sofl850, .V...   392,724  «4  i 

Accrued  interest,. •.•••.. ...••••       1,636  84^ 

1484,422  98 

rot  expenses  of  transfer  office,  viz : 

To  the  Manhattan  Co., .v        |I,2B0  00 

To  Walter  Mead,  agent, 750  00 

To  Geo.  P.  Nesbitt,  stationer,  • . . .  18&  OOl 

-,    .  -r, — , ^r^.       2,185>00 

ror  mterest  on  the  canal  debt,.  ..••...... 861,211  00 

For  debts  due  prior  to  1  July,  1846^  under  chap. 
375,  §2,  Laws  ol  1850, 84,715  ft* 

Total  payments,., •...., |1,432,534;50 

Balance  on  hand  30th  September,  1850,      326,823  29 

$1,759,357^ 

The  above  balance  is  applicable  as*  foHows-,  viz-:  • 
To  redeem  6's  of  1837,  outstanding,  .  .^ |160  00 

«      rs of  1848,        « edo  Hi 

*^         5's of  1860j  << 43,276  81 

Total  outstanding,  paying  no  interest,, . .     |44,035  3< 
For  the  fiscal  year  1850-51, 282,787  84 

(326,823  80 
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LITERATURE  FUNl). 

Capital. 
This  fond  consists  of  the  following  items^  viz  i  '^ 

State  Stock : 

Certificate  No.  3,937,  loan  under  the 
act  of  13th  May ,^846",  redeemable 
Ist  July,  1864,  6  per  cent., $100,000  09 

Certificate  No.  69,  Black  Rirer  Ganal 

.  Loan,  r4Mleemable  1st  January^ 
1851,  5  per  cent-,  ...*..,. ,        8,743  Oa 

Certificate  No.  26,  Astor  stock,  re- 
deemable at  pleasure,  9  per  cent^         3^000  OO' 

Certificate  No.  107,  loan  under  the 
act  to  provide  fi^r  the  deficiencies 
in  the  sinking  fundd,  redeemable 

Ist  July,  1866,  54  per  cent.,.^...... .     37,000  OO 

H48,74arO(F 

Comptroller's  Bonds : 
Comptroller's  bond  No.  2,  issued  per  chap.  225, 
Laws  of  1849,  redeemable  1st  July,  1866,  6  per 
-    cent., » * 64,700'  00 

Bank  Fund  Stock : 
Certificate  No.  338,  stock  issued  on  account  of  the    ^ 
Bank  Fund,  redeemable  1st  February,  1858,  6 
per  cent .,.  • ; .  • • 4  9 ,9 1 8  34 

Insurance  Stock : 
100  shares  in  the  Albany  Insurance  Company,  at 
lobeach, 6,000  00 

Bank  Stock: 
S3  shares  in  the  Canal  Bank,  Albany,  at  |20  each,  460,  00 

Uowy  bk  the  T^rea^ury,.... 3,063  78 

$272,880,12 
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Revenue. 
Balance  in  the  treasury  on  the  30th  of 

September,  1849, .|18,508  96 

Aaoant  received  into  the  treasury  dur- 
ing the  year  ending  30th  September, 

1850,  (see  Statement  A.) 39,439  16 

♦67,948  12 

Amoant  paid  out  of  the  treasury  during 
theyear  ending  30th  September,  1850, 
(see  Statement  B.) 43,869  69 

Balance  of  revenue  in  the  treasury  on  the  30th 
September,  1850, $14,078  53 

The  levenue  of  this  ftmd  is  estimated  for  the  current  year,  as 
follows,  viz : 

Interest  on  State  stock, ; |8,403  00 

Inteiest  on  Comptroller's  bond, 3,882  00 

Interest  on  Bank  Fund  stock, 1,497  40 

Int»est  on  money  to  be 'invested, 330  00 

114,112  40 
Appropriation  from  the  income  of  the  U.  S.  Deposite 
Fund, 25,000  00 

$39,112  40 

Estunated  expenses  for  the  saine  period,  viz: 
Dividends  to  academies,  .*, .'  •* .'.'.' .  .\  .* .  /.  .* ,  .V. .  •  • .     $40,000  00 

It  will  be  perceived  that  the  ci^ital  of  the  Literature  Fund 
^  increased  during  the  last  fiscal  year,  the  sum  of  |6,913.34. 
This  increase  was  produced  by  a  sale  of  860  shares  of  stock  in 
Ae  Merchants'  Bank,  New-Tork,  the  par  value  being  $43,000, 
while  the  price  actually  realized  was  $49,913.34.  The  sale  i^as 
BMHie  by  and  with  the  advice  of  the  Gove:rnor,  given  in  pursu- 
ance of  section  13,  title  8,  chapter  8,  part  1,  Bevised  Statutes. 
Ae  premium  obtained  on  the  stock  formed  a  sufficient  induce- 
^t,  but  there  were  other  considerations  which,  in  the  e8ti|na- 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


9i  [AdMMKr 

tion  of  the  Comptroller,  made  it  fab  duty  to  change  the  invest- 
ment of  this  portion  of  the  capital  of  the  Literature  Fund. 

Although  the  Merchants'  Bank  is  one  of  the  soundest  and  best 
managed  institutions  in  the  State,  its  charter  will  expire  in  1857, 
when  a  re-investment  would  beccmie  unavoidable. 

A  serious^  question  had  been  raised  how  far  the  State  was 
liable  to  be  affected  by  the  law  sul^ectlng  shareholdeirs  to  per- 
sonal responsibility.  Etperienee  has  shown  that  corporation 
stocks  are  not  always  a  safe  investment  of-  the  public  Amds.  Six 
thousand  dollars  of  the  Literature  Fund  is  invested  in  the  Al- 
bany Insurance  Company,  of  whose  capital  two  thirds  has  been 
destroyed  by  a  series  of  losses.  Four  hundred  and  sixty  dollars 
is  invested  in  stock  of  the  Canal  Bank,  Albany,  which  is  a  total 
loss.  The  depreciation  of  the  capital  of  the  fund  resulting  from 
these  investments  will  be  made  good  by  the  premium  obtained 
<m  the  Merchants'  Bank  stock.  The  proceeds  of  the  sale  rrferred 
td,  have  been*  invested  in  Bank  Fund  stock,  bearing  six  per  cent 
interest^  redeemable*  in  1866%  • 

COMMON  SCHOOL  FUND. 

Capital. 
This  fund  consists  of  the  following  items,  viz: 

Boiids  for  lands, : $710,975  40 

Bonds  for  loans, 198,269  02 

Loanof  1792, 17,982  86 

Loanofl808, 21,757  81 

Loanofl840, 41,326  00 

State  stock : 
Certificates  Nos.  2p  and  40,  Astor  stock, 

redeemable  at  pleasure,  5  per  cent. .  $41,759  91 
Certificate  No.  1,  Chenango  canal  loan, 
redeemable  Ist  January,  1851,  6  per 

cent. .  s\ 20,000  00 

Certificate  No.  250,  loan  fi>rre-building 
the  Chemung  canal  fbeder  locks,  re- 
deemable 1st  January,  1861,  5  per 
cent ^ 1,445  05 
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Oertificate  No.  1 ,  State  stock,  issued  per 

chap.  438,  Laws  of  1847,  reddemabl^ 

l8t  January,  1855,  5  per  cent 150,000  00 

213,200.66 

Ck)mptroller's  bonds : 

Amount  of  bonds  issued  for  loans  to 
treasury,  payable  on  demand,  6  per 
cent  ...i 1551,645  4» 

Amount  of  bonds,  Nos.  3, 4, 6, 8,  issued 
per  chap.  225,  Laws  of  1849,  re- 
deemable in  1866,  6  per  cent 320,300  00 

Ba]jui4ge  due  on  bonds  issued  to  the 
College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons, 
Hew-Tork,  the  payment  of  which 
has  been  assumed  by  the  trustees  of 

Union  College,  6  per  cent 13,036  16 

884,981  66 

Bank  stock: 
One  thousand  shares  in  the  Manhattan 

Company,  at  $50  each, 50,000  00 

Money  in  the  treasury,. .  •  • 152,179  53 

♦2,2«0,673  23 

See  Statement  G.  for  the  increase  and  diminution  of  the  capital 
of  thiafuad. 

Revenue. 

Balance  in  the  Treasury  on  the  30th 

Sept.,  1849, 1162,762  03 

Amount  received  into  the  Treasury 
during  the  year,  ending 30th  Sept., 
1850.    (See  statement  A.) 288,000  78 

Amount  transferred  from  the  General 
Fund  Revenue  for  interest  on  mo- 
ney in  the  Treasury,  during  the 
year,  per  chap.  382,  laws  of  1849,       12,701  32  ^ 

463,564  13 

Amount  paid  out  of  the  Treasury 
during  the  year,  ending  30th  Sept., 
1850.     (See  statement  B.)  • 325,493  46 
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Amount  transferred  to  the  Bank  Fond, 
for  interest  on  Comptroller's  bonds  * 
due  at  the  time  of  transfer  of  said 

bonds  to  this  fund, 536  60 

326,030  06 

Amount  of  revenue  in  the  Treasury  on  the  30th 
September,  1850, $137,524  07 


The  revenue  of  this  fund  is  estimated  for  the  current  year,  viz : 

Interest  on  bonds  for  lands, $35,000  00 

Interest  on  bonds  for  loans, 12,000  00 

Interest  on  loans  of  1792  and  1808, 3,000  00 

Interest  on  loan  of  1840, 1,000  00 

Interest  on  State  stock  and  Comptroller's  bonds,. .  63,360  00 

Interest  on  money  in  the  Treasury, 13,000  00 

Dividends  on  bank  stock, ,      4,000  00 

131,350  00 
Appropriation  from  the  income  of  the  U.  S.  Dep. 
Fund, 165,000  00 


$296,350  00 


Estimated  payments  for  the  same  period,  viz: 
Oommonschool  dividends, $285,000  GO 


The  capital  of  the  Common  School  Fund  has  advanced 
from  $2,243,563.36,  on  the  30th  of  September,  1849,  to 
$2,290,673.23,  on  the  30th  September,  1850,  being  an  increase  of 
$47,109.87,  during  the  last  fiscal  year.  (See  statement  F.)  The 
revenue  of  the  fund,  during  the  same  period,  (including  the  an- 
nual contribution  of  $165,000,  from  the  Deposite  Fund,)  was 
$300,792.10,  being  an  increase  of  revenue  as  compared  with  the 
preceding  year  of  $15,888.84.  After  paying  all  charges  on  the 
revenue,  a  balance  remained  in  the  treasury  on  the  30th  Septem- 
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ha  last,  of  |1 62,762.03,  and  it  is  estimated  that  the  rerenuei 
of  the  present  fls&l  year  will  be  $296,350. 

The  Comptroller  deems  it  safe  to  recommend  that  the  annual 
diyidend  from  the  revenues  of  this  fond  for  the  support  of  com* 
mon  schools  be  increased,  from  $285,000  to  $300,000.  After 
making  ample  allowance  for  contingencies,  it  is  believed  the 
present  condition  of  the  fund  will  fully  justify  the  proposed  im* 
crease ;  and  the  yearly  addition  of  $25,000  to  the  capital,  from 
the  income  of  the  Deposite  Fund,  will  gradually  produce  the 
means  for  enlarging  still  further  the  amount  of  the  annual  dls« 
tribation. 


LOANS  OF  1792  AND  180a 

The  Loan.  Commissioners  have  proceeded  with  commendable 
diligence  and  fidelity  in  executing  the  act,  passed  April  10, 1850^ 
requiring  these  loans  to  be  closed  by  transferring  the  mottgagea, 
under  certain  conditions,  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  United 
States  Deposite  Fund.  On  the  30th  of  September  there  was  still 
outstanding,  on  the  loan  of  1792,  $17,982.86,  and  on  the  loan  of 
1808,  $21,757.81.  These  amounts  have  been  considerably  re- 
duced since  that  day.  But  it  is  ascertained  that  some  losses  will 
be  sustained  from  failures  of  title,  insufficiency  of  security  and 
delinquencies  of  Commissioners  in  former  years. 

Every  effort  has  been  made  to  secure  the  amounts  thus  placed 
in  jeopardy.  For  a  portion  of  the  deficiency,  the  counties  aie 
liable  to  the  State,  under  the  original  acts  and  the  subsequent 
provisions  embodied  in  the  Revised  Statutes. 

It  is  for  the  Legislature  to  determine  to  what  extent  this  lia- 
bility shall  be  enforced.  The  loss  to  the  capital  of  the  Common 
School  Fund,  when  definitely  ascertained,  should  be  restored 
bom  the  accumulation  of  revenue  now  in  the  Treasury.  After 
the  passage  of  the  act  of  April  10^  1850,  instructions  were  issued 
to  the  Loan  Commissioners,  from  this  office,  of  which  a  copy  if 
hereto  annexed,  (marked  6.) 
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UNITED  STATES  DEPOSITEFUND. 

Tbid  eapital  of  this  fund  is  bdiieyed  to  be  iir  a  sound  a:Q<l 
healthful  ecmditioii.  The  original  investment  of  prindpal  being 
fA/)14,5S0.71,  has  been  preserved  entire^  all  losses  having  been 
Mtstored  to  the  capital  by  the  transSkr  of  an  equal  amount  from 
tibe  current  revenues. 

It  was  shown  in  the  last  annual  report  from  this  office  that 
the  appropriations  made  by  the  Legislature,  including  special 
grants  to  literary  institutions,  exceeded  the  revenue  by 
$23,683.53.  This  deficiency  had  been  reduced  to  |8,913.64  at 
the  close  of  the  last  fiscal  year.  It  is  estimated  that  the  reve- 
nues*of  the  present  fiscal  year,  stt^t  paying'  all  existing  appro- 
priations, including  the  ordinary  distribution  to  common  schools 
and  academles--|l  0,000  for  the  Normal  School  and  |3,000  to 
aeademies  for  instruction  of  common  schoolteachers,  will  leave 
a  surplus  of  $11,446.30  at  the  disposal  of  the  Legislature. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  income  of  the  fund  for  the  current  ye^r 
tnay  be  increased  beyond  the  estimates,  by  the  efforts  of  the 
commissioners  to  dispose  of  the  remaining  lands  bought  in  for 
the  State  on  foreclosure  of  mortgages.  A  circular  was  issued 
from  this  office  in  May  last  (of  whieh  a  copy  is  hereto  annexed, 
marked  H.)  urging  the  commissioners  to  effect  sales  of  these 
lands  as  speedily  as  practicable,  and  to  take  proper  steps  for  the 
recovery  of  deftcieiicies  due  the  State  on  account  of  this  fund. 
Express  authoiity  should  be  given  to  the  Comptroller  to  com- 
.  promise  and  settle  witii  insolvent  or  embarrassed  debtors  for  bor- 
lances  remaining  due  to  the  Deposite  Fund  alter  a  sale  of  the 
mortgaged  properly. 
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UNITED  STATES  DEPOSITB  FUND. 

CapUaJ.    (See  Statement  I.) 

This  fond  consists  of  the  fbUowing  items^  viz : 

Loans  on  mortgage  in  the  several  counties, •$3,490,387  36 

Stete  sto^9  xedeeapable  Is^  Janmiiy,  1855,  5  per 

iacnt., 14SJ5M  ©0 

State  stock,  redeemable  1st  July,  1860, 6  per  .eent.,  1  ^0«  90 

Comptroller's  bonds,  payable  oji  demand^  6  per  ct.^  334^739  44 

Money  in  the  Treasury, 45,293  9J 

14,014^520  71 


fte?>wie. 

Balance  due fheTr^i^ry. 99  fh^ 30ih  JS^eptembcMr^ 

184«, ,., ..,, j|45$&8  89 

Amount  of  payments  fix>m  the  Trea- 

SB17  d ttrifig  the  year  ending  30th 

Sept.,  1850,  (see  Statement  B.)..     255,150  09 
Amount  transferred  to  the  capital  of 

the  fhnd  for   dliioinutipn  in   ihe 

loons  under  foreclosure  of  mortgage 

and  failure  of  title,.. .l...*.^^..         9,332  70 

Amount  receiy^d  into  the  T^oeaaury 
during  the  year  ending  30tb  Sept.« 
1850,  (see  StatemiBiM:  A.) ...,.,..   Vt^^^99  85 

Amount  transferred  fro;9  the  Gener- 
o|  FuQd  Revenue  for  interest  on 
Treasury  Deposites, •         4^0  86 

Amount  transferred  Crom  the  capital 
for  payment  into  the  Treasury,  er- 
roneously a{>pUe4  aa  pjliici^al,^ .  /  1$  33 


1269,141  ^ 


260,228  04 


Deficiency  in  the  revenue  on  the  30th  Sept.,  1850,      $8,913  64 

Appropriations  firom  the  income  of  this  fund  for  1850,  which 
lemained  unpaid  on  the  30th  Sept.,  1850,  viz : 
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Geneva  College, $2,500  OO 

Madison  University, 2,500  OO 

Hamilton  College, 2,500  OO 

$7,500  OO 


Which  shows  an  excess  of  appropriations  bj  the  Legislature, 
from  the  income  of  the.  United.  States.  Fund  .for  the  last  fiscal 
year,  of  $16,413.64. 

The  revenue  of  this  fund  is  estimated  for  the  current  year,  as 
follows : 

Interest  on  the  amount  loaned  on  mortgage  in  the 

counties, $218,000  00 

Interest  on  State  stock, 7,191  00 

Interest  on  Comptroller's  bonds, 20,084  00 

Interest  on  money  in  the  Treasury^  to  be  invested,  -  1,585  00 
Sales  of  landSj 10,000  00 

#256^60  00 

Estimated  payments  during  the  same  period,  viz : 

Amount  of  balance  due  the  Treasury, $8,91 3  64 

Amount  of  appropriations  for  1850,  which  remain- 
ed unpaid  on  the  30th Sept.  last, .., 7,500  00 

Common  schools, 165,000  00 

Amount  to  be  added  to  the<)apital  of  the  School 

Fund, 25,000  00 

Academies, 25,000  00 

Normal  School, ; ..;.•.;.•.. 10,000  00 

Aeademies  for  instruction  of  common  school  teach- 
ers,    3,000  00 

For  diminution  in  the  loans  under  foreclosure  of 

.    mortgage, 1,000  00 

$245,413  64 


] 
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FoBECLOSDRE  OF  MORTGAGES  IN  THE  SEVERAL  COUNTIES  BT  THE 

CoMiassiONERs  OF  THE  United  States  Deposite  Fund. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  mortgages  under  foreclosure,  of  which 
ftc  premises  were  bid  in  for  the  State,  and  remained  unsold  by 
the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office,  on  the  30th  September, 
1850: 

Coonties.  Ko*  of  Mortgage. 

ttoomej 32 

Cattaraugus, 21 

Cayuga, 212 

Chautauque, 48 

Delaware, 113 

Erie, 48 

do    117 

do    46 

do    222 

do    226 

Essex, 40 

5ew-York,   103 

do          104 

Ifiagara, 145 

do       48 

Onondaga, 289 

Ontario, 146 

Oswego, 271 

do      (part,) 278 

Rensselaer, 49 

do 94 

Saratoga, • 86 

Suffolk, 69 

do      58 

do      77 

do     95 

Ulster, 16 

Westchester, 8&43 

do           62 

Wyoming, 194 


When  bid  in. 
1844 
1848 

Principal  dM«t 
time  of  Mie. 

1600  00 
275  00 

1844 

300  oe 

1842 

300  00 

1847 
1839  . 

344  00 
500  00 

1842 

301  60 

1843 
1843 
1843 
1840 

1,266  00 
300  00 

1,100  00 
160  00 

1845 
1845 

1,000  00 
800  00 

1839 

600  00 

1843 

500  00 

1843 

930  00 

1843 

800  00 

1841 

300  00 

1841 

»  500  00 

1846 
1846 
1844 
1841 

348  00 
1,340  00 

400  00 
3,000  00 

1843 

2,000  00 

1844 

300  00 

1850 

1,000  00 

1839 
1841 

400  00 
3,000  00 

1843 
1845 

500  00 
250  00 
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THE  BANK  FUND. 

During  the  last  fiscal  year  the  Comptroller  redeemed  $135,850 
of  the  Bank  Fund  stock  from  the  means  on  hand  belonging  to 
the  fund.  Of  this  amount  135,850  was  received  in  pursuance  of 
chapter  332,  Laws  of  1850.  The  State  stock  held  on  account  of 
this  fund,  bearing  five  per  cent,  interest,  was  sold,  and  the  pro- 
ceeds applied  \jx  redeeming  six  per  cent.  Bank  Fund  stook,  bj 
srhieh  a  gain  was  produced  to  ihe  fund  of  $1,806  for  premiums 
and  discount,  beddea  an  annual  saying  of  |350  from  tiie  differ* 
ence  of  interest. 

The  Comptroller  has  issued  Bank  Fiind  stock  to  the  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Canal  Fund  for  the  balance  due  from  the  Water- 
vliet  Bank  to  the  Canal  Fund,  amounting  on  the  23d  of  Septem- 
ber last,  to  $72,059.31 .  Including  this  sum,  the  amount  of  Bank 
Fund  stock  outstanding  on  the  30th  September,  was  |71 5,905.33. 
Since  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year,  stock  to  the  amount  of  $5,424.78 
has  been  issued  to  the  remaining  creditors  of  the  Waterrliet 
Bank,  which  is  believed  to  include  all  outstanding  demands 
AgaJASt  that  Bank.  A  large  claim  was  held  by  the  receiver  of 
the  Canal  Bank  of  Albany,  but  doubts  were  entertained  as  to  its 
vaUdity,  and  the  question  was  submitted,  by  mutual  consent,  to 
WillUan  L.  Marcy,  as  sole  referee.  After  a  patient  and  labori- 
ous investigation  he  rejected  the  principal  item,  amounting  to 
over  $30,000,  and  decided  that  the  actual  balance  due  from  the  ^ 
Watervliet  Bank  to  the  Canal  Bank  is  only  $2,276.50,  for 
whicih  sum  stock  has  been  issued  to  the  receiver. 

Assuming  that  the  banks  continue  to  pay  their  annual  contri- 
buljons  of  J  per  cent,  on  theii»  capital  until  the  expiration  of 
their  respective  charters,  the  amount  to  be  realized  from  this 
source  is  $994,225.60,  which  will  be  sufficient,  with  judicious 
management,  to  discharge  both  principal  and  interest  of  all  out- 
standing claims  against  the  Bank  Fund.  Iy\  addition  to  these 
contributions,  there  remains  a  mass  of  miscellaneous  assets  of 
the  City  Bank  of  Buifalo,  the  Commercial  Bank  of  Buffido  and 
the  Watervliet  Bank. 
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Theamount  to  be  realized  from  these  deplorable  Qoneerns  de- 
pends in  some  degree  upon  the  result  of  certain  litigations  still 
pending.  It  is  beJUevedj  however,  that  with  proper  diligence, 
about  $50,000  may  be  recovered  from  the  assets  referred  to. 
The  Comptroller  has  made  every  practicable  eSort  to  secure 
some  returns  ftom  them,  and  with  some  effect,  but  he  regrets  to 
say  that  his  success  has  not  been  commensurate  with  his  endea- 
vors. 

Since  the  close  of  the  fiscal  ^ar  a  final  settlelnent  has  been 
made  with  the  receiver  of  the  Commercial  Bank  of  Oswego,  and 
ihe  balance  in  his  hands  being  |1 ,644.33,  has  been  paid  into  the 
fund. 

An  important  question  has  been  raised  in  relation  to  the  lia- 
bility of  the  banks  to  pay  the  annual  contribution  of  ^  per  cent, 
on  their  capital  for  the  last  year  of  their  duration.  The  Comp- 
troller and  his  predecessors  have  entertained  no  doubt  on  this 
point,  and  the  payment  has  been  made  by  all  expiring  banjcs, 
without  dispute,  until  the  Bank  of  Utica  and  the  Bank  of  Monroe 
contested  the  validity  of  the  claim.  The  charters  of  these  banks 
continued  in  force  "  until  the  first  day  of  January,  1850.^'  The 
Safety  Fund  act  and  the  act  of  April  12,  1842,  require  every 
monied  corporation  subject  to  the  act  to  contribute  one-half  of 
one  per  cent,  on  its  capital  <^  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  January 
in  each  year." 

The  ground  assumed  by  thetarustees  of  the-  banks  referred  to 
is,  that  as  their  charters  actually  expired  with  the  year  1849, 
they  were  not  liable  to  make  the-  contribution,  payable  <<  on  or 
before"  the  first  day  of  January,1850.  Some  other  banks,  which 
made  the  last  payment  voluntarily,- now  claim  to  have  the  money 
refunded,  on  the  principle  that  it  was  paid  under  a  misappre- 
hension of  the  law. 

The  question  is  an  important  one  in  its  bearing  upon  the  ulti- 
mate sufficiency  of  the  Bank  Fund.  If  the  remaining  Safety 
Fund  banks,  including  the  Bank  of  Utica  and  the  Bank  of  Mon- 
loe,  shall  escape  the  payment  of  the  contribution  for  the  last 
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jeax  of  thdt  ebarteriBd  t^m,  the  losd  to  the  eapftal  of  the  Bank 
Fund  trill  be  $1SS,742:30^  ana  to  that  extent  impair  the  ftecniitf 
of  I9ie  ereditors.  It  is  feared  that  so  large  a  reduetion  nii|;ht 
render  13ie  fond  insufficient  to  proride  fi>t  the  payn^nt  of  the 
stock  falling  dne  in  1866. 

The  Comptrdler  has  considered  it  his  duty  to  place  the'dauns 
against  the  Bank  of  Utica  and  the  Bank  of  Monroe  in  the  hands 
of  the  Attorney-General,  and  by  mutual  consent  the  question 
will  be  presented  to  the  supreme  court  for  decision  as  early  as 
practicable. 

With  a  view  to  protect  the  creditors  of  the  Bank  Fund,  and  to 
guard  against  future  controversies,  the  Comptroller  would  re^ 
commend  the  passage  of  a  law  requiring  the  banks  to  pay^heir 
contributions  on  or  before  the  last  day  of  December  in  each  year. 

BANK  tVl^D. 

Balance  of  six  per  cent  stock  issued 
per  chap.  114,  Laws  of  1845,  on 
account  of  the  Bank  Fund,  out- 
standing on  the  30th  Sept.  1850, 
and  redeemable  as  follows , 

1851, 127,678  43 

1852, 24,414  00 

1853, 77,213  31 

1856, 7,938  80 

1856, 237,650  00 

1858, 144,000  00 

1859, 55,822  82 

1861, 100,047  35 

1866, * 41,641  18 

715,905  33 

Assets  of  the  City  Bank  of  Buffalo, . .     ^,956  28 

Money  in  the  Treasury, 10,494  26 

59,450  54 

Debt  of  the  Fund  on  the  80th  September,  1850,. ..   $856,454  79 
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To  fhe  above  is  to  be  added  ^e  stock  subsequently  issued  to 
the  eveditors  of  the  Waterviiet  Bank,  amountii^  to  |5,424.78. 

Tbe  eonttibaticHis  to  this  Fund,  by  the  sevnai  banks,  are  pledg- 
ed tot  the  payment  of  the  interest  and  principal  of  the  above 
sto^  The  folIoTdng  statement  shows  the  amount  annually 
payable  on  or  before  the  1st  of  January,  iip  to  the  time  of  the 
expiration  of  di  the  cluurters,  viz: 

i861,.»...' $126,742  30 

1852, 124,194  30 

IftMj;. ;;:.,.;;.;.-;.,;.:,.:.. .;...;.:.  lW,M  30 

1894j;..i.. .-;:..;.. ....;;.:.:;...;..  89,*18  3<l 

185^,.. :;.;.::;;....;;.;;. .;;.;;..:;;.  ^8,46^  3* 

1856, 84,113  8«l 

1857,.... 61,013  30 

isSd, , 48,028  30 

18^9, 47,628  30 

I86ti,.... 46,528  30 

ISfel, 43,778  3d 

186S, 43,278  iii 

1663,...,. ; 36,506  00 

1864, Si6,750  00 

1865, 20,750  00 

1866, 19,750  do 

.^gMgate  tontiibiitibii^,'.;:. ;..:..:.'..;. ..;..;   idii4,2S5  6(1 

Tbe  following  is  a  statement  o^  tbe  amount  that  has  beei^ 
charged  upon  the  Sank  Fund  for  the  redemption  of  bills  and 
paynddnt  ef  debts  of  the  ^veral  inadlvmt  safety  fiind  banks: 

BAHKS.  Medimlfiihta.        DibUi  TUaL 

BaAatBuBkUh $435,640  00  $149,24122  $584,^1  » 

CitrBwikof  Biiffiao, 217,11148       217,111  48 

GoBOMfeUl  Bulk  Of  Bafftdo;, ;.*..., ]8Qj$»  0(»  484,51.4  87  811,875  87 

GomaMreial  Bank  oi  New-Yorfi,.. ......  Id9,&  W  146,12»  23  285,1168  23 

WaTneCoontyBatA, •  113,13100  V^im  10  129,2ij8  70 


„  cofOtwexo* 163,16200        78,35163       241,613  83 

Unkitttronu, 52,898  00        40,053  08         »2,851  06 

SSs:^'Sl5;ii;:::::::::::::::::::    'fx^'^' lU^U  l^m 

.  .       $l,Ai3,740  fi4  $1^,684  43  $9,fi0S,4S8  07 
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MAMNERS'  FUND. 

This  fiind  consists  of  the  following  items,  viz : 
Mortgage  of  the  American  SfeMnens' Friend  Society , 

(without  interest,)............ $10,000  00 

Money  in  the  treasury, *   164  81 

Money  in  the  treasury  peid  under  protest, [  144,058  58 

$154,223  79 


The  Comptroller  would  ask  the  attention  of  the  Legislature  to 
the  suggestions  contained  in  his  last  annual  report,  iA  relation 
to  the  moneys  paid  into  the  treasury^  under  protest^  lor  the  pas- 
genge^r  tax. 

The  amount  thus  Tedfeived  and  HbW  lyfiofg  Hi*  the  treasury,  is 
$144,058.98.  SeVcaml  'of  the  *  pA]^tie^  who*  toddd '  the  payments, 
have  called  on  th^  •Coin'ptrbirer  to  :rfefiUid  Ihfe  amount,,  on  the 
ground  that  the  tax  was  adjudged  to  be'  uhcbnsfiiutional  'by  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States*.'  "But  serious  doubts  are  en- 
tertained as  to  the  liabllityof  the  Slate  to  restore  the  money,  and 
if  liable,  another' question  arises  whether  it  should  be  paid  to  the 
ship  owners  or  to '  the  passengers  froin  whom*  If  was  derived. 
It  would  seempropei!  that  liuthbHty  should'  be'  conferred  on 
the  Attorney-Grenteral  to  join*  in  aniicable  proceedings  for  pre- 
senting the  legal  question  to  the  Supreme  Court.  If  it  shall  be 
decided  that  the  amount  in  the  treasury  belongs  to  the  State,  its 
application  will  become  a  proper  subject  for  the  discretion-of  the 
Legislature. 

Auburn  and  Rochester  Railroad  Company  Sinking  Fund. 

This  fund  consists  of  the  following  items,  viz : 
State  stock: 

5  per  cent,  redeemable  in  1855,  » •     $13,847  00 

6  per  cent,  redeemable  in  1860^. . .        4,000  00 


$17,847  00 


OomptroUer's  bonds : 
6  per  cent,  payable  on  demand,. . .      $9,147  00 
6  per  x^nt,        do  do      . . .       10,852  69 


19,999  69 
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Bank  Fund  stock : 
6  per  cent,  redeemable  in  1856,, . .  13,000  00 

Money  in  the  treasury,  * 1,145  78 

$51,992  47 


ToNAWANDA  Railroad  Company  Sinkino  Fund. 

This  fond  consists  of  the  following  items,  viz : 
State  stock : 
5  per  cent,  redeemable  in  1855,, .  • 

5  per  cent,  do  1861,.., 

6  per  cent,  do  1860, . . « 


Bonds  and  mortgages,  . 
Money  in  the  treasury, . 


$3,500  00 
800  00 

1,500  00 

#5,800  00 
5,800  00 

6,703  85 

$18,a03  85 


Hudson  and  Berkshire  Railroad  Company  Sinking  Fund. 

This  fund  consists  of  the  following  items,  viz: 
State  stock: 

5  per  cent,  redeemable  in  1855,. .«      $3,260  00 

6  per  cent,  do  I860,. . ,        3,000  00 


$6,260  00 
Less,  balance  due  the  treasury,. . .  1,243  2S 

$5,012  77 


The  interest  on  the  State  stock  loaned  to  the  Hudson  and 
Berkshire  Bailroad  Company,  due  on  the  first  days  of  January 
and  July  last,  being  $8,250,  was  paid  fix)m  the  Treasury.  To 
refund  this  advance  and  provide  for  the  interest  falling  due  1st 
January  next,  the  Comptroller  (since  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year) 
has  disposed  of  all  the  securities  held  in  trust  for  the  Hudson 
and  Berkshire  Railroad  Sinking  Fund,  in  pursuance  of  chapter 
237,  Laws  of  1850.  After  reimbursing  the  Treasury  there  remains 
a  balance  of  $5,298.52,  which  is  sufficient  to  meet  the  January 
payment,  and  leave  $1,173.52,  applicable  to  the  interest  falling 
due  on  the  Ist  of  July,  1851 .    It  is  hoped,  that  after  the  Sinking 
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Fond  shall  have  been  exhausted,  the  coaspanj  will;  bc^  ^If^  ^ 
l^p^t  the  future  payments  of  intejf^t  ffo^i^  Ui^  o^s^  le^w^es^ 

Ti_OGA  CoAL^  Iron  Mining  and  Manxjfacturino  Company 
Sinking  Fund. 

^lis  fund  consists  of  the  following  items,  riz : 
State  stock,  5  per  cen|;  redeemaltle  in  1861, ». .  ^ . .  ^00  00 
Comptroller's  bonds^  6  per  cent,  payable  on  de- 
mand,   287  82 

Money  in  the  Treasury, ....»...^,.  Sll  10 

9I,19B  92 

JipNG  Island  Railroad  Compan^  S^^^Q^Q  '^V^r. 
Thif  fund  consists  of  the  following  itep^,  yiz ; 
Comptroller's  bonds : 

5  per  cent,  payable  on  demand,..       |3,000  00 

6  per  cent,  do  »•         2^31  25 

-r-T— r     m^^ 

Money  in  the  Treasury, ».•,••••,....         4>159  48 

$0)490  7S 

SpBpOlf  AND  GlOSEEL  FuND  OF  THE  StOCKBRIDGE  InDXANS* 

The  amount  of  this  fund  is  invested  in  a  bond  is- 
sued by  the  Comptroller,  payable  at  pleasure,  6 
ger  mt, |6/H)0  OO 

Fund  for  TEqs  payment  of  th^.  inter^t  qjh  the  Bond9 

'  ISSUED  BY  THE  NeW-YoRK  AND  CrI|:  RaILROAD  COMPANl^. 

The  b^laiM?^  in  the  Tfiv^^  of  the.C^onn^ltrolJe?  on  the  Ut  of  Be- 
fjfemberji  1950^  ii^  trust  Ipjr  H^^  jp^ro^ptpf  lihe  ^iexfi^ton  th^ 
bonds  issued,  by  the  I^qwrYork  and  £j;ie  Bailroa^  company,  in 
pursuance  of  chap,  3^5,  La^s  of  1945^  is,  i^  ff>Il9W8-. 
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i]iioimtI]iT«8tod,  viz: 

4|  per  cent,  State  itovk,  1864}. . 

|5,M0  00 

i      u                u 

1856,.. 

6,356  65 

$      «                u 

1861,.. 

13,050  00 

6      tr                « 

1855,.. 

86,615  00 

5J     «                u 

1855,.. 

6,000  00 
|1 17,080  68 

iiQotmtdeposftedin  the  Merchants' 

BSmk,  !few-Tork,  fbr  payment  of 

the  interest  due  Ist  of  May  and  1st 

of  KoTemBer,  1860,  on  the  bonds 

hsned  hy  th«  Company, |f22T,314  24 

Us8  amoont  of.  interest  due  1st  of 

May  and  1st  of  November,  1850, 

payable  fix>m  the  above,  for  which 

the  coupons  have  not  yet  been  re- 
ceived by  thiB  Comptroller^  ..•..•     210,000  00 


17,314  94 


immtofth#«ui49 1134,884  89 

Ibe  amQimt  c^  thp  4O0mM)g  intmest  on  the  bonds 
from  the  1st  of  November,  1850,  to  the  14th  May, 
1351,  being  the  expiration  of  the  time  for  which 
tUs  flmd  is  intended  to  secure  the  payment  of 
said  interest,  is 113,054  79 


i^^^'wing  an  excess  in  the  hands  of  the  Gdmptvoller , 
om  tte  accruing  interest  to  the  14l9i  of  Vay^ 

1861,  df |Bi,sao:io 


INDIAN  ANNUITIES. 

By  the  several  treaties  with  the  following  Indian  tribes,  an- 
anities  are  annually  payable  to  them,  viz: 

TheCayugas, $2,300  00 

The  Onpndagas, 2,430  00 

TheSenecas, 500  00 

TheStBegis, 2,131  69 

tr,861  60 
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THE  BANKING  SYSTEM. 

The  currency  of  the  State  is  in  a  sound  and  prosperous  condi- 
tion. Not  a  single  bank  failure  has  occurred  during  the  past 
year.  The  business  of  banlang  under  the  general  banking  law, 
is  rapidly  increasing  by  the  creation  of  new  banks  and  the  de- 
posite  of  additional  securities,  as  a  basis  for  circulation,  by  exist- 
ing institutions.  The  principles  embodied  in  the  general  banking 
law,  as  modified  by  subsequent  legislation,  have  received  the 
sanction  of  public  approval,  and  may  now  be  regarded  as  the 
basis  upon  which  our  banking  system  is  permanently  estab- 
lished. 

The  charters  of  the  safety  fund  banks  are  gradually  expiring, 
and  there  is  reason  to  conclude  that,  as  their  present  privileges 
terminate,  the  most  of  them  will  re-organise  and  continue  their 
operations  under  the  general'  banking  system,  in  the  manner 
authorized  by  the  act  of  1849.  In  making  this  transition  from 
the  old  to  the  new  system,  they  will  be  required  to  deposit 
specific  securities  with  the  Comptroller  for  the  entire  amount  of 
their  circulation. 

The  permanent  investment  of  so  large  a  portion  of  their  capi- 
tal will  necessarily  diminish  their  available  means  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  the  business  classes,  to  a  considerable  extent, 
and  some  embarrassment,  must  be  expected  to  reault  from  so 
important  a  change.  Bat  it  is  hoped  tlxat  the  temporary  incon- 
venience thus  prpdjacfid,.vUl.  b^.CQmpepsated  by.  the  advantages 
attendant  upon  a  system  which  imparts  to  the  circulating  me- 
dium the  essential  qualities  of  uniformity  and  security. 

In  the  last  annual  report  from  this  office,  the  attention  of  the 
Legislature  was  called  to  the  approaching  necessity  of  providing 
a  more  extended  basis  for  the  security  of  circulating  notes  to  be 
issued  under  the  general  banking  law.  '  It  is  believed  that  this 
necessity  has  been  reached.  The  formation  of  new  banks,  and 
the  re-organizatioh  of  expiring  iristitWtidnS,  (create  a  large  and 
constantly,  increasing  demand  for  the  securities  which  the  law 
authorizes  the  Comptroller  to  receive  in  pledge  for  registered 
notes.    While  the  demand  for  these  securities  is  thus  increasing, 
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fhe  supply  is  steadily  diminisUxig  by  the  reduction  of  the  State 
debt. 

The  present  law  requires  that  the  whole  amount  of  bills,  issued 
from  the  bank  department  shall  be  secured  by  the  hypothecation 
of  an  equal  amount,  which  may  consist  of  New-York  stocks  ex- 
clusively, or  New-York  stocks  and  bonds  and  mortgages  in  equal 
proportions;  or  the  stock  security  may  consist  in  equal  propor- 
tions of  New-York  and  United  States  stocks.  During  the  last 
year  the  Commissioners  of  the  Canal  Fund  redeemed  $436,000 
of  the  State  debt,  and  the  further  sum  of  $870,000  becomes  pay- 
able in  January  and  April  next.  Of  the  $1 ,306,000  thus  paid  and 
to  be  paid,  nearly  one  half  had  been  pledged  by  the  banks  as  a 
security  for  circulation.  The  S€ime  process  of  reduction  must  be 
continued  from  year  to  year,  by  the  application  of  the  revenues 
of  the  Sinking  Fund.  The  eflfect  of  this  reduction,  in  connection 
with  the  growing  demand  for  New-York  stocks  for  banking  pur- 
poses and  for  foreign  investment,  has  been  to  enhance  the  pre- 
mium to  high  rates,  which  cannot  be  afforded  by  the  legitimate 
profits  of  banking  business.  It  is  apparent  then  that  some  new 
species  of  securities  must  be  admitted  in  place  of  our  own  shocks, 
already  so  difficult  to  procure,  and  which  will  continue  to  dis- 
appear from  the  market  until  the  debt  shall  have  been  extin- 
guished in  1868.  The  question  arises,  what  form  of  security 
shall  be  substituted;  what  kind  of  public  stock,  safe  and  conver- 
tible in  all  emergencies,  is  within  our  reach  and  obtainable  by 
bankers,  without  paying  extravagant  premiums  ?  All  will  admit 
that  no  class  of  obligations  should  be  received  as  a  foundation 
for  currency,  which  will  not  afford  perfect  protection  to  the 
bUlholder  under  the  most  unfavorable  circumstances.  After 
much  reflection,  the  Comptroller  is  of  opinion  that  the  stocks 
heretofore  issued  by  the  cities  of  this  State  may  safely  be  admit- 
ted on  the  same  footing  with  New- York  and  United  States  stocks. 
The  principal  amount  of  city  debt  now  existing  in  this  State, 
consists  of  the  stock  created  by  the  city  of  New-York  for  the 
construction  of  the  Croton  Aqueduct.  The  security  and  availa- 
bility of  this  stock  is  unquestionable.  The  smaller  amounts 
issued  by  Albany,  Troy  and  Buffalo,  are  considered  equally 
valuable  and  substantial.    No  objection  is  perceived  to  the  ad- 
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msflion  ot  stpqk^  which  rmj  Im  U^UfA  hercw^ftar  bj  «}ti09>  pio^ 
Tided  the  Legislature  will  first  pass  a  law,  (as  required  not  onl  j 
by  public  considerations  of  policy,  but  bj  the  express  Injunction 
of  the  constitution,)  restricting  their  power  of  borrowing  money. 
The  debt  to  be  created  by  city  corporations  should  b^  limited  to 
a  certain  per  centage  on  the  assessed  valuation  of  taxable  pro- 
perty, and  it  should  be  made  the  duty  6f  the  authorities  to  levy 
an  annual  tax  for  the  payment  of  interest.  Under  such  restraints, 
their  bonds  cannot  fail  to  be  sound  and  convertible. 

Th<i  CoxaptcolUr  would  atoq  jmovmrnA  O^U  the  Unks  be 
pe]!mitted  to  d(^>06it  Uiuted  States  ^toek  excliu^vejj:,  i))9te^i  of 
requking  an  eqml  9h«re  to  be  in  stodcs  of  thif  SM^- 

The*  high  premiums  borne  by  State  and  government  stocks, 
and  the  difficulty  experienced  in  obtaining  them,  has  turned  the 
attention  of  bankers  tp  bonds  and  mortgages  as  a  basis  for  circu- 
lation, and  the  an^ount  of  these  securities  offered  at  the  bank 
department  is  rapidl;fr  increasing.  Bonds  and  mortgages  on  im- 
proved and  productive  real  estate,  possessing  an  intrinsic  value 
are  considered  a  safe  security  for  bill  holders,  and  many  conside- 
ratioiis  may  be  urged  in  favor  of  a  system  whjch  gives  to  landed 
property  some  of  the  facilities  incident  to  other  forms  of  capital, 
by  making  it  an  element  of  security  in  the  creation  and  regula- 
tion of  a  paper  currency.  But  in  receiving  mortgages,  a  rigid 
scrutiny  is  requisite  to  ascertain  that  the  title  is  clear  and  the 
value  unquestionable.  The  Comptroller  has  aimed  to  exercise 
the  utmost  vigilance  in  this  respect,  and  to  explude  all  securities 
which  were  not  deemed  amply  sufficient.  A  careful  investigit- 
tion  of  the  nature  and  value  of  the  mortgaged  property,  is  made 
peculiarly  necessary  in  consideration  of  the  fact  that  some  of  the 
banks  are  mere  banks  of  circulation,  carried  on  in  the  names  of 
distant  and  irresponsible  parties,  wliile  the  real  owner,  acting 
under  powers  of  attorney,  avoids  personal  liability,  and  no  capi- 
tal is  employed  or  invested  for  the  public  security,  beyond  the 
stocks  and  mortgages  deposited  i^  the  bank  department,  which 
in  many  cases  are  purchased  exclusively  from  the  proceeds  of 
the  bills  obtained  thereon.  It  is  undoubtedly  proper  and.  expe- 
dient that  mortgages  should  continue  to  be  received  to  the  extent 
now  allowed,  and  under  the  restrictions  now  in  force;  but  the 
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CoipivtioUer.  ia  of  of^niOQ  ti^t  my  chmg^  iocreBm^  Urn  propor- 
tion of  securities  of  tbid  description,  would  iw  i«<^diciAl  to  the 
qnteai,  and  impair  the  puhlio  eonfldence  in  the  stahiUtjr  o|  tiie 

The  Ck>oiptrolIer  deep^s  it  hi^  duty  to  call  th^  attention  of  the 
L^slature  to  the  growing  importance  of  the  Sank  Department^ 
the  extent  of  its  responsibilities  and  the  magnitude  of  its  labors. 
When  viewed  in  all  its  aspects,  it  may  be  regarded  as  one  of  the 
nest  responsible  branches  of  the  State  administration.  The  du- 
ties devolved  upon  it  are  arduous  and  delicate,  requiring  busi- 
ness capacity  of  a  high  order,  firmness  and  inte^ty  superior  to 
all  temptation.  The  people  must  rely  upon  t}ie  intelligent  and 
correct  discharge  of  those  duties  as  the|r  only  security  for  the 
protection  and  integrity  of  their  circulating  medium.  To  all 
who  are  fkmilijEtr  lyith  the  extent  and  the  compli.cate4  functions 
of  the  Comptroller's  office,  it  must  b^  evidenf  that  it  is  physically 
impossible  for  that  pffi^cer  to  give  to  the  bank  department  the 
personal  care  and  supervision  which  should  be  exercised  in  the 
discharge  of  so  responsible  a  trust.  The  present  incumbenf 
deems  it  due  to  his  successors  and  to  the  public  to.  ask  the  Leg; 
islatnre  to  reUeve  the  Comptroller  from  this  portion  of  his  offi- 
(aal  labors.  This  should  be  done  by  ovsvaiaiD%  the  Bank  Pe- 
partment  into  a  separate  and  independent  office,  to  be  placed 
Biidev  the  charge  of  a  commissioMr  clpthed  with  all  the  powers 
and  responsiliilities  in  iiespect  to  the  banks  and  the  cunrency, 
vikieh  are  now  vested  la  the  Comptroller.  Many  consideratiqns 
might  be  uiged  to  sustain  the  expediency  of  such  a  change. 

Originally,  and  for  many  year»,  the  duties  of  the  Comptroller's 
office  were  within  a  narrow  range,  and  almost  exclusively  fiscal 
m  their  character*  He  was  the  auditing  and  accounting  officer 
of  the  State,  having  a  general  charge  of  its  finances,  including 
ftmds  and  debts,  receipts  and  expenditures.  With  the  progress 
(^the  State  in  wealth  and  population,  these  duties  have  been 
enlarged  and  multipHed.  New  powers  have  been  conferred 
ftom  time  to  time,  until  the  inddents  have  outgrown  tiie  origi- 
Bal  office. 
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As  a  member  of  the  Canal  Board,  the  Comptroller  is  required 
to  devote  nearly  one-^half  the  year  to  that  important  branch  of 
the  public  service.  As  a  Commissioner  of  the  Canal  Fund  and 
of  the  Land  OfSlce,  he  is  charged  with  important  and  laborious 
responsibilities.  Add  to  these  the  supervision  of  several  millions 
of  investments  held  for  the  School,  Literature  and  Deposite 
Funds,  the  accounts  and  correspondence  with  county  treasurers, 
loan  commissioners,  auctioneers,  Indian  agents.  State  prison 
agents  and  other  officers,  instructions  to  assessors,  the  auditing 
of  claims  against  the  State,  the  return  of  non-resident  lands  and 
the  collection  of  taxes,  the  distribution  of  public  moneys,  the 
management  of  the  State  debt,  the  decision  of  questions  arising 
from  these  complicated  affairs,  examinations  touching  the  suffi- 
ciency of  foreign  and  domestic  insurance  companies  and  inci- 
dental duties  too  various  to  enumerate,  including  the  purchase 
of  fuel  and  stationery  for  the  Legislature ;  and  all  must  perceive 
that  the  proper  discharge  of  these  diversified  vocations  is  suffi- 
cient to  engross  the  time  and  attention  of  the  Comptroller,  with- 
out imposing  upon  him  the  further  responsibility  attendant  upon 
the  Issue  and  re-issue  of  forty  millions  of  currency  to  several 
hundred  bankers. 

All  experience  proves  that  the  public  interests  are  liable  to 
suffer  from  an  excessive  accumulation  of  powers  in  the  hands  of 
a  single  officer.  Each  prominent  and  distinct  branch  of  the 
public  administration  should  constitute  an  independent  office, 
especially  where  the  details  are  so  complicated  and  multi£Eirious 
as  to  require  constant  supervision. 

The  Bank  Department,  in  addition  to  other  grave  responsibili- 
ties, includes  the  custody  and  safe  keeping  not  only  of  many 
millions  of  securities,  but  of  large  sums  of  money  for  which  the 
head  of  the  office  is  liable.  The  officer  charged  with  a  trust  of 
this  magnitude,  should  be  enabled  to  devote  his  whole  attention 
to  its  performance.  He  should  be  selected  with  reference  to  his 
fitness  and  qualifications  for  the  peculiar  duties  imposed  upon 
him ;  no  conflicting  obligations  should  be  permitted  to  withdraw 
his  services,  and  being  thus  invested  with  full  control  over  the 
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duly  operations  of  the  office,  his  resfionsibility  to  the  public  will 
be  direct  and  personal. 

In  view  of  all  these  considepations,  and  others  which  might  be 
more  fully  presented^  the  Comptroller  would  respectfully  re- 
commend that  a  new  officer  be  authorized  to  administer  the  af- 
&irs  of  the  Bank  Department,  and  that  the  Comptroller  be  re- 
lieyed  from  all  the  responsibilities  devolved  upon  him  by  the 
general  banking  law.  The  officer  thus  created  should  have  ex* 
clofflve  superintendence  of  the  General  and  Incorporated  Bank 
Departments ;  the  quarterly  returns  should  be  made  to  and  pub* 
liahed  by  him^  and  it  would  be  judicious  to  trandfiar  to  him  also 
the  power  of  the  Comptroller  in  relation  to:  foreign  and  domestie 
insurance  companies,  on  applications  for  certificates  of  authority, 
Ite.,  under  the  act  of  1849. 

INCORPORATED  BANK  DEPARTMENT. 

The  annexed  statement  (marked  K.  1)  exhibits  the  names  of 
the  incorporated  banks,  the  capital  and  circulation  of  each,  the 
dates  at  which  their-  respective  charters  will  expire,  and  the 
names  and  resid^ices  of  their  redeeming  agents.  It  will  be  seen 
that  the  present  number  of  chartered  banks  is  seventy-three  and 
one  branch ;  the  aggregate  amount  of  their  capital  is  $27,664,860 ; 
the  amount  of  circulation  to  which  they  are  entitled  by  law,  is 
122,161,370,  of  which  they  have  in  actual  circulation  and  on 

hand,  $20,669,178.50. 

'  •  '  '.,'■» 

Two  banks  are  included  in  this  statement  whose  charters  will 
expire  January  1, 1851,  viz:  :  ^ 

New-Tork  State  Bank,  capital,  ^ ,,,,,.  •     $369,600  00 
BankofNewbwgli,....     «       140,000  00 

These  banks  aj^e  ih  adtiilrable  condition,  and  have  indicated 
an  intention,  of  c6ntitiuihg  business  under  the  general  banking 
law. 

The  stockholders,  .or  a.miyority  of  them,  in  three  of  the  banks 
whose  charters  expired  January  1, 1850,  viz:  the  Bank  of  Utieaj 
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ilie  Baiik  of  Aublirti,  and  the  Bifc&k  of  Ithaca,  hori)  re-oi^aidzed 
by  fonning  new  associations  under  the  general  banking  law,  in 
pursuance  of  chapter  313,  Laws  of  1849.  These  banks  are  gra- 
dually returning  tlieir  old  circulation  and  receiving  new  notes 
secured  by  a  pledge  of  public  stocks  deposited  in  the  i'ree  Bank- 
ing l}epartment. 

Th^  have  been  tvteiTibd,  ceiiiitied  and  buriied  at  thfe  Incor- 
porated BiuUt  Deiwftment,  daring  tibie  fear  ending  Beeiitibor  1, 
1850,  501,461  nmtilkted  bank  notes,  amoimting  to  #3^94,6425 
atel  during  the  sanrt  jpieriod  thertei  harb  been  ooohteraigned,  num- 
bered and  ^gidtttvd  569)T80  neWBbie8,amountingtx>|3)460,88t) 
wUeh  \beJre  delivered  to  th6  batiks  eiiiitldd  to  the  64me. 

FEEE  BANK  DEPARtMENt. 

The  whole  minib«r  of  bafikiag  fssmdhiltam  and  individual 
bankers  organized  and  doing  business  under  <<  The  Creneral  Bank- 
ing li4*^^  ii  136,  tiz  : 


Banking  associations,  •»;••«•*«••.««•  4««  a  .u«        71 

65 

136 


Individual  bankers  ,•••»•;...*.••;•••••»  i  •»  •        65 


(The  wliole  amount  of  circulating  notes  issued  to  said  associa- 
tions and  individual  bankers  outstanding  on  the  Ist  day  of  De- 
cember, 1850,  was  114,203,115.  For  the  redemption  of  which 
itotirtti^  a^  deposited  and  held  in  tru^t  by  thd  Comi)tK)fIler, 
amounting  in  the  aggregate  to  the  sum  6f  |14,8d3^87.46^  viz: 

Bondsandtd61'^(ages,ii<«ii.ii...i<.^... ...«.;  |S,^8e,9l4  71 

New-Toik  fOMk  stock,  4j^  percent.,.  ....u^..,4  225^50  00 

«                      5        «         4,246,690  92 

«                      6J      «         1,071,400  00 

ii                      6        «         2,565,679  26 

United  States  stock,      6        "        1,266,262  34 

«                     e        «         ....i...-;-.  1,028,218  85 

niindi  BtMe  ito<ik,       e       <«        « i4..i  651^96  60 
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mehigaa  State  8to^)  «  per  cent., ;..  StO,000  00 

Itkanns       "              $       «        ...« 376,000  00 

Indiva          «      £j^&6        << 6,S50  00 

AJabuna        «              6       «        .< 34,000  00 

Gish  in  deposite  for  stocks  matured  and  bonds  and 

motlgagM pahij . : ;.  ilii,10^  88 

•rf»—i *—*i  I      III      Ilia 

;  114^23,087  M 
Total  amount  of  securities  held  December  1, 

1849, 11,916^06  39 

Increafle  of  securities  fiom  Dec.  1,  1649^  to  Dee. 
1,1850, ..••.••4.*. 4...*  $2,906,281  17 

Total  amount  of  circulation  l)ec.  1$  1850, 14,203,115  00 

"  «  1849,  ...,••  11,180,676  00 

Total  increase  of  circulation  fK)m  Dec  1, 1849,  to 
Dec.  1,1860, 13,022,440  00 

The  following  new  securities  wer6  depoiited  during  the  year 
ending  Dec.  1, 1850,  viz : 

Bonds  and  mortgages, «.a.««4     $821,341  11 

New-Tork  State  stocks, 1 ,188,009  47 

UnitedStates        <<        1,835,975  34 

niinois  State  stock,  interest  bonds  6n  Stocks  here- 
tofore deposited, ..;.; 3,021  16 

Cash  in  deposite  for  stocks  matured  j  bonds  and 
mortgages  paid  andfot  banks  cl6singthdr  busi- 
ness,          62,773  66 

13,911,120  63 

The  following  securities  were  withdrawn  during  the  year 
ending  December  1, 1850,  viz : 

Bonds  and  mortgages, $153,470  88 

Kew-Tork  State  stocks, 618,986  68 

United  States  stocks, 174,100  00 

Arkansas  State  stock, 49,000  00 

Uichigaii  State  stock,... 9,282  00 

11,004,839  46 
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The  entire  number  of  notes  numbered,  countersigned  and  is- 
sued (including  exchanges^  for  mutilated  bills)'  by  fiie  Free 
Banidng  Department  during  the  y^ar  ending  December  1,  1850, 
was  1,754,812,  amounting  ta  the  sum  of  $5,204,254. 

Twenty-three  banking  associations  and  individual  bankers 
have  commenced  business  under  the  General  Banking  Law  dur- 
ing the  year,  yiz : 

.    Banking.  Associations 

Bank  of  Auburn, 

City  JBank,  Oswego,. 

City  Bank  of  Brooklyn, 
BankofPishldll, 
H6mdte)*  Bank  of  Buffalo, 
Marine  Bank^  Buffalo, 
Mercantile  Bank,  New-York^ 
Ocean  Bank,  New-York, 
Pacific  Bank,  New-York, 
Syracuse  City  Bank, 
Ba^kQfUti<y^. 

Individual  Banks. 

Adams'  Ba^k,  Adams, 
Citizen's  Bankj^  Watertown, 
Eagle  Bank,  Brighton, 
Farmer's  Bank,  Hamilton  county, 
Frontier  Bank,  Watertown, 
Freemen's  Bank,  Washington  county, 
Hamilton  Exchange  Bank,  Hamilton, 
H.  T.  Miner's  Bank,  of  Utica, 
Phoenix  Bank,  Bainbridge, 
Sullivan  County  Bank,  Monticello, 
WteSt^itt  Batik,  Washington*  county, 
Western  Ba'nk  of  Lockport. 
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Tbe  asao^atidiis  hain  dqpdsited  tbe  IbUowfaig  doetuities,  via : 

Bondsaiad  mortgages....... ........ ..« 1143^430  09. 

Nev-Tork  State  rtoek,  5  per  6eat w....  178,7d6  00 

do  do       ^  do ^,oeo  «e 

do  do         6      do       817,716  00 

Tnited  States  stoek,     5      do       117,500  00 

do  do  6      do.      317,576 '30 

In  •■      i  }  ■    ■  11 

$1,134^008  80 
Cirenlatioa  issued  on  the  above, $966,468  00 


The  individual  bankers  have  dcjposited : 

Bonds Biid  mortgages...... ^ $181,631  00 

Bew-Y^ricStetostd^^.^^oettt.;... ;.  159,709  fiQ 

do             do         5^     do »...  69,000  00. 

do             do         6       do Ul,645  15 

United  States  stock,      5       do     76,055  19 

do             do         6       do      183,592  55 

1811,723  39 

Cbtidatioii  issued  on  the  abote^ $783,180.00 


Pour  indiyidual  bankers  have  given  notice  of  their  Intention 
to  close  their  business,  and  have  returned  a  portion  of  their  cir- 
ciUjitieii)  viz: 

tienry  Keep's  Bank,  Watortolni* 
tillage  Bank,  Randolph. 
Cottland  County  Bank. 
Commercial  Bank,  Lockport 

For  a  partlcttlar  statement  of  the  securities  held  by  each  hank  j 
reference  may  be  had  to  the  annexed  statement,  (miu^ked  K.  2.  J 

The  Farmers'  and  Me<dianics'  Bank,  Ogdensburgh,  having 
ttmplied  with  the  8th  and  9th  sections  of  the  act  passed  May  26^ 
1841,  and  &e  two  years  publication  having  expired,  the  funds 
held  by  the  Comptroller  in  trust  for  the  redemption  of  the  circu? 
lating  notes  of  said  bank  have  been  given  up..    This  act  should 
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be  so  amended  as  to  require  a  satisfactory  bond  for  the  payment 
of  any  notes  that  may  be  presented  afier^  the  expiration  of  the 
two  years  publication  required  by  law.  Unless  some  such  secu- 
rity is  required,  it  is  apprehended  that  cases  may  arise  exposing 
bill  holders  to  iiyustice. 

In  pursuance  of  chapter  331,  Laws  of  1850,  proper  steps  have 
been  taken  towards  making  a  final  distribution  of  the  funds  held 
by  the  Comptroller,  for  the  creditors  of  certain  insolvent  banks 
and  bankers.  On  the  1st  of  May  last,  a  notice  was  gjiven  (of 
which  a  copy  is  annexed,  marked  L.,)  to  the  holders  of  the 
circulating  notes  of  26  insolvent  banks  to  present  the  same  for 
redemption,  within  six  months,  as  provided  by  law.  The  time 
allowed  £>r  this  purpose  leaving  expired,  the  Comptroller  will 
proceed,  without  delay,  to  distribute  the  residue  of  these  funds 
among  the  holdesa  of  certificates  given  for  balances  due  on  the 
notes  relumed  to  this  office. 

mSURANCE  COMPANIES. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  annexed  statement,  (marked  M.)  that 
577  certificates  of  authority  have  been  issued  since  January  I, 
1850,  by  the  Comptroller  to  the  agents  of  thirty-nine  insurance 
companies  of  other  states,  doing  business  within  this  State,  under 
chapter  308,  Laws  of  1849. 

During  the  same  period,  26  insurance  companies,  (eleven  stock 
companies  and  fifteen  mutual  companies,)  have  been  organized 
under  said  act  within  this  State,  and  have  furnished  the  Comp- 
troller the  requisite  evidence  of  their  compliance  with  the  law. 

The  Comptroller  is  of  opinion  that  the  law  permitting  foreign 
companies  to  insure  lives  in  this  State,  should  be  so  changed  as 
to  require  all  companies  out  of  the  State^  doing  business  here  by 
agents,  to  invest  all  life  insurance  premiums  received  within  the 
State,  (deducting  a  reasonable  and  fixed  allowance  for  profits 
and  expenses,)  in  the  hands  of  trustees  resident  in  this  State,  and 
to  be  approved  by  the  Comptroller,  to  form  a  trust  fund  for  the 
payment  of  the  losses  which  may  accrue  on  policies  issued  by 
such  companies  to  our  citizens.    A  system  which  encourages 
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men  to  provide  for  the  future  support  and  comfort  of  their  fami- 
lies, hj  an  annual  deposite  from  current  income,  in  the  form  of 
premium  on  life  insurance,  deserves  the  fostering  care  and  atten- 
tioii  of  the  Legislature. 

Such  guaranties  should  be  exacted  as  will  effectually  protect 
Ae  rights  and  fulfil  the  intentions  of  the  individual  who  devotes 
I  portion  of  his  earnings  to  purchase  a  pecuniary  competency  for 
his  children  after  his  death.  The  moneys  collected  for  pre- 
ndoms  ought  to  be  held  as  a  trust  fund,  accumulating  from  year 
to  year,  and  to  be  kept  sacred  for  the  ultimate  performance  of 
&t  obligation  which  must  sooner  or  later  arise  on  every  contract 
of  life  insurance. 

An  intelligent  citizen,  who  has  given  much  attention  to  the  sub- 
ject, estimates  that  the  amount  paid  by  the  people  of  this  State  to  fo- 
reign ooiporations,  in  prenuums  for  insurance  on  lives,  within  the 
present  year,  will  exceed  $500,000.  When  it  is  considered  that  the 
policies  are  a  continuingcontract,  on  which  further  payments  are  to 
be  made  every  year  during  the  life  of  the  party  insured,  at  the 
flame  time  estimating  the  rapid  increase  in  this  branch  of  insurance, 
the  Legislature  can  hardly  fail  to  perceive  the  importance  of 
adopting  such  safe-guards  as  will  afford  to  our  citizens  the  securi- 
ty they  seek,  and  for  which  they  pay  such  ample  equivalents, 
la  making  these  suggestions,  the  (Comptroller  would  not  be  un- 
derstood as  questioning  the  integrity  of  the  corporations  in  other 
States  which  have  established  agencies  here.  That  many  of 
tfaem  are  in  the  hands  of  honest  and  responsible  managers,  and 
are  administered  with  the  most  upright  intentions,  he  is  well  as- 
sured. But  to  assume  that  no  exceptions  will  occur,  would  be  to 
disregard  all  past  experience.  In  some  of  the  States  charters  have 
been  granted  with  great  facility ;  the  nature  of  the  capital  and 
investments  is  far  below  the  standard  required  from  similar  cor- 
porations in  our  own  State ;  and  we  must  not  forget  that  with 
tlie  best  intentions,  there  is  a  strong  temptation  to  divide,  or  ap- 
propriate, premiums  received  on  subsisting  policies,  as  profits 
ftcCuallj  earned.  In  case  of  default,  or  controversy,  whether 
ttiaii]g£rom  an  improper  diversion  of  the  funds,  or  from  una* 
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voidable  misfortunes,  our  own  laws  are  mopers^tiye)  and  it  is  not 
-difficult  to  foresee  cases  in  whicli  the  remedy  of  widows  and  or- 
phans against  a  remote  oorporation)  beyond  our  jorisdictioni 
would  be  difficult  and  expensive,  if  not  wholly  unovi^ling.  It 
seems  just  and  politic,  therefore,  that  companies  abroad  desiring 
to  exerdse  the  privilege  of  life  insuraoiee  in  this  State^  should  be 
require  to  furnish  such  pledges  and  comply  with  such  r^;uU^ 
tions  as  will  ensure  the  prompt  performance  of  the  obligations 
they  may  assume. 

By  the  Revised  Statutes,  (Part  1,  Title  21,)  as  amended  by  the 
«ct  of  1687,  the  agents  of  all  fire  and  marine  insurance  compa- 
nies in  other  States,  doing  business  in  this  State,  were  required  to 
pay  into  the  State  Treasury  a  tax  of  two  per  cent  upon  the 
amount  of  premiums  received.    The  law  required  every  such 
agent  to  execute  a  bond  to  the  State,  conditioned  that  he  should 
render  an  annual  account  of  premiums  to  the  Comptroller,  and 
pay  the  tax  thereon.    The  act  of  1849  (Chapter  178,)  relinquish- 
es the  right  of  th«  State  Treasury  to  the  tax  on  premiums  for 
Are  insurance,  and  requires  that  the  same  be  paid  to  the  fire  de^ 
partment  of  the  city  or  village  where  the  i^ent  re^des ;  leaving 
•the  former  law  unchanged,  so  £Eur  as  it  relates  to  the  tax  on  marine 
insurance.    A  circular  was  issued  to  the  sevenJ  agents  of  foreign 
companies  in  February  last  requiring  the  payment  of  this  tax. 
This  call  was  promptly  responded  to  by  many  of  the  agents  in 
ihe  interior  of  the  State ;  but  most  of  the  larger  agencies  in  the 
city  of  New-York  refused  tq  pay  the  tax  on  the  ground  that  the 
law  imposing  it  is  unconstitutional.    It  dppears  that  the  pay- 
ment has  been  withheld  for  years  by  some  of  the  principal  agents, 
and  the  treasury  has  been  deprived  of  from  $10,000  to  $15,000 
per  annum,  in  consequence  of  this  refusal.    The  opinions  of  emi- 
nent legal  counsel  have  been  presented  to  the  Comptroller,  de- 
nying the  power  of  the  State  to  impose  a  tax  on  the  agents  ot 
insurance  companies  created  hj  other  States.    The  Comptroller 
cannot  concur  in  this  view  of  the  subject  y  and  he  has  deemed  it 
his  duty  to  place  one  of  the  largest  claims  in  the  hands  of  the 
.Attonjey-General.    The  questioi^  yivolved  will  soon  \>e  decided 
by  the  courts. 
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It  is  respectfully  suffposted  ^at  thenet  be  so  amended  as  to 
withheld  certificates  of  authority  from  the  agents  of  foreign  in- 
sotanoe  eom|iaiiies,  unless  piroof  shall  be  furnished  that  the 
agents  of  the  company  ai^lying  have  paid  the  tax  as  required  by 
law. 


AUCTION  DUTIES. 

The  annexed  statement  (marked  N.)  presentB  an  aeoouft  iv 
detail  of  the  sums  received  for  auction  duties  during  the  yqar. 
The  gross  amount  received  was  $85,909.69,  showing  a  diminU" 
tlon,  as  compared  with  the  preceding  year,  of  $7,1 1 5.77. 

Vigilant  eflforts  have  been  made  to  prevent  frauds  upon  this 
branch  of  the  revenue.  Competent  agents  have  been  employed 
under  the  act  of  1849,  to  investigate  the  accounts  and  proceed- 
ings of  the  auctioneers,  and  the  results  have  been  useful. 

Several  auctioneers  in  the  city  of  New-Tork  have  taken  tHe 
ground  that  State  laws,  imposing  auction  duties,  are  uneonstitu^ 
tional.  Opinions  have  been  obtained  from  several  distinguished 
lawyers  to  that  effect.  For  the  last  ttro  years,  a  number  of  auc- 
tioneers have  paid  the  duties  under  protest,  or  with  formal  no- 
tices to  the  Comptroller  and  Treasurer  that  they  will  be  held 
personally  liable  to  refund  the  money,  if  they  place  it  in  the 
Treasury,  or  allow  it  to  be  used  by  the  State.  Notwithstanding 
these  warnings  of  intended  litigation^  the  Comptroller  has  certi- 
fied the  payments  to  the  Treasurer,  and  the  moneys  have  been 
carried  to  the  General  Fund. 

The  Comptroller  entertains  no  doubt  of  the  constitutional  va- 
lidity of  the  law  imposing  auction  duties ;  and  if  his  disregard 
of  tile  various  protests  served  upon  him,  forbidding  the  payment 
of  the  money  into  the  Treasury,  should  involve  him  in  personal 
actions,  he  will  confide  in  the  justice  of  the  State  to  indemnify 
him  firom  pecuniary  harm. 
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STATE  PRISONS. 

The  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  State  prisons  are  exhibit 
ted  in  three  statements  (marked  0.  P.  Q.) 

The  earnings  of  the  Sing  Sing  Prison  during  the  last  fiscal 
year  were  $53,479.39.  The  amount  drawn  from  the  Treasury 
during  the  same  period  was  $41,587.50.  The  gross  amount  of 
expenditures  was  $95,828.64,  of  which  amount  about  $40,000 
was  applied  to  the  erection  of  new  buildings. 

A  large  increase  of  expenditure  was  made  necessary  by  the 
destructive  fire,  which  consumed  a  valuable  portion  of  the  pri- 
son buildings. 

The  controversy  between  the  State  and  Chauncey  Smith,  late 
agent,  has  been  terminated  by  the  decision  of  the  referees,  to 
whom  it  was  submitted.  An  appropriation  of  $25,000  will  be 
required  for  the  support  of  this  prison  for  the  coming  year,  in- 
cluding the  payment  of  old  indebtedness,  consisting  chiefly  of 
the  balance  found  by  the  above  referees. 

The  Auburn  prison  continues  to  present  more  &vorable  re- 
sults. The  earnings  for  the  year  were  $68,737.31 ;  the  expendi- 
tures $71,166.07,  and  the  accounts  exhibit  a  balance  on  hand  at 
the  close  of  the  year  from  the  surplus  at  its  commencement, 
$8,409.04. 

The  amount  advanced  from  the  Treasury  for  the  support  of 
the  Clinton  Prison  durii^the  last  fiscal  year  was  $24,723.01. 
The  earnings  for  the  year  were  $12,601.95;  the  expenses 
$40,373.45.  It  is  estimated  that  an  appropriation  of  $25,000 
will  be  required  for  the  current  year.  The  agent  has  on  hand 
an  accumulation  of  iron  ore  equal  to  1,600  tons^  which  is  una- 
vailable at  present. 
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IMPROVEMENT   OF  THE   UPPER  WATERS  OF 
THE  HUDSON  RIVER. 

By  chapter  406,  Laws  of  1849,  $10,000  was  appropriated  for 
improving  the  upper  waters  of  the  Hudson  River. 

Of  thh  amount  theire  has  been  drawn  from  the  Treasury  the 
sum  of  48,000,  and  the  commissioners  have  expended  $6,432.82, 
leaving  |3,567J8  of  the  appropriation  unexpended,  of  which 
$2,000  remains  in  the  Treasury  and  $1,567.18  in  the  hands  of 
the  eommissioaers. 

The  reports  of  Daniel  Stewart  and  Jacob  Parmerter,  two  of  the 
commissioners,  are  hereto  annexed  (marlced  R.  S.) 

It  will  ba  perceived  that  only  a  small  sum  was  expanded  the 
last  season.  The  high  state  of  the  river  was  unfavorable  to  the 
progress  of  the  work.  Much  good  has  been  accomplished  by  the 
expenditure  already  made.  The  navigation,  formerly  so  peril- 
oos,  has  been  made  comparatively  easy,  by  removing  the  most 
formidable  rocks  from  the  channel.  It  is  represented  that  a  few 
thousand  dollars  more,  properly  applied,  would  enable  rafts  and 
floats  to  descend  the  upper  waters  of  the  Hudson  in  safety. 

APPROPRIATION  FOR  THE  IMPROVEMENT  OF 
RACKET  RIVER. 

By  chapter  249,  Laws  of  1850,  $10,000  was  appropriated  for 
improving  Racket  river  and  the  tributaries  thereof.  Of  this 
amount  $5000  has  been  drawn  from  the  treasury,  and  $4,888.64 
has  been  expended,  leaving  a  balance  of  $111.36  in  tlie  hands  of 
the  Commissioners.  The  attention  of  the  Legislature  is  invited 
to  the  interesting  report  of  the  Commissioners  hereto  annexed, 
(marked  T.) 

It  is  believed  that  this  appropriation  from  the  treasury,  for 
the  benefit  of  a  sequestered  section  of  the  State,  which  had  here- 
to£)re  enjoyed  no  participation  in  the  liberal  expenditures  au- 
thorized by  the  Legislature  for  purposes  of  internal  improvement, 
will  confer  important  advantages  upon  the  country  adjacent  to 
Ibicket  river.    It  will  contribute  to  develope  the  resources  of  a 
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wild  and  }iUKei;rto.  In§eees3ible  region.  Th^  increased  value 
given  to  the  State  iauds^in  that  vicinity  will  fully  indemnify  the 
Treasury. 

The  Comptroller  has  not,,  ex^ercised.the  power  conferred  by 
the  act  aforesaid  to  sell  at  public  sale  the  lands  belonging  to  the 
Btate,  situated  upon  or  near  the  river,  'believing  the  publie  in- 
terest would  be  best  consulted  by  withholding  them  from  mar- 
ket until  tile  Improvement  shall  have  been  completed. 

SALES  OF  LANDS  FOE  TAXES. 

An  important  change  in  the  manner  of  collecting  taxes  on 
non-resident  lands,  and  of  selling  such  lands  for  arrears  of  taxes^ 
was  made  by  the  act  of  April  10,  1860,  (Chapter  298.) 

In  the  filBtiBstance,  the  unpaid  taaces  on  non-resident  land9 
«re  returned  by  the  county  treaaurer  to  the  Ck>mptroller,  and  the 
amouBt  due  thereon  (sQiar  as  the  returns,  &c.,  are  found  to  be 
regular)  is  advanced  to  the  counties  from  the  State  Treasury,  a3 
heretofore.  After  majting  the  necessary  examination  of  the  re* 
turns,  lists  of  the  lots. admitted  by  the  Comptroller,  showing  the 
amount  of  tax  on  each,  are  prepared  at  this  office  and  forwarded 
to  the  respective  county  trieasurers.  Owners  are  permitted  to 
pay  the  tax  at  the  county  or  State  Trea3ury,  at  their  own  option* 
The  sums  received  by  the  county  treasurers  are  remitted  to  the 
State  Treasury  quarterly. 

All  sales  of  lands  for  taxes  returned  after  the  passage  of  the 
act  are  to  be  made  by  the  county  treasurer  in  the  county  where 
the  land  is  situated.  The  taxes  of  1849  come  under  the  opera- 
tion of  this  law.  The  first  sale  will  be  made  in  the  counties  on 
the  first  Tuesday  of  December,  1852,  and  a  similar  sale  is  to  be 
held  on  the  same  day  in  each  year  thereafter.  The  Comptroller 
has  prep^^jd,  and  furnished  the  county  treasurer^  full  and  ela- 
borate instructions,  forms,  &c.,  calculated,  as  jtie  believes,,  to  eun 
sure  accuracy  and  uniformity  in  the  execution  of  the  law.  He 
is  also  of  the  opiiuon  that  tho  new  system  will  prove  conducive 
to,  the  public  convenience  and  advantageous  to  the  interests  of 
t|»e.Trewury>  without  producing  the  irregularities  or  apy  of  the 
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evxia  which  were  apprehended  by  many,  as  the  i^eanlt  of  a  de- 
paitare  from  the  former  plan.  Under  the  old  system,  it  was 
found  impracticable  to  prepare  fi>r  and  hold  the  sales  fpr  taxes, 
more  finequently  than  once  in  four  or  five  years.  The  annual 
sales  provided  £>r  by  the  new  law  will  secure  earlier  and  more 
r^olar  returns  of  the  advances  made  from  the  State  Treasury. 

Another  sale,  under  the  provisions  of  the  previous  law,  must 
he  held  by  the  Comptroller,  of  non-resident  lands  returned  and 
still  remaining  in  this  office  for  the  taxes  of  1845,  1846,  1847 
and  1848. 

In  preparing  the  necessary  lists  and  computations  for  this  final 
sale,  some  additional  clerical  force  will  be  needed,  and  a  mode- 
rate api>ropriation  is  reoommended  for  such  extra  service  as  may 
be  required. 

RELIEF  TO  PURCHASERS  OF  LANDS  IN  ONEIDA 
RESERVATION. 

The  act  passed,  April  6, 1850,  "for  the  relief  of  certain  pur- 
chasers of  lands  in  the  Oneida  reservation  in  1840  and  1841," 
made  it  the  duty  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  to  cause 
an  inquiry  into  the  pecuniary  condition  and  responsibility  of  the 
purchasers,  and  a  re-appraisal  to  be  made  of  the  value  of  the  se- 
?eral  lots,  "at  the  present  value  of  the  same,  exclusive  of  the 
improvements  made  thereon  since  the  sale."  This  duty  was  dis* 
charged  by  the  appointment  of  William  J.  Cornwdl,  Orville  L. 
HoUey  and  Albert  D.  Freeman,  to  appraise  the  lands  and  report 
thereon.  A  new  appraisement  was  made  by  those  gentlemen, 
and  subsequently  cenflrmed  by  the  Commisaioners  of  the  Land 
Office.  It  appears  that  the  lands  were  sold  at  extravagant 
prices,  and  most  of  the  purchasers  are  unable  to  pay  the  original 
purchase  money  and  interest.  The  law  makes  it  the  duty  of  the 
Comptroller  to  cancel  the  original  obligations  ai^d  to  receive  new 
bonds,  according  to  the  new  valuation.  This  operation  is  now 
going  foipvard,  and  will  result  in  a  loss  to  the  State  of  about 
125,000. 

As  the  bonds  are  held  for  the  School  Fund,  and  form  part  of 
its  capital,  the  deficiency  (when  ascertained,)  must  be  restored 
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bj  transferring  to  that  fiind  an  equal  amount  from  the  revenues  of 
the  General  Fund.  For  this  purpose  an  appropriation  will  be 
required. 

STATIONERY  FOR  THE  PUBLIC  OFFICES. 

The  annexed  statement  (marked  U.,)  contains  a  detailed  ac- 
count of  the  stationery  furnished  to  the  Legislature  and  the  pub- 
lic offices  during  the  last  fiscal  year.  The  amount  expended 
was  |4,664.83,  of  which  $3,196.49  was  consumed  by  the  last  Le- 
gislature. ' 

CLERKS  IN  THE  PUBLIC  OFFICES. 

The  annexed  statement  (marked  V .,)  gives  the  names  and  sala- 
ries of  the  several  clerks  in  the  State  offices. 

The  Comptroller  avails  himself  of  this  occasion,  to  express  his 
grateful  appreciation  of  the  assiduity  and  fidelity  of  his  subordi- 
nates, in  the  discharge  of  their  varied  duties.  The  clerks  in  this 
department  are  required  to  render  arduous  and  constant  service. 
The  heavy  labors  imposed  upon  them  are  performed  with  a 
cheerful  alacrity  which  merits  public  acknowledgment  and  ap- 
proval. 

PROCEEDS  OF  HALF  MILL  TAX. 

:  The  annexed  statement  (marked  W.,)  shews  that  the  nett  pro- 
ceeds of  the  half  mill  tax,  on  the  valuation  of  real  and  personal 
estate  for  the  year  1849,  including  the  returns  of  taxes  on  non- 
resident lands,  was  $324,352.59. 

STATE  TAX  AND  VALUATION  OF  REAL  AND 
PERSONAL  ESTATE. 

The  tabular  statement  hereto  annexed  (marked  Y.,)  shews 
the  assessed  valuation  of  real  and  personal  estate,  and  the 
amounts  levied  for  State,  county  and  town  taxes.    The  counties 
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sarkfid  *  having  failed  to  forwa^  their  returns  in  time  for  thid 
statement)  the  amounts  returned  from  those  counties  for  the  year 
1849,  are  adopted. 

It  appears  that  the  total  valuation  of  real  es- 
tateis, '. $571,690,807  00 

The  total  valuation  of  personal  estate,  includ- 
ing capital  of  banks  and  other  corporations, 
Is, $153,183,486  00 

$724,874,298  00 

ind  the  amount  of  corrected  aggregate  valua- 
tionsis, $727,494,583  00 


county  taxes, $4,892,051  51 

Town  taxes, 1,420,735  82 

Total  taxation, $6,312,787  33 


The  aggr^ate  valuation  exceeds  that  of  the  previous  year 
(l&i9,)  $61 ,643,846  00. 

A  circular  letter  (of  which  a  copy  is  hereto  annexed,  marked 
I.,)  was  issued  from  this  o£5ice  to  the  town  assessors,  explanato- 
ry of  the  manner  of  estimating  the  capital  of  banking  associations 
and  individual  bankers,  and  inculcating  the  duty  of  apprais* 
ing  real  and  personal  property  at  its  full  value,  according  to  the 
requirements  of  the  statute. 

In  some  localities  the  assessors  have  performed  this  duty  with 
commendable  firmness  and  vigilance.  In  the  city  and  county  of 
New- York,  the  intelligent  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners  have 
made  vigorous  and  successful  efforts  to  reach  all  forms  of  person- 
al capital,  legally  subject  to  taxation;  and  in  assessing  the  real 
estate  they  have  appraised  it  at  its  value,  in  compliance  with  the 
statute.  But  in  many  of  the  counties  the  prevalent  custom  of 
^der  valuation  is  too  generally  continued.  The  Comptroller 
Would  again  repeat  his  conviction  that  this  evil  can  be  remedied, 
Mid  a  just  equality  attained,  as  between  individual  tax  payers, 
towns  and  counties,  only  by  an  essential  modification  of  the  laws 
prescribing  the  duty  of  assessors. 
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Some  farther  proviaions  of  law  are  requbed  tor^nlate  the 
manner  of  assessing  the  capital  of  individnal'  bankers^  and  t& 
prescribe  the  mode  of  proceeding  to  enforce  the  ooUeefion  of  th# 
tax,  in  cases  where  its  payment  is  evaded  or  refnsed.  The  act 
of  December  4,  1847,  (Section  4,  Chapter  419,)  is  vague  and  in- 
definite in  this  respect,  and' has  given  rise  to  much  perplexity, 
ii^ustice  and  litigation.  The  general  provisions  of  law  regulat- 
ing the  recovery  of  taxes  against  corporations,  should  be  extended 
to  the  capital  of  individual  bankers  by  express  statute ;  and 
all  other  ;«medies  fidling  to  secure  the  payment  of  a  tax,  legally 
inqposed,  it  should  be  made  the  duty  of  the  Comptroller  to  pay 
it  from  the  accruing  interest  on  the  securities  deposited  with 
him  under  the  general  banking  law. 

The  whole  subject  of  assessment  and  taxation  is  earnestly  com- 
mended to  the  attention  of  the  Legislature,  in  the  hope  that  such 
revisions  may  be  made  as  will  remedy  the  irjsegulaiities  So  mA- 
versally  and  justly  complained  of. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

WASHINGTOJf  HUNT, 

ComptrMtr. 
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STATEMENT 

Of  Mmeys  received  into  the  Treasury  during  ike  year  ending  the 
ZOth  Septemberyl^O. 

On  account  of  the  General  Fund. 

Permanent  Revenue. 

Annual  appropriation  from  the  surplus 

revenue  of  the  canals. |200,000  00 

Auction  duty,  (from  this  sum  there  has    * 

been  paid  on  account  of  appropriations 

for  charitable  purposes  in  the  city  of 

New-York,  »38^00,) 85,909  69 

Salt  duty,  (from  this  sum  there  has 

been  paid  for  expenses  of  the  Onon-  - 

daga  Salt  Springs,  |29,027,) 44,364  03 

Interest  on  arrears  of  county  taxes, .  •  •  •         4,273  19 
Tax  on  foreign  insurance  companies,. .  802  79 

Pedhrs' licenses, 1,700  00 

Fees  of  the  Secretary's  office, 2,110  71 

Fees  of  the  Comptroller's  office, 166  42 

Fees  of  the  office  of  the  Clerk  of  the 

Court  of  Appeals,  viz: 

Amount  collected  by 

the  clerk, $333  33 

Amount  collected  by 

county  treasurers, 322  82 

' :-  666  16 

Sales  of  lands, 3,700  83 

Tolls  on  Cayuga  Lake  inlet, . , 102  98 

$343,686  79 

State  Tax,  (for  nett  proceeds  of  the  State ' 

taxy  see  statement  H,) 272,422  46 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


64  [A88] 

MifctUantous  and  temporary  receipts^  viz: 

For  the  State  arsenal  grounds  in  the  city 

of  New-York, $30,000  00 

For  stationery,  &c.,  furnished  by  the 
Comptroller,   viz: 

State  library, |40  96 

Incorporated  banking  de- 
partment,    14^  47 

187  43 

Sale  of  public  property  by  the  Goraaais*  - 

sary  General, 443  76 

Over  payment  for  tcdemption  of  land 

refunded, ^. 10  00 

Sales  of  general  index  of  Laws  of  1842, 

by  the  Secretary  of  State,, . .  * 6  00 

Sale  of  a  gun-housebuilding  in  Argyle,  12  00 

Erroneous  payments  from  the  treasury, 
refunded, 69  80 

Agent  of  the  Auburn  prison,  balance  re- 
funded,   2  00 

Costs  of  suit,  .... 247  00 

Register  and  clerk's  fees,  collected  by 

county  treasurers,  • « •  • , 33  69 

Sales  of  the  Natural  History  of  New- 
York,  855  00 

31,856  67 

Moneys  received  for  previous  advances^  or 
which  were  s^ihsequently  to  he  paid 
from  the  Treasury.    '  • 

Arrears  of  county  taxes, $25,048  46 

Redemption  of  land  sold  for  taxes,.  .••       34,230  47 

Sales  of  lands  for  taxes, •  • .  586  65 

For  expenses  of  the  Free  Banking  De- 
partment         24,169  17 

For  expenses  of  the  Incorporated  Bank- 
ing Deparment, *......         4,637  79 

Interest  on  treasury  deposits, • '      13^24  34 

For  expenses  of  enforcing  the  laws, 
&c.,  viz: 

Columbia  county, $500  00 

Dutchess  county, 934  97     - 

1,434  97 

103,331  75 

Total  re(»eipts  on  account  of  the  General  Fund, $751,297  66 
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Qq  account  of  the  General  Fund  Debt 
Sinking  FunA. 

Amraal  appropriation  from  the  revenue 

of  canals,  ..%.  .4** . . . .  ...• $350^000  00 

Intereflt  on  stock  issued  on  aocouat  x>f 

the  Bank  Fund,  **.......  ,,»^.,  .•         7,000  00 

Sale  of  stock  issued  on  account  of  the 

BankFund,^. .%•..* 49,913  34 


On  account  of  the  School  Fund. 

Capital. 

Princ^I  of  bonds  for  lands, 143,455  56 

do  do         loans, 117,196  83 

do  loan  of  1792, 71,910  64 

do  do  1808, 169,830  61 

Rnt  payments  on  sales  of  lands,.  •  • , .         6^329  19 

Principal  of  State  stock  and  Comptrol- 
ler'sboiid, 30,000  00 

Appropriation  from  the  income  of  the 
U.  S.  Dep.  Fund  for  1850,  (for  the 
balance  to  make  Up  the  $25,000, 
bonds  have  been  transferred  from  the 
U.  S.  Dep.  to  this  fond,) 19,678  00 


Revenue. 

Interest  on  bonds  for  lands, $32,631  19 

do             do         loans, , . .  • .  24,112  89 

do           loan   of  1792, 2,958  00 

do           loan  of  1808, 6,617  90 

do           loan  of  1840,  .......*..  496  10 

do    on  State  stock  and  Comptroller's 

bonds, 51^28  03 

Dividends    on  bank  Btock,  (Manhattan 

Company,) 4,341  60 

Rentoflands, 110  07 

$123,090  78 
Appropriation  from  the  income  of  the 

U.  S.  Dep.  Fund,  for  1850, 165,000  00 

[Assembly,  No.  9.J  5 


406,913  34 


457^400  73 


288,090  78 
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On  account  of  the  Literature  Fund. 

Revenue. 

Interest  on  State  stock, $12^04  16 

Dividends  on  bank  stock,  (Mefclmnts' 
Bank,N.Y.,) 1,935  00 

14)439  16 
Appropriation  from  the  income  of  the 
U.  S.  Dep.  Fund,  for  1850, 26,000  00 


On  account  of  the  United  States 
Deposite  Fund 

Capital. 

Principal  of  loans  on  mortgage  in  the 

several  counties, $31,285  23 

Principal  of  Comptroller's  bond, 100,000  00 

Revenue. 

Interest  on  loans  in  the  several  counties,    $213,667  33 

Interest  on  State  stock  and  Comptrol- 
ler's bonds, 33,275  36 

First  payments  on  sales  of  lands, •         5,995  14 

Appropriation  from  the  General  Fund 
for  Washington's  Head  Quarters,. . .         2,391  02 


On  account  of  the  Bank  Fund. 

Contributions  by  the  banks, $125,016  01 

Interest  on  State  stock  and  Comptrol- 
ler's bonds, 4,441  18 

Assets  of  the  City  Bank  of  Buffalo, . . .  1,895  96 

Assets  of  the  Watervliet  Bank, 967  25 

Principal  of  State  stock  and  Comptrol- 
ler's bonds, 49,436  16 


39,439  16 


131,285  23 


255,328  85 


181,756  56 
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On  account  of  the  Auburn  and  Rochester 
Bailroad  Company  Sinking  Fund. 

Annual  payment  due  1st  January,  1850,       |4,000  00 
Interest  on  State  stock  and  Comptrol- 
ler's bonds, 2,157  83 

On  account  of  the  Tonawanda  Eailroad 
Company  Sinking  Fund. 

Annual  payment  due  1st  January,  1850,  $1,500  00 
Interest  on  State  stock  and  Comptrol- 

ler'sboods, 771  94 

Principal  of  Comptroller's  bonds, 7,332  15 

On  account  of  the  Hudscm  end  Berkshire 
Railroad  Company  Sinking  Fund. 

Interest  on  State  stock  and  Comptrol- 
ler's bonds,  $603  16 

Principal  of  Comptroller's  bonds,. .^^         6,134  77 


On  account  of  the  Long  Island  Railroad 
Company  Sinking  Fund. 

hterest  on  Comptroller's  bonds,  •••...  $289  87 

Annual  payments  due  1st  January,  1849 
and  1850, 2,000  00 


6,157  83 


9,604  09 


6,737  93 


2,289  87 


On  account  of  the  Tioga  Coal,  Iron  Mining 
and  Manufacturing  Co.  Sinking  Fund. 

Interest  on  State  stock  and  Comptroller's  bonds,.,..  52  27 

$2,535,354  30 
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Ofivarrants  drawn  on  the  Treasury  during  the  year  ending  on  the  ZOth 
SeptemlMpr^  }8&Q. 

On  account  of  tljp  Cre^qral  Jufld. 

Salaries^  viz: 

^Governor, |4,000  00 

Judges  of  the  Court  (Of  Appe^Is^ »,. #  •  p  •       10,000  00 
Justices  of  the  Supreme  Coqrt,  .^  .p ,;.        7.9^860  7? 

Late  Assistant  Vice-Chancellor, 34  24 

Commissioners  of  the  Code,  «.,.»^*4.#  2^&0  OQ 

Commissioners  cfQ  Prfietice  apd  PJead- 

ings, p.,,,.*p^  8,860  gS 

Aitomcy  General, 2,000  00 

State  Reporter, 2,000  00 

Clerk  of  the  Courtof  Appeals,  .^.....         *>0Q0  00 
Deputy  Clerk  of  the  Court  of  Appeals*         1,200  00 

Comptroller, ; . . . .  2,500  «0 

.  Secretary  of  State,  and  Superintendent 

of  Common  Schools, , ,.         ^JBOO  00 

Treasurer...... 1,500  00 

Deputy  Comptroller, 1,500  00 

Deputy  Secretary,  and  Clerk  of  the 

Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office;,^ .  1,500  00 

Deputy  TreasiHcr, 1,300  01 

Adjutant  General, ^. 1/100  00 

Commissary  General, 700  00 

Private  Secretary  to  the  Governor,. . .  800  00 

Governor's  Messenger, 1,095  00 

Judge  Advocate  General, • .  •  •  •  150  00 

$120,950  25 

Clerk  hire  in  the  Comptroller's  office,  . . .  ^ $7,797  09 

Secretary's  office, 3,307  79 

Treasurer's  office, 1,229  89 

Attorney  General's  office, 1,199  98 

State  Engineer  and  Surveyor's  office,  1,824  90 

Adjutant  General's  office, 800  00 

Clerk's  office  of  the  Clerk  of  the 
Court  of  Appeals, 3,685  87 
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Legislature,  pay  of  members  and  officers, .  •  • « 75,167  09 

Advances  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Senate,  for  contingent 

expenses  of  the  Senate, ,  3,500  00 

Adyances  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Assembly  for  contingent 

expenses  of  the  Assembly, • .         8,450. 00 

Expenses  of  the  Legislature  and'th^  public  offices,  for 

fuel,  stationery,  furniture  &c., 8,890  90 

Contingent  expenses  of  the  Court  of  Appeals,.  •  •  •  •  •  •  315  36 

Contingent  expenses  of  the  Supreme  Court, 1,816  00 

Adyances  to  the  Qov^mor,  for  incidental  expenses  of 

government,   •-•* 850  00 

Printing  for  the  State,  including  binding  of  the  Sessiofi 

Laws,  Documents,  &c., 92^28'  63 

Commissary's  department,. . ....*.•..•.•. ••..••  ..••...        liylS?  68 

Keepers  of  Arsenals, 232  71 

Expenses  of  the  Onondaga  Salt  Springs, .  •  •  • 29,027  00 

Expenses  of  the  Capitol,  for  repairs,  gas,  cleaning, 

superintendent's  compensatioQ,.  &c., •  •  •         5y441  31 

Expenses  of  the  State  Hall,  for  repairs,  cleaning,  sur 

perintendent's  compensation,  &c.,  .,••••••..••••  4)715  36 

E^enses  of  the  Old  State  Hall,  for  ri^pairs^  superin- 

tendent's  compensation,  &c., ,  • 440  59 

Expenses  of  the  State  Cabinet  of  Natural  History,  in- 
cluding the  compensation  of  the  Curator,.  •  •  • 2,019  Si 

Geological  Survey,*..^ 16,918  82 

Attorney  General's  library, 1,499  49 

Expenses  of  the  State  Library^  viz: 

For  the  purchase  of  books. |2,800  00 

Contingent  expenses, 2,287  60 

Librarian's  salary, ••.......•.  800  02 

Assistant's      do • . .  750  00 

Messengers?   do      300  00 

6,987  62 

Postage  of  Official  Letters^  4rc.,  mz, 

Governor, • |379  17 

Comptroller,. 967,92 

Secretary  of  State,  and  Superintendent 

of  Common  Schools^ • «  1^15  59 

Treasurer, 231  74 

Attorney  General, 127  48 

St^te  Engineer  and  Surveyor,  ••••»••.  171  86 

Adjutant  General,, .  • • 176  51 

Clerk  of  the  Court  of  Appeals^ 36  16 

^ '-^         3,504  4A 
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State  Lunatic  Jlsylum^  viz: 

Salaries, $4,369  55 

Support  of  insane  convicts, 2,310  37 

Furniture, 1,250  00 

Purchase  of  A.  Brigham's  library,  • . . .  1,500  00 

9,429  92 

appropriations  from  the  Auction  duties^  fsiz: 

New- York  Hospital, $22,500  00 

Foreign  Poor,  New- York, 15,000  00 

Orphan  Asylum,  New-York, 500  00 

Prince  Street  Orphan  Asylum,   New- 
York^  500  00 

38^00  00 

State  Prisons  J  viz: 

Salaries  of  Inspectors,  .....•.••••..  i  $4,800  0& 

Transportation  of  convicts, 10,796  0& 

Travelling  expenses  of  the  agents,  •  •  •  •  178  04 

Apprehension  of  escaped  convicts,  ....  92  37 

Clinton  prison, 24,723  01 

Mount  Pleasant  prison, 41,437  50 

Booksy  r 350  00 

82,376  97 

JSTeW'York  Institution  for  the  Blindy  vizi 
For  support  and  instruction  of  pupils, • 11,918  85 

J^ew-York  Institution  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumh^  viz: 

For  support  and  instruction  of  pupils,,...      $20,784  10 

For  general  purposes, 5^000  00 

25,784  10 

Colored  Orphan  Asylum,  New-York, 500  00 

Buffalo  Hospital  of  the  Sisters  of  Charity, "  4,000  00 

Foreign  Poor^  viz: 

Washington  county, ...-..•     $2,000  00 

Rensselaer  county, ; ;  w .  •         1,000  00 

Oswego  county, 1 ,000  00 

Albany  county,.. ..•..-.'    •     1,000  00 

6,000  00 

Dispensaries  in  the  city  of  J^TeuhYorky  viz: 

New- York  Dispensary, '    $1,500  00 

Eastern  Dispensary,     •% 1  • 1 ,500  00 

Northern  Dispensary, 1 ,500  00 

4,500  00 
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Society,  for  the  reformation  of  juvenile  delinquents  in 

the  city  of  New-York, 8,000  00 

Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary,  New-York, 1,000  00 

House  of  Refuge,  Western  New-York, 18,000  00 

New-York  Arsenal, 920  08 

Intrusion  on  Indian  lands, 167  38 

Discoverers  of  forfeited  estates, • ,  179  18 

Agricultural  societies  of  the  several  counties,  and  State 

society, . .  • 6,107  00 

Incidental  expenses  attending  Indian  afifairs,  and  pay 

of  attorneys  and  agents, 1,209  77 

Rent  and  taxes  of  the  house  occupied  by  the  Grovemor,  1,577  00 

Apprehension  of  fugitives  from  justice, 1,112  99 

Wolf  bounties, 75  00 

County  clerks, 16  16 

Costs  of  suit, 2,073  58 

Apprehension  of  criminals, 200  00 

Expenses  of  public  lands,. . .  • •  1,352  02 

James  Minor,  his  annuity, 60  00 

Committee  of  the  Legislature,  appointed  to  examine 
the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer,  and  the  Canal  and 

Banking  Departments, 947  40 

Courts  martial, •  1,871  40 

Brigade  inspectors,  « • 60  00 

Purchase  of  Indian  lands, • 649  16 

Normal  School,  for  building, 2,300  00 

^Kscdlaneous  and  temporary  expenses,  fyc.^  viz: 

Redemption  of  State  stock  and  Comp- 
troller's bonds,  issued  for  loans  for  the 
erection  of  the  New-York  Arsenal, 
viz: 

Principal,  ....|30,000  00 

Interest, 1/136  26' 

—. 131,436  26 

Regents  of  the  University,  for  expenses 
of  visiting  the  literary  institutions  of 
the  State, • 500  00 

Improvement  of  the  Racket  river,  • .  •  •  3,500  00 

Repairs  of  the  public  highway  across  the 
foot  of  Seneca  lake,  &c., 1,375  00 

Improvement  of  the  upper  waters  of  the 
Hudson  river, .•  1,000  00 

City  of  Syracuse,  for  reclaiming  certain 
lands  belonging  to  the  State, 4,000  00 

Purchase  of  lands  for  Onondaga  Salt 
Springs, 18,372  20 
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Ira^qptortation  of  the  journals  and  dbc- 
Q0i«Qts  of  the  Legislature,  the  Code» 
the:  Natural  History  of  N^w-Yorl4 
tlp^  Documentary  History  of  New- 
York,  blank  militia  returns  and  books,        S^i^S  9S 

{hcpen^es  of  boxes  for  the  above,  and 
for  the  Agricultural  Transactions  and 
sploool  books, .**/'*  ^^^3  ^ 

Traveling  emenses  of  th^  Commiasipn- 
ers  of  the  Land  Office,  in  visiting  San- 
dy Hook,  in  rela^tipnto  a  marine  hos- 
pital,   167  00, 

JEjixpenses  of  the  healthy  officer^  in  rela- 
tion to  a  marine  hospital, « •  • 120  00 

yor,  reports  of  the  supreme  court,  for  ex- 
change with  other  States,  and  trans- 
portation of  same,. .  • • 219  QO. 

GoqtinseDt  expenses  of  the  Regents  of 
the  University^ajDid  salary  of  the  Secre- 
tary,          1,691  74 

Quiti^ent,  redemptions  and  erroneous  pay- 

n^^ntsi  refunded,. . . .  • 116  89 

Foit  services  o^  agents  to  examine  the 
books  and  accounts,  of  auctioneers,.  600  5p. 

Salairy)  &c.,  of  the  transfer  officer  in 
New- York,  for  keeping  the  transfer 
books,  &c.,  of  the  New- x  ork  and  Erie 
Railroad  State  stock, 525  00 

Salary  of  the  transfer  officer  in  New*. 
.York,  for  keeping  the  transfer  books, 
&c.,  of  the  Canajoharie  and  Catskill 
Railroad  State  stock, 200  00 

Sheriff  of  Erie  county,  for  reports  of 
convictions  before  courts*  of  special 
sessions, 30  00 

Treasurer  of  Rockland  county,  for  ex- 
penses of  conveying  money  to  the 
treasury, .««••••  8.  88.  ■ 

Salary  of  the  secretary,  and  expenses  x}f 
the  commissioners  of  certain  charita- 
ble institutions  in  New- York, ...........  68©  00 

Conveying  official  canvass  from  Rock«- 
land  to  Greene  county,  .... ............. .    .        13  80> 

.Regents  of  the  University,  for  expenses 
of  interchange  of  statistical,  literary, 
scientific,  &c.,  books  and  documents, 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


Kb.  9.|  73 

between  this  State  and  foreign  co«i'- 
tries,  and  other  States  of  the  Union^  1,100  00 

L.  S.  Backus,  for  furnishing  the  deaf 
and  dumb  pennons  oi  this  State,  with 

copies  of  the  Radii,. 200  00 

Erroneous  payment  on  sale  of  land  re- 
funded,   20  00 

Asa  Baxter,  for  damages  in  consequence 
of  his  being  dispossessed  of  certain 

lands  by  the  State, 2,750  00 

For  books  as  a  guide  to  the  militia^.  •  •  91  90 

Tiius  Felix  Oazynski,  in  full  of  all  loss' 
and  damages  on  account  of  his  being 
deprived  of  his  atuation  as  a  captain 
in  the  1st  regiment  of  the  NeW'-York 

Tolunteers, 600  00 

John  Randall,  Jr.,  for  balance  due  him 
for  moneys  advanced  in  making  sur^ 

veys  of  public  lands, ..^. ......        1,700  00. 

C-  D.  Robinson,  for  going  to  New- York 

to  procure  statistics  for  cholera  report,  30  00 

Expenses  of  the  alteration  of  the  level 
of  the  street  in  front  of  the  old  State 

Hall  and  Normal  School , 296  95 

Lockwood  L.  Doty,  for  extra  services 

in  the  office  of  the  canal  appraisers,  400  00 

Nelson  J.  Beach,  for  his  services  in  mak- 
ing the  report  of  the  Canal  Commis- 
sioners, ai*ter  his  term  of  office  had 

expired, 20000 

For  a  medal,  and  expenses  of  present- 
ing the  same  to  Col.  Bliss, 1,495  00 

Boxes  for- the  Comptroller's  tax  sale 

books, 24  60 

John  Hutchings,  for  furnishing  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Documen- 
tary History,  a  lithographic  view  of 

collect  pond,  &c., 100  00 

Henry  Storms,  late  Commissary  Gene- 
ral and  others,  for  services  and  ex- 
penses in  superintending  the  erection 

of  the  New-York  Arsenal, 61194 

Seth  Geer,  resident  physician  New- 
York,  for  his  services  from  April  11, 

1849,  to  Feb.  8,  1850, 1,031  20 

Uchard  L.  Morris,  Health  Commission- 
er, New-Yoik,  for  his  salary  from  the 
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14th  April,  1849, to  22d  March,  1850,  945  20 

Hawley  &  Moore,  for  ice  furnished  the 
executive  chamber,  Senate  and  •  As- 
sembly and  court  of  appeals,  •••.••  20  00 

Expenses  under  the  act  for  the  relief  of 
certain  purchasers  of  lands  in  the 
Oneida  Reservation  of  1840  and 
1841, 50  00 

Regents  of  the  University,  for  the  pur- 
chase of  the  American  Quarterly  Re- 
gister,   890  00 

For  160  copies  of  the  Session  Laws  fur- 
nished to  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
distribution, 200  00 

Commissioners  of  the  U.  S.  Deposite 
Fund  of  Ordnge  county,  for  amount 
due  on  the  loan  from  said  fund  upon 
the  premises  known  as  the  "  Wash- 
ington Head  Quarters,"   ...  * 2,391  02 

Trustees  of  the  village  of  Newburgh, 
for  repairs,  improvements,  &c.,  of 
«  Washington  Head  Quarters," . , . .  •  1,506  88 

For  expenses  of  the  State  Agricultural 

Society, 100  00 

Henry  Swift,  for  services  as  counsel  for 
the  people  on  the  trial  of  Oliver  Di- 
vine, for  murder, 200  00 


84,233  49 


Moneys  advanced  and  refunded  from  the  Treasury; 

County    treasurers,    for    non-resident 

taxes, $24,568  37 

Redemption  of  lands  sold  for  taxes,.  • .  26,593  95 

Erroneous  payments  of  taxes, 2,675  54 

Free  banking  department,  for  expenses,  14,342  29 
Incorporated  banking  department,  for 

expenses,  • .  • , 5,006  14 

Roads, 2,495  49 

75,681  -78 

Total  payments  on  account  of  the  General  Fund,. ...    $807,340  32 

On  account  of  the  General  Fund  Debt 
Sinking  Fund. 

Interest  on  State  stock, $49,851  71 

Interest  on  Comptroller's  bonds, 102,542  02 

Indian  annuities, • 7,161  67 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


No.  9.1  76 

htmst  on  State  stock  issued  to  Railroad 
Companies  J  viz: 

Xew-York  and  Erie, ....  $167^00  00 
Ithaca  and  Oswego, . . . .  14,486  50 
Cmjoharie  and  Catskill,       10,000  00 

$W1,986  50 

361^41  90 

On  account  of  the  School  Fund. 


^ 


Capital, 


Investments,  viz ; 

I^speraclof  1840, $28,126  00 

Lean  to  Chetoung  county, 1,500  00 

Loan  to  Fulmn  county, 3,000  00 

^m  to  All^ny  county, 2,000  00 

\m  to  Orleans  county, 1,000  00 

Loan  to  Genesee  county, 5,500  00 

W  to  Onofidaga  county, 16,000  00 

Loan  to  Eri^county, 13,000  00 

l^n  to  Mo*oe  county, 20,000  00 

Loan  to  Jefferson  county, 7,1 12  59 

Loan  to  Niagara  county, 2,500  00 

Loan  to  thef  own  of  Watertown, 2,000  00 

Loan  to  ihe#)wn  of  Greig, 750  00 

Loan  to  the  Jown  of  Alfred, 10,000  00 

j-oan  to  the  town  of  Brownville, ]  ,200  00 

-oan  to  the  board  of  education,  village 

of  Medina, 3,000  00 

Comptroller^  bonds, 243,536  16 

360,224  75 


ff 

Revenue. 


on  school  dividends, 325,493  46 

On  account  of  the  Literature  Fund. 


Revenue, 


■^ridends  to  academies, .-;      $39,661  64 

r  ^°         f       do        for  books, ....  2,707  95 

'Or  the  establishment  of  observatories, 

*c.)  by  the  Regents  of  the  Univer- 

^"y> 1,500  00 


$43,869  69 
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On  account  of  the  United  States 
Deposite  Fund. 

Capital. 

Investments,....  •»..•.•« 147,741  27 

Revenue. 

Annual  appropriation  for  common  sobool 

dividends,... $165^000  00^ 

Part  of  the  annual  amount  set  apart  by 

the  Constitution  to  be  added  to  the 

capital  of  the  School  Fund, 19^78  00  V 

Annual  appropriation-  for  distribution. 

among  the  academies, S5,000  00  ^ 

Normal  school,. 10,000  00^ 

District  School  Jbunial, .....••  2,400  00  V 

University  of  New-York,  ($1,500  for  / 

1849,  $2,500  for  1850,) 4^000  00  \ 

Geneva  Collegej  (for  1849,) 3,000  00  v 

St.  John's  College,  (for  1850,).... ,  2,500  00%/ 

Hamilton  College,  (for  1849,) 3,000  00  ^ 

Madison  University,  (for  1849,) 3,000  00  J 

Medical  Institution,  University  of  Buffii-  . 

lo,  (for  1849,) 1,000  00  ^ 

Dutchess  County  Academy,  (for  1849,).  4^000  00  %/ 
College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons, 

New-York,  (for  1849,) 1,000  00  ^ 

Medical  department,  University  New- 

York,  (for  1849,) 1,000  00  ^ 

Albany  Medical  College,  (for.  1849,)..  1,000  00  ^ 
Medical  Institution,  Ueneva  College, 

(for  J849,) 1,000  00  •^ 

Teachers'  Institutes  in  the  several  coun-  / 

ties, 840  00  ^ 

Indian  schools,  viz :  * 

Onondaga  reservation,. .,.•«•  $250  00 

St.  Regis  reservation, 300  00 

Oneida  reservation, 200  00 

Cattaraugus  and  Allegany  re- 
servation,       660  00 

1,400  00  ^ 

Deputy    superintendent    of    common  y 

schools, 303  60^ 
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Soman  Catholic  Orpli.  Asy- 
lum, Brooklyn, $398  38 

at  Vimccnt's  Komvi  Qatb- 
ofic  Orphan  Asylum,  Al- 
bany,  .....,•,,.        i68  88 

^  John's  Orphan  AsyluiQ^ 
Utica, 78  42 

SdiBui  Catholic  Oiph.  Asy-  ' 

hm,  fiocfaester, 123  66 

ODoadaga  Oi^an  Asylum,        268  39 

Sew-Yofk  Orphan  Asylum,        274  43 

Sew-York  Protestant  Half 
Orphan  Asylum, 648  81 

Scw-York  Roman  Catholic 
Half  Orphan  Asylum, . .         373  95 

Xew-Tork  Roman  Catholic 
Orphan  Asylum, 904  68 

Bu&lo  Orphan  Asylum,..         126  67 

St.  Vincent's  Orphan  Asy- 
lnm,Bu£falo, Ill  68 

Albany  Orphan  Asylum,..         346  79 

Rochester  Orphan  Asylum,        217  13 

Colored  Orphan  Asylum, 
New-York,   449  36 

Brooklyn  Orphan  Asylum,     1,415  35 

Troy  Orphan  Asylum, ....        223  16  .  y 

6,029  59^ 

266,150  09 

On  account  of  the  Bank  Fund. 

Interest  on  stock  issued  on  account  of 

the  fund,  per  chap.   114,  Laws  of 

1845, 144,046  62 

Redemption  of  stock  due  1st  February, 

1850, 100,000  00 

Redemption  of  stock  due  1st  February, 

1856, 35,444  00 

Redemption  of  bills, 374  00 

179,864  62 

On  account  of  the  Auburn  and  Rochester 
Bail  Road  Company  Sinking  Fund. 

hiTestments, 13,000  00 
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On  account  of  the  Tonawanda  Bail  Road 
Company  Sinking  Fund. 

Investments, •  • 6 ,800  00 

On  account  of  the  Hudson  and  Berkshire 

Bail  Boad  Company  Sinking  Fund. 
Interest  on  State  stock  issued  to  said  company, 8,250  -00 

$2^98,275  90 
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(  C.  ) 
ESTIMATED  APPROPRIATIONS 

RtqiUred  for  the  expenses  of  Government j  and  for  other  purposes^  in 
pursuance  of  Art.  7,  Sec,  8,  of  the  Constitution^  and  the  existing 
lawsjfor  the  fiscal  year^  commencing  on  the  1st  day  of  Octoietj 
1851.  4 

(In  all  CAMS  whdr«  tha  Ravised  Statatef  are  referred  to  See  3d>  Edition.) 

Payable  from  the  General  Fund  Revenue. 

Governor,  for  salary,  R.  S.,  vol.  1,  sec.  6,  page  200,  |4,000  00 

Judges  of  the  Court  of  Appeals,  for  salaries,  chap. 

277,  Laws  of  1847,  sec.  3,  page  312, 10,000  00 

Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court,  for  salaries,  chap. 

277,  Laws  of  1847,  sec.  3,  page  312, 80,000  00 

ittomey  General,  for  salary,  chap.  499,  Laws  of 

1847, 2,000  00 

Clerk  of  the  Court  of  Appeals,  for  salary,  chap.  277, 

Laws  of  1847,  sec.  3,  page  312, 2,000  00 

Secretary  of  State  and  Superintendent  of  Common 

Schools,  for  salary,  R.  S.  vol.  1,  sec.  6,  page  200,  2,500  00  \ 

Comptroller,  for  salary,  R.  S.,  vol.  1,  sec.  6,  page 

200, 2,500  00 

Treasurer,  for  salary,  R.S.,  vol.  I,sec.6,page200,  1,500  00 

Deputy  Comptroller,  for  salary,  R.  S.,  vol.  1,  sec. 

6,  page  200, 1,500  00 

Deputy  Secretary  and  clerk  of  the  Commissioners 

of  the  Land  Office,  for  salary,  R.  S.,  vol.  1,  sec. 

6,paffe200, 1,500  00 

Deputy^Treasurer,  for  salary,  chap.  274,  Laws  of 

1841,  sec.  7, page  261, 1,300  00 

Ujutant  General,  for  salary,  R.  S.,vol.  1,  sec.  6, 

page  200, 1,000  00 

Commissary  General,  lor  salary,  R,  S.,  vol.  1,  sec. 

6,  page  200, 700  00 

State  Reporter,  for  wJary,  chap.  277,  Laws  of  1847, 

page  312, 2,000  00 

'rivate  Secretary  to  the  Governor,  for  salary,  R.  S, 

vol.  1,  sec.  6,  page  200, 600  00 

Judge  Advocate  General,  for  salary,  R.  S.,  vol.  1, 

sec.  6,  page  200, 160  00 
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Goreraor's  Messenger, for  compensation, R.  S.,  rol. 

1,  sec.  22,  page  203, 1,096  00 

Inspectors  of  the  State  Prisons,  for  salaries,  chap. 

499,  Laws  of  1847,  sec.  2,  page  741, 4,300  00 

Clerk  hire  in  the  Comptroller's  Office,  chap.  313, 

of  1848, r ;..•. 6,800  00 

Clerk  hire  in  the  Secretary's  Office,  chap.  313,  of 

1848j 4,200  00 

Clerk  hire  in  the  Treasurer's  Office,  chap.  333,  laws 

of  1839,s6c.  2, page  307.aBd<^. 297,ef  1850, 

page640,-.7.rr.,.,:.,..TT:...-. MOO  00 

Clerk  hire  in  the  Attorney  General's  Office,  chap. 

499,  Laws  of  1847,  sec  1,  page  741, 800  00 

CleAmre  in  the  State  Engineer  ftSurveyor's  Office, 

chap.  381,  Laws  of  1848,  sec.  1,  page  671, ....  1,500  00 

Clerk  hire  in  the  Adjutant  General's  Office,  chap. 

320^  Lavs  of  1837,  «ec.  3,  page  340, ^  SOO  00 

Clerk  hire  in  the  office  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Court  of 

Appeals,  thap.  £77,  Laws  ^  1^7,  sec.  13)iM«e 

314,. .7.-.. ..../. .TT!.  6,000  00 

Legislature,  for  pay  of  members  and  officers,  con- 
stitution Art.  3,  sec.  6,R.  S.,vol.  l«sec.  2,  page 

167  and  168... !...........• ..7..  76,000  00 

Contingent  expenses  of  the  Lcigislature  and  the 

Public  officers,  R.  S.,  yoI.  l,page  168,  and  chap. 

310,  Laws  of  1842,  sec.  2  and  8,  page  401, ....  S0,000  00 

Continj^ent  expenses  of  the  Court  of  Appealsi  and 

the  Supreme  Court,  diap.  429  of  1847,  sec.  1, 

page555, 3,000  00 

Frmtui^  for  the  State,  mcluding  binding  of  the 

Session  Laws,  Journals  and  Documents  of  the 

Legislature,  chap.  24,  Laws  of  1846, 80,000  00 

Incidental  expenses  of  goverament,  R.  S.,  vol.  1^ 

sec.  19,  page  203, 750  00 

Apprehension  of  crimmals,R.  S.  vol.  1,  sec.  20  page 

203, ..!.  2,000  00 

Apprehension  of  fugitives  from  justice,  R.  S.,  vol. 

2,  sec.  49,  page  833, 3,000  00 

Commissary' s  Department,  for  expenses,  R.  S.,  vol. 

1,  sec.  30,  page  205, 15,000  00 

Keepers  of  Arsenals,  for  compensation,  R.  S.,  vol. 

l,8ec.  30,  y^agc  205, 250  00 

Expenses  of  the  Onondaga  Salt  Springs,  chap.  229, 

Laws  of  1843,  sec.  4.  page  311, 30.000  00 

Expenses  of  the  Capitol,  for  repairs,  cleaning,  gas, 

labor  &c.,  chap.  337,  Laws  of  1846,  sec.  3,  page 

480,  ............; 1^.7.  5,500  00 

Expenses  of  the  State  Hall,  for  repairs,  furniture, 

cleaning,   labor,  superintendent's    compensation 

&c.,  chap.  213,  Laws  of  1841,  and  260,  of  1848,  4,500  00 
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Expenses  of  the  Old  State  Hall,  for  repairs,  keepers 

compensation  &c.,  chap.  5^,  Laws  1840,  sec 

4,  page  241,  and  chap.  260,  of  1848,  sec.   1, 

page  431, 800  00 

Expenses  of  the  State  Cabinet  of  Natural  History, 

chap.  179,  Laws  of  1845,  sec.  1,  page  182 250  00 

Curator  of  the  State  Cabinet  of  Natural  History, 

for  salary,  chap.  400,  Laws  of  1849,  sec.  1,  page 

658, 600  00 

Agricultural  Societies  in  the  several  counties  and 

State  Society  for  promotion  of  Agricuhure,chap. 

299,  Laws  of  1848,  sec.  1,  page  431, S,000  00 

For   furniture,  bodes,  bindiag,   olanks,  printing, 

postage,  cleaning  and  other  necessary  incidental 

expenses  for  the  offices  of  the  Secretary  of  State 

and   Superintendent  of  Common   Schools,  the 

Comptroller,  the  Treasurer,  the  State  Engineer 

and  Surveyor,  the  Attorney  General,  the  Adju- 
tant General,  and  the  Clerk  of  the  Court  of  Ap- 
peals, chap.  313,  Laws  of  1848,  sec.  3,  page  443,  8,000  00 
Postage  of  the  exeeutive  department,  R.  &  vol.  1, 

sec.  14,  page  202, 4Qp  08 

State  Lunatic  Asylum,  for  salaries  of  officers,  chap. 

135,  Laws  of  1842,  sec.  4,  page  142,. 4,800  00 

Support  of  insane  convicts,  sent  to  the  Lunatic  Asy- 
lum, chap.  324,  Laws  of  1846,  sec.  1,  page463,  3,000  00 
Pay  of  Sheriffs  for  transportation  of  convicts  to  die 

State  Prisons,  chap.  123,  Laws  of  1849,  see.  1, 

page  163, 13,000  00 

Travelling  expenses  of  the  Agents  of  the  State 

Prisons,  chap.  460,  Laws  of  1847,  sec.  68,  page 

613, 

Expenses  of  apprehension  of  escaped  convicts,  R. 

S.,  vol.  2,  sec.  96,  page  859, 

New-Tork  Hospital,  chap.  54,  Laws  of  1806,  sec. 

1,  page  142,  and  chap.  262,  of  1817,  sec.  6  pa. 

304, 

Support  of  foreign  poor  in  the  city  of  New- York, 

chap.  262,  Laws  of  1817,  sec.  5,  page  304,.  • . • 

Orphsm  Asylum,  New- York,  chap.  86,  Laws  of 

1811,  and  chap.  262  of  1817,  sec.  5,  page  304, 

Orphan  Asylum,  Prince  street,  New-York,  chap. 

69,  Laws  of  1834,  sec.  l,page  73, 

New- York  Institution  for  the  deaf  and  dumb,  for 
the  support  and  instruction  of  160  pupils,  cliap. 

14,  Laws  of  1845,  sec.  2,  page  13, 

Institution  for  the  blind  in  New- York,  for  the  sup- 
port and  instruction  of  96  pupils,  chap.  200, 

Laws  of  1839,  sec.  1,  page  171, 

Inddental  expenses,  attending  Indian  afl&irs  chap. 
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320,  Laws  of  1831 ,  sec.  23,  page  427, 

Attorney  of  Seneca  Indians,  for  salary,  chap.  170, 

Laws  of  1845,  sec.  2,  page  147, 

Agent   of  the  St,  Regis  Indians,  for  salary  &c., 
chap.  227,  Laws  of  1832,  sec.  2,  page  411,.  •   . 
Agent  of  the  Onondaga  Indians,  for  salary,  chap. 

228,  Laws  of  1843,  sec.  2,  page  310,. 

Expenses  of  removing  intruders  on  Indian  Lands, 

diap.  204,  Laws  of  1821,  sec.  1,  pase  183,.  •  •  • 
Rent  and  taxes  of  the  house  occupied  by  the  Gov- 
ernor, R.  S.,  vol.  1,  sec.  13,  page  203, 

Wolf  bounties,  R.  S.,  vol.  1,  sec.  1  and  12,  page 

888,9, 

Assessment  on  property  belonging  to  the  State,  R. 

S.  vol.  l,8ec.  93,  page  234, •• 

Survey,  appraisement  and  expenses  of  public  lands, 

R.  S.,  vol.  1,  sec.  10,  and  pa^e  224, 

Pay  of  county  clerks,  for  services,  R.  S.,  vol.  1, 

sec.  89,  page  432, 

James  Minor,  for  his  annuity,  chap.  200,  Laws  of 

1815, 

Costs  of  suit,  fees  &c.,  R.  S.,  vol.  1,  page  188  and 

189, 

Committee  of  the  Legislature,  appointed  to  examine 

the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer,  and  the  Canal 

and  Banking  Departments,  chap  218,  Laws  of 

1841,  sec.  7,  page  202, 

For  refunding  moneys  in  cases  of  failure  of  title  of 

lands  sold  by  the  State,  R.  S.,  vol.  1,  sec.  6, 

page  223, 

Compensation  and  expenses  of  the  transfer  officer 

in  the  city  of  New-York,  for  the  transfer  of  stock 

issued  to  the  New-York  &  Erie  Rail  Road  Com- 
pany, chap.    170,  Laws  of  1836,  sec.  5,  page 

229, 525  00 

Compensation  of  the  transfer  officer  in  New-York, 

for   the  transfer  of    the   stock    issued   to    the 

Canajoharie   &  Catskill  Rail  Road   Company, 

chap.  484,  Laws  of  1847,  sec.  1 ,  page  719, ... .  200  00 

L.  2S.  Backup,  for  furnishing  the  '^Kadii,"  to  the 

deaf  and  dumb  persons  of  this  State,  chap.  329, 

Laws  of  1839,  page  302, 200  00 

Transportation  of  the  Session  Laws,  Journals  and 

Documents  of  the  Legislature,  Reports  of  the  Su- 
preme Court,  &c.,  and  expenses  of  boxes,  R.  S., 

vol.  1,  page  173,  174,  175, 1,200  00 

Expenses  of  furnishing  copies  of  Laws,  by  the 

•Secretary  of  State,  to  the  county  treasurers  for 

publication,  chap.  280,  Laws  of  1845,  sec.  4, 

page  305, 160  00 
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CompensatioD  of  Surrogates,  for  transmitting  to  the 
Secretary  of  State,  certified  copies  of  letters  of 
administration  on  the  estate  of  persons  not  inhabi- 
tants of  this  State,  R.  S.,  vol.  2,  sec.  73,  page 
145, 200  00 

Expenses  of  transmitting  reports  of  the  Supreme 
Court  to  such  States  as  shall  transmit  their  re- 

C[)rts  to  the  Governor  of  this  State,  chap.  636, 
aws  of  1836, 

For  expenses  of  the  Free  Banking  Department, 

chap.  260,  Laws  of  1838, ,  .^ 

For  expenses  of  the  Incorporated  Banking  Depart- 
ment, chap.  218,  Laws  of  1843, 

For  advances  to   county  treasurers  on  account  of 

non-resident  taxes  returned  to  the  Comptroller's 

office,  R.  S.,vol.  1,  sec.  40  and  41, page  467,.. 
For  refunding  to  purchasers  the  amount  paid  into 

the  Treasury,  for  redemption  of  lands  sold  by  the 

Comptroller  for  taxes,  R.  S.,  vol.  1,  page  460, 
For  refunding  erroneous  payments  into  the  Trea- 
sury, on  account  of  taxes,  R.  S.,  vol.  1,  sec.  1, 

page 473, 

For  refunding  money  erroneously   paid  into  the 

Treasury,  K.  S.,  vol.  1,  sec.  16,  page  179,  .... 
For  compensation  of  discoverers  of  forfeited  estates, 

chap.  82,  Laws  of  1802,  page  167, 

For  reports  to  the  Governor  of  trials  for  murder, 

R.  S.,  vol.  2,  sec.  13,  page  747, 

For  refunding  moneys  paid  for  redemption  of  lands 

sold  for  taxes  to  make  roads,  drain  swamps,  &c., 

R.  S.,  vol.  1,  sec.  12,  page  474, 

For  extinguishment  of  claims  on  lands  owned  or 

sold  by  the  State,  R.  S.,  vol.  1,  sec.  94,  page 

For  redemption  of  lands  mortgaged  to  the  State, 
sold  on  prior  incumbrances,  R.  S.,  vol.  1,  page 

^v4, •*.•  ....  .... .•«. •...  •«..  •...  •«..  ••.• 

For  incidental  expenses  of  the  Regents  of  the  Uni- 
versity R.  S.,  vol.  1,  sec.  40,  page  618, 

fay  of  shcri£f8  for  transmitting  reports  of  convictions 

by  courts  of  special  sessions  to  the  Secretary  of 

State,  chap.  269,  Laws  of  1839, 

For  furnishing  copies  of  the  reports  of  the  court  of 

appeals  to  each  county  clerk' soflSce  in  this  State, 

chap.  224,  Laws  of  1848,  sec.  4,  p.  336, 

For  compensation  of  agents  to  examine  auctioneers 

accounts,  chap.  399,  Laws  of  1849,  sec.  2,  p. 

552, 


Courts  martial,  R.  S.,  vol-  1,  sec.  43,  p.  358, ,. .  • . 
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Brigade  Inspector,  (county  of  New- York,)  chap. 

270,  Laws  of  1846, 200  OO 

Diyidends  to  Orphan  Asylums,  chap.  368,  Laws  of 

1849,  p.523, 5,000  Oa 

State  Library  J  viz: 

For  salaries  of  the  Librarian,  Assistant 
Librarian  and  Messenger,  chap.  401| 
Laws  of  1849.  sec.  2,  p.  559, $1,850  00 

For  purchase  of  books,  R.  S.,  vol.  1, 

sec.  l,p.  242, 1,000  00 

Contingent  expenses,  R.  S.,  yoI.  1,  sec. 

17,p.244, 1,500  00 

4,350  00 

For  the  support  and  education  of  ten  Indian  youths 
in  the  State  Normal  School,  chap.  89,  Laws  of 
1850, 1,000  00 

For  refunding  erroneous  payments  into  the  Treasu- 
ry, on  account  of  quit  rents, » 200  00 

For  the  support  of  the  Western  House  of  Refuge,.  12,000  00 

For  interest  on  stock  issued  for  the  purchase  of  Al- 
bany Basin,  in  pursuance  of  chap.  200,  Laws  of 
1849,... 9,629  27 

For  Juvenile  Delinquents,  city  of  New-York,  sec. 

13,  chap.  234,  Laws  of  1831, 8,000  00 

The  Comptroller  submits  the  following  estimate,  received  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the  University.  Some  of 
the  appropriations  here  referred  to  have,  of  late  years,  been  increased 
by  the  Legislature  beyond  the  amount  originally  authorized  by  law. 
The  Comptroller  recommends  that  the  amount  of  appropriation  for 
the  Library,  and  other  objects  contained  in  this  estimate,  be  estab- 
lished by  a  permanent  law. 

It  is  for  the  Legislature  to  determine,  in  making  the  appropriation 
of  $40,  000  for  distribution  among  the  academies,  what  proportion 
shall  be  taken  from  the  income  of  the  Deposite  and  Literature  Funds 
respectively.  The  estimates  have  been  made  in  accordance  with  the 
act  of  1837. 

Annud  Jtppropriaticns  for  the  State  Library. 

(See  Session  Laws  of  1849,  chap.  401.) 

For  the  purchase  of  books  for  the  State  Library 

and  the  enlargement  thereof, « •  $2,800  00 

For  binding,  lettering  and  marking  books, 800  00 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  Library,.  •  • « •  •  500  00 
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For  the  salaries  of  the  Librarian,  Assistant  Libra- 
rian and  Messenger  of  the  State  Library, ^  1,850  00 

For  continuing  the  system  of  international  and 
State  exchanges 600  00 

These  appropriations  are  for  1850  and  1851,  we  wish  them  re* 
newed  and  -continued  for  1861  and  1852. 

Regents  of  the  University^ 

Salary  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Regents,  and  various 
incidental  expenses  of  the  Regents.  Session 
Laws,  1849,  chap.  401,  sec  4, $1,400  00 

The  above  was  for  1849  and  185a    We  wish  it  renewed  for  1851 
«nd  18&2. 

There  is  in  the  appropriation  bill  of  1850,  chap. 
365,  p.  786,  for  the  incidental  expenses  of  the 
Regents  of  the  University, $1,200  00 

This  appropriation  is  from  October,  1850,  to  October  1851.     For- 
merly the  appropriations  were  for  the  astronomic  year. 

Laws  of  1849,  CAop.  301,  Sec.  5. 

For  the  purchase  of  books  and  apparatus  by  aca- 
demies on  the  terms  there  stated.  These  appro- 
Eriations  end  with  the  year  1850.  They  should 
e  renewed  for  1851  and  1862.  $2,500  will  be 
sufficient  for  each  of  these  years,  is, «  $6,000  00 

Same  Law^  Chap.  301^  Sec,  6. 

The  appropriation  for  establishing  Observatories  in 
Academies,  to  supply  them  with  instruments  and 
to  pay  observers,  has  expired.  It  was  for  1849 
and  1850.  The  sum  of  $1,400,  for  each  of  the 
years  1851  and  1852,  is  necessary  to  continue  the 
system,  is, $2,800  00 

jFbr  the'Cabinet'of  Milural  IRsfory, 
Salary  of  the  Curator,  to  be,  per  annum, 800  00 

Appropriation  for  its  Preservation  and  Increase. 

By  the  law  of  1849,  chap.  400,  p.  556,  there  is 
only  $250  granted  for  1850.  To  this  should  be 
added,  as  was  done  for  1849,  in  appropriation 
billfor  1850,chap.365,p.  784, $260  00 
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Payable  from  the  General  Fund  Debt  Sink- 
ing Fund. 

For  interest  on  stock  issued  for  the  Astor  debt,  chap. 
302,  Laws  of  1827,  page  333,  and  chap.  86,  Laws 

>    of  1832,  page  150, 28,075  00 

For  interest  on  stock  issued  to  redeem  stock  due  1st 
January,  1848,  for  loans  from  the  Bank  Fund,  chap. 
438,  Laws  of  1847,  page  568, 17^06  00 

For  interest  on  stock  issued  to  the  Ithaca  and  OWego 
Rail  Road  Company,  chap.  295,  Laws  of  1838,  and 
chap.  344,  La\«s  of  1840, 14,486  50 

For  interest  on   stock  issued  to  the  Canajoharie  and 

Catskill  Railroad  Company,  chap.  240,  of  1845,  • .         10,000  00 

For  interest  on  stock  issued  to  the  New-York  and 
Erie  Railroad  Company,  chap.  226,  Laws  of  1838, 
and  chap.  196,  Laws  of  1840, 167,500  00 

For  interest   on  stock  issued   for  the   benefit  of  the 

Stockbridge  Indians,  chap.  208,  Laws  of  1848, .  • . .  360  00 

For  interest  on  Comptroller's  bonds  issued  for  tempo- 
rary loans'^to  the  Treasury,  R.  S.,  vol.  1,  sec.  11, 
Eage  178,  chap.  114,  Laws  of  1842,  and  chap  366, 
.awsof  1848, 87,000  00 

For  interest  on  Comptroller's  bonds  issued  to  dis- 
charge the  claim  of  the  Canal  Fund  upon  the  Gen- 
eral Fund,  chap.  225,  Laws  of  1849, 23,100  00 

For  the  payment  o£.annuities  to  the  following  Indian 
tribes,  R.  S.,  1813,  vol.  2,  page  156,  viz  : 

Onondagas, $2,430  00 

Cayugas, 2,300  00 

Senecas, 500  00 

St.  Regis, 2,131  69 

7,361  69 

For  redemption  of  Comptroller's  bonds,  due  1st  Janua- 
ry, 1852,  chap.  114,  Laws  of  1842, 467,000  00 

Payable  from  the  Common  School  Fund, 

For  dividends  to  common  scnools,  R.  S.,  vol.  1,  sec. 

2,  page  220, , 120,000  00 

For  refunding  moneys  paid  for  redemption  of  lands 

sold  for  arrears  of  consideration,  chap.  457,  Laws  of 

1836, 2,000  00 

For  refimding  surplus  moneys  arisin?  from  the  sale  of 

lands  for  arrears  of  consideration,  K.  S.,  vol.  1,  sec. 

10  and  11,  page  195, 1,000  00 

For  expenses  of  lands,  R.  S.,  vol  ^^  page  235,  ••••*«  300  00 
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Payable  from  the  United  States  Deposite 
Fund. 

For  dividends  to  common  schools,  chap.  237,  Laws  of 
1838,  sec.  2,  page  220,  and  sec.  4,  page  221, 165,000  00 

For  dividends  to  academies,  chap.  237,  Laws  of  1838, 
sec.  8,  nage  222, 28,000  00 

To  the  School  Fund  for  amount  annually  set  apart  by 
the  Constitution,  to  be  added  to  the  capital  of  that 
fund,' chap.  258,  Laws  of  1847,  sec.  7, page  285,. .       25,000  00 

For  refunding  moneys  erroneously  paid  into  the  Trea- 
sury, R.  S.,  vol.  1,  sec.  16,  page  179, 500  00 

For  assessments  and  other  expenses  of  lands,  R.  S., 
vol.  1,  sec.  95,  page  235, 500  00 

Payable  from  the  Literature  Fund. 

For  dividends  to  academies,  chap.  237,  Laws  of  1838, 
sec.  8,  page  222, 12,000  00 

Payable  from  the  Bank  Fund. 

For  payment  of  interest  on  stock  issued  on  account  of 
the  Bank  Fund,  chap.  114,  Laws  of  1845, 43,000  00 

For  redemption  of  stock  due  1st  February,  1852,  chap. 
114,  Laws  of  1845,  page  91, 24,414  00 

For  redemption  of  bills,  chap.  114,  Laws  of  1845,. . ,  300  00 
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(  E.  1.  ) 

RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES 

On  account  of  the  canals,  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  30th 
September,  1850. 

ReceipU. 

Tollsfrom  canals, 13,264,061  71 

Tolls  {rom  railroads, 136,424  92 

$3,390,476  63 

Rents  of  surplus  water, • 2,604  74 

Interest  on  current  canal  revenue, 91,027  77 

Errors  in  collectors'  accounts, ^  363  09 

Miscellaneous  receipts, 1,700  07 

"Revenues," $3,486,172  30 

Payments. 

To  superintendents  of  repairs,     $660,845  62 

To  Canal  Commissioners, 9,108  98 

To  collectors  of  tolls, 48,904  57 

To  weigh  masters, 6,081  93 

For  tolls  refunded, c,  3,137  32 

For  printing, 1,308  94 

For  salaries  of  the  Auditor  and  clerks  in 

the  Canal  Department, 7,187  72 

For  miscellaneous  payments, 8,186  92 

644,762  00 

$2,841,410  30 
To  Canal  Commissioners,  for  new  locks, 
&c.,  for  lateral  canals,  viz: 

Oswego  canal, $82,507  60 

Cayuga  and  Seneca  canal, 58,443  77 

Chemung  canal, 40,991  19 

Crooked  Lake  canal, 9,261  25 

191,203  81 

"  Surplus  revenues,''  carried  forward,  , , $2,650,206  49 
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Brought  forward, , |2,660^06  49 

Amount  set  apart  by  article  7,  of  the 
Constitution,  to  pay  the  interest  and 
redeem  the  principal  of  the  State  debt 
and  for  the  support  of  government, 
viz: 

For  that  part  of  the  debt  called  the  Ca- 
nal debt,  (^1,) $1,300,000  00 

For  that  part  of  the  debt  called  the  Ge- 
neral Fund  debt,  (^2,) 350,000  00 

For  the  General  Fund  debt,  to  defray 
the  necessary  expenses  of  gorvern- 

ment;(^3,) 200,000  00 

1,850  000  00 

The  "remainder  of  the  revenues"  for  the  fiscal  year 
applicable  to  the  completion  of  the  Erie  canal  en- 
largement, Genesee  Valley,  and  Black  River  canals,  $800,206  49 
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GENERAL  FUND  STATE  DEBT. 

State  Stocks. 

Amount  issued  in  1832,  for  the  Astor  debt,  per  chap.  302,  Laws  of 
1827,  and  chap.  86,  Laws  of  1832,  redeemable  at  pleasure,  6  per 

cent, $561  600 

Amount  issued  in  1848,  per  chap.  438, 
Laws  of  1847,  (to  meet  the  payment 
of  an  equal  amount  of  stock  issued 
per  chap.  18,  Laws  of  1840,  for  loans 
from  the  specific  funds,  due  1st  Jan^ 
nary,  1848,)  redeemable  1st  January, 

1855, 6  per  cent, 348,107  OO 

Amount  issued  to  the  Ithaca  and  Owe« 
go  Railroad  Company  in  1838,  and 
1840,  per  chap.  295,  Laws  of  1838, 
and  chap.  344,  Laws  of  1840,  viz: 
*4^  per  cent,  redeemable  1st  Jan- 
uary, 1864, $287,700  00 

6  per  cent,  redeem- 
able 1st  January, 
1865, 28,000  00 


Amount  issued  to  the  Canajoharie  and 
Catskill  Railroad  Company,  in  1838, 
1839  and  1840,  per  chap.  240,  Laws, 
of  1835,  5  per  cent,  redeemable  as 
follows: 

1858,  July  1st,....  $100,000  00 

1859,  «       ....       50,000  00 

1860,  «       ....      60,000  00 

Amount  issued  to  the  New- York  and 
Erie  Railroad  Company,  from  1838 
to  1842,  per  chap.  226,  Laws  of  1838, 
and  chap.  196,  Lawt  of  1840,  re- 
deemable as  follows: 
4^  per  cent  1869,  $300/M)0  00 
5|        <<       I860,       400,000  00 


315,700  00 


200,000  00 
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5i  «  1861,  1^200,000  00 
6  «  1861,  200,000  00 
6    "   1862,   900,000  00 

3,000,000  00 

Amount  issued  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Stockbridge  Indians,  pr  chap.  208, 
Laws  of  1848,  redeemable  at  plea- 
sure, 6  per  cent, 6,000  00 

$4,431,307  00 

Comptrollef^s  Bands : 

6  per  cent  issued  per  Revised  Statutes 
in  1844,  for  loans  from  the  Railroad 
Sinking  Funds,  payable  on  demand,      $15,514  00 

5}  per  cent  issued  in  1842,  per  chap. 
114,  Laws  of  1842,  and  renewed  u 
1848,  for  a  loan  to  the  Treasury,  pay* 
able  on  demand, 11,000  00 

6  per  cent  issued  per  Revised  Statutes, 
in  1846,  and  1848,  for  loans  from  the 
School  Fund,  payable  on  demand,  •  •      451,646  49 

6  per  cent  issuea  per  Revised  Statutes, 
m  1848,  for  loans  from  the  U.  S,  Dep. 
Fund,  payable  on  demand,  •..»..,•     428,739  44 

6  per  cent  issued  per  Revised  Statutes 
in  1846,  for  loans  to  the  Treasury, 
payable  1st  October,  1853, ........        10,000  00 

6  per  cent  issued  per  Revised  Statutes 
in  1845,  and  1846,  for  loans  from  the 
Rail  Road  Sinking  Funds,  payable  on 
demand, , 22,671  68 

6  per  cent  issued  per  Revised  Statutes, 
in  1845,  for  a  loan  from  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  U.  S.  Dep.  Fund  of 
Columbia  County,  payable  on  demand,         8,395  84 

€  per  cent  issued  per  Revised  Statutes 
in  1846,  for  a  loan  of  moneys  held  by 
the  Comptroller  in  trust  for  the  Dela- 
ware Academy,  payable  on  demand,  4,825  00 

6  per  cent  issued  in  1845,  per  chap.  114, 
Laws  of**  1842,  for  loans  from  indi^ 
viduals  &c.,  payable  1st  July,  1862,     467,000  00 

6  per  cent  issued  in  1848,  per  chap.  366, 
Laws  of  1848,  for  a  loan  from  the  U. 
S.  Dep.  Fund,  payable  at  pleasure, . .         6,000  00 

6  per  cent  issued  in  1849,  per  chap.  225, 
Laws  of  1849,  to  discharge  the  claim 
of  the  Canal  Fund,  upon  the  General 
Fund,  redeemable  1st  July,  1866,. . ,      385,000  00 

1^,691  46 
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Indian  Annuities : 
Amount  required,  if  invested  at  6  per 
cent  to  produce  the  sum  of  |7 ,361.69, 
being  the  amount  of  annuities  paya- 
able  to  Sundry  Indian  tribes, 122,694  87 

$6,359,693  32 

Canal  Debt. 

Erie  canal  enlargement, .$8,127,386  94 

Chemung  canal, 193^462  34 

Chenango  canal,  ••••••• 61,362  00 

Black  River  canal, 1,208,011  85 

Genesee  Valley  canal, •  3,084,623  38 

Onrida  Lake  canal, 60,000  00 

Oneida  River  improvement,  ...•..•••        59,843  56 
To  provide  for  deficiencies  under  Art.  7. 
of  the  Constitution,.., 3,153,844  JO 

Amount  of  the  canal  debt,  chargeable 

upon  the  Sinking  Fund  created  by 

sec.  1,  Art.  7,  of  the  Const.,. ....  $15,928,523  67 
To  provide  for  extraordinary  repairs, 

chap.  370,  ^  2,  Laws  of  1849, 60,000  00 

To  41bany  basin,  chap.  200,  h  3,  Laws 

of  1849, 192,585  49 

Total  amoimt  of  the  canal  debt,  30th 
September,  1850, $16,171,1 09  16 . 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


(  K  3.  ) 
CONTINGENT  DEBT  OF  THE  STATE. 

Amount  of  State  stock  issued  and  loaned  to  railroad 
companies,  &c.,  as  follows,  viz : 

Auburn  and  Syracuse  Railroad  Company : 
6  per  cent,  issued  in  1838,  per  chap.  293,  Laws  of 
1838,  redeemable  in  1858, $200,000  GO 

Auburn  and  Rochester  Railroad  Company : 
6^  per  cent,  issued  in  1840,  per  chap.  195,  Laws  of 
1840,  redeemable  in  1860  and  1861, 200,000  00 

Tonawanda  Railroad  Company : 

5  J  per  cent,  issued  in  lo40,  per  chap.  200,  Laws  of 

1840,  redeemable  in  1865, 100,000  00 

Hudson  and  Berkshire  Railroad  Company : 
6^  per  cent,  issued  in  1840,  per  chap.  178,  Laws  of 
1840,  redeemable  in  1865, 150,000  00 

Long  Island  Railroad  Company : 

6  per  cent,  \ssued  in  1^1,  per  chap.  193,  Laws  of 

1840,  redeemable  in  1861, 100,000  00 

Schenectady  and  Troy  Railroad  Company  : 

6  per  cent,  issued  in  1841,  per  chap.  299,  Laws  of 

1840,  redeemable  in  1867, • 100,000  00 

Tioga  Coal,  Iron  Mining  and  Manufacturing  Company : 
5^  per  cent,  issued  in  1840,  per  chap.  296,  Laws  of 
1840,  redeemable  in  1865, • 70,000  00 

Balance  of  principal  remaining  unpaid  on  the  Comp- 
troller's three  bonds,  issued  to  the  College  of 
Physicians  and  Surgeons,  New- York,  in  pursuance 
of  the  act  of  the  Legislature,  passed  March  21st, 
1817,  the  payment  of  which  has  been  assumed  by 
the  trustees  of  Union  College, 13,036  16 

$933,036  16 
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Comptroller's  Office, 

Albany^  Jprily  20  1850. 

I  communicate  to  you  herewith,  a  copy  of  "  An  act  to  provide  for  a 
inal  settlement  of  thj  loans  of  1792  and  1808,  by  a  transfer  to  the 
Uoited  States  Deposite  Fund,  and  to  abolish  the  ofBce  of  Loan  Com- 
aij^oner,''  passed  April  lOth,  1850. 

In  the  execution  of  this  act,  an  important  duty  is  devolved  upon  the 
Loan  Commissioners,  and  upon  the  Commissioners  of  the  United 
States  Deposite  Fund.  With  a  view  to  facilitate  the  discharge  of  this 
%,  I  now  foward  to  you  by  ipail  the  necessary  forms. 

First,  Of  the  assent,  to  be  signed  by  each  mortgagor  or  his  gran- 
ge, to  the  transfer  of  the  mortgage  from  the  Loan  Commissioners,  to 
iie  Commissioners  of  the  United  States  Deposite  Fund. 

Second,  Of  the  bond  to  be  executed  by  the  owner  of  the  land,  or 
'J  some  person  in  his  behalf,  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  United 
fetes  Deposite  Fund,  for  the  payment  of  the  mortgage  in  the  same 
iianner  as  if  it  had  been  originally  executed  for  a  loan  from  the  De- 
fosite  Fund. 

Third,  Of  the  instrument  to  be  executed  by  the  Loan  Commis- 
toners,  transferring  the  mortgages  in  their  hands,  to  the  Commission- 
w  of  the  United  States  Deposite  Fund. 

You  will  perceive  from  an  examination  of  the  law,  that  no  mort- 
pge  is  to  be  transferred  until  the  present  owner  or  owners  of  the 
Mortgaged  premises  shall  have  assented  thereto  in  writing.  2d.  In 
idditlon  to  this  assent,  the  mortgagor  or  hir>  grantee,  or  some  person 
tf  approved  responsibility  in  his  behalf,  must  execute  to  the  Commis- 
ioners  of  the  United  Slates  Deposite  FunJ,  a  bond  in  the  form  here- 
^th  furnished  for  that  purpose.  It  is  desirable  that  the  present  owner 
im\i  execute  the  bond  in  person,  but  as  instances  may  occur  where 
4e  land  is  held  by  infants,  or  other  persons  not  legally  competent  to 
*»ke  a  bond,  the  law  judiciously  provides,  that  any  person  of  ap- 
Koved  responsibility  may  execute  the  bond  in  behalf  of  the  party  in- 
^rested.  3d.  It  is  also  necessary  before  the  transfer  is  made,  that 
4e  Commissioners  of  the  United  States  Deposite  Fund,  should  be 
•fis6ed  that  the  mortgaged  premises,  are  a  sufficient  security  for  the 
2«|ount  due  thereon.  On  this  point  it  is  presumed,  the  Loan  Com- 
missioners will  in  most  cases,  if  not  in  all,  be  prepared  to  furnish  satis- 
^tory  information.  4tb.  Before  any  mortgage  can  be  transferred 
Ner  the  act,  it  is  necessary  that  the  interest  should  be  paid  to  the 
1st  Tuesday  in  May  next. 
[Assembly,  No.  9.  J  7 
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If  the  mortgagor,  or  his  grantee,  refuses  to  consent  to  the  tranfer^ 
or  to  execute  or  cause  to  be  executed  the  prescribed  bond;  «r  if  the 
mortgaged  premises  are  deemed  insufficient  security  for  the  debt,  or 
if  there  is  a  failure  to  pay  the  interest  to  the  1st  Tuesday  in  May;  in 
all  such  cases,  the  Loan  Commissioners  are  required  to  foreclose  the 
mortgage  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  laws  of  1792  and  1808. 

It  was  the  evident  design  of  the  Legislature,  to  provide  for  a  final 
close  of  those  old  loans,  m  a  raanper  calculated  to  secure  the  State 
from  loss,  and  to  protect  the  debtors  from  embarrasment  by  giving 
them  a  further  credit,  based  upon  the  capital  of  the  United  States  De- 
posite  Fund.  It  becomes  important  to  carry  this  design  into  effect 
m  the  most  convenient  and  judicious  mode.  I  would  recommend 
that  the  Comn)tssioners  of  the  United  States  Deposite  Fund  meet  with 
the  Loan  Commissioners,  on  the  day,  or  days,  nxed  for  receiving  the 
May  interest,  and  that  the  parties  then  execute  the  required  assent^ 
and  the  new  bond;  and  that  the  Loan  Commissioners  at  the  same  time 
execute  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  United  States  Deposite  Fund,, 
the  n€cess?iry  transfer. 

A  separate  instrument  of  transfer  should  be  executed  for  the  mort- 

giges  of  1792,  and  those  of  1808,  Op  receiving  such  transfer,  the 
ommismoners  of  the  United  States  Deposite  Fund  are  authorized  to 
give  to  the  Loan  Commissioners,  a  draft  on  the  Treasurer,  in  the  form 
prescribed  by  my  circular  letter  of  August  last,  making  a  sep^trate 
draft  for  the  mortgages  of  1792,  and  another  for  those  of  1808. 

As  the  interest  must  be  paid  to  the  first  Tuesday  in  May,  no  interest) 
accruing  subsequent  to  that  day  is  to  be  included  in  the  drafts. 

A  copy  of  each  transfer  is  to  be  returned  to  this  office,  with  ao 
acknowledgment  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  United  States  Deposite 
Fund  endorsed  thereon,  that  it  is  a  true  copy,  and  that  they  have  re- 
ceived the  mortgages  therein  mentioned. 

The  drafts  given  by  the  Commissioners  of  the  United  States  De- 
posite Fund,  are  to  be  forwarded  to  me  by  the  Loan  Commissioners^ 
and  they  will  receive  credit  for  the  same  on  the  books  of  this  office, 
and  the  like  amount  will  be  charged  to  the  Commissioners  of  th^ 
United  States  Deposite  Fund. 

The  Loan  Commissioners  are  requested  to  render  final  accounts  a» 
,  early  as  convenient,  and  to  remit  any  balance  of  moneys  remaining  inr 
their  hands. 

The  several  mortgagors  should  be  infcvmed  when  the  transfer  is- 
made,  that  interest  19  to  be  paid  hereafter  in  October,  instead  of  May^ 
as  heretofore. 

For  the  extra  services  required  in  carrying  these  arrangements  into 
effect,  a  reasonable  compensation  will  be  allowed. 

Very  respectfully, 

WASHINGTON  HUNT, 
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I 

^li«ny,  May  7,  1850. 


CoMFTE<A.LCll'i[  OfFIOE,  ? 


Sn: 
At  the  close  of  the  last  fiscal  vear,  there  remtined  unsold  numerons 

Eircels  of  real  estate,  bid  in  for  the  State  by  the  Ccmmisstoners  of  the 
nited  States  Deposite  Fund.  The  aggregate  amount  loaned  on  the 
lots  then  held  by  the  State,  was  |2^297.60,  which  sum  has  been 
drawn  from  the  rereniK  from  year  to  year,  and  carried  to  principal, 
in  order  to  preserve  the  cs^ital  of  flie  fund  ununpaired.  It  becomes 
important  to  restcnre  to  the  revenue  the  sums  thiss  abstracted,  or  as 
'  large  a  portion  as  maybe  practicable^  before  the  expiration  of  the  pre- 
sent fiscal  year.  With  this  view^  I  must  request  that  you  will  make 
an  effort  to  dispose  of  the  lots  temaifiing  unsold  in  your  county,  as 
speedily  as  purchasers  can  be  fouftd  ^ho  are  willing  to  buy  at  fair 
prices.  It  is  understood  that  in  many  section's  of  the  State,  a  con- 
siderable denmnd  exists  for  real  estate^  and  it  is  believed  to  be  a 
fiiYorable  time  for  making  advantageous  sales.  You  are  requested  to 
forward  to  me  such  propositions  as  knay  be  made  to  purchase,  at  prices 
\^di  Tou  shsidl  deem  for  the  interest  of  the  State  to  accept.  You 
are  authorized  to  ibform  all  applicants,  that  on  the  payment  of  one- 
fifth  of  the  purchase  money,  a  credit  of  six  rears  Will  be  given  for  the 
residue,  payable  in  yearly  insfalllneilts,  with  interest  yearly. 

I  would  also  call  your  attention  to  the  list  of  deficiencies  in  your 
county,  beine  the  balances  due  from  borrowers  in  cases  wh«Dre.  on 
foreclosure,  the  bnds  have  failed  to  produce  the  amount  of  the  loan 
with  interest.  There  has  been  a  loss  to  the  revenae,  on  lands  hereto- 
fore bid  in  and  afterwards  sold, amounting  to  195,816,88.  It  is  prob- 
abfy  true,  in  a  minority  of  ^ses  where  foreclosures  beeame  necessary, 
that  Ihe  borrowers  were  insolvent.  Hence  little  or  no  effort  has  been 
made  to  recover  the  balance  due  the  State.  But  some  instances  have 
come  to  the  knowledge  of  this  department  Where  several  transfers  of 
title  were  made  before  foreclosure,  and  the  last  owner  became  bank- 
rupt from  the  depreciation  of  the  property  or  other  causes,  and  yet  the 
original  borrower  possesses  ample  responsibility.  Wheneverthe  party 
who  made  the  lean,  is  able  to  pay  the  deficiency,  he  should  be  com- 
pelled to  respond.  In  other  cases  a  portion  of  tiie  amount  may  be 
secured,  on  a  fair  compromise,  by  stipulating  thiit  no  further  steps 
diall  be  taken  to  enforce  the  balance.  I  cannot  but  regard  it  as  the 
duty  of  the  eominisinoners  to  make  a  careful  examination  of  the  list 
of  delinquent  bcnrrowers,  and  after  ascertaining  the  pecuniary  circum- 
stances of  each  debtor,  to  adopt  such  measures  as  shall  seem  just  and 
proper  to  protect  the  interests  of  the  State. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

'      WASHINGTON  HUNT,  ComptrcUer. 

2b   ■    -■■  «*— J Esq.j 

Commiisumer  ofiht  Ukited  l^ates  DtposUe  Fund. 

'  ■         ■■  Qnmiy. 
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Sicuriiies  held  in  trust  in  the  Free  Bank  Department^  Dec.  1,  1850. 

jSgricutlurat  Bank^  Herkimer. 

Bonds  and  mortgages •••..••.      $44,860  00 

New-York  State  stock,  5  per  cent . , .  •        10,600  00 

**  .4     e       «        ^,..        28,600  00 

United  States  «     6       «       ,.,.       fl)/)00  00 

105,060  00 

Circulation , .      104,815  00 

Albany  Exchange  Banky  Albany. 

Bonds  and  mortgages $38,850  00 

Arkansas   State  stock  6   per  cent....        60,01)0  00 
Michigan  «  6       «        ....  8,C00  00 

Circulation 75,866  00 

American  Exchange  Bank^  JSTrnjihYork. 

New-York  State  stock  6  per  cent, ....  $74,000  00 

United  States          "6       '<         ....  8,600  00 

"                  "6      « 70,000  00 

Illinois  State            «    6      «         ....  380,666  67 

^.      ,    .  .  . — ^ 533,666  67 

Circulation, , 438^5^  00 

Amenta  Bankj  Amema^  ' »    " 

New-York  State  stock  4  J  per  ct  nt ....      $  18,000  00 

*'  "6         «...  29,082  00 

United  States         ««      6        «        ....        30,000  00 

^.      .    .  77,082  00 

Circulation 76^181  00 

American  Banky  Chaulauque  Cff. 

New- York  State  stoci  5  per  eent ,..'.....  V ,^        70493  OOr 

Circulation 70,493  OQ 
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Bank  of  Mbien,  Albion, 

Bonds  and  mortgages  •  •  • $45,934  00 

New-York  State  stock  5  per  cent....        32.177  00 
<«  «      6        «       ....         6,000  00 

United  States  «  6  «  ....  37,000  00 
Illinois  State  «      6        "       ....         6,729  40 

Indiana     "  «  2J&5    "       ....         6,650  00 

Cash  in  deposit 6,000  00 

139/190  40 

Circulation 130^80  00 

Bank  of  Attica^  Buffalo. 

Bondsand  mortgages, $51,905  00 

New- York  State  stock  5  percent....  28,628  00 
United  States         **     6        « 8,100  00 

«  "6        ^       ....       14,000  00 

102,633  00 

Circulation 101,100  00 

Bank  of  Auburn^  Auburn. 

New-York  State  stock  6  per  cent 60,000  00 

Circulation 60,000  00 

Adams  Bank,  Adams. 

New  York  State  stock  5  per  cent....     $15,000  00 

«  «      6        "      ....       36,000  00 

United  States  «      5        «      ....  7,200  00 

"  "6        «      ....  4,000  00 

62,200  00 

Circulation 61,829  00 

Bank  of  Bainbridgey  Ptnn  Yan. 
New-York  State  stock  5  per  cent....      $90,000  00 
«  «      5J      «      ....         3,000  00 

93,000  00 

arculation 92,991  00 

BaUOm  Spa  Bank^  Ballstan  ^a.  • 

Bonds  and  mortgages, • .  8,500  00 

New-York  State  stock,  6  per  cent.,. . .        84,952  00 
<«  «  6      «         ...        20,000  00 

113^52  00 

Circulation, 112,002  00 

Black  River  Bank,  Wateriown, 

Bonds  and  mortgages, $56,283  62 

New- York  State  stock,  5  per  cent.,. . .       43,000  00 

«  «  6        «        ...  9,000  00 

United  States  6        «       ...         5,000  00 

113,283  62 

Circulation, 113,275  00 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


No.  9.]  106 

Broadway  Bmk,  JftwYork. 

New-York  State  stock,  6  per  cent,  ..    1112,300  00 
United  States  6      "■        ...      115,000  00 

227,300  00 

Circulation, 227,300  00 

Bowery  Bank,  Jfew-York. 

New  York  State  stock,  6  per  cent., . . .     $195,736  40 

«  ««  b\      «       ...  2,000  00 

United  States  6        «       ...         10,000  00 

207,736  40 

Circulation,.. 207,699  00 

Champlain  Bank,  Ettenburgh. 

New-York  State  stock,  5  per  cent., . . .       $54,000  00 

«  •«  5i    «         ...         10,000  00 

United  States  6      «         ...         69,000  00 

123,000  00 

Circulation, 120,680  00 

Chemical  Bank,  Jfew-York. 

New-York  State  stock,  6  per  cent., . . .     $144,710  00 

«  ««  5A      "        . . .         10,000  00 

«  «  6        «        ...       125,400  00 

United  States  6        «       ...        30,000  00 

310,110  00 

Circulation, 309.477  00 

Chuter'Bank,  Chester, 

Bonds  and  mortgages, $8,500  00 

New-Yoik  State  stock,  5  per  cent, ....        76,6 16  00 
«  «  5J    "         ....        12,000  00 

M  «<  6      «         ....  1,000  00 

98,116  00 

Circulation, 98,108  00 

Cuylei's  Bank,  Palmyra. 

Bonds  and  mortgages, $16,400  00 

New-York  State  stock,  5  per  cent., ....      60,000  00 

«  "  5J     ««         6,000  00 

«  «  6       «         ....         3,870  00 

United  States  6       *•         ....       10,000  00 

86,270  00 

Circulation , 86^70  00 

Camden  Bank,  Camden. 

Bonds  and  mortgages, $60,800  00 

New-York  State  stock,  5  per  cent.,. . . .       54^00  00 
United  States  5       «         ....        6,000  00 

121,300  00 

Circulation, 120,683  00 
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CorVknd  Ca/wty  Btmk^  Jhhferd. 

New-York  State  stock,  6  per  cent., .  •  • .     f52,000  00 

United  States  5      «  ....         17,000  00 

«  6      «         ....        53,000  00 

122,000  00 

Circulation, 122,000  00 

Cdmmercial  Jiankj  B^chegiet, 

Bonds  and  mortgages, 145,950  00 

New-Yock  State  stock,  5  per  cent 94,450  00 

"  «  5i    "        7,()00  00 

«  "  6      *«*       40,600  00 

United  States  stock,      6      <<        4.000  00 

Illinois  Stale     "  6      «        20,000  00 

311,900  00 

Circulation, 307,300  00 

Commercial  Bank^  Troy. 

Bonds  and  mortgages, 40,370  00 

Kew-York  State  stock,  5  per  cent,....      30,000  00 

«  *•       5  J      «        ...•      22,600  00 

«  ^6        "       . .  •  •  550  00 

United  States         «       6        «       !!!!      20,000  00 

113^80  00 

Circulation, 113,420  00 

Commercial  Bank^  .Albany. 

New-York  State  stock,  6  per  cent,....    120  000  00 
*«  •<      6       *«         ....      86,000  00 

206,000  00 

Circulation, « « 195,700  00 

^Commercial  Bankj  Lockport. 

New-York  State  stock,  5  per  cent,....      10,200  00 

United  States  **      6      "         ....      10,000  00 

**  "6      «  ....      10,000  00 

Cash  in  deposite, '. 35,352  33 

65,552  33 

Circulation, . .  •  •        64,411  00 

City  Bank  of  Brooklyn. 
Nesw^-York  State  slock,  6  per  cent,....      60,000  00 
United  States  "      6      «         ....      50,000  00 


Circulation, 

•OiTen  notice  of  eli>i^*«f  Iratineu. 


100,000  00 
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Commertial  BaOty  WMtthall. 
New-Toric  State  stock,  6  per  cent, ....   $1C,000  00 
"  «       6     «         ....     50,000  00 

United  States,        «      6      «        ....     40,000  00 

1100,000  00 

Cirealation, , , 97,899  00 

Commercial  Bank,  Allegany  cmmty. 

New-York  State  stock,  4|  per  cent, ....    fl  1,000  00 
"  tt      5        M         ,^,^     69^07  00 

«  «      5J      «         ....     22,800  00 

"  «      6        «         ....      16,500  00 

United  States         <*      6        «         ....     26,558  72 

«  «      6        «         ....     76,450  00 

222,515  72 

CircalatioD, 220,305  00 

Bank  of  Commerce,  Jfew-York.    , 

New- York  State  stock,  6  per  cent, 20,000  00 

Circolation, ,. 20,000  00 

CUizeni  Bank,  WtUeriown. 

Bonds  and  mortgages, $25,500  00 

New-Yoric  State  stock,  5  per  cent, . , . ,       5,000  00 

«  "       6        «        ....      10,000  00 

United  States        «      6        «        ....      10,000  00 

60,500  Od 

Circttlalion, 5.0,004  00 

Bank  of  Coming,  Coming. 

Bonds  and  mortgages, , $25,550  00 

Michigan  State  stock,  5  per  cent, 20,000  00 

Illinois  '<  6     '<         50,000  00 

95,550  00 

Circulation, 63,336  00 

Bank  of  Cayuga  Lake,  Ithaca, 

New-York  State  stock,  6  per  cent., 50,341  00 

Circulation, ^ 50,387  00 

Bank  of  Central  Jfew-Tork,  UHca. 

Bonds  and  mortgages, $37,855  00 

New- York  State  stock,  5  p<>r  cent,  . . .        15,000  00 
«  "  5i    «         ....         7,000  00 

«  «  6      «         ....  5,000  00 

Arkansas  «  6      «         ....       25,000  00 

Michigan  «*  6      «         ....         5,000  00 

DlinoS  **  6      «         ....         4,600  00 

99,465  00 

Circttlatien, 84,800  00 
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City  Bank,  0$wego. 

Bonds  and  mortgages, •  •  •  •  •     $41,350  00 

Kew-York  State  stock,  5  per  cent., . . .  •        32,000  00 

«  «  5i    «         ....         5,000  00 

United  States  stock       5    .  «         ....       25,000  00 

"  «  6      «         ....       11,000  00 

$114,%0  00 

Circulation, 111,850  00 

Canal  Banky  Lockport. 

Bonds  and  mortgages, •  •  • . » $3,674  00 

Arkansas  State  stock,  6  per  cetit.,  ....        47,000  00 
Illinois  "  6      «  ....  2,691  76 

63,366  76 

Circulation, 24,991  00 

Delaware  Banky  Delhi. 

New-York  State^tock,  5  per  cent. , .  • .  •      |40,554  30 
«  «  6J    ''         ....        27,000  00 

Michigan  "  6       «         ....        1&,000  00 

Illinois  «  6      «         ....         8,000  00 

Arkansas  *«  6      «         ....        40,000  00 

130/554  30 

Circulation, - 107,684  00 

Drover^i  Bank^  St.  Lawrence  county. 

Bonds  and  mortgages, $31,577  00 

New- York  State  stock,  5  per  cent.,. . .        32,800  00 

"  "  6      «         ....       22,000  00 

United  States     «  6      «         ....        20,000  00 

"  «  6      «         ....        38,000  00 

144,377  00 

Circulation, « i . . . » . .      142,863  00 

Dutchess  County  ^anky  Amenia*. 

New-York  State  stock, 5  per  cent.,, . . .      $43,700  00 

"  "  6       "         ....        37  625  00 

United  Slates  stock,     -5       ««         \\\\        3o'oOO  00 

^  «  6       <«         ....        50,000  00 

161,325  00 

Circulation, 157,990  00 

Bank  ofDansvilUy  Dansville. 

Bonds  and  mortgages, $71,667  00 

New- York  State  stock,  5  per  cent., .....     46,038  00 

"  "  5i    «         ....        11,000  00 

"  "  6      «         ....        10,000  00 

United  States  stock,      6      «         ....        10,000  00 

148,705  00 

Circulation,  ....,.,♦ .,..,      148,677  00 
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Exekange  Btmkf  BugBfah. 

New-York  State.»tock,6.pet  cent., **i'S°?  5^ 

C!irculation,.......C 23,991  00 

Exchange  Bank,  Gmtite,  Batacia, 

Bonds  and  mortgages, -  $35^156  S6 

New-York  State  stock,  6  J  per  <5ent., . .         5,000  00 

«  «  6     «         ....  13,000  00 

United  States  stock,      6     «    4,000  00 

Arkansaa  State  stock,    6     « 80.000  00      7745626 

Circulation, 72;312  00 

Exchange  Bank,  Lockport. 

Bonds  and  mortgages,. $30,742  00 

New-YorkState  stock, 4J  per  cent,.--.  21,000  00 

a                    «     6        «        ....  7,710  00 

«                    «     6*      «        ....  3,000  00 

'  . 62,452  00  • 

Cireulation, 60,315  00 


«  «  54  « 

(c  <(  6  " 

United  States  "  6  » 

«  . .    «  6 .  .  " 


Bank  of  the  Empire  State,  Fairport. 

$2,300  00 
25,800  00 
40,000  00 


New-Ywk  State  stock,  4^  per  cent, . . . 
«  «*     6        << 


2,000  00 
46,095  48 
14,000  00 

130,195  48 


Circulation, 125,988  00 

Eagle  Binkj  Brighton. 

New-York  State  stock,  6*  per  cent, ....  $18,000  00 

«  «     6        *f       ....        10,000  00 

United  States        «     6        «       ....       25,092  55 

53,092  55 

Circulation, 62,551  00 

Fulton  Bank,  Jfew-York. 

New-York  State  stock,  4X  per  cent, ....     $61 ,000  00 
a  «     6        «     .  ....      190,141  00 

«  «     6        «     5,000  00 

256,141  00 

Circulation, .,..» 250,400  00 
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FrmUin  Bwnk^  ChMtUUqUt  Co. 

New-Toi^  State  stock,  6  per  cent,..,* ••••••     ^89|53S  5£ 

Circttlatioo, •..•.....••.•       82^22  00 


Fbri  Flam  Bank^  IM  Platnr 

Bonds  and  mortgages^.  •••••••••• 

New-York  State  stock.  6  per  cent., 

u  <<      6        *^       • 

United  States         «      6        «       ! 
Michigan  State      <*      6        <<       . 


$34^00  00 

2,140  00 

6,000  00 

35,000  00 

80,000  00 

11,000  00       - 

107)640  00 


Circulation, 106,158  OO 

Fort  Sianwix  Banky  Rome. 

Bondsand  mortgages, %« «        |7,650  00 

New- York  State  stock,  6  per  cent, ....       77,901  25 
^  "  (i      6       «        ....        22,176  00 

•  United  States         ^      6       «       ....        30,000  00 

137,626  25 

Circulation, 136y407  OO 

Farmeri  Bank^  JimHerdam. 

Bonds  and  mortgages, $27,400  00 

New-York  State  stock,  6  per  cent, ....        32,100  00      • 
"  «      6       «        ....  1,000  00 

— — 60,500  00 

Circnktion , ^, 60,500  00 

FarrMri  Banky  Hudson. 

Bonds  and  mortgages, ••«..••      |37,200  00 

New-York  State  stock,  6  per  cent, ....  14,000  00 
Michigan  State  ^  6  <<  ....  22,000  00 
Arkansas  State       «<     6       ^<        ...»       28,000  00 

— ^ 101,900  00 

Circttlatton, 86,002  00 

Farmers^  Banky  Oututauque  Co. 

Bonds  and  mortgages, $50,100  00 

New-York  State  stock,  5  per  cent, ....       80,000  00 

"  «        5^        *«...•       10,000  00 

United  States      «        5        . «     ....       19,670  95 

169,770  95 

GSrculation^ • 169,405  00 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 
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Farmeri  nfid  Rrcpir/  Banky  Somers. 

Bonds  and  mortgages, $18,400  00 

New-York  State  stock,  5  per  cent,.  •  •  •       10,000  00 

«         .         «        6  *«.*..         2,000  «0 

Illinois  "        6  •*....       60,000  00 

Cash  indepodte, ...«••         S,315  00 

82,715  00 

Circulation, 58^33  00 

Farmers^  and  Mechanic^  Bank^  Genesee. 

Bonds  and  mortgages, $17,168  00 

New-York  State  stock,  6  per  cent, ....  5,000  00 

Arkansas  ''        6  ^«     ..«.       28,000  00 

50,168  00 

Circulation, 40,604  00 

Farmers^  and  Mechanics*  Bank^  Rochester. 

Bonds  aad  mortgages, |20,000  00 

Michigan  State  stock,  6  per  cent, 10,000  00 

Illinois  "        6         •<     21,008  77 

Cash  in  deposite, 2,959  19 

^  J 63,967  96 

Circulation, 41,746  00 

BonAr  of  Fishkilly  Fishkill. 

New-York  gtatc  stock,  6  per  cent, ....     $53,099  00 

United  States       «        5  "     . . . .        15,000  00 

«  «        8  ««....       35,601  30 

103,600  30 

Circulation, 100,000  00 

Freemeni  Bank^  Washington  Co. 

New-York  State  stock,  5  per  cent,. . . .       $3,367  00 

"  «  5i        «     ....  5,000  00 

«  «  6  «     ....        17,965  15 

United  States    «  6  «     . , .  .*       13,000  00 

«  <«  6  «     ....        12,000  00 

61,332  16 

Circulation, .' 50,792  00 

Farmers*  Bank^  Hamilton  Co. 

Bond  and  mortgages, $11,730  00 

New-York  State  stock,  6  per  cent,. .  • .        44,000  00 

United  States    "  6         «     ....  7,865  19 

«  «  6         «     ....        31000  00 

94,585  19 

Circulation, 94,363  00 


Digitized  by 


Google 
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Firontier  Banky  Watertaim. 

Bonds  and  mortgages, •  •  •  •     $31,300  00 

New-York  State  stock,  6  per  cent;. . . .        15,600  00 

«  <<  6  «     ....         6,000  00    . 

United  States    «  6  «     ....         6,000  00 

"  «  6  <«...•         4,600  00 

162,300  00 

Circulation, 61,650  00 

^Franklin  County  Bunky  Malme. 

Cash  in  deposite, 4,913  00 

Circulation, 4,913  00 

Crenesee  County  Banky  Le  Roy. 

Bond  and  mortgages. $54,987  00 

New-York  State  slock,  6  per  cent, . . . .-      10,000  00 
Arkansas  «  6  «     ....       25,000  00 

89,987  00 

Circulation, 69,983  00 

HungerforcPs  Bank^  Adams* 

Bonds  and  mortgages, .  $32,840  00 

New- York  State  stock,  5  per  cent., ....  9,000  00 

«  '*  6      "        20,000  00 

United  States  5       «         ....  4,000  00 

65,840  00 

Circulation, 65,712  00 

Hartford  Bank,  Washington  Co. 

New-York  State  stock,  5  per  cent., ....      $41 ,684  10 
United  States  6      «         ....       50,000  GO 

Cash  in  deposite, 10,988  00 

102,672  10 

Circulation, 101,288  00 

•  Henry  Keej^s  Bank,  Watertown. 

Cash  in  deposite, • 48,834  62 

Circulation, 48,24700 

Hamilton  Exchange  Bank,  Hamilton. 

New-York  State  stock,  5  per  cent., ....      $26,000  00 
"  "  5J    «         ....  1,000  00 

United  States  6      "         ...•        14,000  00     . 

"  6      «         ....        10,000  00 

51,000  00 

Circulation, 48,896  00 

•Given  notice  of  doting  buiinest. 
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Hollister  Bank  Buffalo^  Buffalo. 

Bonds  and  mortgages^ |49,670  00 

!New-York  State  «tock,  5  per  cent., .  • . .       36,000  00 

"  "  5i     «         ....       10,000  00 

United  States  6       «        ....       6,000  00 

$100,670  00 

Circulation, 98,820  00 

James  Banky  JatMsviUe. 

Bonds  and  mortgages $39,888  00 

New- York  State  stock  5  per  cent..,.        11,200  00 
«            «      5J     «      ....  6,000  00 

United  States          «      5        «      ....  5,000  00 

Michigan  State       «      6       "      ....        18,000  00 
Cash  in  deposite 240  46 

80,328  46 

Circulation 76,743  00 

Kirkland  Bank^  ClirUon. 

Bonds  and  mortgages $8,020  00 

New-York  State  stock  5  per  cent....        17,000  00 

26,020  00 

Circulation 26,000  00 

Knickerbocker  Banky  Genoa. 

New-York  State  stock  5  per  cent....     $24,000  00 

«  "     6      «        ....       50,000  00 

United  States  «      6      «        ....       51,000  00 

Cash  in  deposite «  ••..        10,463  46 

135,453  46 

Circulation  ...,'. 133^03  00 

Bank  of  Kinderhook,  Kinderhook. 

Bonds  and  mortgages $34^90  00 

New-York  State  stock  6  per  cent....       64,000  00 
Michigan  State        <<     6        ««      . « . .         6,000  00 

93^90  00 

Circulation...   91,880  00 

Long  Idand  Bank,  Brooklyn. 

New-York  State  stock  5  percent....    $173,907  00 
«  «     6        «      ....  9,000  00 

182,907  00 

Circulation • 182,907  00 

fAssemblj,  No.  9.j  8 
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Luther  Wrights  Bank,  Oswege. 

Bonds  and  mortgages, |14,004  76 

New-York  State  stock,  5  per  cent.,  . .  •       83,187  00 

do  do       6^        ^f  S2,000  00 

do  do        6  «  15,000  00 

United  States,     do       6  ^<  6,000  00 

Cash  in  deposite, 20,000  00 

«159,191  76 

Circulation, 168,591  OO 

Lockport  Bank  fy  Trust  Co.,  Lockpori. 

Bonds  and  Mortgages, $40,960  00 

New- York  State  stock,  6  per  cent., .  »,  6,134  77 

Alabama  State      do     6  per  cent., . . .        34,000  00 

Cash  in  deposite, 4,937  83 

85,(^2  60 

Circulation, 77,732  00 

Bank  ef  Lowville,  LovjviUt. 

Bonds  and  mortgages, f49,450  00 

New-York  State  stock,  5  per  cent., . . ,        32,000  00 

do  do     5  J      «  4,000  00 

Arkansas  State,    dp     6        ^  30,000  00 

115,460  00 

Circulation,  ..•« • SSylSO  00 

Bank  of  Lake  Erie,  Buffalo, 

New-York  State  stock,  6  per  cent., $53,000  00 

Circulation, 63,000  00 

Mechanci^  Banking  ^ssoeiaiion,  Jfew-York. 

New-York  State  stock, 4^  per  cent.,. . .     #41,700  00 

do  do      6  '<  153,212  00 

do  do      6i        «  69,000  00 

io  do      6  *^  42,000  00       ' 

United  States,      d»      6  ^  16,000  00 

310,912  00 

Circulation,.. ..^•••t     308,985  OQ 

Middleiotm  Bank^  Middleiovm. 

Bonds  and  mortgages, |44,100  00 

New-York  Stat6  stock,  6  per  cent.,,  • . .        7,900  00 

"  "  5J       «      ....       17,000  00 

**  "  6        "      ....         6,000  00 

United  States  6        "      ....       12,000  00 

Illinois  State  6        "       ....         7,000  00 

93,000  00 

Ciyc^latipn,.*.. 89,998  OO 
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Mohawk  Valley  Bank,  MohauJc. 

Bondsaod  mortgages,  ••••••••  .•••«•     $40,045  00 

New-York  State  stock,  4^  per  cent,         4,000  00 

«  *<  5        «  34,867  00 

«  «  5i       «  19,000  00 

«  «  6         "  16,453  00 

United  States  6        <<  10.500  00 

-: —  »lfi4,865  00 

Circulation, ,..      124,665  00 

Mclntyre  Bank,  Adirondac. 

New-York  State  stock,  5  per  cAit. , . . . .      |30,000  00 
«  «  5i     "        ....        20,000  00 

50,000  00 

Circulation, 50,000  00 

Merchants?  Bank,  Ctmandaigua. 

New-York  State  stock,  5  per  cent, ....     $48,122  09 

«  «  5J      «       ....        35,000  00 

United  States  5        '<       ....        56,200  00 

«  6        «       ....       20,000  00 

150,322  09 

Circulation, 157,753  00 

Merchant^  Bankj  Chautauque  county. 

New-York  State  stock,  6 J  per  cent,. . .    $122,000  00 

«  «  6        <«....        10,000  00 

United  States  stock,      5        f^      ....      .  24,034  90 

156,034  90 

Circulation, 155^83  00 

Merchant^  Bank^  Erie  county . 

Bonds  and  mortgages,.  • |2,600  00 

New-York  State  stock,  6  per  pent, ....        15,000  00  » 

17,600  00 

Circulation, , 17,001  00 

Merchant^  Bank^  in  Poughkeepsie. 

New-York  Static  stock,  5  per  cent, ....      |40,000  00 

«  "  6      «         ....        92,000  00 

United  States  stock,      6     **         ....  4,000  00 

136^000  00 

Circulation, * 135,996  06 

Merchants?  and  Farmeri  Bank,  Carmel.  ^ 

New-York  State  stock,  5  per  cent, ....      $35,600  00 
«  «  5J   "         ....        10,000  00 

United  States  stock,      6     "         ....       40,000  00 

85.600  00 

Circulation, 85,600  00 
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Merchants^  and  Farmeri  Bofikj  Ithaca. 

Bonds  and  mortgages, $19,280  00 

New-York  State  stock,  6  per  cent,  •  •  •  •  6,000  00 
United  States  stock,  6  <<  . . .  •  5,000  00 
Michigan  State  stock,  6       ^<         ....       21,000  00 

Cash  in  deposite, 7,600  00 

$57,880  00 

Circulation, 57,880  00 

Merchants*  Exchange  Bank^  New^York. 

New-York  State  stock,  6  per  cent, 164,900  00 

Circulation, 154,900  00 

Mercantile  Bank,  J^ew-York. 

New-York  State  stock,  5  per  cent, ....  $44,000  00 
«  «  54    «         ....        19,000  00 

u  a  6      ^^         •  •  •  •         5  000  00 

United  States  Stock,      6      «         [  \  \  \       48,075  00 

116,075  00 

Circulation, 83,260  00 

H.  J.  Miners^ 8  Bank  of  Uiica,  Fredonia. 

New-York  State  stock,  6  per  cent, ....  $25,000  00 
United  States  stock,      6     <^         ....       25,000  00 

50,000  00 

Circulation, 49,999  00 

Marine  Bank,  Buffalo. 

Bonds  and  mortgages, $52,400  00 

New-York  State  stock,  5  per  cent, ....         6,000  00 

«  "  6      «         ....       26,000  00 

United  States  stock,      5      «         ....         5,000  00 

«  «  6      <*         ....       26,000  00 

112400  00 

Circulation, 112,050  00 

J\rorth  River  Bank,  Jfeuh'York. 

New-York  State  stock,  5  per  cent,. . . .  $51,000  00 
«  «  5J    ^        ....       98,000  00 

•*  «  6      «         ....      132,532  00 

United  States  stock,  5  "  ....  34,000  00 
«  «  6      "         ....       90,000  00 

405,532  00 

Circulation, 404,181  00 
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J^orthem  Bank  qfTfevhYork^  Madrid. 
New-York  State  stock,  SJ  per  cent,. . •  .1146,000  00 
United  States  "5        "         ....     20,000  00 

"  «      6        «  ....     12,000  00 

$178,000  00 

Circulation, ^      177,486  00 

Jforthem  Exchange  Bank,  Brasher  Palls. 

New-York  State  stock,  5  per  cent, $65,000  00 

"  "        5J      «         ....       7,000  00 

„     "  «        6        <«         ....     13,000  00 

United  States        «       5        <^         ....     44,000  00 

"  <*       6        «         ....     33,000  00 

162,000  00 

Circulation, 160,210  00 

Jfortkem  Canal  Bankj  Fort  Ann. 
New- York  State  stock,  5  per  cent, $14,500  00 

"  "6        ",       ....     50,000  00 

Unites  States         «       6         •'         ....     14,600  00 

'*  <«       6        M         ....     17,000  00 

96,100  00 

Circulation, 95,485  00 

JfeivhYork  Stock  Banky  Durham. 

New-York  State  stock,  4  J  per  cent, ....     $8,000  00 

«  "5        '<         ....     27,000  00 

"  "       5J      «         ....     26,000  00 

"  "6        «         ....     10,500  00 

United  States,       «       6        "         ....     20,500  00 

— —       92  000  00 
Circulotion, 91,284  00 

Jfevy-York  Security  Bank^  Saratoga  county. 

Bonds  and  mortgages, $5,000  00 

New-York  State  stockj  5  per  cent, 45,000  00 

60,000  00 

Circulation, 50,000  00 

Bank  qfjfew  Rochelle^  Bolivar. 

Bonds  and  mortgages, ^ $17,790  00 

Kew-Yoik  State  stock,  5  per  cent., ....        34,898  10 
^    "  u  6      "         ....  3,000  00 

United  States  5       «         ....        30,700  00 

86,388  10 

Circulation, 86,376  00 

JfeuhYork  State  Stock  Security  Bank,  Kew-York. 

New-York  State  stock,  6  per  cent., 600  00 

Circulation, 280  00 
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Oliver  Let  fy  Companj^s  Bank,  Buffalo. 

New-York  State  stock,  5  per  cent. , . . . .     $43,000  00 

«  «  6      '<■        ....  7,000  00 

United  States  6      «•        ....       50,000  00 

$100,000  00 

Circulation, 100,000  00 

Oswego  County  Bank,  Grariln/. 

New-York  State  stock,  5  per  cent.,. . ..      $22,000  00 

«  ««  e      ««         ....       23,250  00 

United  States  6      «         ....      46,000  00 

.  90,250  CO" 

Orculation, 89,728  00 

Ocean  Bank,  JCho-York. 

New-York  State  stock,  5  per  cent., ....  $3,697  00 
«  **■  6i    «         ....       28,000  OU 

«  «  6      "         ....       52,100  00 

United  States  5  «  ....  10,000  00 
«  6      « 73,000  00 

166,797  00 

Circulation, 166^498  00 

Patmrfra  Bavk^  Jfewark. 

Bonds  and  mortgages, $14,604  00 

New-York  State  stock,  5  per  cent, ....         5,000  00 

«  «      5i     «        ....  1,000  00 

«  «      6       «        ....         3,000  00 

United  States         «      5       «       ....         3,000  00 

«  «      6       «        ....         5,000  00 

■ 31,604  00 

Circulation, 31,365  00 

Paichin  Bank  of  Buffalo. 

,  Bondfrand-  mortgages,. $29,143  00 

N«w-YorkState8tock,4ipercent,....  39,200  00 
"  «     5         «       ....  7,t-00  00 

«  «     6J       «       ....        11,000  00 

«  «     6         «     .  ...^,       16,900  00 

104,043  00 

Circulation, 101,933  00 

Pine  Plains  Bank,  Pine  Plains. 

Btods  and  mortgages, $50,000  00 

New-York  State  stock,  5i  par  cent, ....  10,000  00 
Michigan  State  «  6  «*  ....  20,000  00 
i!ikansas  State      ((6-        "       ....       43,000  00 

123,000  OO 

Circulation, 97,821  OO 
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Pofoell  Bank,  JfevUmrgh. 

Bondsand  moi%ages, $56,908  00 

Nfew-York  State  stock,  6  per  cent, ....       34,092  00 
United  States  «     5        «       .,..        10,000  00 

Michigan  State      "6       "       ....        15,000  00 

$116,000  00 

Circulation, 115,700  00 

PraOsviUe  Bank,  PraUtvUle. 

New-York  State  stock,  6  per  cent, ....       50,000  00 
United  States         «      6       «       ....       60,000  00 

100,000  00 

CircQlation, 100,000  OO 

Pratt  Bank  of  Bvgalo, 

NeiF-Twk  State  stock,  5  per  cent, ....     $26,000  00 
United  States    «  6  «     ....        26,000  00 

$50,000  00 

Circulation, .-. 50,000  00 

Putnam  County  Bank,  Farmtrs'  MMt. 

Bonds  and  mortgages, $29,330  00 

New-York  State  stock,  4i  per  cent, ....         3,000  00 
«  '<  5  «     ....       63,036  00 

«  «  64        «     ....       78,100  00 

u  «  Q         *<....       86420  OO 

United  States     «  6         «     !!!,*      10o',200  00 

«  «  6  «     ...,       45,600  00 

: 394,586  00 

Circulation, 386,393  00 

Putnam  Vdky  AmJb,  Ptttnam  Co. 

New-York  State  stock,  5  per  cent,. . . .  $12,285  66 

"                «          5i        «      ....  28,000  00 

«                «          6          «     ....  11,034  00 

United  States    «          6          <•     ....  31,000  00 

«               .t          6          «     ..,.  6,000  00 


87,319  e« 
Circulation, 85,228  00 
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Bank  of  Pawling,  Dutchess  Co. 

Bonds  and  mortgages, |28,900  00 

New-York  State  stock,  5  per  cent,  • . . .        15,000  00 

«  «  6  «     ....       25,000  00 

United  States    «  5  «     ....       27,405  85 

«  «  6  «     ....         6,500  00 

1102,805  8& 

Circulation, 101 ,200  00 

P/UBnia:  Bankf  Bainbridge. 

Bonds  and  mortgages, $26,704  00 

New-York  State  stock,  5  per  cent,. . . .       42,265  00 

«  «  5J        «     ....  9,000  00 

United  States    «  5  *«....       15,000  00 

*<  «  6  «     •...        36,000  00 

128,969  00 

Circulation, 125,086  00 

Pacific  Bank,  Jfew^York* 

New-Tork  State  stock,  5 J  per  cent. . . .       |2,000  OO 

«     .  «  6  "     ....       65,116  00 

United  States     <*  6  «     . . . .        65,000  00 

132,116  00 

Circnlation, 114,000  00 

Rochester  Bank,  Rochester. 

Bonds  and  mor^ages,* |S0,764  33 

New-York  State  stock,  5  per  cent, 27,354  00 

«  «  5  J        "     ....         6,000  00 

«  •«  6  «      ....        39,000  00 

123,118  33 

Circulation, 123,108  00 

Bank  of  Rondout,  Rondout. 

New-York  State  stock,  5  per  cent $15,000  00 

«  «  5i         "     ....  1.000  00 

«  a  6  "     ...•       85,000  34 

101,000  34 

Circulation, 100,300  00 

Suffolk  County  Bank,  Sag  Harbor. 

New-York  State  stock,  4^  per  cent,. .  •     $16,250  00 

**  '<  6  «     ....        48,253,63 

«  "  5i        «     ..•.         1,000  00 

United  States    «  5  «     ...•       12,000  00 

77,503  63 

Circulation^. .  • 76^4  00 
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State  Bank  at  SaugertieSf  Saugertiei, 

New-York  State  stock,  5  per  cent., ....     $50,000  29 
United  States  stock,      6      "         ....        19,100  00 

169,100  29 

CSrculation, 69,098  00 

Bank  of  Syracuse^  Syracuse. 

Bonds  and  mortgages, $111,576  86 

New-York  State  stock,  5  per  cent., ....       20,000  00 

«  «  6      «         ....       60,000  00 

United  States  stock,      5      "         ....         5,000  00 

«  «  6      «         ....       30,000  00 

Michigan  «  6       «  ....        60,000  00 

276,576  86 

Circulation, 275,205  00 

Bank  of  Silver  Creeky  Silver  Creek. 

Bonds  and  mortgages, $36,790  00 

New-York  State  stock,  5  per  cent., ....        15,000  00 

«  «  5J    «         ....         6,000  00 

«  «  6      "         ....        13,000  00 

Illinois  «  6      «         ....        20,000  00 

90,790  00 

Circulation,  81,103  00 

Bank  of  Saratoga  Springs^  Saratoga  Springs. 

New-York  State  stock,  5  per  cent., . . . .  $46,757  00 
**  «  5J    «         ....  2,000  00 

«  «  6      «         ....  1,700  00 

Cadi  in  deposite, 20,000  00 

70^57  00 

Circulation, 70,457  00 

Syracuse  City  Bank,  Syracuse. 

New- York  State  stock,  6  per  cent.,   . .      $50,000  00 

Umted  States        «        5      «         ....       51,700  00 

^  «       6      "         ....         5,(K)0  00 

106,700  00 

Circulation, 100,000  00 

SuUivan  County  Bank,  Monlicello. 

Bonds  and  mortgages,  ..............      $24,900  00 

New-York  State  stock,  6  per  cent. ,. . .        23,259  69 
«  «  6      **         ....  3,000  00 

61,159  69 

Circulation,  .  •  • 50^00  00 
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Unadilla  Bank^  Unaditta. 

New-York  State  stock,  6  per  cent.,. ...   ,  $28,900  00 

"  «*  6i    «         ....        15,000  00 

"  "  6      «         ....        56,600  00 

UHitcd  States  stock,      5      «         ....        10,000  00 

"  «  6      «         ....        50,000  00 

$160,500  00 

Circulation, 160,500  00 

TJHca  CUy  Bank^  Utica. 

Bonds  and  mortgages, $43,478  00 

New-York  State  stock,  6  per  cent., ....      100,000  00 
United  states  stock,      6      «         ....        10,000  00 

153,478  00 

Circulation, 153,474  00 

Bank  of  Utica,  Utica. 

New-York  State  stock,  6  per  cent.,, . . .     $10,500  00 
United  States  stock,       6      «<*         . . . .  •    10,800  00 

21,300  00 

Circulation, 21,000  00 

Bank  of  Vernon^  Vernon.  . 

Bonds  and  mortgages, •  •  •  •  •      $10,550  00 

New- York  State  stock,  5  per  cent. , ,  • . .       70,000  00 

80,550  00 

Circulation,   80,537  00 

*  Village  Bank,  Randolph. 

United  States  stock,  6  per  cent., $5,000  00 

Cash  in  deposite, • . .  6,851-  00 

^       11,851  00 

Circulation, 11,845  GO 

Watertovm  Bank  and  Loan  Company,  Watertovm. 

Bonds  and  mortgages, $30,561  00 

New- York  State  stock,  5  per  cent, 4,000  00 

^'  .  «        5i      «         ...•     11,000  00 

United  States         «        5        "         ....     15,000  00 

60,561  00 

Circulation, 59,996  00 

Woosier  Sherman^s  Bank,  Watertoum. 

Bonds  and  mortgages, •• •  ••  $25,733  00 

New-York  State  stock,  6  per  cent, 13,047  18 

"  "6        "         ....       5,000  00 

United  States        «       6        *^        ....       8,000  00 

51,780  18 

Circulation, .  51,774  00 

•Oiven  notice  of  cloting  butinetf. 
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White^9  Bmk  of  Buffalo^  Buffalo. 

New-York  State  stock,  6  per  cent, $45,575  00 

Circulation, 45,566  00 

White  Plains  Bank,  JVaples. 

Bonds  and  mortgages, • $6,738  69 

New-Yoik  State  stock,  5  per  cent, 15,630  90 

«  «        5J      "         ....      4,000  00 

«  «        6       "         ....     24,000  00 

Umtcd  States,       «        5       "         ....     23,84125 

Cashb  deposite, 10,161  00 

84,361  84 

Circulation,.. 83,056  00 

Washington  County  Bank,  Union  village. 

Bonds  and  mortgages, / $29,031  00 

Illinois  State  stock,  6  per  cent, 60,000  00 

Cash  in  deposite, •* 250  00 

79,281  00 

Circulation, 58,759  00 

Bank  of  Watertovmj  Waiertown. 

Bonds  and  mortgages $20,189  20 

Arkansas   State  stock  6  per  cent....        39,000  00 
nimois  State  <^     6        «        ....  1,000  00 

60,189  20 

Circulation 26,932  00 

Bank  of  Waierville,  Waierville. 

Bonds  and  mortgages $23,020  00 

New-York  State  stock  5  per  cent....       35,280  00 

«  «      5J     «       ....         4,000  00 

«  «      6        «       ....  4,000  00 

United  States  «       6        «       ....        12,000  00 

Illinois  State  «      6       «       ....        30,000  00 

108,300  00 

Circulation 102,664  00 

Bank  of  Whitestoum,  Whitestoum. 

Bondsand  mortgages $23,750  00 

New-York  State  stock  5  per  cent....       50,000  00 

.«  «      5i      «       ....  2,000  00 

«  "      6        «       ....  5,000  00 

United  States         «      6        «      ....  8,000  00 

88,760  00 

Circulation 88,760  00 
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Bank  of  WedJUld,  Westfidd. 

Bonds  and  mortgages |4,150  00 

Kew-York  State  stock  5  per  c6nt....       61,000  00 

Circulation •       bt 

*  Wart  en  County  Bank,  Johnsburgh. 

Cashin  deposits. •••  •••• •••• •.••••        16 

Circulation.  .•••.•••••.••••• 16 

Western  Bank,  WcLshington  county. 

Bonds  and  mortgages, • « •  • $54,855  00 

New- York  State  stock,  6  per  cent,  . .  • .     29,407  81 

"  «        6        «        ...•      5,480  00 

United  States        «        5        "        ....       1,200  00 

«  «        6        «        ....     23,500  00 

110, 

Circulation, '. 110,1. 

>^  Western  Bank  of  Lockport^  Lockport^ 

Bonds  and  mortgages, 810,642  00 

New-York  State  stock,  6  per  cent, 13,000  00 

United  States  "5        «         ....     10,000  00 

"  •<      6        «         ....     12,500  00 

46,142  00 

Circulation, 27,000  00 

*Wdter  Joy's  Bank,  Buffalo. 

Cash  in  deposite, 4,680  01 

Circulation, 2,111  00 

•  Given  notice  of  cloiincr  business. 
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STATE  OF  NEW-YORK, 

cptroller's  Office, 
Albany  y  May  1,  1850. 


Comptroller's  Office,         ? 


In  pursaance  of  the  act  entitled  ^^  An  act  to  provide  for  a  final  dis- 
tribution of  the  funds  held  by  the  Comptroller  belonging  to  the  credi- 
tors of  insolvent  banks  and  bankers,"  passed  April  10,  1850  : 

Notice  is  h'ereby  given  to  the  holders  of  the  circulating  notes  issued 
by  the  following  insolvent  banks,  that  the  circulating  notes  of  said 
banks  outstanding  must  be  presented  at  this  office  for  payment  with- 
in nz  mouths  from  this  date ;  and  that  any  of  such  circulating  notes 
which  shall  not  be  presented  within  the  time  thu^  specified,  wiU  cease 
to  be  a  charge  or  claim  upon  the  funds  of  said  banks  remaining  in 
the  hands  of  the  Comptroller. 

The  holders  of  said  notes  will  receive  the  amount  herein  specified, 
on  presenting  the  same  to  Daniel  B.  St.  John,  Chief  Register  of  the 
Free  banjdng  deparment. 

Name  of  Banki.  Seenred  by  JEtedemptioiu 

Allegany  County  Bank,.  • .  Stocks  and  bonds  and  mortgages,  60  cts. 

•      do        do        do     ...Stocks, • 36 

Bank  of  America,  Buffalo,  .Stocks  and  bonds  and  mortgages,  76 

do        do        do     ..  .Stocks, • 78 

Bankof  Commerce,  Buffalo,  Stocks, • 76 

Bank  of  Lodi, Stocks  and  bonds  and  mortgages,  97 

do         do    Stocks, 83 

Bank  of  Olean, •  •  •  •  •  Stocks  and  bonds  and  mortgages,  74 

do         do     Stocks, 87 

Bank  of  Tonawanda, Stocks, 68 

Bank  of  Western  N.  York,  Stocks, 75 

Binghamton  Bank, Stocks  and  bonds  and  mortgages,  74 

do  '  do     .Stocks,  • •.   ••  79 

Cattaraugus  County  Bank,. Stocks  and  bonds  and  mortgages,  77 

do  do        do    .Stocks,.  ••.. 86 

Chelsea  Bank,  New-York, .  Stocks, 26 

Citj  Trust  and  Banking  Co.Stocks, Par. 

Erie  County  Bank, Stocks  and  bonds  and  mortgagas,  60  cts. 

do    do  do      Stocks, ••72 

Fanners'  Bank  Orleans,.  ..Stocks  and  bonds  and  mortgages.  Par. 
Farmers'  Bank,  Seneca  co..  Stocks  and  bonds  and  mortgages,  74  cts. 
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Farmers'  Bank,  Seneca  co,.Stock8, Par. 

lYms'  &  Drov'rs  B'k  Erie  co.Stocks. • . . .  Par. 

Mechanics'  Bank,  Buffalo,..  Stocks  and  bonds  and  mortgages,  63  cts. 
Merchants'  Ex.  B'k,  Bufialo.Stocks  and  bonds  and  mortgages,  65 

do  do  do      Stocks, .81 

Millers'  Bank,  Clyde, Stocks  and  bonds  and  mortgages,  94 

do        do         do      ....Stocks, Par. 

New-York  Banking  Com'py  Stocks, 42  cts. 

Phenix  Bank,  Buffalo, Stocks  and  bonds  and  mortgages,  73 

State  Bank  of  N. Y.,  Buffalo.Stocks, 30 

Staten  Island  Bank, Stoeks  and  bonds  and  mortgages,  56 

St.  Lawrence  Bank, Stocks  and  bonds  and  mortgages,  50 

do  do     Stocks, 32 

Teirth  Ward  Bank, Stocks, 94 

Union  Bank,  Buffalo, Stocks,.  •  ••• • •  •  •  81 

United  States  Bankf  Su£bIo.Stock6and  bonds  and  mortgages,  77 

WASHINGTON  HUNT, 
Comptroller. 
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STATEMENT 

Showing  the  amount  of  Auction  duty  paid  by  each 
auctioneer,  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  September 
30,  1850. 

Clark  Lewis,.  •  •  •  •  • ••••••  Albany, . 

Dawley  La'vrson,. •    ••..••.         " 

Rt^atrick  F.J,,. « 

Homer  W.  P., '      " 

MonellJ.  D...... « 

ParkeS.M., •< 

Payne  W.L., *       «       ' 

Pillsbury  L.  a, « 

Ranaom  J.  D., " 

Tan  Alstyne  T.  W., «^ 

Cole  James, Brooklyn, 

Hegeman  Joseph, "  ........ 

ToddR.J., •       « 

Tandewater  J.  t., <^  

FleirshamL.  H., Buffalo, '. 

FordW.G., " 

Fuller  J.  a...... •  "  ........ 

Hutchinson  James, • . . .  •         ^^  •  •  • 

Ly on  E.  R . , , «  

PWodL.K., «  

Smcdley  J.  D., "  

Staring  John, .....    ., ^*  

WelchS.M., " 

Sears  Peter, Newbufgh, 

B^ght  Hiram, .••.••  '  Poughkeepsie, .... 

Macay  Isaac^ "  ........ 

Alien  Hiram,.  •  • . • •  Rochester, 

Scrantom  Edwin, •        "  _   _ , 

FostcrCW., •  T!few-York, 11,416  44 

Franklin  Wm.  H., " 

Gilbert  Warren,, ,....         " 

Greenough  Walter, " 

[Assembly  No.  9.]  9 


$19  10 

7  38 

17 

5  91 

6  43 

1  45 

10  79 

10  25 

4  94 

0  40 

12  08 

3  18 

1  12 

115  81 

4  50 

5  00 

1  00 

1  00 

11  00 

31  36 

22  19 

2  00 

17  41 

2  50 

2  60 

2  26 

1  00 

3  00 

1,416  44 

48  44 

5  33 

1,138  20 
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GribbinWm., New-York, 

Groot  John  R.,  ....•• 

Haydock  Robt, • 

Hill  Horatio, 

Hoffman  L,  M., •  •  •  •  • 

HoguetH.  L., « 

Ingraham  S.  P., • 

Keese  John, «' 

EempR.  C, 

Kerrigan  M., « •  ^ 

Kimball  N.  P., -^.v 

Kobbe  Wm.,  . . « 

Leeds  H«  H«|  tfv*«*v»w»tf*#«<«^* 

Lcvison  John, • 

McCormick  W., 

McElwain  J.  G., <* 

AlcLaughlin  W.  G., •  ■  *^        •  . .' 

Merwin  A.  M., ••••••••'  **'          •• 

MintumT.  R., ♦^        *  .. 

Mooney  Ben, ^  .    .  «.  . .      .^  ^ 

Mor^n  Homer, .  • *  ^'         •  • 

Morris  Mic, •  • .  • '  ^         '  .  • 

Walker  Ebenezer, u 

Lee  Joshua  H., •••••.-  Syracuse*,  •  • 

Phinnjey  L.  O., *« 

Newell  F.T.,  ..; Morrisyille, 

,  Ackley  Wm.,. . .  • Troy,  .•.-.. 

Ashley  Lot «^     . ... . 

Allendorf  Wm., •  ^      '    .. 

Lawrence  John, *  ^ 

Lewis  Chester,  • .  •  • •  << 

McMurray  M., *^ 

Backus  W.W., :...  Utica,       .. 

BrooksB.  F., •* 

feeler  Thomas, Watertown, 

Austin  John  H., New-York, 

jjaKer  rv.  Ju,>,  •.•..•..••...•..«  .. 

BellThomas, " 

Belts  Johns., <♦ 

Boyle  Terence, .* .  *• 

BrownJ.W., 't" 

Bushnell  Sam, •      «•      •    .. 

Cady  Jesse, "' 

CalahanJ.  H., ;  « 

Cassidy  Chris, <<• 

Chilton  B,  A., « 

Davidson  W.  J., « 


«»•«•  .*tf«»rf 


1  66 

21  67 

836  34 

3  93 

23,952  28 

1,832  79 

1  63 
76  90 

163  00 

0  19 

0  33 

3,083  89 

6M  17 

31  44 

2  47 
t  73 

16  46 
0  99 
574'  14 
474-  92 
108  ar? 
199  30 

3  47 
10  00 

9  92 

0  94 
2  75 
X  28 

7  18 

2  14 

1  23 
1  74 
0  13 

8  00 

0  43 
6,713  67 

38  06 

1  79 
2,333  63 

3  24 
21  11 
^37  50 

15  38 
30  06 

16  83 
64  08 
89  94 
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Draper  Simeon, New-York,. 

Damoot  W.  M., "           . 

Mount  Andrew,. .-. " 

MttllerA.H., '♦ 

NashD.  D., « 

Hewcomb  W., " 

Kewmark  J., <' 

(Mdfield  F.  H.  H., « 

(Wood  Sam'l, " 

hdcwdL.  B « 

hifaDavid, « 

?«UWalden, « 

PenyB.A-, « 

ftilipaW.  G.,....;.. '.  «' 

PolhemuB  James, ^ 

loeersG.W.  H., « 

loaderow  John,  ..........';...- -  ° '^ 

lyanC.H., « 

SdnsH.  L.,...: « 

SockbgA.Y., « 

TaigeeJ.  L.,....^ i..  '* 

Topping  Wm.,  ..  * i u    ■ 

Warren  E.  J...... «          . 

WarrenO., " 

Wilmerding  G.  G., "■ 

Tan  Hottten  P.  S., '^ 


6,399  42 
88  41 

7,082  72 
39  33 

2  65 

0  41 

2  34 

1  10 

3  81 

»96. 

76  61 

2,924  69 

12  09 

43  66 

4  64 

86  39 

1,175  57 
9  19 

6  83 

10  94 

0  60 

1,462  04 

9^461  02 
225 

4,889  25 
7  37 

Total ;., $85,909  69 
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Mfrtd  R.  Booths  agent  of  Sing  Sing  Prison,  in  account  leith  the 
State  of  JfeuhYork. 

1849.  *  DR. 

Oct.  1.    To  balance  brought  forward. |13,336  1 1 

To  cash  received  from  the  following  sources 
during  the  year,  viz  : 

From  State  Treasury, ...•.       41^87  50 

Carpet  contract, $8^87  97 

Lime  contract, •  • .  •  3,781  02 

Cooper  contract,.  • .  •  •  • 592  00 

Sadlery  and  hardware,  ••••..  6,345  68 

File  contract, 10,734  45 

Hat  contract, 10,577  22 

Button  contract, ••••••  807  59 

Railroad  contract, 1,148  29 

Boot  and  shoe  contract, 116  30 

Cabinet  contract, 369  13 

Swill  contract,. ...    222  79 

Stone  shop  and  quarries, 4,965  24 

Provisions, 3,013  08 

Convicts'  deposites, 159  65 

Oil  and  fuel, 110  48 

Rents,  (house  and  farm,)  ....  297  06 

United  States  convicts, ......  284  25 

Convict  labor, 554  45 

Visitors, 309  25 

Discharged  convicts,  ..••••..  13  25 

Naval  hospital, 221  49 

Trans,  com.  to  Auburn,  .....  64  68 

James  Homer,  (old  account,)  75  37 

Error  corrected,  &c., 128  70 

63,479  39 

108^03  00 

1850.  :======» 

Oct.  1.    To  balance  brought  down $12,574  36 
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CR. 
1849. 

KoT.  1.     By  escpenditures  in  October, .  •  •  • 14,360  43 

Dec.  1.                     do             NoTember, 4,684  04 

Jan.  1.                     do             December, 6,879  09 

Feb.  1.                     do            January, 3,090  86 

Karch  1.                  do            February, 4,218  32 

iprill.                     do            March, 11,183  06 

May  1.                     do             April, 8,617  64 

Itmeld.                   do            May, 13,29187 

July  16.                   do            June,. .  •  •  •  •  • 6,614  70 

iag.20.                   do            July, 12,232  86 

Sept20.                   do            August, 11,419  90 

Oct.  6.                     do            September, 11,233  69 

Error  corrected,  •  •  •  • 2  20 

.     Balance  carried  down, ..•.....•  12,674  36 

1106,403  00 
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Henfjf  Undenoooi,  loU.AgWt^  mnd  "Benjamin^  Ashhy,  present  ^gant, 
qf  Unburn  Prismi  in  ticcdtr*i<'W&A  the  SMe  of  JfeuhY^k. 

"!..'      .   .'..    DR^ 
^849:efct.  1.  -To  baiaHee  br©Mgfct  ftnrward,  .  ^•^ . .  • .      $10,837  80 
'  c^*  amount  reoeiyed  from  the  following 

•  ^    •  sources*  dvmg  the  year,  tie : 
*FromK)ebiBetsk9p,«.«.r«       $7^285  34 
-  ('    tool  flkep.  ......  69666  62 

.^  maohinfettiop, .-.  5,ft20  80 
•  tf  carpet  shop,.-.-.-.^  28^92  16 
.<«'. -shoe  shop, WW.  7,87697 

«     coopers' shop,....         2,916  76 

«     hame  shop, 6,743  46 

«     rations, 1,389  40 

"     building  &  repairs,  374  59 

«'     firewood,  oil,  &c.,  172  66 

«     visitors, 1,7.10  73 

"     prison, 788  46 

<<     convicts'  deposites  111  28 

68,737  31 


79,575  11 


1850,  Oct.  1.  To  balance  brought  down, $8,409  04 

CR. 

1849,  Nov.  20.  By  expenditures  for  October, $6,234  1 2 

Dec.  20.                  "               November, 4,274  90 

1850,  Jan.  21.                  "                December, 7,687  39 

Feb.  18.                   "                January, 4,849  23 

Mar.    2.                   "                February, 7,126  04 

April  15.                  "               March, 7,271  48 

May  15.                  "               April, 3,868  81 

June  15.                  «                May, 6,258  17 

July  15.                  "               June, 3,687  43 

Sept.  30.                  «               July, 4,489  50 

Sept.  30.                  "               August, 6,358  4 1 

Nov.    5.                  "               September, 9,058  59 

April   1.  By  cash  paid  into  treasury,  to  balance 

difference  in  accounts, •  2  OO 

By  balance  carried  down, 8,409  04 

$79,575  11 
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George  Thioop,  late  Agent  and  Itaac  JV.  Comstoek  present  Agent  of 
Clinton  Priton  in  account  toith  the  State  tf  Kew-York. 


1849. 
Oct.    1. 


»*«tt«**«^**4 


To  bfilance  due  the  State. 

cash  from  State  Treasury  during  the  year 

sales  of  PriaoA  in  Oct.,  Nov.  and  DeC| 

**  "      from  Jan.   1st.  to  Sept. 

30th  1850  , 

Balance  carried  down, • 


12,922  07 

24,723  01 

4,222  19 

8^379  76 
126  42 

$40,373  45 


1849.  ^'^• 

Nov.    1.     By  am't  charged  Ransom  Cooke,  to  balance 

his  account • $130  60 

paid  R.  Cooke  for  use  of  machinery 
&c.,  charged  George  Throop  27 
ApriK  1848  erroneously,  both  of 
the  above  being  special  appro- 
priations   •« ,  2>,545  98 

deducted  for  gold  pens  and  oor- 

rected  in  May  receipts, 3  00 

30.         expenditures  for  October 2,180  07 

Dec  20.                 <<                 November 2,368  96 

1850. 

Jan.  18.                  <<                  December 2,270  ^ 

Feb.    9.                 "                 January 3,50160 

Mar.  22.                  "                  February 2^98  64 

AprU25.                 •*                  March 1,915  62 

Iday    9.                  «                  April 6,273  13 

June  16.                  *<                  May.... 6,64186 

July  20.                  "                  June 2,000  22 

Aug,  20.                 «                 July 2,643  88 

Sept.20.                  "                  August 1,982  74 

Oct  31.                  "                  September 3,116  91 

40,373  46 

Oct.  1.    By  balance  brought  down...*.. 126  4? 
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December  6ih,  1850. 

Daniel  Stewart^  Commissioner,  reports  to  the  Comptroller  of  the 
State  of  New-York,  as  required  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature,  of  the 
State  of  New-York,  passed  April  11,  1849,  to  provide  for  improving 
the  npper  waters  of  the  Hudson  river.  (Daniel  Stewart,  Jeremy 
Rockwell  and  Jacob  Parmeter,  Commissioners.) 

There  was,  as  will  show  by  last  year's  report. 

Cash  in  my  bands, $755  80 

By  sales  of  drills,  &c., •  • . .  19  73 

$775  53 

Expended  above  Barber's  dam,  on  third  section, $575  93 

Cash  on  hand, • 202  60 

$775  53 

On  hand  285  lbs  crowbar, 
197  ^  •  drills, 
16  steel  hammers. 
About    25  lbs  powder, 
250  feet  fuse, 

State  ofJV'euhYotk^  ss :  Daniel  Stewart,  being  sworn,  says  that  the 
preceding  report  contains  a  correct  statement  of  the  amount  expend- 
ed by  him,  as  one  of  the  Commissioners,  for  improving  the  upper 
waters  of  the  Hudson  river,  including  ten  days  services,  and  that 
there  is  now  in  his  hands  applicable  to  ute  said  work  two  hundred  and 
two  dollars  and  sixty  cents. 

DANIEL  STEWART, 
Sworn  before  me,  this    } 
10th  Dec,  1850,       J 

Philip  Phelps,  Dep.  Comp. 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


(S.) 

To  the  HonaraUe  Washington  HurUj  Comptroller : 

Sir  : — As  one  of  the  CommissioDers  (named  in  section  1,  chapter 
406,  Laws  of  1849,)  for  improving  the  upper  waters  of  the  Hudson 
river,  and  pursuant  to  section  3,  of  the  said  chapter,  which  requires 
the  said  Commissioners  to  report  their  proceedings  to  your  depart- 
ment, I  would  respectfully  submit  the  following,  to  wit : 
That  the  amount  of  money  in  my  hands,  December  1, 

1849,  as  per  report  of  that  date,  was, $204  16 

Amount  drawn  from  Treasury,  September  19,  1850..  1,000  00 

11,204  16 
That  there  has  been  expended  in  improvements,  men- 
tioned in  the  said  law,  as  per  vouchers  in  my  pos- 
session,   • 422  60 


Leaving  the  balance  unexpended  in  my  hands, $781  66 

The  past  season  has  been  unfavorable  to  some  extent  for  making 
said  improvements,  as  contemplated  by  the  law.  The  streams  have 
been  considerably  swollen  by  heavy  falls  of  rain,  and  did  not  subside 
as  much  as  was  desirable  until  late  in  the  month  of  September  last, 
leaving  but  a  limited  time  to  operate  in)  previous  to  the  setting  in  of 
the  fall  rains. 

The  expenditures  have  been  made  on  one  of  the  west  branches  of 
the  Hudson  river,  passing  through  a  wilderness  country,  some  dis- 
tance from  any  settlement.  For  this  reason  it  was  thought  advisable 
to  operate  with  fewer  men.  This,  together  with  the  unfavorableness 
of  the  season,  will  account  for  the  small  amount  expended  the  past 
year. 

I  am,  sir,  your's  with  much  respect, 

JACOB  PARMERTER, 

Commissioner, 
Dated,  Korth  Hudson,  JVw.  30, 1850. 

Ewca;  County,  ss  :  Jacob  Parmerter,  being  duly  sworn,  deposeth 
^d  says  the  facts  set  forth  in  the  foregoing  report  are  true. 

JACOB  PATIMETER, 

Commissioner. 
Sworn  and  subscribed,  this  30th  day   ? 
of  November,  1850,  before  me,       J 

Benajah  Pomd,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
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Hon  Washington  Hunt, 

Comptroller  of  the  State  a/Jfew-Torh 

.  Sir  :-^Tibe  underaigiied  coBunisaboers  Cor  the  improTement  of 
Racket  River,  lespectfully  report ; 

That  in  June  and  July  last  they  made  repeated  and  ninute  Burveys 
and  explorations  of  the  river,  from  this  village,  (Potsdam  in  thecountj 
of  St  Lawrence)  to  Tupper's  Lake  ia  the  county  of  Fraaklini  and 
settled  the  points  at  v^hidi,  and  the  kind  of  improvement  to  be  made. 
The  freshet  in  July  delayed  the  letting  of  the  v^ork  until  August. 
The  work  has  been  chiefly  done  by  Messrs.  Townsend  &  Pierce,  and 
although  the  season  v^as  too  far  advanced  for  safely  undertaking  a 
work  of  this  magnitude,  and  spread  over  a  distance  of  fort]^  five  miles, 
and  a  portion  entirely  beyond  the  settlements,  yet  competition  for  the 
work  brought  the  price  to  a  reasonable  rate,  and  fortunately  the 
Autumn  has  been  quite  favorable  to  them,  so  that  with  Ihe  exception 
of  the  booms,  all  Uie  dams  and  piers  as.  specified  in  schedules  1  fc  2, 
have  been  completed  and  accepted,  except  two  dams,  which  one  of 
the  Commissioners  had  doubts  about,  :and  required  aod  obtained  from 
the  contractor,  la  guaranty  that  it  veould  aosvirer  the  purpose,  and 
sustain  itself  against  the  spring  freshets. 

The  contract  price  for  the  dams  was  one  dollar  per  lineal  foot,  for 
a  dam  six  feet  iiigh,  and  one  dollar  and  three  quarters  per  lineal  foot 
for  a  pier  six  feet  high  by  eight  feet  wide  ;  these  were  constructed 
with  timber,  and  fill^  in  solidly  vnUi  stone. 

In  the  progress  of  the  work,  it  was  thought  expedient  to  enlarge 
both  dams  and  {^iers,  and  thus  the  cost  of  the  whole  has  somewhat 
exceeded  the  estimate  made  in  the  outset.  The  booms  are  to  be  com- 
pleted by  the  15th  of  February  next.  Should  these  he  finished  ac- 
cording to  contract,  the  river  will  have  been  rendered  safe  and  navi- 
gable for  lo^8,from  Atwater's  mills  in  Norfolk,  the  point  of  beginning 
as  specified  in  the  law,  to  within  three  miles  of  Piercefield  Falls,  a 
distance  of  sixty  thr^e  miles.  The  obstacles  to  the  passage  of  logs 
down  this  river,  do  not  arise  from  virant  of  water  to  float  them,  or  the 
falls  which  abouvd  in  the  lower  half  of  the  river,  although  three  of 
these  have  rec^uired  an  outlav ;  but  to  the  varying  width  of  the  stream 
which  expanding  in  many  places,  with  always  one,  and  often  four  or 
five  islands,  renders  it  too  shallow  to  float  logs  past  them  m  the  highest 
freshets.    Hundreds  of  valuable  logs,  the  record  of  abortive  attempts 
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io4nv%  then^  are  9tzanded  at  these. points,  axul  indicate  at  ODce  the 
obstaole  and  the  meaosto  oTeroome  it.  It  is  at  these  and  similar 
poiots,  that  MroQg  and  substantial  dams  and  piersy  haye1)eeQ  placed 
which  by  confining  the  water  tp  pne  channel^  when  divided  by  an 
island,  or  narrovmg  Us  led  when  too  wide ;  will  it  is  believed  render 
the  water  of  sufficient  dq)ti),  and  overcome  the  chief  di£Bculty  to  the 
drivbg  of  logs  in  this  river*  It  is  estivated  that  from  seven  to  ten 
millions  of  feet  of  pine  lumber,  will  be  sent  to  tide  water  through  the 
Champlain  canal  next  year,  more  than  would  have  been  sent  but  for 
this  improvement;  and  if  it  i^s  extended  no  further,  an  increased 
quantity  from  year  to  year  would  be  sent  forward. 

But  it  is  hoped  its  mfluence  will  be  felt  seventy  or  eighty  miles 
beyond,  when  the  appropriation  for  next  year  is  expended,  reaching 
lands  owned  by  the  State,  which  it  cannot  be  doubted  will  be  eagerly 
sought  for  by  the  settler,  as  well  as  the  lumberman. 

Already  on  the  line  of  our  improvements,  27,000  acres  of  land  have 

Ced  from  the  hands  of  proprietors,  to  whom  they  have  heretofore, 
a  grievous  burthen  to  the  hands  of  men  who  will  improve  them, 
and  who  are  now  engaged  in  lumbering  upon  them,  and  who  will  not 
only  render  them  profitable  to  themselves  but  productive  of  revenue 
to  the  State.  The  lumberman  is  and  must  be  pioneer  of  the  settler 
upon  this  stream. 

With  his  pine  and  spruce  lumber,  the  settler  can  sustain  himself, 
until  he  can  clear  land  sufficient  to  support  himself,  and  perhaps  a 
family.  Active  and  enterprising  young  men,  in  our  vicinity,  are  al- 
ready looking  into  ihis  hitherto  unapproachable  wilderness  to  achieve 
to  themselves  permanent  homes. 

The  Commissioners  would  respectfully  suggest,  that  a  section  be 
added  to  the  law  passed  at  the  last  session  of  the  Legislature,  de- 
claring Racket  River  a  public  highway,  empowering  the  justices  of 
the  county  or  Supreme  court,  to  appoint  one  or  more  Commission- 
ers of  rivers,  in  the  several  counties  where  they  are  required",  with 
powers  similar  to  Commissioners  of  highways. 

This  improvement  of  necessity  passes  through  two  booms,  erected 
before  the  passage  of  the  law,  and  questions  may  arise  of  the  right  to 
pass  through  them,  and  the  right  has  been  and  is  now  questioned  at 
Colton  on  this  river. 

There  are  three  booms,  and  the  piers  sustaining  them,  yet  to  be 
constructed.  Their  cost  cannot  be  ascertained  until  they  are  done  and 
measured.     They  collectively  will  amount  to  about  $200  or  $250. 

The  Commissioners  have  confided  to  H.  Hewitt,  of  the  commisson 
the  disbursement  of  the  appropriation,  and  have  examined  his  account 
and  believe  it  to  be  correct.  It  appears  there  remains  in  his  hands 
$111.36,  which  will  be  applied  to  the'balance,  (if  any)  which  maybe 
found  due  to  Mr.  H.  Pierce,  and  towards  payment  for  the  above 
booms. 

The  Commissioners  confidentlv  believe  that  the  anticipations  of  the 
Legislature,  with  regard  to  the  benefits  to  result  to  the  State,  and  to 
that  portion  of  it  known  as  Northern  New-York,  will  be  abudantly 
realized}   when  the  river  shall  have  been  opened  to  its  sources,  and 


Digitize^  by 


Googk 


140  [Ami 

that  the  friends  of  the  bill  making  the  appropriation,  and  of  the  prin- 
ciple of  internal  improvement  involved  m  it,  will  perceive  additional 
evidence  of  its  adaptedness  to  the  true  interests  of  our  noble  State. 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

H.  HEWITT.  ) 

A.  T.  HOPKINS.       >  Comnuistoners. 
CHAS.  RUSSELL.     ) 
Potsdam^  JVcwem&er  ilst^  1850. 
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STATEMENT 

Of  stationery  purchased  during  the  year,  and  distributed 
to  the  several  departments. 

Amount  on  hand  at  last  account, #26  88 

Amount  purchased  during  the  year, 4,684  87 

To  balance  carried  down, 63  08 

$4,664  83 


Amount  furnished  for  the  Assembly, $2,368  35 

«                   "           Senate, 838  14 

«                   «            Comptroller's  office,  263  71 

«                   «            Secretary's      «  ..  266  07 

«                   «            Treasurei's      «  ..  103  63 

«                   «            At'yGeneral's"  ..  67  00 

«                   «            State  Eng'r's  «  ..  82  33 

u                   "            Canal  Department,.  118  65 

«                   "            Canal  Commis'ers,.  195  93 

«                   «            Canal  Appraisers,..  29  31- 

«                   «            Clerk  of  Appeals,..  117  01 

«                   «            Adj.  Gen'l's  office,.  26  01 

«                    «            State  Library, 40  96 

«                   «            Free  Bank  Depart't,  119  88 

«                   «            Inc'dBankDepart't,  47  96 

14,664  83 

Balance'  brought  down, $53  08 
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(  W.  ) 

STATEMENT 

Showing  the  amount  of  the  one-half  of  a  mill  tax  on 
the  valuaticms  of  1849,  in  each  county  erf  this  State, 
and  the  nett  proceeds  of  said  tax. 


CooAtiet. 


Albany, 

Allegany, 

Broome,  •  •  •  •  • 
Catturaugus, .  • 

Cayuga, 

Chautauque, .  • 
Chemung, . .  •  • 
Chenango,  . .  . 

Clinton, 

Ctilumbift,.  •• . 
Cortland,  . . . . 
Delaware,  • . . . 
Dutchess, . . . . 

Erie, 

Essex, 

Franklin,  .  • . . 

Fulton, 

Genesee,  •  •  •  • . 
Greene,  •  •  •  • . 
Hamilton, . .  • . 
Herkimer,.  •• , 
Jefferson,  ... 
Kings,..    ..., 
Lewis.  ...•••, 
Livingston,.  • , 
Madison,.  ••• . 
Monroe,  •  •  •  • 
Montgomery, 
New-Ydik,.. 
Niagara,  •••• 
Oneida,    •  •  •  • 
Onondagai  •  • 
Ontario,.  •••• 
Orange,   • .  •  • 


Amount  of  Tax. 

98j696  68 

1^98  93 

1,059  30 

1,912  29 

5,896  57 

2,662  12 

1,529  03 

2,147  81 

889  78 

4.614  87 

T,13l  09 

1,868  91 

9,695  31 

7,863  77 

805  33 

886  99 

623  27 

3,210  32 

1,373  46 

166  11 

3,248  14 

3,600  44 

19,957  79 

811  00 

5,361  74 

3,345  32 

7,593  59 

1,807  07 

128,098  57 

2,639  49 

6,431  33 

8,373  65 

6,918  23 

6,079  99 


186  97 


53  99 
25  91 
14  11 
21  12 

46  15 
9  62 

96  95 
34  10 

30  00 
12  08 

15  50 

33  34 

•935  70 

53  62 
33  45 
74  39 
18  07 
•7,685  91 
21  61 
63  17 
80  55 
69  17 
60  79 


Rett  Froeeadt. 
18,609  71 
1,898  93 
1,059  30 
1,912  29 
5,344  58 
2,636  21 
1,514  92 
2,126  69 
889  78 
4^68  72 
1,121  47 
1,868  91 
9,598  36 
7,829  67 
805  33 
886  99 
623  27 
3,180  32 
1,361  38 
166  11 
3,232  64 
3,566  90 
19,022  09 
811  00 
5,308  12 
3,311  87 
7,519  20 
1,789  00 
120,412  66 
2,617  98 
6,378  16 
8,293  10 
6,849  06 
■      6,019  20 
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Coaati60«  Amoont  of  Tax. 

Orleans, 2,521  65 

Oswego 3^59  42 

Otsego, 2,777  57 

Putnam, 1,646  91 

Queens, 5,800  16 

Rensselaer, 7,053  23 

Richmond, 951  84 

Rockland, 1,251  84 

Saratoga, 3,7©0  79 

Schenectady,  ....  1,556  20 

Schoharie,  ......  909  16 

Seneca, 3,098  96 

Steuben, 4,060  79 

St.  Lawrence, ....  1 ,793  81 

Suffolk, ,.•  3^047  80 

Sullivan, 778  72 

Tioga, 969  07 

Tompkins, 2,035  40 

Ulster, 2,718  35 

Warren, 511  65 

Wayne, 3,610  36 

Washington, 3,279  92 

Westchester,  ....  10,009  48 

Wyoming, 2,049  85 

Yates, 2,162  75 


Co>7  TcMa'i  Fee*. 

Rett  Proeeed*. 

26  21 

2,496  34 

7  42 

3^52  00 

27  78 

2,749  79 

16  47 

1,630  44 

58  00 

5,712  16 

70  52 

6,982  71 

9  52 

942  32 

12  52 

1,239  32 

37  01 

3,663  78 

15  56 

1,540  64 

9  09 

900  07 

30  66 

3,068  30 

29  93 

4,030  86 

1,793  81 

30  47 

3,017  42 

778  72 

9  69 

959  38 

20  36 

2,015  05 

15  68 

2,702  67 

611  65 

36  10 

3,574  26 

32  80 

3.247  12 

100  09 

9,909  39 

20  50 

2,029  35 

21  63 

2,141  12 

$334,555  96        $10,203  37        $324,852  69 

*ThMe  MUDS  Include  fire  per  cent,  upon  the  tmouvt  of  tax  for  collector's  fees* 
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TO  THE  TOWN  AND  WARD  ASSESSORS. 

CoMPTROLLEB.'8  OfFICE,     ) 

Albany,  June  15, 1860.  ^ 

Id  view  of  the  doubts  which  exist  in  some  localities  respecting  the 
construction  of  the  law  subjecting  banking  associatioos  and  individu- 
il  bankers  to  taxation  on  their  capital,  and  the  frequent  application 
to  this  Department  by  the  Assessors  for  instructions  to  guide  them  in 
ibe  discharge  of  their  duty,  the  Comptroller  deems  it  advisable  to 
sobmit  to  the  Assessors  some  suggestions  with  reference  to  the  proper 
ud  legal  mode  to  be  pursued  in  the  assessment  of  banking  coital. 

By  the  fourth  section  of  the  act,  chapter  419,  of  the  laws  of  1847, 
it  is  pTovided  that, 

^'All  individual  bankers  and  all  banking  associations,  which  are 
^'itow  or  shall  be  hereafter  engaged  in  the  business  of  banking,  under 
*'the  provisions  of  the  act  entitled  ^  An  act  to  authorize  the  business 
'^  of  Banking,'  shall  be  subject  to  taxation  on  the  full  amount  of 
'^actual  capital  paid  in,  or  secured  to  be  paid  in,  as  such  capital  by 
^'them  severally,  at  the  actual  market  value  of  such  securities,  to  be 
^  emmated  by  the  Comptroller,  without  any  reduction  for  the  debts 
^  of  such  individual  banker  or  banking  association.  But  in  no  case 
^  shall  the  capital  of  any  such  banking  association  or  individual  bank* 
'^er,  be  estimated  at  a  less  sum  than  tUk  amount  of  circulating  notes 
^deUvered  to  such  banking  association  or  individual  banker  and  not' 
^^  returned  to  the  Comptroller  ;  and  in  case  the  capital  of  such  bank- 
^^  ing  association  has  oeen  reduced  by  the  surrender  of  any  securities 
"  to  the  stockholders  thereof,  and  the  certificates  of  stock  held  on 
^account  of  such  securities  being  surrendered  to  such  banking  associ- 
^  ation  and  cancelled,  such  banking  association  shall  not  be  subject  to 
"  taxation  upon  such  part  of  its  capital.'' 

In  many  instances,  the  actual  capital  of  banking  associations  is 
l^er  in  amount  than  the  amount  of  securities  deposited  with  the 
Comptroller ;  and  in  such  cases  the  whole  capital  is  to  be  assessed 
without  reference  to  the  deposite  of  securities  in  this  office,  or  the  dp- 
culation  issued  thereon.  The  actual  capital  of  each  bank  may  be  as- 
certainej  from  the  statement  which  all  stock  corporations  are  required 
to  deliver  tff  the  assessors  by  the  provisions  of  title  4,  chap.  .13, 
P^  1,  Revised  Statutes,  or  from  the  quarterly  report  made  to  this ' 
office,  and  published  in  the  county  where  the  bank  is  located. 

The  law  of  1847  is  specially  applicable  to  bankers  and  associations 
^hich  have  deposited  securities  with  the  Comptroller  and  obtained 
<3rca]ation  to  an  amount  exceeding  their  nominal  capital.    In  all  such 
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cases,  the  actual  market  value  of  the  securities  deposited  here,  is  to 
be  adopted  by  the  assessors  as  the  amount  of  capital  liable  to  taxa- 
tion. That  tike  assessors  may  be  enabled  to  determine  with  accuracy 
the  amount  to  be  assessed  against  this  class  of  banks  and  bankers, 
the  Comptroller  furnishes  herewith  a  statement  showing  ihe  present 
market  value  of  the  securities  in  his  hands  and  the  circulation  issued 
thereon,  belonging  to  banks  whose  circulation  exceeds,  or  corresponds 
nearly  to,  their  capital.  The  st^eiaent  referred  to  will  be  enclosed 
to  the  assessors  of  the  proper  towns,  for  their  information.  If  the 
market  value  of  the  securities,  falls  below  tte  actual  Capital  as  re- 
ported, or  pc^lshedy  by  t^e  b^nk,  the  latter  is  to  be  assumed  by  the 
assessors  as  the  true  criterion.  When  the  amount  of  capital  liable  to 
taxation  has  been  ascertained,  whether  by  adopting  the  market  value 
of  the  securities .  held  by  the  Comptroller,  or  the  nominal  amount  as 
reported  by  the  bank,  tine  assessors  will  deduct  therefrom  the  cost  of 
all  real  estate  belcmging  to  such  bank,  in  the  manner  prescribed  by- 
section  6,  title  4,  chapter  13,  part  1,  Revised  Statutes.  Doubts  and 
controversies'  have  sometimes  arisen  as  to  the  extent,  and  in  what  ca- 
ses, banking  associations  and  individual  bankers  ikiay  justly  claim  a 
dedut3ti6n  from  their  taxjable*  capital  on  account  of  real  estate.  The 
24th  section  of  the  General  Banking  Law  (of  1838)  furnishes  a  cor- 
rect rule  for  the  government  of  the  assbsaors  in  this  respect.  Every 
bank  formed  under  the  general  la^,-  whether  belonging  to  an  associa- 
tion OF  an  individuill  banker,  may  oWn  and  hold  as  part  of  itis  capital : 

1.  Such  real  estate  as  shall  be  necessary  for  its  immediate  accom- 
modation in  the  convenient  transaction  of  its  business ; 

2^  Such  as  shall  be  conveyed  to  it  in  satisfiaction  of  debts,  previous- 
ly contracted  in  the  course  of  its- dealings ; 

3.  Such  as  it  shall  purchase  at  sales  under  judgments,  decrees  or 
mortgages,  held  by  the  bank. 

R^I  estate  owned  by  indiviAial  bankers  and  forming  no  part  of  the 
capital  of  the  bank,  and  not  coming  within  the  above  limitations, 
cannot  be  deducted  from  the  capital  of  the  bank  liable  to  assessment. 

In  the  assessment  of  banks  owned  by  individual  bankers,  they  should 
be  entered  on  the  roll  in  the  name  of  the  bank,  by  its  quasi  corporate, 
or  artificial  designation,  and  not  in  the  name  of  the  owner  or  owners. 
Such  banks  are  to  be  assessed  in  the  town  or  ward  where  the  banking 
office  is  located,  without  referen<;e  to  the  residence  of  the  owner  or 
owners.  In  cases  of  doubt  as  to  the  actual  location  of  any  bank, 
reference  should  be  had  to  the  certificate  of  location  on  file  in  the 
Comptroller's  Office. 

In  making  this  communication  to  the  assessors,  the  Comptroller 
feels  it  to  be  his  duty  to  call  their  attention  to  Uie  17th  section  of 
article  2,  title  2,  chapter  13,  part  1,  Revised  Statutes,  which  j^equires 
that  ^*all  real  and  personal  estate  liable  to  taxation,  ^he  value  of 
^^  which  shall  not  have  been  specified  by  the  affidavit  of  the  person 
^^  taxed,  shall  be  estimated  by  the  assessors  at  its  full  value,  as  they 
<^  would  appraise  tiie  same  in  payment  of  a  just  debt  due  from  a  sol- 
*«  vent  debtor." 

From  aotne  portions  of  the  State,  in  whiofa  property  it  estinuited  at 
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its  full  value,  serious  (and  it  is  apprehended,  well  founded,)  com- 
plaints have  been  made  to  this  Department,  that  in  other  sections  the 
legal  requirement  is  disregarded,  or  evaded  by  adopting  a  reduced  val* 
nation. 

The  practice  which  has  obtained  in  some  counties,  of  estimating 
property  at  one-third,  or  one-half  its  real  value,  however  sanctioneij 
bj  usage,  is  clearly  in  conflict  with  the  letter  and  design  of  the  law  ; 
and  by  many  it  is  justly  regarded  as  an  abuse  which  the  assessors 
are  called  upon,  by  the  highest  dictates  of  official  duty,  to  remedy. 

A  disregard  of  the  law  in  this  particular,  is  productive  of  gross  in- 
justice and  inequality.  In  regard  to  the  town  and  county  assess- 
ments, the  system  of  undervaluations  may  occasion  no  unfairness,  if 
the  towns  are  properly  equalized  by  the  supervisors ;  but  it  necessa- 
rily subjects  the  counties  whose  assessors  return  the  true  value  of  t^e 
property,  to  an  undue  proportion  of  the  State  tax.  The  plain  provis- 
ions of  the  law  should  be  faithfully  carried  into  effect,  <^  without  fear, 
fovor  or  affection,"  by  those  who  are  entrusted  with  its  execution. 

WASHINGTON  HUNT,  Comptroller. 
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State ;  the  number  of  acres  of  land  as« 
rate   of  taxation  on  each  dollar  of  the 


Dunt   of    State 
nd  county  tax- 


f91 ,500  00 
22,378  83 
15.340  42 


Amount  of  town 
taxes. 


9190,897  49 

13,590  34 

8.969  40 


Total  taxation. 


1282,397  49 
35,969  17 


Rate  of  taxes 
on  91,  Taln- 
ation,  SAills. 

16.9 
8.2 

11    A 
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I  ASSEMBLY,  JAN.  16,  185L 


REPORT. 

Of  the  committee  on  claims  on  the  petition  of  William 
Stemburgh  fcHr  relief. 

The  conmattee  on  Glaiin8»  to  wbiGh  was  referred  the  petition  of 
William  Stemburgh,  asking  the  Legislature  to  pass  a  law  authorising 
the  Canal  Board  to  re-examine  his  claim  for  labor  performed  and 
aaterials  fiumisbed  in  pursuance  of  his  contract  with  the  State,  da- 
ted August  28th,  1837,  for  the  construction  of  a  guard  lock  and  the 
ezcavatioD  of  a  portion  of  the  prism  of  the  Ocnesee  Valley  canal,  and  to 
Bake  him  sndi  additional  compensation  as  finom  the  evidence  ahcadj 
taken  by  them  shall  i^pear  just, 

REPORT : 

That  from  the  evidence  furnished  the  committee,  the  following 
bets  appear  :  That  on  the  28th  day  of  August  1837,  the  petitioner 
entered  into  a  contract  with  the  Canal  Commissioner  to  construct  a 
guard  lock,  and  do  and  perform  other  work  on  the  Genesee  Valley 
canal.  That  said  contract  was  taken  from  the  petitioner  before  the 
time  for  the  completion  of  the  work  contracted  to  be  done  had  ex- 
pired, for  reasons  not  fully  made  known  to  your  committee^  That 
the  petitioner  made  application  to  the  Legislature  in  1841  for  relief. 
That  on  the  26th  day,  of  May  1841,  the  Legislature  passed  a  law 
vhich  authorised  the  Canal  Board  to  examine  petitioner's  claim  *'  for 
^ork  and  labor  done,  and  materials  found  on  the  guard  lock  on  the 
Geaeasee  Valley  canal  in  the  year  1837  and  1838.''  That  said  act 
was  deemed  insufficient  by  the  Canal  Board  to  authorise  them  to 
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make  full  compensation  to  the  petitioner,  for  all  work  done  and  ma- 
terials furnished  in  pursuance  of  the  contract  of  August  28ihy  1837. 
That  on  the  11th  day  of  April  1842,  the  Legislature  passed  another 
law  authorising  the  Canal  Board  to  examine  the  claim  of  William 
Sternburgh  for  work  and  labor  done,  and  material  furnished  under 
his  contract  dated  August  28th  1837,  for  guard  lock  No.  1,  on  the 
Genessee  Valley  canal,  and  the  sections  of  canal  of  five  chains  each 
above  and  below  connected  therewith,  in  the  year  1837  and  1838, 
by  the  direction  of  any  engineer  in  the  employ  of  the  State,  and  to 
pay  him  such  additional  compensation  therefor  as  shall  seem  to  them 
just.  That  in  pursuance  of  said  last  mentioned  act,  a  hearing  was 
had  before  the  Canal  Board,  a  large  amount  of  testimony  taken,  and 
the  petitioner  was  awarded  the  sum  of  thirteen  hundred  dollars. 

It  appears  to  your  committee  that  at  the  time  the  award  of  the 
Canal  Board  was  made,  the  petitioner  complained  that  great  injus- 
tice was.  done  him  thereby,  that  he  was  desirous  of  appealing  from 
the  decision  of  the  Board,  and  of  getting  a  rehearing ;  but  he  was 
informed  by  those  whom  he  consulted  that  the  decision  of  the  Board 
was  final,  and  thereby,  through  his  ignorance  of  his  rights,  he  lost 
the  opportunity  allowed  him  by  the  law. 

Of  the  injustice  or  justice  of  the  award  made  by  the  Canal  Board, 
your  committee  are  not  prepared,  and  neither  would  it  become  them 
to  speak  with  }>erfect  confidence  ;  they  are  not  possessed  of  all  the 
testimony  taken  by  them  on  their  examination  of  the  claim,  and 
which  is  represented  in  their  report  made  to  a  former  committee  as 
very  voluminous,  amounting  to  near  150  folios. 

It  would  seem,  however,  that  there  was  a  discrepancy  in  the  esti- 
mate of  the  two  engineers  who  examined  the  work  ;  that  an  error 
was  made  by  one  of  them  against  the  petitioner,  which  error  as  al- 
leged by  the  petitioner,  has  never  been  wholly  corrected  ;  that  there 
was  a  wide  difference  in  the  estimates  of  different  persons,  on  the  cost 
of  the  labor  done  and  material  furnished  under  the  contract,  and  a 
still  greater  difference  between  the  amount  awarded,  and  the  amoimt 
claimed,  and  as  proved  by  any  of  the  estimates  made. 

The  petitioner  alleges  in  his  petition,  and  your  committee  believe 
the  fact  to  be  as  alleged,  that  in  his  endeavor  to  faithfully  fulfil  his 
part  of  the  aforesaid  contract  made  with  the  State,  he  has  sacrificed 
all  his  property,  lost  a  valuable  farm  worth  from  ten  to  fifteen  thou- 
sand dollars,  and  that  he  is  now  aged  and  entirely  dependent  upon 
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lis  daily  exertion  for  the  support  of  himself  and  family.  He  asks 
not  for  a  law  which  shall  necessarily  award  him  any  amount  large 
or  small.  He  asks  only  that  the  Canal  Board  may  examine  the  tes- 
timoDy  already  taken  and  in  their  possession  ;  give  him  a  rehearing 
OQ  that  testimony  and  award  him  such  a  sum  as  in  their  opinion 
would  be  just  and  equitable.  He  has  a  confidence  that  the  Board 
will,  from  such  an  examination  and  hearing,  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  aD  error  has  been  committed,  and  injustice  done  the  petitioner. 
Although  the  committee  are  not  prepared  to  concur  or  disagree  with 
the  petitioner  from  not  having  a  full  knowledge  of  all  the  facts  as 
they  appeared  before  the  Canal  Board,  stiU  they  have  come  to  the 
coDclosion  under  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  this  case,  to  recom- 
mend the  passage  of  a  law  in  accordance  with  the  prayer  of  the  pe- 
titioner, satisfied  that  by  such  a  law,  no  unjust  claim  or  demand  will 
or  can,  by  the  action  of  the  Canal  Board,  be  ever  allowed  the  pe- 
titioner. 

They  therefore  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  his  relief. 
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IN  ASSEMBLY,  JAI.  .15, 1851. 


REPORT 

Of  the  Committee  on  claims,  on  the  petition  of  Josiah 

S.  Kellogg. 

Mr.  Severance  from  the  committee  on  claims  to  'which  was  refer- 
red the  petition  of  Josiah  S.  Eell<^  for  relief, 

REPORTS: 

That  the  committee  have  examined  the  petition  and  accompanying 
documents,  and  find  that  when  the  route  of  the  Chenango  canal  was 
hid  out,  the  Ime  thereof  was  surveyed  and  staked  out  through  the 
lands  of  Jacob  Kellogg,  of  Itew  Hartford,  Oneida  county,  and  as  thus 
surveyed,  it  crossed  a  comer  of  the  front  yard  of  said  Kellogg,  taking 
less  than  half  an  acre  of  ground  and  crossing  the  public  highway 
nearly  in  front  of  his  house.  The  yard  was  filled  with  fruit  and  or- 
namental trees,  and  although  considerable  damage  would  have  result- 
ed from  the  adoption  of  this  route,  yet  m  consideration  of  the  small 
quantity  of  land  appropriated,  and  the  fact  that  an  assurance  was 
given  that  the  bridge  crossing  the  highway  would  be  located  nearly 
in  front  of  said  Kellogg's  residence,  he  assented  to  the  location  and 
executed  a  release,  in  the  usual  printed  form,  of  all  damages  to  the 
State. 

When  the  excavation  of  the  canal  commenced,  it  was  deemed  ex- 
pedient to  alter  the  route  at  this  point,  and  it  was  accordingly  alter- 
ed, and  carried  nearer  the  dwelling  of  said  Kellogg  by  the  whole 
width  of  the  canal,  obli^g  him  to  remove  one  of  his  buildings,  taking 
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over  two  and  a  quarter  acres  of  land,  destroying  a  small  orchard  of 
selected  grafted  fruit,  crossing  the  highway  some  distance  east  of  the 
house,  and  thus  bringing  the  bridge  at  an  inconyenient  distance  from 
the  house,  and  obliging  said  Kellogg  to  maintain  at  his  own  expense, 
a  road  to  the  bridge  from  his  house.  This  was  done  contrary  to  the 
wishes  and  against  the  remonstrances  of  said  Kellogg,  who  insisted 
that  his  release  was  not  applicable  to  thb  changed  state  of  facts,  and 
that  he  had  a  just«claim  for  damages  ,  which  have  never  been  accord- 
ed to  him.  The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  case  presents  s 
fair  claim  upon  the  State,  and  they  report  a  bill  directing  the  canal 
appraisers  to  ascertain  and  report  damages  accordmgly. 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


Sbtatt  ot  TXti^isWtorU^ 


saBaaeaaaiMB 


No.  18. 


E  ASSEMBLY,  JAI.  8,  185L 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

Of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  State  Nomial 

School. 

To  the  Legislature : 

Pursuant  to  the  proyisioDs  of  the  act,  chapter  311  of  the  Laws  of 
1844,  the  undersigned  have  the  honor  to  state  that  Doctor  T.  Romejn 
Beck,  has  been  appointed  one  of  the  Executiye  Committee  for  flie 
care,  management  and  government  of  the  Normal  School,  in  the 
place  of  the  Hon.  Samuel  Young,  deceased,  since  the  date  of  our 
list  report.  We  herewith  transmit  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Execu- 
tiTe  Committee  of  the  State  Normal  School^  which  has  been  receiv- 
ed and  approved  ;  which  report  contains  a  full  statement  of  the  re- 
ceipts and  expenditures  of  money  under  the  same  act. 

CHRISTOPHER  MORGAN, 

Superintendent  of  Common  Schools. 

Q.  Y.  LANSING,  Chancellor. 

Albany^  January  3d,  1860. 
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REPORT  . 


To  the  Staie  Superintendent  of  Common  Schools 

and  Regents  of  the  University  of  Jfeuh-York  : 

The  Executive  Committee  of  the  State  Nonnal  School, 

Rbspectfullt  Riport  : 

In  presenting  their  annual  report,  the  committee  beg  leave  to  give, 
imder  separate  heads,  the  several  points  which  seem  worthy  of  the 
notice  of  your  honorable  body. 

Mtend0$tce» 
The  following  table  will  show  the  number  of  pcqpils  in  each  term, 
.and  abo  the  number  and  sex  of  the  graduates. 


T«rm.  StoAtnts. 

First      1st  term, 98 

Ycttr,     2d  «  186 

Second  3d  "  197 

Year,     4th  «  206 

Third     6th  "  178 

Year,     6th  "  221 

Fourth  7th  "  198 

Year,     8th  «  208 

Fifth      9th  "  176 

Year,   10th  «  196 

Sixth    11th  «  - 223 

Year,    12th  "  219 

2303  276  218  494 

The  whole  number  of  pupils  who  have  enjoyed  the  advantages  ^f 
the  school,  for  a  longer  or  shorter  period,  is  1447.    From  the  aWe 


Graduaies. 

MU«.         FmmO*. 

ToM 

0             0 

0 

29             5 

Sf 

30           17 

ii 

37           26 

k 

27            19 

46 

37           26 

62 

26           26 

to 

17           29 

46 

22            21 

43 

19            18 

a7 

12           20 

32 

21            13 

34 
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table  it  will  also  be  seen,   that  the  number  of  students  has  been 
larger  daring  the  past  than  in  any  preceding  year.  See  appendix  (A.} 

CUutifiaUum  of  Students. 

The  school  is  divided  into  four  classes,  sub-juniors,  juniors,  sub- 
seniors  and  seniors,  making  a  two  years'  course  of  study.  These 
dasses  are  arranged  in  divisions  to  suit  the  convenience  of  recita- 
tions* The  relative  standing  and  advancement  of  the  pupils  will  be 
seen  from  the  following  table,  which  exhibits  the  classification  of  the 
226  students,  who  now  compose  the  school,  which  is  prosecuting  it» 
13th  term  : 

MmlM.  FenalM.  Total* 

Seniors, 18  18  36 

Sub-seniors, .•--  19  32  51 

Juniois, 20  68  78 

Sub-juniois, 20  41  61 

77  149 


Course  of  Study. 
The  following  is  the  course  of  study  for  the  school  ;    and  a 
thorough  acquaintance  with  the  whole  of  it,  on  the  part  of  the  male 
pupils,  is  made  a  condition  for  graduating  : 

SUB-JUNIORS. 
Beadtng, MtmdmtUU. 

Slcnentftry  Sounds  of  th«  L«tters>'. Page's  Normal  Chart. 

Writing. 

Goognphy and Oiitlin« Mapi^ MOteheU. 

InteUeetoal  Arithm«tie^ • Oolfmm, 

fil«m«ntai7  Arithmetic^ Ptrkku. 

Snglifh Orammtr, Brown. 

Historj, Wortutor. 

Xlementary  Algebra,  begun^ Porkint. 

JUNIORS.- 

InteUeetoal  Arithmetic, Colbwm. 

Etementarj  Arithmetic, Porkmt. 

High  Arithmetic,  begun, Porkimi. 

Geography  and  Map  Drawing, MUchM. 

Writing. 

lUementary  Sonndf  of  the  Letters Pago's  J»rmai  CharL 

Reading, Mand^viUo.  ^ 

History, Worcootor. 

Saglish  Grammar, Jlroiofi. 

fileaentary  Algebra, PorMmo. 
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8UB-8BNIOR8. 

Book-keapinir JVeflMi. 

EoirUsli  <3»mmar9  rtvltwtd, Brmm. 

Hiipber  ArithmetiCj  reviowed> P$rkini, 

GaomMrr^tixbooki, P$rkSn$. 

Voattitation&l  Law,  with  leleet  parts  of  th«  Statutes  of  >   Fowic'f  Bdmu  y  09v. 

this  State,  most  intiinatelj  oonnected  with  the  ri|phts  v     •nSnmii:  JUvUSi  M». 

and  duties  of  citizens, )      hilst. 

Drawing, 

Elementary  Algebra,  reviewed, P§rkin». 

Hatwal  Philosophj, OlmtM. 

PerspecUye  Drawing, UUur$$. 

M alhematical  Oeographj  and  Use  of  Globes, Ltdur€», 

SENIORS. 
Higher  Aigebra,  Chaps.  YII  and  Yllt,  (omitting  Multi- 
nomial Theorem,  and  Recurring  Series,) Ptrkiu. 

Plane  Trigonometrj,  as  contained  in Dopjst'  Lsgtnire, 

LandSurrejing, Da^Us. 

Sbetoric, LBctwru. 

I  to  English  Composition, Park$r, 

Physiology, CutUr. 

Astronomy, JloMasofi. 

Intellectual  Philosophy, AteraroniWs.  « 

Chemistry, SiUlmam, 

Agrlc«lt»«lCh«ni..ry. |  ^«SSSSW^S:g:,.r 

Moral  Philosophy, Waiyieni'B  SUmmUi  a^d. 

Art  of  Teaching, J-      PraeHu   if 


Webster's  Unabridged  Quarto  Dictionary  is  the  standard  in  the  Normal  School* 
Lessons  in  Vocal  Music  to  be  giyen  to  all. 

The  $aine  course  of  study,  omitting  tke  Higher  Algebra,  Plane 
Trigonometry,  Surveying  and  Astronomy,  must  be  attained  by  females, 
as  a  condition  of  graduating. 

Any  of  the  pupils  who  desire  further  to  pursue  mathematics,  are 
aUowed  to  do  so  after  completing  the  above  course  of  study. 

Pupils  on  entering  the  school  are  subjected  to  a  thorough  examina- 
tion, and  are  classified  according  to  their  previous  attainments.  The 
time  required  to  accomplish  the  course  depends  upon  the  attainments 
and  talents  of  the  pupil. 

During  the  piist  year,  the  committee  have  revised,  with  great  care^ 
the  course  of  study  :  it  was  found  that  too  much  time  had  been  spent 
on  some  subjects  to  the  neglect  of  others  which  were  believed  to  be 
of  more  importance  to  the  teachers  of  common  schools ;  hence 
several  changes  have  been  made,  so  that  greater  attention  might  be 
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paid  to  book-keepingi  history,  English  composition,  and  other  kin- 
dred subjects.  How  extended  should  be  the  course  of  instruction  in 
Normal  schools  is  a  grave  question,  and  one  which  the  committee 
have  considered  long  and  anxiously.  It  is  an  undoubted  fact,  that 
the  sole  purpose  of  U^e  establishment  of  such  a  school  in  this  State,/ 
was  to  prepare  competent  teachers  for  our  common  schools  3  this 
fact,  the  committee  wish  in  future  to  keep  ever  in  their  view;  in  the 
past  they  have  perhaps  not  done  so,  as  much  as  they  should,  and 
hence  that  kind  of  knowledge  has  been  imparted,  which  fitted  the 
students  for  other  and  more  lucrative  pursuits;  and  we  are  sorry  to 
say  that  in  a  number  of  instances,  the  students  have  preferred  the  great- 
er gains  of  other  pursuits  to  keeping  their  promise  of  teaching  com- 
mon schools.  The  committee  are  not  able  to  .state  the  number  of 
such  violations  of  faith,  but  they  are  believed  to  be  more  numerous 
of  late,  than  formerly,  and  are  a  cause  of  sorrow  and  anxiety;  for 
no  well  founded  expectation  can  be  cherished  of  his  becoming  a 
good  citizen,  who  begins  the  active  duties  of  life  by  violating  a 
solemn  promise.  If  the  Regents  could  state  any  means  by  which 
this  abuse  can  be  corrected,  the  committee  would  be  glad  to  carry 
such  suggestions  into  effect. 

The   Building. 

The  Legislature,  at  its  last  session,  appropriated  $2,000,  to  be  ex- 
pended ^'  in  providing  window  blinds  and  seats  for  the  said  building, 
and  for  such  other  improvements  in  the  internal  arrangements  of 
said  school  as  the  said  Executive  Committee  shall  deem  expedient.^' 
The  further  sum  of  $300,  was  also  appropriated  ^*  for  repairs  to  the 
Normal  School  Building."  The  amount  of  these  appropriations,  to- 
gether with  $312.87,  a  balance  of  the  building  fund,  unexpended 
at  the  date  of  the  last  report,  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  committee 
the  gross  sum  of  $2,612.87,  to  be  expended  in  perfecting  the  ar- 
rangements of  the  school.  With  this  sum,  the  committee  have  been 
able  to  procure  iron  shutters  and  casings  for  the  back  windows  and 
'  doors,  which  it  is  believed,  will  secure  the  building  against  all  danger 
from  fire  in  the  rear.  Inside  shutters  have  also  been  procured  for 
all  the  windows,  one  hundred  settees  have  been  bought  to  seat  the 
large  lecture  room,  new  cases  have  been  procured  for  the  chemical 
and  philosophical  apparatus,  trees  have  been  planted  on  the  side- walks 
on  liodge  and  Howard  streets,  and  the  drains  and  sinks  relaid  and 
arranged  more  commodlously  than  before.  These  outlays  have  added 
much,  not  only  to  the  comfort  and  convenience  of  the  teachers  and 
stiidents,  but  also  to  the  safety  of  the  building;  and  the  committee 
would  return  their  thanks  to  the  Legislature,  for  the  readiness  with 
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which  these  appropriations  have  been  made  for  the  school.  The  ex- 
pense of  these  repairs  and  additions  has  been  $2,725.94,  exceeding 
bf  1113.07,  the  amount  which  was  to  have  been  thus  expended,  but 
the  committee  have  been  able  to  meet  this  payment,  and  do  not  ask 
for  any  additional  appropriation. 

Indian  Pupils. 

The  Legislature,  March  23,  1850,  passed  "  An  act  to  provide  for 
the  support  and  education  of  a  litnited  number  of  Indian  youth  of 
the  State  of  New-York,  at  the  State  Normal  School."  Immediately 
tfter  the  passage  of  this  act,  arrangements  were  made  to  carry  ite 
proTisions  into  effect;  and  at  the  beginning  of  the  following  term  of 
the  school,  in  May  last,  nine  Indian  pupils  were  admitted,  three  of 
whom  were  females,  and  six  males.  Four  of  these  pupils,  two  fe- 
nales  and  two  males,  were  not  sufficiently  advanced  to  be  admitted 
into  the  Normal  School,  and  were  plac^  in  the  experimental  de- 
partment. The  conduct  of  all  these  pupils  has  been  commendable, 
and  they  are  making  as  great  progress  as  could  be  expected  from 
persons  whose  opportunities  of  improvement  have  been  so  limited* 
See  appendix  B. 

Faculty, 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  names  and  duties  of  the  present 
corps  of  instructors: 

George  R.  Perkins,  A.  M., 

Principal. 
Wm.  F.  Phelps, 

Superintendent  of  Experimental  School. 
Darwin  G.  Eaton,  A.  M., 

Teacher  of  Physiology,  MathematieSf  tfc 
Sumner  C.  Webb,  Librarian, 

Teacher  of  Arithmetic,  4rc. 
Silas  T.  Bowen,  A.  M , 

Teacher  of  Int.  Philos ,   Rhetoric,  Grammar,  tfc. 
William  W.  Clark,  A.  M., 

Teacher  of  JVat.  Philosophy,  Chemistry,  ^c, 
Truman  H.  Bowen, 

Teacher  of  Vocal  Music,  Grammar,  4r«. 
Elizabeth  C.  Haace, 

Teacher  of  Reading  and  History. 
Ann  Maria  Ostrom, 

Teacher  of  Drawing,  Geography,  Ifc. 
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Chang$  of  VacaHans. 

The  attention  of  the  committee  has  been  directed,  for  some  time, 
to  the  fact  of  the  great  prevalence  of  sickness  among  the  teacher^ 
and  pupils  of  the  school,  during  the  summer  terms.  Physicians  an^ 
others  have  given  their  opinion,  that  it  was  caused  by  the  continue 
ance  of  the  sessions  of  the  school  during  the  entire  months  of  July 
and  August.  The  committee  were  quite  unwilling  to  make  any 
change  in  the  time  of  the  vacations,  unless  required  by  absolute  ne- 
cessity; but  having  become  convinced  that  the  present  arrangement 
of  the  vacations  was  injurious  to  the  health  of  the  pupils,  they 
passed,  on  the  23d  of  November  last,  the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  the  term  of  the  Normal  School,  which  begun  on 
the  second  Monday  of  November,  continue  nineteen  weeks,  and  that 
the  next  term  thereafter,  begin  immediately  at  the  close  of  the  first 
term,  and  continue  nineteen  weeks. 

Resolved,  That  hereafter,  the  terms  be  fixed  as  follows:  The  Fall 
Term  to  begin  on  the  third  Monday  in  September,  and  continue  twenty- 
one  weeks,  including  an  intermission  of  one  week,  from  Christmas, 
to  ^ew*year's  day.  The  Spring  term  to  begin  on  the  last  Monday 
in  February,  and  continue  twenty  weeks. 

Association  of  Oraduaies  of  State  Jformal  School. 

This  association  was  organized  on  the  26th  of  September,  1849. 
Its  objects,  as  set  forth  in  the  constitution,  are,  to  keep  up  a  system 
of  correspondence  between  the  Institution  and  its  graduates,  and  to 
furnish  schools  with  well  qualified  teachers,  and  well  qualified  teach- 
•ers  with  schools.  The  utility  of  the  association  is  demonstrated  by 
the  fact,  that  the  number  of  applications  for  efficient  Normal  grad- 
uates, as  teachers  for  the  common  schools  of  the  State,  has  greatly 
increased  since  its  establishment.  This  increase,  it  is  believed,  has 
resulted  from  the  increased  facilities  which  the  association  has  fur- 
nished for  the  efficient,  prompt,  and  certain  despatch  of  business.  As 
will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  constitution,  the  association  has  a 
corresponding  secretary,  whose  duty  it  is  to  receive  and  answer  all 
applications,  whether  for  teachers  or  schools.  During  the  past  year 
nearly  two  hundred  applications  for  teachers,  have  been  made  from 
all  parts  of  the  State;  which  fact  may  tend  to  show  more  strongly, 
perhaps,  than  any  other,  the  estimation  in  which  the  Normal  school 
is  held.  The  call,  at  the  present  time,  for  Normal  graduates  is  so 
great,  that  it  is  impossible  to  supply  the  want;  and  this  difficulty 
will  probably  remain,  until  another  class  is  graduated  in  the  Spring. 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


™  Ko.  12  9 

In  addition  to  the  above  facts^  it  may  be  well  to  mention,  that  the 
tiik  call  for  Normal  teachers  is  not  limited  to  this  State  alone;  frequent 
icy  applications  from  other  States,  and  from  the  British  Provinces,  are 
i  d  received,  but  it  tias  not  been  deemed  proper  to  recommend  the  grad- 
tiiiih  uates  to  places  without  the  boundaries  of  our  own  commonwealth, 
Jui^  since  the  Normal  school  was  established,  and  it  is  supported  by  the 
aji)l  State,  for  the  supply  of  its  own  educational  wants. 

lent     ^or  the  constitution,  &c.,  of  the  Association,  see  Appendix  C. 

beyi  # 

IlnveTUary. 
The  following  resolutions,  in  regard  to  the  moveable  property  of 
the  Normal  and  Experimental  schools,  were  passed  November  12 
1860,  and  it  is  the  intention  of  the  committee,  to  have  the  purpose 
of  these  resolutions  carried  into  effect. 

Resolvedy  That  the  Principal  be  required  to  have  made,  full  in- 
Tentories  of  all  books  belonging  to  the  Normal  and  Experimental 
schools,  also  oi  all  apparatus  of  every  kind,  and  of  all  chemical  ma- 
terials, and  of  all  the  moveable  property  of  the  Normal  and  Experimen- 
tal schools. 

Resalvedy  That  at  the  close  of  every  term,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  Principal,  to  report  the  condition  of  all  the  property  contained 
in  the  above  named  inventories,  or  which  may  from  time  to  time  be 
added  to  such  inventories,  by  donation  or  purchase,  and  that  the 
form  of  such  semi-annual  report  shall  be  that  contained  in  the  '^  in* 
structions"  of  the  Regents  of  the  University  of  New-York,  to  the 
Academies,  edition  of  1849,  page  47,  section  9. 

Library  and  JlpparcUus. 

The  libraries  continue  under  the  charge  of  Mr.  Webb,  who  re- 
ports, that  the  Miscellaneous  Library  contains  734  bound  volumeSi 
and  110  unbound  magazines,  and  other  pamphlets. 

In  the  text  book  library,  there  are  4,619  volumes  fit  for  use; 
343  volumes  are  reported  as  worn  out;  of  the  4619  volumes,  named 
above,  270  volumes  have  been  re^bound.  The  increase  in  this  li- 
brary since  last  report,  by  donation  and  purchase,  is  233  volumes. 

It  was  found  that  the  chemical  and  philosophical  apparatus  were 
suffering  for  the  want  of  suitable  cases  to  exclude  them  from  the 
action  of  the  air  ;  these  have  been  procured,  and  the  committee  re* 
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port  the  entire  apparatus  as  in  good  order,  and  well  cared  for  by  the 
teacher  of  chemistry,  Mr.  Clark. 

.Agricultural  Chemistry. 

By  the  liberality  of  the  Hon.  James  S.  Wadsworth,  of  Geneseo, 
funds  were  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  committee,  for  the  purpose  of 
furnishing  a  copy  of  Prof.  Johnston's  Catechism  of  Agricultural 
Chemistry  and  Geology,  to  each  of  the  graduates  of  the  Normal 
school.  A  circular  was  at  the  same  time  prepared,  and  sent  to  each 
o^the  graduates,  urging  upon  their  attention,  the  importance  of 
Agricultural  Chemistry,  as  a  subject  of  study  in  common  schools. 
See  Appendix  F. 

Experimental  School. 

This  school  is  in  a  prosperous  condition,  under  the  efficient  super- 
intendence of  Mr.  Phelps. 

By  the  liberality  of  S.  S.  Randall,  Esq.,  Deputy  Superintendent 
of  common  schools,  a  Miscellaneous  Library,  for  the  use  of  the 
pupils  of  the  Experimental  school,  has  been  formed,  Mr.  R.  having 
contributed  246  volumes  for  this  purpose. 

Death  of  Col.  Young. 

The  committee  have  again  to  perform  the  mournful  duty  of  recor- 
ding the  death  of  another  of  their  associates,  the  Hon.  Samuel  Young, 
who  departed  this  life  on  the  3d  of  last  November,  in  the  71st  year 
of  his  age.    The  State  of  New- York  is  indebted  to  Col.  Young 
more  than  to  any  other  individual,  for  the  establishment  of  the  No> 
mal  School.    When  Superintendent  of  common  schools,  he  again  and 
again,  in  his  reports  urged  the  importance  of  such  an  institution,  and 
having  had  the  happiness  of  seeing*  his  wishes  accomplished,  while 
he  was  yet  in  office,  the  school  was  begun  under  his  auspices,  and 
indeed  it  owes  much  of  its  present  efficiency  to  his  wise  counsels  and 
directions.     For  several  years,  however,  he  has  seldom  met  with  the 
committee,  yei  they  always  appealed  to  him  for  advice   in  difficult 
questions,  and  always  found  his  counsels  safe  and  judicious.     Of  his 
diaracter  and  public  services  it  is  not  the  province  of  the  committee 
to  speak,  but  when  the  history  of  this  State,  embracing  the  period 
of  Col.  Young's  public  life  is  written,  his  name  will  occupy  a  con- 
spicuous, and  not  inglorious  place. 
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A  statement  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  Normal 
School,  from  Sept  30,  ]849,  to  Sept.  30,  1850,  is  herewith  submit- 
ted, and  the  voifchers  for  every  item  are  in  the  possession  of  the  com- 
mittee. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

WM.  H.  CAMPBELL, 
T.  ROMEYN  BECK, 
G.  HAWLET. 
I  approve  the  above  report 

Christofheb  Morgan, 

Syperiniendeni  of  Common  Schools. 
Jttbony^  Janua$y  3<I,  185  L 
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ffetV'York  State   formal    School  in  account  with  the  Executive 

Committee. 

'     DR. 
Oct.  1,  J850.  To  cash  paid  for  window  blinds  and  shut- 
ters, iron  railing,  settees,  drains,  sew- 
ers, 4c., $2,726  94 

for  insurance,  fuel,  cleaning  and  other 
incidental  expenses,  from  Oct.  1849 

to  this  date, 1,515  05 

for  stationery,  library  and   text  books, 

apparatus,  chemicals,  &c., 388  86 

support  of  experimental  Schools,---         984  52 

board  of  Indian  pupils, 443  75 

mileage  of  students, 992  85 

salaries  of  teachers, 6,500  00 

Balance  of  cash  in  hands  of  treasurer,* —      1,832  04 


$15,383  01 

^ .  ;hool  remain  unoaid 

settled,  wUl  reduce  this  balftnce  very  (really. 


r^a  A  Dumber  of  bUU  arainst  the  'Normal  School  remain  unpaid,  which,  when 
%\t\\ 


CR. 
Oct.  1, 1860.  By  balance  in  treasurer's  hands  Oct.  1 1849, 
for  support  of  Normal  School,-  1,349  64 
balance  of  building  fund,----      312  87 

—     1,662  51 

Received  from  the  State  Supt.  from  the 

appropriation  ^Uo  support  the  Normal 

School  "   from  Sept.  30,  1849,  to 

thisdate, 10,000  00 

from  Comptroller,  pursuant   to  the  act 

passed  April  1,  1850, 2^000  00 

Carried  forwardi 
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Brought  forward, 

Oct.  1,  1850.  Received  for  repairs  to  building, 300  00 

for  support  of  Indian  pupils, 443  75 

Receiyed  for  tuition   in  Experimental 
School   for  year  ending  Sept  30, 

1860, 950  00 

for  old  stoyes  sold, 25  00 

from   Normal   School    pupils  for 

text  books  lost, 1  75 


$15,383  01 
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DOCUMENTS 

AGOOMPANTING  THE  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  EXECUTIYE 
COMMITTEE  OF  THE  STATE  NORMAL  SCHOOL. 
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(A.) 

GRADUATES 

Of  the  Eleventh  term  ending  April  4th,  1850. 


LADIES. 

Jfames. 

Post  Offices. 

Cauniies. 

Harriet  Booth, 

Goshen, 

Orange. 

Georgianna  L.  Butler, 

Hudson/ 

Columbia. 

Lacy  J.  Bullock, 

Ellisburgb, 

Jefferson. 

Adeline  E.  Coley, 

Albany,- 

Albany. 

Elizabeth  Colwell, 

Friendship, 

Alleghany. 

Mary  A.  Elmore, 

Albany, 

Albany. 

Caroline  A.  Farr, 

(C 

(( 

Plilana  A.  Foster, 

PeringstoD, 

Monroe. 

Isabella  G.  Hoyt, 

CatskiU, 

Greene. 

Elizabeth  Miller, 

South  Argyle, 

Washington. 

Catharine  McCue, 

Albany, 

Albany. 

Mary  S.  Onderdonk, 

Mariaville, 

Schenectady. 

Cdia  D.  Raymond, 

Erieville, 

Madison. 

Susan  D.  Lee, 

Tarrytown, 

Westchester. 

Mary  E.  Swain, 

Cortlandville, 

Cortland, 

Alma  Tuttle, 

Monticello, 

Otsego. 

Caroline  P.  Titus, 

Buffalo, 

Erie. 

Sarah  M.  Willson, 

Malone, 

Franklin. 

Emeline  F«  Williams, 

Albany, 

Albany, 

Mary  Young, 

Montgomery, 

Orange. 

\ 

GENTLEMEN. 

John  C.  Bishop, 

Rose, 

Wayne, 

J.  Ansel  Bootb„ 

Rochester, 

Monroe. 

John  D.  Campbell, 

Roxbury, 

Delaware. 
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Mimes.  Post  Offices.  Counties. 

Joseph  Green,  Stone  Mills,  Jefferson. 

Chester  Harris,  Nassau,  Rensselaer. 

Charles  H.  Peck,  Brooklyn,  Kings. 

Andrew  Parsons,  Leesville,  Schoharie. 

Hermon  Skinner,  Richmondville,  Schoharie. 

Bowen  H.  Stone,  Hermitage,  Wyoming. 

Cornelius  Snyder,  W.  Sand  Lake,  Rensselaer. 

.Deranzel  R.  A.  Thorp,  Seelysburgh,  Cattaraugus. 

James  Wade,  Black  Rock,  Niagara. 

Ladies, - -- —  550 

Gentlemen, - - -  12 

Total, 32 
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Twelfth  Tenn,  ending  October  3,  1850. 


LADIES. 

Barnes. 

Post  Offices. 

Counties. 

Theresa  A.  Barnes, 

Evans  Mills, 

Jefferson, 

Mary  P.  Coffin, 

Chatham, 

Columbia. 

Chloe  M.  Eaton, 

Pierrepont  Manor, 

f  Jefferson. 

Rebecca  Frisby, 

Williamsburgh, 

Kings. 

Jane  Ann  Humphrey, 

Kortright, 

Delaware. 

Sylvia  A.  Lewis, 

Mecklenburgh, 

Tompkins. 

Alice  S.  McDonald, 

South  Livonia, 

Livingston. 

Emily  J.  Noyes, 

Edinburgh  Centre; 

,  Saratoga. 

Chloe  L.  Palmer, 

Hornellsville, 

Steuben, 

Orline  0.  Sutton, 

Seneca  Falls, 

Seneca. 

Caroline  Van  Voorihas, 

South  Schodaek, 

Rensselaer. 

Elizabeth  S.  Waterman, 

Hudson, 

Columbia. 

Abby  J.  Wright, 

Brooklyn, 
GENTLEMEN. 

Kings. 

Silas  Betts, 

Van  Buren  Centre 

,  Onondaga, 

Isaac  Briggs, 

Sherwood, 

Cayuga. 

Watts  Beckwith, 

West  Bloomfield, 

Ontario. 

Gideon  H.  Carswell, 

Fort  Miller, 

Washington. 

Dubois  B.  Frisbie, 

Roxbury, 

Delaware. 

Daniel  S.  Gregory, 

Croton  Falls, 

Westchester. 

Henry  Hinds, 

Salem, 

Washington. 

Homer  H.  Ingalsbe, 

South  Hartford, 

Washington. 

Virgil  A.  Lamson, 

Lorraine, 

Jefferson. 

Oliver  P.  Mason, 

Brookfield, 

Madison. 

Oscar  F.  Morris, 

Howard, 

Steuben. 

William  D.  Palmer, 

Potter's  Hollow, 

Albany. 

Joseph  Perkins,  jr., 

Salem, 

Washington. 

Henry  B.  Pierce, 

Cooperstown, 

Otsego. 

Silas  J.  Prat^ 

Nicholville, 

St.  Lawrence. 
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JVames. 

Pod  Ofiees. 

CaunHes. 

Samuel  H.  Rodgers, 

Sidney  Plains, 

Delaware. 

Leonard  S.  Root, 

East  Bloomfield, 

Ontario. 

Samuel  I.  C.  Sweczey, 

Camden, 

Oneida. 

Derritk  W.  Sparling, 

Hasbrouck, 

Sullivan. 

Joseph  N.  Tubbs, 

Esperance, 

Schoharie. 

Daniel  P.  Waite, 

Corfu, 

Genesee. 

T.qHiOS        aBaa.>».aa_ 

IQ 

Gentlemen, 

21 

34 
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(B.) 
INDIAN  PUPILS 

IN  ACCORDANCE  WITH 

Jin  ad  to  provide  for  the  support  and  education  oj  a  limited  number 
of  Indian  Youth  of  the  State  of  Jfew-York^  at  the  State  Jformal 
School.    Passed  March  23, 1860. 

Caroline  G.  Parker,  Pembroke,  Genesee. 

Ga-ho-a-noh.     [Watching  the  Door.] 

Locia  Green,  Cattaraugus,  Erie, 

Da-doh-oh. 

Mary  Jemison,  Cattaraugus,  Erie, 

Oa-woA-noh-de-a-soh.    [A  sound  going  in  aU  directions.] 

Nicbolson  H.  Parker,  Pembroke,  Genesee. 

Gye-wah-go-wa.    [Important  subject.] 

Newton  Parker,  Pembroke,  Genesee. 

Ga-ne*70«s<pia.ga-oh.    [Ribs  lying  about.] 

Levi  Williams,  Collins,  Erie. 

Ha-we-ans.  [Taking  them  over  or  above  something ;  to  the  top.] 

Thomas  Webster,  Lenox,  Madison. 

Dah-70-ga-weh.    [Rowing  a  boat  this  way.] 

Daniel  W.  Pierce,  South  Valley,  Cattaraugus. 

Ha-yoh-woh-oh.    [The  main  body  or  stem  of  a  weed.] 

Honues  Neddy,  Onondaga,  Onondaga. 

Indian  name  unlcnown. 
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(C.  ) 
CONSTITUTION, 

OF   ASSOCIATION   OF   GRADUATES. 


Preamble  :  We,  whose  names  are  hereunto  iiffixed,  desiring  to 
effect  a  more  thorough  community  of  interest,  and  to  promote  a  more 
extended,  intimate  and  friendly  intercourse  among  ourselves ;  belie* 
ving,  also,  that  the  wants  of  the  people  at  large  demand  it,  and  that 
the  promotion  of  our  own  interests  will  be  thereby  more  perfectly 
secured,  do  hereby  form  ourselves  into  an  association,  and  adopt  the 
following  constitution  for  the  purpose  of  accomplishing  these  objects: 

Art.  I.  This  association  shall  be  called  ^  The  Association  of 
Graduates  of  the  New-York  State  Normal  School,"  and  ^all  hold 
its  meetings  bientidlly,  at  the  Normal  School,  at  Albany. 

Art.  n.  All  persons  'who  have  received  Ae  diploma  of  the  State 
Normal  School,  6r  who  are  members  of  its  faculty,  may  become 
members  of  this  society  and  enjoy  all  its  privileges,  by  subscribing 
this  constitution,  or  expressing  in  writing  a  desire  to  do  so,  and 
paying  (if  males)  the  sum  of  fifty  cents  into  the  treasury  of  the  asso- 
ciation. 

Art.  ni.  The  officers  of  the  Association  shall  consist  of  a  Presi- 
dent, two  Vice  Presidents,  a  Recording  Secretary,  a  Corresponding 
Secretary,  and  a  Treasurer. 

Art.  IV.  The  Recording  Secretary  and  the  Corresponding 
Secretary  shall  be  chosen  from  the  faculty  of  the  Normal  School. 

Art.  V.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  President  to  preside  at  all 
meetings  of  the  Association,  and  also  to  prepare  and  deliver  an  ad- 
dress before  the  Association,  the  next  regular  meeting  succeeding  his 
election. 
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Abt.  VI.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Vice  Presidents,  in  their 
ordefi  to  discharge  all  the  duties  of  the  President,  in  case  of  the 
absence  or  inability  of  that  officer;  they  shall,  moreover,  each  pre* 
pare  an  essay  or  poem,  to  be  read  before  the  Association,  and  placed 
It  its  disposal. 

Abt.  VII.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Recording  Secretary  to  en- 
ter on  his  record  a  copy  of  this  constitution,  and  also  all  by-laws  of 
the  society;  to  keep  a  register  of  all  the  officers  and  members;  to 
record  all  proceedings  of  the  Association,  and  to  make  a  full  report 
of  the  same  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Association. 

Abt.  VIII.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Corresponding  Secretary  to 
.  conduct,  under  the  direction  of  the  faculty  of  the  State  Normal  School, 
ill  the  general  correspondence  of  die  Association,  and  also  to  use 
the  information  which  he,  as  Secretary  may  possess,  so  as  to  promote 
the  interests  of  the  members  of  the  Association,  as  well  as  those  of 
the  schools  of  the  State. 

Art.  IX.  The  Recording  Secretary  shall  be  ex  officio,  Treasurer 
of  the  Association.  It  shall  be  his  duty  to  receive  and  disburse  the 
fimds  of  the  Association,  under  its  direction,  and  to  report  to  the 
society,  at  the  close  of  the  term  for  which  he  shall  have  been  elect- 
ed, the  condition  and  resources  of  the  same,  with  such  other  matter 
in  connection  therewith,  as  he  may  deem  necessary. 

Aax.  X.  The  officers  of  the  Association  shall  constitute  a  board 
for  the  transaction  of  business,  in  the  interim  between  the  meetings 
oi  the  society.  They  shall  have  power  to  call  special  meetings  of 
the  Association,  whenever  circumstances  may  seem  to  demand,  and 
in  all  cases  they  shall  call  such  meeting  upon  the  application  of  one 
third  of  the  members. 

Art.  XI.  At  each  meeting  of  the  Association  there  shall  be  elect- 
ed from  among  the  female  members  three  persons,  each  of  whom 
shall  prepare  a  poem  or  an  essay,  to  be  read  before  the  society,  and 
placed  at  its  disposal. 

Art.  Xn.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  every  member  to  report  himself 
to  the  Corresponding  Secretary  at  least  once  each  year,  stating  in  full 
whether  he  is  teaching,  and  if  so,  where,  and  with  what  success; 
ftlso  what  compensation  he  is  receiving,  with  such  other  matter  as 
ke  may  think  proper. 
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Art.  XIII.  The  officers  of  the  Association  shall  be  elected  at  each 
regular  meeting  of  the  Association.  They  shall  be  elected  by  ballot, 
a  majority  of  all  the  votes  cast  being  necessary  to  a  choice. 

Art.  XIV.  This  Association  shall  have  power  to  elect  persons  who 
are  not  graduates  of  the  Normal  School  as  honorary  members,  which 
election  shall  entitle  such  persons  to  all  the  privileges  of  the  Asso- 
ciation, except  thai  of  voting,  on  their  paying  the  usual  initiation 
fee. 

Art.  XV.  This  constitution  may  be  revised  or  amended,  at  any 
of  the  regular  meetings  of  the  Association,  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds 
of  the  members  present. 


Association  of  Graduates  of  the  State  Normal  School. 

Circular. 

It  is  for  the  interest  of  the  members  of  this  Association,  as  well 
as  of  the  great  cause  it  is  designed  to  advance,  that  its  functions 
should  be  discharged  with  efficiency  and  dispatch.  The  undersigned, 
therefore,  submits  the  following  suggestions  to  members,  and  all 
others  whom  they  may  concern: 

1st.  Applications  for  teachers  should  describe  fully  the  school  for 
which  such  teacher  is  desired.  That  is,  they  should  state  the  number 
of  pupils;  the  branches  to  be  taught;  the  character  of  school  build- 
ings; the  character  of  district;  the  general  condition  of  the  school; 
the  salary  to  be  paid,  and  whether  or  not  board  is  included;  if  in- 
cluded, whether  the  teacher  is  to  board  around  the  district.  These 
being  questions  which  every  teacher  will  wish  answered  previous  to 
accepting  a  position,  it  is  requested  that  trustees  be  particular  on 
these  points.  If  the  application  is  for  a  Union  School,  it  should 
state,  in  addition  to  the  above,  the  number  of  departments,  the  num- 
ber of  teachers,  and  the  department  for  which  a  candidate  is  wanted. 

2d.  -Members  who  apply  for  schools  should  state,  explicitly,  the 
kind  of  situation  desired,  and  the  lowest  salary  they  would  be  willing 
to  accept. 

3d.  All  applicationsi  whether  for  schools  or  teachers,  should  be 
made  in  writing. 
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4th.  Letters  of  application  should  possess  the  following  characte- 
ristics^ viz:  legibility,  clearness  and  brevity. 

5th.  Other  correspondence  of  the  members  may  be  more  extended, 
pving  a  brief  account  of  their  schools,  their  successes;  improve* 
ments  in  methods  of  organization,  discipline  and  instruction,  together 
with  such  other  information  as  may  be  useful  to  the  Association. 

6th.  Letters  from  members,  asking  advice  of  the  faculty  on  any 
subject  connected  with  their  duties  as  teachers,  will  be  promptly 
attended  to. 

7th.  It  is  obvious  that  this  society  will  not,  at  all  times,  be  able 
to  furnish,  immediately,  situations  for  its  members.  The  ability  to 
provide  them  will  be  limited  by  the  actual  number  of  calls  for 
teachers.  Such  applications,  therefore,  should  be  made  as  early  as 
possible,  and  should  be  coupled  with  personal  effort,  on  the  part  of 
the  applicant,  to  provide  for  himself.  Nevertheless,  the  society  will 
devote  itself  promptly  and  energetically,  to  the  interests  of  its 
members. 

8th.  All  communications  to  the  undersigned  should  be  post  paid, 
tbat  the  funds  of  the  Association  may  not  be  too  largely  drawn  upon 
by  the  department  of  correspondence.  And,  as  such  communications 
are  to  "be  "  placed  on  file,"  they  should  be  written  on  good  letter 
paper,  with  a  margin  on  the  first  page  of  not  less  than  one  inch. 

9th.  It  is  to  be  remembered  that  during  the  months  of  April  and 
October,  occur  the  vacations  in  the  State  Normal  School,  and  that 
communications  directed  to  Albany  at  that  time  would  not  be  imme- 
diately received  by  the  undersigned. 

WM.  F.  PHELPS, 
Cor.  Sec.  A.  G.  S.  JV.  S. 
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(D.) 

The  following  are  the  Programs  of  Exercises  of  the  Fall  Term. 
They  remain  the  same  for  the  Spring  Term,  with  the  ezception,  that 
the  exercises  of  the  forenoon  session  commence  one  hour  earlier,  and 
those  of  the  afternoon,  one  hour  later: 


PROGRAM, 

FOR  THB  FIRST  THIRD  OF  THE  FALL  TERM. 


9  nntil  9-20, 


9.20  until  10.5,. 


10.6  until  10.15. 


Opening  Exercises. 


Seniors,  Chemistry, 

Sab-Seniors  No.  1,  Grammar, 

Sub-Seniors  No.  2,  Higher  Arllhmetie, 

Juniors  No.  1,  Reading, 

Juniors  No.  2,  Grammar, . 


Sub-Juniors  No.  1,  Jo^.m^^ 
Sub-Juniors  No.  j4  r^*"'''^* 


10.15  until  11. 


Rest,  and  change  of  Classes. 


Seniors,  Theory  and  Practice, .' 

•Sub.Seniors  No.  1,  Geometry, 

•Sub-Seniors  No. 2,  Natural  Philosophy,.. 
Juniors  No.  1,  Intellectual  Arithmetic,... 
Juniors  No.  2,  Intellectual  Arithmetic,. .. 
Sub-Juniors  No.  1,  Element'y  Arithmetic, . 
Sub- Juniors  No.  2,  Grammar, 


11  until  11. 10, . 


Rest,  and  change  of  Classes. 


(Seniors,  Higher  Algebra, 
fSub -Seniors  No.  1,  Natural  Philosophy,.. 
tSub-Seniors  No.  2,  Geometry, 
Juniors  No.  1,  Algebra, 
Juniors  No.  2,  Elementary  Arithmetic,  .. 
Sub-Juniors  No.  1,  Grammar, 
Sub-Juniors  No.  2,  History, . . . .  v 


11.55  until  12.15. 


12.  15  until  1.. 


1  nntil  1.10,.. 


l.lOuntni.55,. 


1.55  until  2,. 


Recess. 

Seniors,  Rhetoric, 

Sub-Seniors  No.  1,  Science  of  Government, 

Sub-Seniors  No.  2,  Drawing, 

Juniors  No.  1,  Grammar, 

Juniors  No.  2,  Algebra, 

Sub-Juniors  No.  1,  History, 

Sub- Juniors  No.  2,  Elementary  Arithmetic 

Rest,  and  change  of  Classes. 

Seniors,  Intellectual  Philosophy, 

Sub-Seniors  No.  1,  Higher  Arithmetic, ... 
Sub-Seniors  No.  2,  Science  of  Government, 
Juniors  No.  1,  }  Wi.i#in«. 

Juniors  No.  2,  1  ^'""'«^' 

Sub-.Iunlors  No.  1,  Reading, 

Sub- Juniors  No.  2,  Geography, 


Mr.  Clark. 

Mr.  S.  T.  Bowen. 

Mr.  Webb. 

Miss  Hance. 

Mr.  T.  H.  Bowen. 

Miss  Ostrom. 


Prof.  Perkins. 
Mr.  S.  T.  Bowen. 
Mr.  Clark. 
Mr.  Eaton. 
Miss  Ostrom. 
Mr.  Webb. 
Mr.  T.  H.  Bowen. 


Prof.  Perkins. 

Mr.  Clark. 

Mr.  S.  T.  Bowen. 

Mr.  Eaton. 

Mr.  Webb. 

Mr.  T.  H.  Bowen. 

Miss  Hance. 


Mr.  S.  T.  Bowen. 
Mr.  Eaton. 
Miss  Ostrom. 
Mr.  T.  H.  Bowen. 
Prof.  Perkins. 
Miss  Hance. 
Mr.  Webb. 


Mr.  8.  T.  Bowen. 
Mr.  Webb. 
Mr.  Eaton. 

Mr.  Clark. 


Miss  Hance. 
Miss  Ostrom. 


Dismission. 


(Mondays, 
Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays, 
Thursdays,      ^ 
Fridays,  Lectures  on  various  topics. 

•United  on  Tuesdays  and  Fridays,  in  Natural  Philosophy. 
tUnited  on  Tuesdays  and  Fridays,  in  Geometry,  


Vocal  Music, Mr.  T.  H.  Bowen. 


Mr.  Clark. 
Mr.  8.  T.  Bowen. 
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9imtU  9.20,. 


9.20  until  10.59.< 


PROGRAM, 

FOR  SECOND  THIBD    OF  FALL   TKSM. 
Opening  exercises. 


(Seniors,  Physiology, 

•Sub-Seniors  No.  1,  Geometry, 

•Sub-Seniors  No.  2,  Natural  Philosophy, 
Juniors  No.  1,  Elementary  Arithmetic,. 

Juniors  No.  2,  Grammar, 

Sub- Juniors  No.  1,  Geography, 

Sub- Juniors  No.  2,  History,  


Mr.  Eaton. 

Mr.  S.  T.  Bowen. 

Mr.  Clark. 

Mr.  Webb. 

Mr.  T.  H.  Bowen. 

Miss  Ostrom. 

Miss  Hance. 


10.6  until  10. 15,  Rest,  and  change  of  classes. 

''  Seniors,  Aids  to  Compositions, 

Sub-Seniors  No.  1,  Algebra, 

Sub-Seniors  No.  2,  Algebra, 

10.15 until  11,.. ^  Juniors  No.  1,  Grammar, 

Juniors  No.  2,  History, 

Sub-Juniors  No.  1,  Intellectual  Arithmetic, 
(  Sub- Juniors  No.  2,  Geography, 

11  ontil  1 1 .  10, . .  Rest,  an  d  change  of  classes. 

/"Seniors,  Trigonometry  and Sui'veying,  .... 

! Sub-Seniors  No.  1,  Natural  Philospby,  ... 
Sub -Seniors  No.  2,  Geometry, 
uniorsNo.  1,  Algebra, 

Juniors  No.  2,  Reading, 

Sub-Juniors  No.  1,  Elementary  Arithmetic, 
Sub-Juniors  No.  2,  Grammar, 


Mr.  S.  T.  Bowen. 
Mr.  Eaton. 
Prof.  Perkins. 
Mr.  T.  H.  Bowen. 
Miss  Hance. 
Mr.  Webb. 
Misi  Ostrom. 


Prof.  Perkins. 

Mr.  Clark. 

Mr.  S.  T.  Bowen. 

Mr.  Eaton. 

Miss  Hance. 

Mr.  Webb. 

Mr.  T.  H.  Bowen. 


11.56  until  12.15 


Recess. 


Seniors,  Chemistry, 

Sub-Seniors  No.  1,  \  np-win^ 

Sub-Seniors  No.  2,  \  0>^*^»nS>  • 

12.15  until  1,...  \  Juniors  No.  1,  Reading, 

Juniors  No.  2,  Algebra, 

Sub-Juniors  No.  1,  Grammar, 

Bub- Juniors  No.  2,  Elementary  Arithmetic, 

1  until  1 .  10,  ...  Rest,  and  change  of  classes. 

Seniors,  Intellectual  Philosophy, « 

ISb'-S™  So.  2  \  S«"""»«  Of  Oo^e"m.nt. 

i.]0uitill.&5,.i  Juniors  No.  1,  History, 

Juniors  No.  2,  Hi&'her  Arithmetic, 

Sub-Juniors  No.  1,  \  xrr^ui^^ 
Sub-Juniopt  No.  g,  i  ^"^*"«f> 

1.56  un  iiXy***-  Dismission* 

I  Mondays, 
Tuesdays. 
Wednesdays, 
Thursdays, 
Fridays,  Lectures  on  vat  ions  topics, 


Mr.  Clark. 

Miss  Ostrom. 

Miss  Hance. 
Prof.  Perkins. 
Mr.  T.  H.  Bowen. 
Mr.  Webb. 


Mr.  S.  T.  Bowen. 
Mr.  Eaton. 

Miss  Hance. 
Mr.  Webb. 
Mr.  Clark. 


Vocal  Music, Mr.  T.  H.  Bowen. 


*  United  on  Tuesdays  and  Fridays  in  Natural  Philosophy,* 
t  Uniteil  on  Tuesdays  and  Friiiays  in  Geometry,  Mr.  8.  T. 


',*Mr.  Clark. 
Bowen. 
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9  ontil  9.20, 


9.20  until  10.5,. 


10.5  until  10.15, 


10.15  until  11,. 


11  until  11.10,. 


11.10  untU  11.55 


PROGRAM, 

FOR   THB  LAST   THIRD  OF  FALL   TERM. 
Opening  exercises. 

'  Seniors,  Phjsiolonr, Mr.  Eaton. 

•Sub-Seniors  No.  1,  Geometry, Mr.  S.  T.  Bowen 

•Sub-Seniors  No.  2,  Natural  Philosophy,..  Mr.  Clark. 

Juniors  No.  1,  History, Miss  Hance. 

Juniors  No.  2,  Grammar, Mr.  T.  H.  Bowen. 

Sub-Juniors  No.  1,  Elementary  Arithmetie,  Mr.  Webb. 

Sub- Juniors  No.  2,  Intellectual  Arithmetic,  Miss  Ostrom. 

Rest,  and  change  of  Classes. 

{Seniors,  Aids  to  Compositions, Mr.  S.  T.  Bowen. 

Sub-Seniors  No.  1,  ^  «^^„.„  „,  !:«.♦«•. 

Sub-Seniors  No.  i,  \  8P«ll»n«> Mr.  Eaton. 

Juniors  No.  1,  Higher  Arithmetic, Mr.  Webb. 

Juniors  No.  2,  History, Miss  Hance. 

Sub. Juniors  No.  1,  Geography, Miss  Ostrom. 

Sub -Juniors  No.  2,  Grammar,    Mr.  T.  H.*  Bowen. 

Rest,  and  change  of  Classes . 

^  Seniors,  Astronomy, Prof.  Perkins. 

I  tSub-Seniors  No.  1,  Natural  Philosophy, . .  Mr.  Clark. 

I  tSub-Seniors  No.  2,  Geometry, Mr.  S.  T.  Bowen. 

Juniors  No.  1,  \  n^^«,««i.„  «« ^  •«.«>«;«-  S  Miss  Ostrom  and 
I  Juniors  No.  %,  \  G«<>«f'»Pfcy  «<»  mapping,  J  ^^^  ^^^b. 

I  Sub-Juniors  No.  1,  Algebra, Mr.  T.  H.  Bowen. 

,  Sub-Juniors  No-  2,  Reading, Miss  Hance. 


11.55  until  12.15 


12.15  until  1, 


1  until  1.10,. 


l.lOuntUl.55,. 


1.55  until  2,.. 


Recess. 

i  Seniors,  Agricultural  Chemistry, 
Sub-Seniors  No.  1,  \  |^  .  ir«-nifio. 
Sub-Seniors  No.  2,  \  Book-keeping, 
Juniors  No.  1,  Grammar, 
JuniorsNo.  2,  Algebra, 
Sub-Juniors  No.  I,  History, 

\  Sub-Juniors  No.  2,  Elementary  Arithmetic, 

Rest,  and  change  of  Classes. 


'Seniors,  Moral  Philosophy,   •. 

Sub-Seniors  No.  1,  Drawing,.. 

Sub-Seniors  No.  2,  Grammar,  . 

Juniors  No.  1,  Algebra,    

Juniors  No.  2,  Reading, 

Sub -Juniors  No.  1,  Grammar,. 
I  Sub -Juniors  No.  %  Algebra, . . 


Mr.  Clark. 

Mr.  Eaton. 

Mr.  T.  H.  Bowen. 
Prof.  Perkins. 
Miss  Hance. 
Mr.  Webb. 


Prof.  Perkins. 
Miss  Ostrom. 
Mr.  S.  T.  Bowen. 
Mr.  Eaton. 
Miss  Hance. 
Mr.  T.  H.  Bowen. 
Mr.  Webb. 


Dismission. 


{  Mondays, 
I  Tuesdays, 
3.15  until  4.15, .  {  Wednesdays, 
J  Thursdays, 
(  Fridays,  Lectures  on  various  topics. 


Vocal  Music, Mr.  T.  H.  Bowen. 


•  United  on  Taesdays  and  Fridays,  in  Natural  Philosophy,  Mr.  Clark, 
t  United  on  Tnesdays  and  Fridays,  la  Geometry,  Mr.  S.  T.  Bowen. 
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Amount  of  mileage  paid  at  the  end  of  each  term  to  the  students  of 
the  respective  counties. 

Amount  paid 
Coimties  to  each  pupil. 

Albany, |0  00 

Allegany, 7  68 

Broome, ---- 4  35 

Cattaraugus, 8  78 

Cayuga,  — ---- - - 6  16 

Chautauque, 10  08 

6  94 

, 3  30 

Clinton,.- 4  86 

Columbia, 0  87 

Cortland, 4  20 

Delaware, 2  31 

Dutchess, 2  19 

Erie, 9  75 

Essex,  3  78 

Franklin, - - - 6  36 

Fulton, 1  35 

Genesee, 8  49 

Greene, 1  02 

Hamilton, 2  46 

Herkimer, 2  37 

Jefferson, 4  80 

Kings, 4  38 

Lewis,  -------- 4  26 

Livingston, - 7  14 

Madbon, • 3  03 

Monroe, 7  53 

Montgomery,  - 1  26 

New-York, 4  35 
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Niagara, 9  00 

Oneida, - 2  79 

Onondaga, - - 4  38 

Ontario,  -•--• -- —  --.-- --  6  66 

Orange, 3  ]5 

Orleans, 7  71 

Oswego, ...-------. 5  01 

Otsego, 1  98 

Putnam, 3  18 

Queens, 5  01 

Rensselaer,  — --- 0  18 

Richmond, 4  74 

Rockland, 3  66 

Saratoga, 0  90 

Schenectady, •--- ..-----..----.  Q  45 

Schoharie, • 0  96 

Seneca,  -------. ---- 5  91 

St.  Lawrence, - - 6  18 

Steuben, 6  48 

Suffolk, 6  78 

Sullivan, 3  39 

Tioga, > 6  01 

Tompkins, ----- -  6  10 

Ulster, 1  74 

Warren, 1  86 

Washington,-- 1  60 

Wayne, 5  43 

Westchester, 3  90 

Wyoming, 9  09 

Yates, 6  36 
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To  the  Graduates  of  the  State  JSTormal  School : 

In  pursuance  of  the  request  of  the  executive  committee  of  the 
Normal  School,  I  have  prepared  the  following  circular.  Its  object 
is  to  bring  before  each  of  you,  the  claims  which  the  agricultural 
interests  of  New-York  have  upon  you,  for  your  co-operation  in  aid- 
ing, so  far  as  you  can  consistently  with  your  duties  as  common 
school  teachers,  in  making  known  the  true  principles  of  farming. 
The  science  of  agriculture  is  not  only  of  great  utility,  but  is  the 
foundation  of  the  wealth  of  all  nations,  and  consequently  should  re- 
ceive, to  a  certain  extent,  the  fostering  care  of  government. 

It  is  believed  that  you,  who  have,  in  part,  been  educated  by  the 
liberality  of  this  State,  will  respond  cheerfully  to  any  reasonable 
demands  which  may  be  made  for  the  advancement  of  her  interests  in 
this  respect  It  is  also  believed,  that  your  attention  being  once  cal- 
led to  this  subject,  you  will  readily  see  that  you  have  it  in  your 
power  to  do  much  good  in  this  direction;  and  that  you  will  not  only 
feel  a  willingness,  but  a  desire,  thus  to  extend  the  knowledge  of  this 
important  branch  of  education. 

Those  who  shall  hereafter  receive  the  diploma  of  this  institution^ 
will  be  required  to  understand,  to  a  certain  extent,  the  elementary 
principles  of  agriculture,  and  for  this  reason  they,  as  teachers,  will 
be  better  prepared  than  yourselves  to  diffuse  this  knowledge  through 
the  community,  by  means  of  the  common  schools.  To  supply  in 
part  the  deficiencies  under  which  you  will  labor  in  the  advancement 
of  this  knowledge,  our  executive  committee  have  directed  me  to 
transmit  to  each  of  you  a  copy  of  Prof.  Johnston^s  Catechism  of 
Agricultural  Chemistry  and  Geology,  which  work  has  been  recently 
adopted  as  an  elementary  text  book  for  this  school.  They  are  ena- 
bled to  do  this  by  the  liberality  of  James  S.  Wadsworth,  Elsq.,  of 
Geneseo,  acting  as  the  representative  of  his  late  father. 

The  earnestness  which  our  committee  feel  in  this  matter  will  be 
Been  from  the  following  extract,  taken  from  their  last  annual  report 
iQade,  through  the  Regents  of  the  University,  to  the  Legislature, 
Feb.  11,  1860. 
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T  -  He  uu  :f  surrn'.-*  -eet  "n^-«$  i>ow,  or  soon 


^- '  -T  XT  rjnmiiin.  ^c-Ioil  insnct:ja;  asd  con 
^  -  --e  ixn  :r  sucbl^  -eet  "n^-«$  i>ow,  or  sooi 
s:.:v-  -ic  ^  ^'-   --        j;/;^      ^^^  Err-r-;r-  i»  H  lotffth  be- 

-  ^_-    zz^rrz^^LJi^  i*^  :«-^az.7  wasi^heA  to  it  a 
r.-iittf   -■•>*'  ,  ...  ^   ,  .^  ^.-;   I  .law  lEi-T-  Ti--r  n.  o*  Xamal  Scbool, 


._^  ^  ^^^^-wTJ^-  ZES3L.  KH  seqiuiix^  it  to 
^^^x;-^^  3    '  T^>;-TT^*rr  T=r  nf  ibc  comae  of  study 

^  IE  titey  themsehes 


""^      «.^    -_'  — '-  ^   1   :i^  ^ •-  sir^ec::  nf  study,  hope  to 

^ _       1    .^. -  -^  — ^i.   j^, '  1.^*^  a-TTTtr  mdid'  a  like  impres- 

:i:r-  ^  —  =i   ^'^  *^  ^^  sdioob  taoght  b?  such 

^^-    ^.~^-  V  xnL  that  of  such  schools,  to 

^  ..  ._  ^  -3^-  -   tnfc  T^olar  coorae  of  study 

,    ...     _   i  riis  n  tB^  mrai  or  agricdnaral  parti 
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-^     « .-         1  -  rv      Tptf  rri        t4.    JUI:    ItSflt 

^  .  <.^  r.:£utiLt  tsinoolsy  and 

-...    •  --   .atientoody  to 

i  -^-1   -viih  the  text 

^     ...   i  ic  opinion  of 

f      'QUitja  school  in- 


:.  \  7L  PERKINS. 
Fr^nciptd  of  JV.  S. 

,  ;:•  -■»  *i«iir commendation 

--...   j^.iias;  and  would  res- 

I  ^  t^t-^r*-^*^  :t"  ^  Sonnal  School 

-     ..,-  -i  JuT^^tural  Chemistry 

"    ?^5r:?SIS  MORGAN, 
,^^        -c  Hrecitfwe  CommUtee. 
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32  [Assembly 

*^  The  committee  appreciating  the  great  and  growing  importance 
of  agricultural  science,  and  considering  it,  in  its  elementary  princi- 
ples, an  appropriate  subject  for  common  school  instruction;  and  con- 
sidering also,  that  with  the  aid  of  suitable  text  books  now,  or  soon 
to  be  attainable,  the  subject,  always  appropriate,  has  at  length  be- 
come feasible  for  such  instruction,  have  recently  assigned  to  it  a 
more  prominent  place  than  it  had  before  held  in  the  Normal  School, 
by  making  it  a  separate  or  independent  branch,  and  requiring  it  to 
be  taught  as  an  essential  or  constituent  part  of  the  course  of  study 
pursued  in  the  school.  The  committee,  impressed  as  they  themselves 
are,  with  the  great  importance  of  this  new  subject  of  study,  hope  to 
be  able,  through  tKeir  normal  graduates,  acting  under  a  like  impres- 
sion, to  cause  it  to  be  introduced  into  all  the  schools  taught  by  such 
graduates,  and  through  their  influence,  and  that  of  such  schools,  to 
cause  it  to  be  finally  adopted  as  part  of  the  regular  course  of  study 
in  all  the  common  schools,  at  least  in  the  rural  or  agricultural  parts 
of  the  State. 

The  committee  have  learned,  with  much  satisfaction,  from  the 
proceedings  of  the  State  Agricultural  Society  at  its  last  annual 
meeting,  that  a  treatise  on  the  subject  above  referred  to,  has  been 
recently  prepared  by  Professor  Norton,  and  submitted  to  the  society, 
who,  after  due  examination  have  recommended  it  as  a  very  valuable 
production,  specially  appropriate  for  the  use  of  common  schools,  and 
have  directed  it  to  be  published  with  a  view,  as  is  understood,  to 
such  a  use.  Such  a  treatise  at  this  time,  together  with  the  text 
books  already  published  and  in  practical  use,  will,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  committee,  furnish  all  needful  facilities  for  common  school  in- 
struction on  the  subject  above  referred  to/' 

GEO.  R.  PERKINS. 

Jfonncd  School,  Albany  March,  1860.  Principal  of  JV*.  S, 

The  executive  committee  are  happy  to  express  their  commendation 
of  the  above  circular,  prepared  by  Prof.  Perkins;  and  would  res- 
pectfully and  earnestly  urge  upon  the  graduates  of  the  Normal  School 
the  importance  of  introducing  the  study  of  Agricultural  Chemistry 
into  the  schools  under  their  charge. 

CHRISTOPHER  MORGAN, 
Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee. 
GIDEON  HAWLEY,     ^ 
WM.  H.  CAMPBELL,   \  Committee. 
Albany,  March,  1850.        CH.  L.  AUSTIN.  J 
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m  ASSEMBLY,  JM.  18, 1851. 


RULES  AND  ORDERS  OF  THE  ASSEMBLY. 

(  ADOPTED  JANUARY  18, 185 1 .  ) 

1.  Upon  the  appearance  of  a  quorum,  the  Speaker  having  takett 
the  chair,  and  the  members  being  called  to  order,  the  journal  of  the 
preceding  day  shall  be  read,  to  the  end  that  any  mistakes  therein  may 
be  corrected  by  the  House ;  and  in  all  cases  of  the  absence  of  a  quo* 
mm,  the  members  present  may  take  such  measures  as  shall  be  nebev^ 
sary  to  procure  the  attendance  of  absent  members  ;  and  the  Speaker^ 
witii  the  consent  of  the  majority  of  the  members  present,  may  adjourn 
from  day  to  day  until  a  quorum  riiall  appear. 

2.  After  the  reading  and  approving  of  the  journal,  the  order  of 
buaness,  whtoh  shall  not  in  any  case  be  departed  from^  exlcept  by  the 
unanimous  consent  of  tine  House,  shall  be  as  follows : 

1.  The  presentation  of  petitions. 

2.  Reports  of  stonding  of^mmittees. 

3.  Reports  of  select  committsftes. 

4.  Messages  from  the  Governor. 

5.  CoBsnuiiieatiaua  from  the  State  officers. 

6.  Messages  from  the  Senate. 

7.  Third  reading  of  bills. 

8.  Motions,  resolutions,  notices,  and  introduction  of  bills. 

9.  Unfinished  business. 

r 
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10.  Special  orders  of  the  day. 

1 1.  General  orders  of  the  day  ;  but  messages  from  the  Gorernor, 

communications  from  State  officers,  and  messages  from  the 
Senate,  may  be  coosidered  at  any  time. 

3.  Motions  for  reference  to  different  committees  shall  be  put  in  the 
following  order  ;  and  the  same  shall  not  be  con^dered  in  committee 
of  the  whole  until  printed  : 

1.  To  the  committee  of  the  whole. 

2.  To'a  standing  committee. 

3.  To  a  select  committee. 

4.  No  bill  shall  be  ordered  to  a  third  reading  without  having  been 
acted  on  in  committee  of  the  whole. 

5.  The  Speaker  shall  cause  the  Clerk  to  make  a  list  of  all  billsy 
resolutions  and  reports  of  comnuttees,  and  other  proceedings  of  the 
House  which  are  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole,  and  act 
made  a  special  order  of  the  day  for  any  particular  day  ;  which  list 
shall  be  called  ^  The  Gmeral  Orders  of  the  JDay." 

6.  All  questions  relating  to  the  priority  of  business  shall  be  decided 
without  debate. 

7.  The  Speaker  shall  preserve  order  and  decorum,  and  shall  de- 
cide all  questions  of  order,  subject  to  the  a[^al  of  the  House.  On 
every  appeal  from  the  deciaon  of  the  Speaker,  he  shall  have  the  right 
in  his  place  to  assign  his  reasons  for  his  decision.  He  shall  have  the 
right  to  name  any  member  to  perform  the  duties  of  the  chair,  but 
such  a  substitution  shall  not  extend  beyond  one  day,  unless  by  leave 
of  the  House. 

8.  When  the  House  shall  be  equally  divided,  ineludiagthe  Speak- 
er's vote,  the  question  shall  be  lost. 

9.  When  the  Speaker  is  putting  the  question  no  member  shall 
walk  across  or  out  of  the  House. 

10.  When  the  House  adjourns,  the  members  shall  keep  their  seats 
until  the  Speaker  shall  have  left  the  chair. 
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11.  Every  member  previous  to  his  speaking,  AM  rise  from  hif 
teat  and  address  himself  to  the  Speaker. 

12.  When  two  or  more  members  rise  at  once,  the  Speaker  shall 
same  the  member  who  is  first  to  speak. 

13.  No  member  shall  speak  more  than  twice  to  the  same  general 
question  without  leave  of  the  House  ;  nor  more  than  once  in  any 
ease,  until  every  member  choosing  to  speak  shall  have  spoken. 

14.  While  a  member  is  speaking,  no  member  shall  entertain  any 
private  discourse,  or  pass  between  him  and  the  chair. 

15.  A  member  called  to  order  shall  immediately  sit  down,  unless 
permitted  to  explain.  All  decisions  of  the  chair  on  questions  of  or- 
der shall  be  conclusive,  unless  reversed  on  appeal  to  the  House. 

16.  Every  member  who  shall  be  within  the  bar  of  the  House  when 
a  question  is  stated  from  the  chair,  shall  vote  thereon,  unless  he  be 
excused  by  the  House,  or  unless  he  be  directly  interested  in  the  ques- 
tion, in  which  case  be  shall  not  vote.  No  member  shall  be  permitted 
to  vote  OB  any  question,  unless  within  the  bar  when  his  name  is  called 
in  regular  order.  The  bar  of  the  House  shall  be  deemed  to  include 
only  the  Assembly  Chamber  within  the  rails,  including  the  cloak- 
room. 

17.  Petitions,  memorials,  and  other  papers  addressed  to  the  House 
shall  be  presented  by  th^  Speaker,  or  by  a  member  in  his  place. 

18.  Every  member  previous  to  presenting  a  petition  or  memorial 
shall  endorse  on  the  same  the  substance  thereof,  and  add  his  name  » 
the  clerk  shall  then  read  the  endorsement ;  after  which,  the  Speaker 
shall  put  the  question  on  the  reference  of  said  petition  or  memoriaU 

19.  Every  motion  shall  be  first  stated  by  the  Speaker  before  de- 
bate; and  every  such  motion  shall  be  reduced  to  writing,  if  the 
Speaker  or  any  member  desire  it, 

20.  After  a  motion  is  stated  by  the  Speaker,  it  shall  be  deemed  to 
be  in  the  possession  of  the  House,  but  may  be  withdrawn  at  any  time 
before  a  decision  or  amendment. 
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21.  If  the  question  in  debate  contam  seyeral  distinct  propositions, 
any  member  may  haye  the  same  dirided  ;  but  a  motion  to  strike  out 
and  msert  shall  be  indivi^ble. 

22.  When  a  blank  is  to  be  filled,  and  different  sums  or  times  are 
proposed,  the  question  shall  first  be  put  on  the  largest  sum  and  long- 
est time. 

23.  When  a  question  is  under  debate,  no  motion  shall  be  receired 
unless  for  a  call  of  the  House,  for  the  preyious  question,  to  postpone 
it  indefinitely,  to  adjourn  it  to  a  certain  day,  to  lay  it  on  the  table,  to 
commit  it,  to  amend  it,  or  to  adjourn  the  House. 

24.  A  motion  to  lay  a  question  on  the  table  shall  be  decided  with- 
out amendment  or  debate ;  a  motion  to  commit  until  it  is  decided, 
shall  preclude  all  amendment  and  debate  of  the  main  question  ;  and 
a  motion  to  postpone  a  question  indefinitely,  or  to  adjourn  it  to  a  day 
certain,  until  it  is  decided,  shall  preclude  all  amendment  of  the  main 
question. 


25.  The  <<  previous  question"  shall  be  as  follows — ^  Shall  tkB  i 
^stim  be  now  put  ?"  and  until  it  is  decided,  AM  preclude  all 
amendment  or  debate.  When  on  taking,  the  pretions  question,  the 
House  shall  decide  that  the  main  question  shall  not  now  be  put,  the 
main  question  shall  be  considered  as  still  remainii^  under  debate* 
The  ^^main  question"  shall  be  on  the  passage  of  the  bill,  resolution, 
or  other  matter  under  consideration  ;  and  in  cases  where  there  shall 
be  pending  amendments  which  have  been  adopted  in  committee  of 
the  whole,  but  not  acted  on  in  the  House,  the  question  shall  first  be 
taken  upon  such  amendments  in  their  order,  and  without  further  de. 
bate  or  amendment. 

.26.  A  motion  to  adjourn  the  House  shall  always  be  in  order,  and 
decided  without  debate. 

27.  In  all  cases  where'a  bill,  order,  resolution  or  motion  shall  be 
entered  on  the  journal  of  the  House,  the  name  of  the  member  moving: 
the  same  shall  also  be  entered  on  the  journal. 

.    28.  If  any  ten  members  require  it,  the  ayes  and  nays  upon  any 
question  shall  be  taken  and  entered  upon  the  journal. 

29.  All  committees  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Speakers  unless 
otherwise  especially  directed  by  the  House. 
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dO.  Select  comtnittees  to  whom  original  refefehoes  are  laade,  and 
all  committees  to  whom  priyate  claims  are  referred,  shall  in  all  case^ 
report  a  state  of  facts  with  their  opinion  thereon. 

81.  E^ery  bill  originating  in  this  House^  shall  be  introduced  by 
motion  for  leave,  or  by  an  order  of  the  House  and  a  report  of  a  com- 
mittee. One  day's  notice  at  least  shall  be  given  of  a  motion  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  unless  the  House  otherwise  unanimously  al* 
low ;  such  notire  shall  specify  the  subject  matter  of  such  bill ;  and 
all  resolutions  of  reference  and  instruction  to  committees  shall  state 
the  subject  to  be  referred. 

32.  All  bills  brought  mto  this  House  by  any  member  or  committee, 
ahall  be  endorsed  with  the  name  of  the  member  or  committee  bringing 
in  the  same;  all  bills  introduced  by  members  on  leave  shall  be  re- 
ferred to  one  of  the  standing  committees  or  to  a  select  committee  ; 
such  committee  may  report  adversely  to  the  entire  bill,  with  or  with- 
out amendment^  and  the  bill,  if  any,  reported  by  such  a  committee, 
ahall  then  become  the  bill  before  the  House  for  consideration. 

33»  The  titles  of  all  bills  introduced  into  the  house  for  repealing, 
modifying^  or  amending  any  existing  law,  shall  state  concisely  the 
subject  matter  sought  to  be  so  amended,  modified,  or  repealed. 

34.  No  private  bill  dtall  be  brought  into  this  House,  but  upon  a 
memorial  or  potion  presented  to  the  House,  and  signed  by  the  party 
or  parties  praying  for  such  bill,  except  by  the  unanimous  consetat  of 
the  House. 

3&.  No  bill  shall  be  committed  or  amended  until  it  has  been  twice 
r«€KL 

36.  Every  message  from  the  Senate  communicating  any  bill  for  the 
concurrence  of  this  House,  shall,  with  the  accompanying  documents, 
if  any,  be  referred  to  a  standing  or  select  committee  to  consider  and 
report  thereon*. 

37.  All  amendments  by  the  Senate  to  bills  which  have  passed  this 
House,  (dmll  be  referred  to  a  standmg  or  select  committee,  to  examine 
and  report  thereon,  unless  the  House  shall  otherwise  expressly  order 
«r  allow* 

dd.  In  forming  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  the  Speaker  shall 
leave  the  chair,  and  shall  appomt  a  chairman  to  preside. 
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-  39.  The  niles  of  the  House  shall  be  observed  in  the  committee  of 
the  whole  so  far  as  may  be  applicable,  except  limiting  the  number  of 
times  of  speaking,  and  except  that  the  ayes  and  noes  shall  not  be  ta- 
ken. Such  committee  maj  strike  out  the  enacting  clause  of  a  bill, 
and  report  that  fact  to  the  House :  and  if  the  report  be  agreed  to  by 
the  House,  it  shall  be  deemed  a  rejection  of  the  bill. 

40.  Bills  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  shall,  in 
comnuttee  of  the  whole  thereon,  be  first  read  through,  unless  the 
committee  shall  otherwise  order,  and  then  read  and  debated  by  sec- 
tions, leaving  the  title  to  be  last  considered.  All  amendments  shall 
be  noted  on  a  separate  piece  of  paper,  and  reported  to  the  House  by 
the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  the  whole  ;  after  the  report,  the 
bill  shall  be  still  subject  to  debate  and  amendment  before  the  ques- 
tion to  engross  is  put ;  and  such  amendments  only  shall  be  in  order,. 
as  were  offered  and  decided  in  conAnittee  of  the  whole  House. 

41.  A  similar  mode  of  proceeding  shall  be  observed  with  bills  which 
have  originated  in  the  Senate,  as  with  bills  originating  in  thiis 
Hpuse. 

42.  If,  at  any  time  when  in  committee  of  the  whole  House,  there 
be  not  present  a  quorum  to  do  business,  the  chairman  shall  ioMBe^* 
ately  report  that  fact  to  the  Speaker. 

43.  On  a  motion,  in  committee  of  the  whole  House  to  rise  and  re- 
port progress,  the  question  shall  be  decided  without  debate. 

44.  Every  bill  shall  receive  three  several  readings,  previous  to  its 
being  passed  ;  and  the  second  and  third  reading  shall  be  on  different 
days ;  and  the  third  reading  shall  be  on  a  day  subsequent  to  that  on 
which  the  bill  passed  in  committee  of  the  whole  House,  unless  the 
House  unanimously  direct  otherwise  f  and  the  question  on  the  final 
passage  of  a  bill  shall  be  taken  immediately  after  such  third  readings 
and  without  debate  :  and  no  bill  shall  be  read  the  last  time,  unless  it 
shall  have  been  once  printed  without  the  consent  of  a  majority  of  the 
members  present. 

46.  A  standing  committee  of  five  members  shall  be  appointed  to 
be  called  <^  The  committee  on  engrossed  bills  f  whose  duty  it  shall 
be  carefully  to  examine  all  the  bills  passed  by  this  House^  and  see 
that  the  same  are  correctly  engrossed,  and  report  the  same  to  the 
House  before  they  are  signed  by  the  Speaker. 
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46.  Reports  from  the  committee  on  engrossed  bills  shall  at  all 
times  be  in  order,  and  have  the  preference  to  any  other  business. 

47.  When  a  bill  passes  the  House,  the  Speaker  shall  certify  the 
I,  with  the  date  thereof,  at  the  foot  of  the  bill. 


48.  No  motion  for  reconsideration  shall  be  in  order  unless  on  the 
same  day  or  day  following  that  on  which  the  decision  proposed  to  be 
reconsidered  took  place ;  nor  unless  one  of  the  majority  shall  move 
such  reconsideration.  A  motion  for  reconsideration  being  put  and 
lost,  shall  not  be  renewed ;  nor  shall  any  subject  or  vote  be  a  second 
time  reconsidered  without  unanimous  consent. 

49.  A  standing  committee  of  five  members  shall  be  appointed  on 
bills  coming  within  the  ninth  Section  of  the  first  Article,  and  14th 
Section  of  Article  seven  of  the  Constitution  of  this  State  ;  and  when 
any  bill  shall  have  passed  in  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  which 
the  Speaker  may  entertain  doubts  whether  it  comes  within  the  pro* 
vision  of  either  of  the  said  sections,  it  shall  be  referred  to  the  said 
committee  to  examine  and  report  thereon,  before  the  question  on  the 
final  passage  shall  be  taken. 

60.  A  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  on  the  final  passage  of  any 
bill,  shall  be  made  by  ^  member  who  voted  in  favor  of  the  decision 
of  the  House  on  the  question  on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill ;  and 
except  in  the  case  of  a  two-third  bill,  a  majority  of  all  the  members 
elected  to  the  House  shall  be  required  to  rcconrider  the  same ;  and 
on  a  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  on  the  final  passage  of  any  bill 
requiring  the  assent  of  two-thirds  of  all  the  members  elected  to  this 
House,  two-thirds  of  the  members  elected  to  the  House  shall  be  re- 
quired to  reconsider  the  same.  But  the  vote  on  the  final  passage  of 
any  bill  creating,  continuing,  altering,  or  renewing  any  moneyed  in- 
corporation shall  not  be  reconsidered  whenever  such  bill  shall  be 
lost. 

51.  No  standing  rule  or  order  of  this  House  shall  be  suspended, 
changed  or  rescinded,  without  one  day's  previous  notice  being  given 
of  the  motion  therefor ;  nor  shall  the  60th  rule,  so  far  as  it  applies 
to  two-third  bills,  be  altered,  changed,  rescinded  or  suspended,  unless 
two-thirds  of  all  members  elected  to  this  House  agree  to  such  altera- 
tion, change,  rescinding  or  suq)en8ion. 
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52.  No  person,  unless  in  the  exercise  of  an  oflicial  duty  or  by  spe- 
cial invitation  of  a  member,  shall  be  admitted  on  the  floor  of  the 
House,  except  members  of  the  Senate,  Oovemor,  Lieutenant-Gover- 
nor, other  state  officers,  Regents  of  the  Univernty^  and  such  reporters 
as  the  Speaker  shall  deagnate*  The  privilege  of  admission  under 
any  invitation  shall  not  extend  beyond  the  day  on  which  such  invi- 
tation shall  be  given. 

is.  Standing  committees,  consisting  of  five  members  eacfa^  shall 
be  appointed  on  the  following  subjects: 

Ways  and  Means, 

Commerce  and  Navigation, 

Canals, 

Railroads, 

Banks  and  Insurance  Companies, 

Two-third  and  three-fifth  Bills, 

Colleges,  Academies  and  Common  Schools, 

Grievances, 

Privileges  and  elections. 

Petitions  of  Aliens, 

Erection  and  Division  of  Towns  and  Counties^ 

Claims, 

Internal  affiiirs  of  Towns  and  Counties, 

Medical  Societies  and  Colleges, 

Incorporation  of  Cities  and  Villages, 

Manufacture  of  Salt, 

Trade  and  Manufactures, 

State  Prisons, 

Engrossed  Bills, 

Militia  and  Public  Defence, 

Roads  and  Bridges, 

Public  Lands, 

Indian  A&irs, 

Charitable  and  Religious  Societies, 
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Agriculture, 

Expiring  Laws, 

Public  Printing) 

Expenditures  in  the  Executive  Department, 

Expenditures  of  the  House ;  and 

A  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  consisting  of  seven  members. 

And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  of  the  several  committees  to  in- 
quire into  the  matters  indicated  by  its  name,  and  to  report  thereon  to 
the  House  any  information,  and  any  bill  or  resolution  which  it  may 
deem  conducive  to  the  public  good. 

64.  There  shall  be  printed  of  course,  and  without  order,  380 
copies  of  all  original  bills  reported  by  committees  of  either  House; 
and  800  copies  of  all  messages  from  the  Governor,  (except  messages 
certifying  his  approval  of  bills,)  all  reports  of  standing  or  select  com- 
mittees, and  all  reports  or  communications  made  in  pursuance  of  law, 
or  of  a  resolution  of  this  House ;  which  number  shall  be  denominated 
the  usual  number.  And  all  motions  or  resolutions  for  the  printing  of 
an  extra  number  of  any  document,  paper  or  bill,  shall  be  referred  as 
of  course  to  the  printing  committee  to  report  thereon. 

55.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  committee  on  public  printing,  to 
examme  and  report  on  all  questions  of  printing  referred  to  them,  and 
to  state  an  approximate  estimate  of  the  cost  in  the  particular  case 
referred,  when  practicable:  to  examine,  from  time  to  time,  and  as- 
certain whether  the  prices  charged  for  printing  are  in  conformity  to 
the  contract  therefor,  and  whether  it  is  done  in  conformity  to  the  or- 
ders of  the  House,  and  without  unreasonable  delay  ;  to  ascertain  and 
report  what  number  of  copies  ought  usually  to  be  printed,  and  how 
distributed  ;  and  to  report  to  the  House,  from  time  to  time,  any  mea- 
sures they  may  deem  useful  for  the  economical  and  proper  manage- 
ment of  the  public  printing.  ' 

66«  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  committee  on  expenditures  of  the 
House  and  in  the  Executive  Department,  severally  to  inquire  into  the 
said  expenditures,  and  whether  the  same  have  been  made  in  confor- 
mity to  law,  and  whether  proper  vouohers  exist  for  the  same,  andi 
whether  the  funds  provided  for  the  purpose  are  economically  applied, 
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and  to  report  from  time  to  time  such  provisioDS,  laws  and  regulations 
as  may  conduce  to  economy,  and  secure  the  faithful  disbursement  of 
the  moneys  appropriated  by  law. 

57.  Resolutions  giving  rise  to  debate,  all  concurrent  resolutions  and 
those  containing  calls  for  infqmiation  from  the  Executive  Department, 
shall  lie  over  one  day  for  consid.«iatioil,  after  which  they  may  be  call* 
ed  up,  of  course,  under  the  order  of  business* 

58.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  committee  on  ways  and  means,  to 
examine  into  all  the  departments  of  the  government,  whether  Execar 
tive,  Legislative,  Ji^dicial  or  otherwise,  wh^re  salaries  or  emolumepti 
are  given ;  to  examine  ascertain  and  report  tp  the  House  what  o&r 
cers  can  be  dispensed  with,  and  what  salaries  or  emoluments  can  be 
V^iacfiAy  aud  how  far  consistent  mth  the  public  good,  and  to  take 
p^b  action  in  regard  to  section  eight,  of  article  seyen,  of  theConsti- 
ttttLon  of  this  State,  as  may  be  requisite. 

59.  No  bill  or  other  matter  shall  be  madQ  a  special  order  of  tbf 
day  for  a  particular  d^y,  without  the  aasen^  of  tworthirds  of  tl^ 
members  present.  It  shall  not  be  in  order  to  make  any  bill  or  other 
matter  a  special  order  of  the  day  fitom  day  to  day:  nor  sh^  mov^ 
than  two  bills  or  other  m^ittera  be  made  specia],  oirdjers  for  tb^  sem^ 
day. 

60.  Whenever  ten^  or  more  billa  shajll  h? .  in  readiqe^s  for  Sofil 
reading,  the  House  shall  assign  a  day  fpr  the  final  reading  of  miok 
bills^  whiph  day  shall  be  with^^  one  lyeek  thereafter.  At  the  timet 
appointed,  the  House  shall  proceed  to  the  fi^al  reading  of  bills,  ap4 
cpntinue  the  same  from  day  to  day,  under  the  order  of  third  reading 
eijf  bills,  until  all  bills  then  in  readiness  for  final  readi/ig  shaU  hav#^ 
\>(^efi  read,  except  as  herein  provided*  AU  bills  shall  have  their  last^ 
reading  in  the  order  in  which  tbp  same  shall  have  been  ordered  to  ai 
final  reading  in  the  House ;  but  the  House  may  assign  a  day,Qerta3iv 
for  the  final  reading  of  a  particular  bill :  or  it  may,  by  a  maj^^ty  of 
all  the  members  present,  order  any  bill  when  reached  to  lie  on  the 
table.  In  all  cases  where  a  bill  shall  be  so  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table,  it  shall  retain  its  place  in  the  order  of  the  final  reading  of  bills,^ 
bntflhall  not  be  called  opibs  consideration  unless  by  the  v>Q|te  of  a 
majoi^ty  of  the  members  presents 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


Sbtf^ie  ot  V(ti»^iX0rU^ 


No.  15. 


Df  ASSEMBLY,  JAN.  17, 1851. 


REPORT 

Of  the  committee  on  claims  on  the  petition  of  James 
M'Cabe  for  relief. 

The  committee  on  claims,  to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of 
James  M'Cabe  for  a  law  to  compensate  him  for  the  loss  of  his  canal 
boat  R.  P.  Hunt,  by  reason  of  the  breaking  of  weigh  Lock  No.  1 
in  the  city  of  Albany,  in  the  summer  of  1849, 

REPORT : 

That  the  tacts  as  they  appear  before  the  committee,  are  briefly 
these:  In  the  summer  of  1849,  the  petitioner  was  the  owner  of  the 
canal  boat  R.  P.  Hunt,  and  engaged  in  freighting  business  on  the 
Erie  canal.  That  on  or  about  the  19th  day  of  July  of  that  year,  his 
boat  loaded  wi)h  coal  going  west  was  passed  into  the  weigh  lock 
No.  1,  in  the  city  of  Albany  to  be  weighed  pursuant  to  the  refla- 
tions of  the  Canal  department ;  that  in  letting  the  boat  down,  one  of 
the  great  devices  broke,  and  the  lock  gave  way  by  reason  of  which 
the  boat  was  so  badiy  broken  as  to  be  entirely  worthless.  On  exam- 
ining the  device  it  was  found  to  have  been  cracked  apparently  for 
some  length  of  time.  The  above  facts  are  proved  by  the  affidavit  of 
'  W.  J.  Babcock,  who  at  the  time  had  charge  of  the  lock.  It  further 
appears  that  the  boat  was  worth  about  five  hundred  dollars. 

On  the  above  facts  your  committee  are  unanimously  of  the  opin- 
ion that  the  petitioner  is  justly  entitled  to  redress  from  the  State. 
They  therefore  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  his  relief. 

[Assemblyi  No.  16.  J  1  [u.  n.] 
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IN  ASSEMBLY,  JM.  22, 1851. 


REPORT 

Of  the  committee  on  the  expenditures  of  the  house  on 
the  resolution  making  enquiry  in  relation  to  Revised 
Statutes. 

The  committee  on  expenditures  of  the  House,  to  which  was  refer- 
red the  resolution  instructing  them  to  enquire  what  amount  was  paid 
for  the  copies  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  have  made  such  enquiries, 
and  report  the  following  : 

That  under  date  of  April  16, 1850,  the  State  is  charged  by  Little 
&  Co.  for  66  Revised  Statutes,  at  112.60  each,  making  a  total  of 
$812.50,  and  find  upon  enquiry,  that  this  is  about  the  usual  price 
that  they  have  been,  and  are  now  sold  for  in  the  bookstores,  to  the 
State  ;  but  your  conmiittee  are  unanimous  in  the  belief  that  they  are 
sold  to  individuals  for  f  12.00.  Also  from  the  librarian  your  com- 
mittee find  that  there  is  but  four  numbers  of  the  3d  edition  to  be 
%rand  in  library  ;  and  in  the  Secretary's  office,  there  is  none  of  the 
3d  edition,  all  being  of  the  first  and  second. 

Tour  committee  further  report  that  the  clerk's  account  for  1849, 
does  not  show  any  expenditure  for  Revised  Statutes. 


[Assembly  No.  16.]  1  [u.  n.| 
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IN  ASSEMBLY,  JAN.  21 1851. 


COfMMUiaCATION 


From  the  Comptroller  transmitting  additional  appropri- 
ations  required  for  expenses  of  government 

Comfx&qllbb's  Office,      } 
Albany^  January  20thj  1851.  ^ 

To  the  Honorable^  the  Speaker  of  the  JlssenMy : 

Sir — In  the  annual  report  of  the  late  Comptroller,  an  estimate  is 
referred  to  at  page  16  **  of  additional  appropriations  required  for  ex- 
penses of  government  during  the  remainder  of  the  fiscal  yean'' 
This  es(timate  seems  to  have  been  inadvertently  omitted.  I  have 
now  the  honor  to  submit  the  statement  which  was  intended  to  be  in- 
serted in  that  report. 

With  great  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

PH.  C.  FULLER, 

Comptroller. 


f  Asdembly,  No.  17.]  1  fu.  n.J 
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APPROPRIATIONS 

Required  for  expensei  of  govemtnent  during  the  year  ending  30th 
September^  1861,  which  were  not  provided  for  in  1850. 

Printing, $30,000  00 

Transportation  of  books,  journals  and  docu- 
ments of  the  Legislature,  &c., 6,600  00 

House  of  Refuge,  Western  New-York, 12,000  00 

Costs  of  suit, 5,000  00 
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IN  ASSEMBLY,  JAI.  22, 1851. 


REPORT 

Of  the  committee  of  Ways  and  Means  on  the  petition 
of  Thomas  J.  Strong,  &c. 

Mr.  Wheeler  from  the  committee  on  ways  and  means,  to  which 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Thomas  J.  Strong  and  George  W. 
Cheney,  praying  for  the  passage  of  an  act  authorizing  the  Comptrol- 
ler to  audit  their  account  for  the  publication  of  a  list  of  non-resident 
lands  in  the  county  of  Warren, 

REPORT : 

That  the  petitioners  allege  that  they  are  the  publishers  of  the 
**  Glens  Falls  Republican,''  and  ^^  Glens  Falls  Clarion,"  newspapers 
printed  and  published  in  the  county  of  Warren, 

That  they  were  directed  by  the  treasurer  of  said  county  of  Warren 
in  the  month  of  November  1850,  to  publish  in  their  respective  news- 
papers, a  list  of  lands  returned  to  the  Comptroller  from  said 
county  for  non-payment  of  taxes  in  the  year  1849,  together  with  a 
notice  that  such  lands  would  be  sold  at  public  auction  &c. 

That  they  did  publish  such  list  of  lands,  but  that  before  the  time 
specified  for  sale,  the  said  treasurer  discovered  that  he  had  misap- 
prehended or  misconstrued  one  of  the  provisions  of  the  act,  chap. 
298  of  *the  Laws  of  1850,  and  that  the  publication  of  such  list  of 
knds  was  premature. 

[Assembly,  No.  18.]  1  [u.  a.] 
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That  in  consequence  of  the  irregularity,  the  Comptroller  declined 
to  audit  the  accounts  of  the  petitioners  on  the  ground  that  there  was 
no  law  authorising  him  so  to  do.  It  is  true  that  the  unpaid  taxes  of 
the  year  1849  come  under  the  operations  of  the  chap.  298,  Laws 
1850.  But  by  the  provisions  of  the  same  chapter,  no  sale  of  the 
lands  upon  which  they  were  assessed,  can  be  had  until  the  first  Tues- 
day of  December  1852,  The  act  also  requires  the  directions  of  the 
Comptroller  to  the  county  treasurer  before  he  is  authorized  to  sell. 
No  such  direction»  were  or  could  be  given  in  the  case  presented. 
The  act  is  full  and  explicit  and  it  is  difficult  to  account  for  the  neg- 
ligence of  the  county  treasurer  in  prematurely  directing  the  adverti- 
sing 6{  the  lands  in  question. 

The  committee  have  felt  a  strong  desire  to  aid  the  petitioners  who 
as  they  allege  "  were  made  to  incur  the  same  expense  and  to  perform 
the  same  amount  of  labor  and  services  in  the  publication  of  such 
list  of  lands  as  they  would  have  been  subjected  to  had  such  publica- 
tion been  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  said  act." 

It  is  undoubtedly  true  that  the  treasurer  of  the  county  is  legally  li- 
able to  the  petitioners.  To  enforce  that  liability  might  be  deemed 
harsh  and  severe,  and  holding  public  officers  too  rigidly  to  a  strict 
performance  of  their  official  duty.  On  the  other  hand  the  commit- 
tee have  not  felt  at  liberty  to  sanction  the  dangerous  principle  that 
the  State  must  atone  for  losses  accruing  by  the  positive  negligence 
of  public  officers.  To  do  this  would  be  virtually  to  offer  a  premium 
for  official  negligence. 

Had  the  publication  made  by  the  petitioners  been  legal,  die  ex- 
pense would  have  been  a  charge  upon  the  county  of  Warren.  The 
committee,  strongly  desirous  of  doing  every  thing  in  their  power  con« 
sistent  with  their  duty  to  the  State  for  the  relief  of  the  petitioners, 
Bsrve  not  felt  at  liberty  to  recommend  the  granting  of  their  prayer, 
but  have  concluded  to  report  a  bill  authorizing  the  board  of  super- 
visors of  the  county  of  Warren  to  audit  the  claim  of  the  petitioners 
md  pay  the  same  or  such  portions  thereof  as  they  in  their  discretion 
may  think  just  and  proper, 
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IN  ASSEMBLY,  JAN.  23, 1851. 


REPORT 

Of  the  committee  on  claims  on  the  several  petitions  of 
James  Woodward  and  Ebenezer  Humphrey  for  canal 
damages. 

Mr«  SeveraDce  from  the  committee  on  claims  to.  which  was  refer- 
red the  petitions  of  James  Woodward  and  Ebenezer  Humphrey  ask^ 
iag  for  the  appraisal  and  payment  of  damages  sustained  by  them  re- 
spectively by  reason  of  the  enlargement  of  the  Erie  canal, 

REPORTS : 

That  the  circumstance  of  their  two  claims  are  so  nearly  alike  in 
all  particulars,  that  the  committee  have  thought  it  best  to  present 
the  facts  as  they  have  found  them  to  exist  in  l)oth  cases  in  one  report. 

Both  pfctitioners  reside,  and  own  dwelling  houses  and  small  lots  of 
about  an  acre  of  ground  each,  in  the  village  of  Whitesboro  in  the 
county  of  Oneida.     These  dwelling  houses  and  lots  are  situated 
about  sixty  rods  north  of  the  Erie  canal,  on  the  Rome  and  Utica  * 
road,  which  runs  nearly  parallel  therewith. 

Each  dwelling  house  and  lot  is  worth  about  $500,  and  constitute 
the  entire  property  of  the  petitioners.  Up  to  the  time  of  the  enlarge- 
ment of  the  Erie  canal,  neither  of  them  suffered  any  inconvenience 
or  injury  from  the  water  of  the  canal.  Their  entire  premises  were 
fitted  for  the  purpose  for  which  they  were  intended,  and  the  cellar 
and  basement  of  their  dwelling  houses  were  dry  and  comfortable. 

[Assembly  No.  19.]  1 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


S  [AsaXBCBLT 

Immediately  after  the  enlargement,  and  daring  the  navigation  of 
the  canal,  a  great  change  took  place.  The  cellar  and  basement 
rooms  of  their  houses  were  covered  with  water  to  such  an  extent  as 
to  render  them  entirely  useless,  and  each  of  them  suffered  much  inju- 
ry in  consequence  of  the  amount  of  water  which  constantly  remained 
on  their  premises.  Mr.  Humphrey  was  obliged  to  place  lime  and 
other  disinfecting  agents  in  his  cellar  to  protect  himself  and  family 
from  the  unwholesome  efiSuvia  which  emanated  from  the.  stagnant 
water  therein,  and  lost  the  use  of  his  well  of  water  which  had  previ- 
oi^ly  been  of  great  use  and  convenience  to  his  family.  The  build- 
ings have  been  subjected  to  a  more  rapid  decay  by  reason  of  the  damp- 
ness which  pervades  them.  Mr.  SVoodward  has  suffered  the  same 
evils,  has  lost  the  use  of  his  garden  to  a  considerable  extent,  and 
several  of  the  members  of  his  family  have  suffered  sickness,  occasion- 
ed as  testified  1o  by  his  family  physician,  by  the  damp  and  unwhole- 
some situation  of  his  apartment.  All  these  losses  and  injuries  have 
arisen,  evidently,  from  the  enlargement  of  the  Erie  canal.  In  order 
to  drain  the  premises  of  the  petitioners,  it  will  become  necessary  to 
dig  a  ditch  extending  from  the  premises  in  question  to  the  Mohawk 
river,  a  distance  of  nearly  one  mile  ;  and  the  petitioners  are  illy  able 
to  incur  such  an  expense.  Their  property  has  become  damaged  ma* 
terially  and  their  safety  endangered,  and  your  committee  are  unani* 
mously  of  the  opinion,  they  each  have  a  just  claim  upon  the  State. 
The  facts  contained  in  this  report,  are  particularly  set  forth  in  the 
petitions  referred,  sworn  to  by  the  petitioners,  and  corroborated  by  the 
certificates  of  several  of  their  immediate  neighbors,  represented  to 
your  committee  as  persons  of  standing  and  integrity. 

Your  committee  therefore  ask  leave  to  introduce  bills  for  the  re* 
lief  of  the  petitioners  respectively. 
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(N.  )' 


Abstract  of  ammunition  %M$utd  at  Bataivia  Arsenal  from  the  1th  March 
)  to  2Ut  December^  I860. 

12th  July,  1850.    Eleven  qr.  casks  of  powder,  in  conformity  with 
general  orders  224. 


( <>• ) 

Abstract  of  camp  equipage  issued  at  Buffalo  Arsenai  frwn  1th  March 
to  31st  December,  1850. 
To  Col.  H.  K.  Velie,  65th  regt.,  116  common  tents,  115  common 
tent  poles,  425  tent  pins. 


Abstract  of  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores  issued  at   Waterlown  Arse* 
nalfrom  1th  March  to  3\$t  December,  1850. 

To  Canandaigua  Arsenal,  760  muskets,  1  brass  6  pr.  cannon,  1  6 
pr.  carriage. 


(R.  ) 

Abstract  of  articles  sold  at  Watertown  Arsenal,  from  1th  March  to 
3lst  December,  1850. 

August  3, 1850.  4  6  pr.  iron  cannon,  11 U  muskets,  unservice- 
able, 1412  cartridge  boxes  and  belts,  unserviceable,  47  canteens,  363 
knapsacks,  1  ladder,  2  qr.  casks  powder,  375  12  pr.  balls,  21  lbs. 
grap«  shot. 


(S.  ) 

done  An 
ember,  II 

To  Col.  S.  M.  Hickok,  34th  regt.,  478  muskets. 


Abstract  of  arms  issued  at  Malone  Arsenal  from  1th  March  to  Zlst 

December,  1850. 
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(T.  ) 

MstraU  of  articles  told  at  MUone  Arsenal  from  1th  March  ioZlst 

December,  1860. 
Jnne,  186P.     1  12  pr.  iron  cannon,  onserriceable,  2  6  pr.  iron, 
canndn,  unserTiceable,  2  6  pr.  carriages^  unserviceable. 


(U.  ) 

Abstract  of  articles  sold  at  Russell  Arsenal j  ftom  1th  March  to  Zlst 

December,  1850. 
Aug.  2, 1860.      384  muskets  unserviceable,  14  cartridge  tx>xe8, 
unserviceable,  1  6  pr.  iron  cannon,  unserviceable,  1  6  pr.  carriage, 
unserviceable,  16,333  musket  blank  cartridges. 


Abstract  of  articles  issued  and  sold  at  Elizabethtoum  Arsenal  from 
1th  March  to  Zlst  December,  1850. 
Issued  to  Canandaigua  Arsenal,  1  6  pr.  brass  cannon,  1  6  pr.  car- 
riage.   Issued  in  conformity  with  general  orders  No.  224 1  16  kegi 
fixed  ammunition. 


Sold  August 

BM,  1850. 

1  6  pr.  iron  cannon. 

unserviceable. 

1  6  pr.  carriage  unserviceable 

1  tumbril, 

do 

20  O.  haversacks,       do 

1137  pistols, 

do 

4  rifles,                         do 

19  pistols, 

do 

35  cavalry  sabres,         do 

35  sabre  belts, 

do 

25  art.  sword  belts,      do 

735  bayonet  scab,  belts,    do 

735  bayonet  scabbarsd,  do 

781  cartridge  boxes, 

do 

781  cap  box  plates. 

1  saddle,            \ 

do 

100  canteens  &  straps,  do 

1  national  flag. 

do 

1  tent  floor,                  do 

1  halyard, 

do 

2  rms.  wrapping  paper,  do 

\  box  window  glass. 

do 

1  cross  cut  saw,            do 

1  hammer. 

do 

1  saw,                          do 

1  anvil. 

do 

60  knapsacks,               dp 

1  vice, 

do 

1  block  and  tackle. 

1  old  wheel, 

do 

1  blacksmith's  bellows,  do 

8  4  pr.  balls. 
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m  ASSEMBLY,  JM.  7,  1851. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 
Of  the  Commissary-General  of  the  State  of  New-York. 

STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 
•.  Commissart-Gekeral's  Officis,  ) 

j  Jfeuh  York  J  January  idy  1851 .    { 

To  His  Excellency  Washington  Hunt, 

Crovemor  of  the  State  of  J^Tew-York. 
Sir, — ^I  hare  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit  a  report  ot  the  coa- 
lition of  the  department  confided  to  my  care. 

On  the  seventh  of  March  last  there  were  twelve  arsenals  in  the 
Itate,  as  per  former  reports.  There  was  also  one  lursenal  lot  in 
flattsburgh,  Clinton  county,  (the  arsenal  having  been  burned  during 
^e  war  of  1813  or  14.)  The  arsenal  in  Buffalo  is  a  mere  depot ; 
le  building  belongs  to  the  city,  and  was  leased  to  the  State  in  1814 
KT  military  purposes,  on  condition  that  the  State  keep  the  building 
I  good  repsdr,  and  insure  for  a  certain  amount.  The  military  depot 
I  Troy  has  been  discontinued,  there  being  no  further  necessity  for 
^h  an  establishment  there  since  the  organization  of  the  24th  regi- 
^nt  in  that  vicinity.  The  arsenals  in  Albany,  Ontario,  and  Oenesee 
inttes  have  all  been  repaired,  and  are  now  in  as  good  condition  as 
leemed  advisable  to  put  them  in,  under  present  circumstances. 

[n  compliance  with,  and  by  authority  of  the  law  passed  in  April| 
(0,  chapter  S69,  sec.  1,  the  arsenal  lot  in  Clintoa  county,  and  ttie 
[Assembly,  No.  80.]  1  [a.  n.J 
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mmmIs  and  arsenal  lota  in  EaseZ)  St.  Lawrence,  Jefferaos^  isi 
Onondaga  counties,  were  sold  at  public  sale,  and  reports  made  to  the 
OoTemor,  (as  required  by  tke  2d  section  of  the  act,)  and  one-fouith 
of  the  purchase  money  paid  into  the  State  treasury.  The  whole 
amount  of  these  sales  was  $1,762. 

^  The  arms  and  other  property  in  those  arsenals,  belonging  to  the 
State,  and  which  had  become  unserriceable  and  useless  for  military  p\l^ 
poses,  were,  under  the  same  act,  sold  mostly  at  public  sale :  m 
Essex  county,  for  $868.96,  except  one  brass  six-pounder  cannoD, 
which  was  sent  to  the  arsenal  in  Ontario  county,  in  good  order. 
In  Franklin  county,  three  old  iron  cannon  were  sold  for  $75.    The 
muskets  in  this  arsenal  were  issued  to  the  commandant  of  the  34th 
regiment  by  general  orders.     The  equipments  and  other  property  in 
the  buildbg  are  all  worthless,  and  yet  remain  unsold.    All  the  amis 
and  other  property  in  the  arsenal  in  St.  Lawrence  county  were  sold 
Ibr  $282.8S.    In  the  Jefiersoh  county  arsenal,  all  the  arms  and  other 
property  were  sold  for  $940.20,  except  one  six  pounder  brass  cannon^ 
and  seven  hundred  and  sixty  muskets ;  these,  also,  were  sent  to  the 
arsenal  in  Chitario  county,  in  good  order,  agreeable  to  the  3d  section 
of  the  act.    The  arsenal  in  the  county  of  Onondaga  has  contained 
no  arms  for  many  years  past. 

By  authority  of  title  8,  article  2,  sees.  11  and  12  of  the  militia  law 
of  1847,  there  has  been  sold,  reported,  and  paid  into  the  State  trea- 
sury, to  the  first  day  of  December,  for  old  arms,  equipments,  and 
other  military  property  that  had  become  unserviceable  and  useless  ta 

the  State,  the  amount  of $2,630  Oa 

Sales  for  arms  and  equipments,  under  the  law  of  1850,         2,1 66 
Sales  for  arsenal  and  arsenal  lots,  under  the  law  of  1850,         1 ,752  O' 

Total  sales  from  7th  March  to  Ist  Dec,  1850, . ,        $6^48  0< 


0 

In  consequence  of  the  right  of  the  State  in  the  old  arsenal  propcrt 
in  Elm  and  Franklin  streets  having  been  relinquished  by  the  Stat< 
to  the  corporation  of  the  city  of  New- York,  and  the  corporaticw 
having  subsequently  leased  the  same  for  other  than  military  purposes 
it  will  become  necessary  to  vacate  the  old  buildings  early  !n  tl* 
coming  s|Mring,when  (uiUess  other  provisions  are  made)  all  the  ann^ 
and  oUier  property  and  stpres  now  on  the  old  ground,  must  be  rd 
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moTeil  to  the  new  trflenal  on  Fifth  aTmue,  which^  I  regret  to  fky,  is 
not  in  a  anitable  condition  to  contain  so  large  amount  of  valuable 
property  as  now  belongs  to  the  State,  and  located  in  the  city  of  New- 
York. 

The  new  arsenal  now  requires  repairing,  and  painting  inside  and 
out  J  also  a  new  stoop  or  stairway  at  the  front  centre  entrance,  be- 
sides stairs  from  the  second  to  the  fourth  stories  inside.  The  vnndows 
never  haying  been  finished,  require  completing,  to  secure  the  building 
from  the  weather.  The  exterior  also  requires  improving.  A  portion 
of  the  ground  adjoining  the  arsenal  should  be  graded  or  levelled  with 
the  ground  in  front  of  the  building :  a  fence  in  front,  to  enclose  the 
property  from  the  public  road,  is  also  much  needed  for  its  protection 
and  preservation  from  intruders. 

It  is  desirable  that  suitable  buildings  be  erected  for  the  occupancy 
of  those  employed  in  and  about  the  building,  both  for  the  protection 

of  property,  as  well  as  the  interests  of  the  State  respectively* 

• 

There  have  been,  since  the  organization  of  this  department,  (over 
40  years)  a  dwelling  and  an  o£5ce  attached  to  the  arsenal  in  the  city 
of  New-York,  for  the  accommodation  of  the  Commissary  General,  as 
well  as  for  the  convenience  of  those  doing  buaness  with  the  depart- 
ment. I  would  now  suggest,  whether  it  would  not  be  for  the  benefit 
of  the  department,  as  well  as  the  interest  of  the  State,  to  erect  a  suit- 
able dwelling  house  and  office  on  the  new  arsenal  ground,  comer  Fifth 
avenue  and  Sixty-fifth  st.,  and  would  therefore  respectfully  recommend 
that  the  honorable  the  Legislature  appropriate  the  sum  of  fifteen  tho- 
sand  dollars  for  the  objects  above  stated,  to  be  disbursed  by,  or  under 
the  direction  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  (Mce. 

I  would  also  recommend  that  a  law  be  passed  directing  the  sale 
of  all  the  iron  ordnance,  and  all  unserviceable  muskets,  as  well  as 
all  other  arms,  equipments,  and  other  military  stores  in  the  State. 
There  are  at  this  time  over  one  hundred  pieces  of  iron  ordnance,  more 
than  five  thousand  muskets,  besides  a  large  quantity  of  other  arms 
and  stores  in  the  several  arsenals,  that  never  will,  under  any  circum- 
stance, be  issued  or  required  for  service. 
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!  Besides^  these  old  arms  are  daily  depreciating  in  value,  owing  to 
,i]ia  cannon  carriages  bebg  very  old,  aud  many  of  them  much  de- 
cayed, and  will  soon  be  entirely  worthless.  The  equipments  are  of 
a  yery  old  pattern,  and  altogether  unsuitable  for  present  use.  Ma- 
ny of  the  muskets  were  made  years  before  the  war  of  1812  ;  copse- 
quently  are  unsafe,  dangerous,  and  altogether  unfit  for  use,  and 
ought  no  longer  to  be  annually  reported  as  a  part  of  the  military 
organization  of  the  State. 

There  are  at  this  time  more  than  two  hundred  pieces  of  brass  ordnance 
in  the  arsenals,  and  in  the  possession  of  organized  corps  in  the  State, 
all,  or  nearly  al^,  new  and  in  perfect  order,  mostly  mounted,  or  ready 
to  mount  at  a  moment's  notice.  There  are  muskets  that  could  be 
put  in  serviceable  condition,  more  than  sufficient  to  supply  the  mili- 
tia of  the  State,  imder  the  present  organization,  at  a  comparatively 
ismall  expense. 

I  would  recommend  also,  that  the  29th  section  of  the  militia  law, 
passed  15th  December,  1847,  be  so  amended  as  to  conform  to  the 
powers  of  the  Commissary  General,  or,  that  the  Commissary  Gene- 
ral be  empowered  to  carry  into  effect  the  provisions  of  that  section. 

There  are  now  five  arsenals  in  the  State,  one  in  the  city  of  New- 
York,  one  in  the  city  of  Albany,  one  in  Canandaigua,  Ontario  coun- 
ty^ one  in  Batavia,  Genesee  county,  and  one  in  Buffalo,  Erie  county. 

There  are  two  magazines,  one  in  the  city  of  New- York  and  one 
in  Albany. 

There  were  on  the  7th  of  March  last  in  the  State  treasury  to  the 

credit  of  this  department, • $4,297  28 

Appropriation  for  the  year  1850  and  51, 15,600  00 

19,797  28 

ibcpenses  of  the  department  for  nine  months  to  30th 

of  November  inclusive, 8,839  57^ 

Balance  due  department  on  the  1st  December, 10,957  70| 

$19,797  28 
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About  $1,600  of  the  amount  expended ,  have  been  for  repairs  and 
improvements,  necessary  to  put  and  keep  the  buildings  in  suitable 
condition  for  the  protection  and  preservation  of  the  public  property  ; 
and  about  $500  paid  for  the  recovery  of  old  cannon  and  muskets, 
found  in  difiercnt  parts  of  the  Slate,  where  they  had  been  left  or  de- 
serted by  different  corps  disbanded  by  the  present  organization,  and 
for  ammunition  issued  under  general  orders,  for  extraordinary  occa- 
sions. Thus  leaving  the  ordinary  expences  of  the  department 
about  $6,839.57^ 

For  a  detailed  amount  of  public  property,  see  table  annexed.  For 
amount  of  arms  and  stores  purchased,  received,  recovered,  issued, 
sold,  and  expended,  see  Abstracts  lettered  A  to  Y,  inclusive. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

DANIEL  LEE, 

Commissary  General. 
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Pvchafles    New-Tork   Arsenal, • .  •  •  •  Atetract  A. 

Rec^d.  from  militia  officers,    do do  B. 

Rec'd.  from  United  States     do do  C. 

Arms  recovered                    do do  D. 

Rtc'd.  at  Canandaigua           A9 do  E. 

Rec'd.  at  Albany                   do do  F. 

Issues  of  property  N.  Y.        do  « do  O. 

Issues  of  powder      do           do do  H. 

Articles  sold             do          do • do  L 

Eiqpenditures           do          do t  •••••••  •  do  J. 

Issues,  Albany                      do  •  • do  E. 

Issues  of  powder,  Albany      do  •  •  •  •  • do  L. 

Issues,  Troy                         do •  •  • .  do  M. 

Bataria                      do do  N. 

Bnfiblo                     do do  O. 

Watertown                do do  P. 

Sold          do                          do do  R. 

Issues,  Malone                     do • dp .  S* 

Sold        do                         do do  T. 

do     Russell                      do do  U. 

Issued  &  sokl)Eiizabethtown  do s do  V. 

Annual  return, « • 


MILITARY  STOREKEEPERS.       * 

J.  H.  Hobart  Ward, New-York  Arsenal. 

Renssalaer  West, Albany  do 

W.  T.  Willard, Troy  do 

Horace  Frizell, Onondaga        do 

George  Drew,.. ,,  «••» Canandaigua    do. 


Daniel  D.  Waite, Batayia  do 

James  W.  Brown, •  •  •  • Bnfialo  do 

R.  E.  Bacon, •  •  Watestown     do ; 

Samuel  Kelsey, Russell  do 

U,  D.  Wheeler, Malone  da 

E.  F.  Williams, > Elizabethtown  do 
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Abstract  of  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores  recived  at  Canandaigua 
Arsenal^  from  1th  March  to  Zlst  December^  1850. 


DATE. 

OF  WHOM  RECEIVED. 
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12 

Watertown  Arsenal^ •  •••• 
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Jlhstrad  of  articles  sold  by  Daniel  Lee^  Commissary  General  State  of 
JfeuhYork,  from  1th  March  to  3st  December,  1850. 
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AhHract  of  ammunition  issued  at  Albany  Arsenal  from  lih  March  to 
Zlst  December^  1860. 


DATE. 

TO  WHOM  ISSUED. 
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Capt.  J.  Osbom,  25  reg., .  •  • 
Capt  H .  A.  Mercer,  24  reg.,. 
Cppt  Fredendall,  25  reg.,.. 
Col.  W.T.Willard,24reg. 
S.  J.  Farnham,  Newburgh, . 
Capt.  C.  E.  Brintnall  24  reg. 
R.  D.  Fuller,  Watervleit,... 
Col  E.  Frisby,  25  reg.,  . . , 

Mayor  of  Schenectady, 

Oenl.  Barnside, . .  •  • 

"■^^ 

20 

•  •  •  • 

Jniie27 

July  10 
27 
11 

'26 

100 

100 

11 

12 

14 

Genl.  Miller,. 

17 

Genl.  F.  Jacobs, 

25 

Genl.  Bradley, 

Aug.24 
27 

Col.  P.  S.  SlaflFord,32  reg.,. 
Col.J.W.DePeyster,22  reg., 
Capt.  Jos.  Wright, 21  reg.,. 
Capt.  L.  Wilson,  66  reg.,  . . 
Col.  J.  S.  Crocker,  30  reg ,. 
Genl.  J.  S.  Blanchard,  .... 

Col.  G.  E.  Danforth, 

Capt  R.  W.  Judson, 

Col.  J.  D.  Shaw, 

6 

•••• 
.... 

25 

3 

8 
6 
15 
10 
6 
3 

% 

6 
6 

40 

Sept.  1 
17 

26 

17 

17 

28 

30 

24 

Oct.    9 

Col.  A.  Brown* 

NoT.16 

Citizens  of  Albany, 

Clinton  orison..  ..••••.••• 

18 

Total  issued,  .••• 

• ... 
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Ef  ASSEMBLY,  JM.  7,  1851. 


Annual  Beport  of  the  Superintendent  of  Common  Schools. 

STATE  OF  NEW  YORK, 
SECRETARY'S  OFFICE, 
Department  of  Common  Schools, 
Albany f  January  7, 1861. 

To  THE  Speaker 
I  Of  the  Assembly : 

Sir — In  compliance  with  the  law  of  1847,  chapter  360, 1  here- 
with transmit  to  the  Legislature  the  annual  report  of  the  Superintend- 
I      ent  of  common  schools  and  the  documents  and  abstracts  accompany- 
I      ing  the  same. 

!  Very  respectfully, 

I  your  obedient  servant, 

CHRISTOPHER  MORGAN, 
I  StqfH  of  Common  Schools, 
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REPORT. 


SECRETARY'S  OFFICE, 

D£PARTlffENT  OF  CoMMOX  ScHOOLS, 

Mbany,  January  7,  1851. 

TO  THE  LEGISLATURE. 

The  Superintendent  of  Common  Schools,  ib  accordance  with  the 
requisitions   of  the   law,  has   the  honor  to  submit  the   following 

ANNUAL  BEF0RT« 

CONDITION  OF  THE  COMMON  SCHOOLS. 

From  the  returns  of  the  seyeral  town  superintendents,  made  to  ihv 
county  clerks  of  the  respective  counties,  and  bearing  date  on  the  fir^i 
<lay  of  July  last,  an  abstract  of  which  will  be  found  In  Table  A.  an* 
oezed,  it  appears  that  the  whole  number  of  school  districts  in  the 
State,  duly  organized  at  that  date,  was  11,397,  bein^j^  an  increase  ol 
206  during  the  preceding  year.  Of  thb  number  8,394  are  composed 
of  territory  wholly  situated  in  the  town  where  the  school  house  of 
the  district  stands,  and  the  remainder  are  joint  districts,  formed  from 
two  or  more  adjoining  towns. 

Reports,  in  accordance  with  law,  have  been  received  by  the 
several  town  superintendents  from  the  trustees  of  11,173  of  these 
districts,  leaving  124  districts  from  which  no  returns  were  made. 
These  reports  bear  date  on  the  1st  day  of  January,  1850,  and  refer 
to  the  condition  of  the  several  schools  during  the  year  1849.  The 
average  period  during  which  the  schools  were  taught,  during  that 
year,  by  duly  qualified  teachers,  in  accordance  with  law,  was  eight 
months.  The  whole  number  of  children,  between  the  ages  of  five 
and  sixteen  years,  residing  in  the  several  districts  of  the  State,  on 
the  31st  day  of  December,  1849,  was  735,188  ;  and  the  number  of 
children  taught  during  the  preceding  year  was  794,500,  being  an  ex- 
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cess  of  59,312  over  the  number  between  the  ages  of  five  and  sixteeoy. 
and  16,191  over  the  whole  number  taught  in  1848.  Of  the  number 
thus  taught,  9,079  had  been  under  instruction  during  the  entire  year; 
18,455  for  ten  months  and  less  than  twelve;  59,315  for  eight  months 
and  less  than  ten;  106,100  for  six  months  and  less  than  eight; 
167,732  for  four  months  and  less  than  six;  198,022  for  two  months 
and  less  than  four,  and  200,128  for  a  period  less  than  two  months. 
The  period  of  attendance  of  the  remaining  35,669  is  not  included  m 
the  reports  of  the  trustees,  which  have  bee»  found  very  defective  in 
this  respect,  from  the  difficulty  of  ascertaining  the  requisite  data  upon 
which  to  base  these  returns 

ESTIMATES  AND  ACCOUNTS  OF  EXPENDITURES  OF 
SCHOOL  MONEYS. 
During  the  year  embraced  in  the  report  of  the  trustees,  the  whole 
amount  of  money  paid  for  teachers'  wages  in  the  several  districts 
from  which  reports  were  received  was  $1,322,696.24,  of  which 
$767,389.20  was  public  Hioney,  $508,724.56  raised  on  rate  bills 
from  those  sending  to  school,  $31,834.27,  raised  by  district  tax  to 
supply  deficiencies  in  the  collection  of  such  rate  bills,  and  $14,748. 
21  raised  in  like  manner  to  defray  the  rate  bills  of  indigent  persons, 
exempted  by  the  trustees  in  the  mode  prescribed  by  law.  The 
number  of  children  thus  placed  on  the  list  of  indigent  exempts  dur- 
ing the  year  1849,  was  18,686. 

The  aggregate  amount  of  Hbraiy  money  expended  during  the  same 
year  in  the  purchase  of  books,  and  articles  of  school  apparatus  au- 
thorised by  law  was  $92,456.78  ;  and  the  amount  raised  by  dis- 
trict taxation  for  such  apparatus,  for  book  cases  and  other  purposes 
connected  with  the  several  district  libraries,  was  $2,628.73,  making 
an  aggregate  of  $95,085.51  for  library  expenditures  and  school  ap- 
paratus. 

The  following  sums  were  raised  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  several 
districtSji  during  the  year  1849,  by  district  taxation  in  addition  to 
those  above  specified  for  the  respective  purposes  enumerated,  viz  : 

For  purchasing  sites, $23,490  62 

building  school  houses, - 154,932  06 

renting  houses  or  rooms  for  school, - -        2,724  67 

"    repairing  school  houses, 52,090  75 

"Insurance  on        do       3,72197 

"   fuel  for        do         62,334  29 

"    other  purposes, 49,592  13 
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Amount  as  above  stated  raised  for  supplying  deficiencies 

in  ratebills, 31,834  27 

do    do     for  book  cases  and  apparatus,- ------•«--•  2,628  73 

do    do    for  exemptions  of  indigent  children, —  ••--  14,748  21 

Showing  3n  aggregate  amount  of, - $398,097  70 

Raised  by  district  taxation  during  the  year.     Add  to 

this  the  amount  raised  by  rate  bill, $503,724  66 

And  the  whole  amount  contributed  by  the  inhabitants 
of  the  several  districts  for  the  support  of  schools 
during  the  year,  will  be, $906,822  26 

Amount  of  public  money  as  above  received  and  ex- 
pended during  the  year  for  teachers,  wages  and  li- 
braries,     $859,845  98 


Total  expenditure  for  school  purposes  in  1849, $1,766,668  24 

The  whole  amount  of  public  money  received  from  all  sources  du- 
eling the  year  ending  on  the  first  day  of  July  last,  by  the  several 
town  superintendents,  was  $1,035,851.85;  of  which  $730,798.12 
have  been  apportioned  among  the  several  districts,  in  the  mode  pre- 
scribed by  law,  for  teachers'  wages,  $91,363.90  for  library  purposes 
and  the  residue  for  contingent  expenses  in  the  several  cities  and  large 
towns,  where  special  provisions  of  law  exist. 

The  number  of  private  unincorporated  and  select  schools  in  the 
State,  is  reported  at  1697,  and  the  aggregate  number  of  pupils  in 
attendance  upon  such  schools  during  the  year  1849,  at  70,606. 

IMPROVEMENT  AND   MANAGEMENT  OF   THE    COMMON 
SCHOOL  FUND. 

The  accompanying  table,  marked  B,  contains  a  statement  furnish- 
ed by  the  Comptroller  shewing  the  increase  and  diminution  of  the 
capital  of  the  Common  School  Fui.d,  during  the  year  ending  on  the 
30th  of  September  last,  and  the  present  revenue  of  that  fund,  by 
which  it  will  appear  that  the  capital  of  this  fund  has  been  increased 
during  the  year  by  the  sum  of  $17,109  87;  and  that  the  balance  of 
revenue  now  in  the  treasury,  applicable  to  Cominon  School  purposes, 
in  addition  to  the  revenue  accruing  from  the  United  States  Deposits 
Fund,  is    $137,524.07.     The    amount    of   revenue    annually    con- 
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tributed  to  this  object  from  the  avails  of  the  Deposite  Fund  is  $165, 
000,  which  added  to  the  amount  above  stated  accruing  from  the 
.  Common  School  Fund,  gives  an  aggregate  of  $302,524.07,  as  the 
present  revenue  of  the  combined  funds.  As  ijinder  the  existing  pro- 
visions of  law,  not  only  the  capital  but  the  revenue  of  this  fund  is^ 
constantly  and  steadily  increasing,  no  good  reason  is  perceived  why 
the  apportionment  for  the  ensuing  year,  based  upon  the  ratio  of  the 
population  of  the  State  as  ascertained  by  the  census  just  completed, 
may  not  be  increased  from  $285,000  to  $300,000.  This  amount  in 
connection  with  the  sums  required  by  the  present  law  to  be  raised 
upon  the  several  counties  and  towns,  by  the  respective  boards  of  su- 
pervisors will  contribute  $900,000  to  the  support  of  schools  and 
district  libraries  for  the  ensuing  year,  independently  of  any  other 
provision;  leaving  only  about  $500,000  to  be  raised  by  district  tax- 
ation in  the  entire  State,  including  the  several  cities,  where  nearly 
one-half  of  this  amount  is  already  provided  for  by  special  laws.  If 
however,  the  system  of  district  taxation  shall  be  wholly  dispensed 
with,  a  measure  which  it  is  earnestly  hoped  will  be  adopted,  and  an 
adequate  system  of  State  or  county  taxation  substituted  in  its  stead, 
this  liberal  increase  of  the  State  apportionment  will  materially  lessen 
the  amount  thus  required  to  be  raised. 

DISTRICT  LIBRARIES.  • 

The  whole  number  of  volumes  in  the  several  school  district  li- 
braries of  the  State,  on  the  31st  of  December  1849,  was  1, 449,  950, 
being  an  increase  of  40,796  volumes  during  the  year  reported,  and 
comprising  an  average  of  127  volumes  to  each  school  district. 

The  system  of  district  libraries  is  one  peculiar,  it  is  believed  to 
our  own  State.  Attempts  have  from  time  to  time,  been  made  to  in- 
troduce it  into  the  school  organizations  of  other.  States;  but  hitherto 
without  permanent  success.    Its  benefits  are  beyond  the  reach  of  com- 

.  putation.  It  pUces  at  the  command  of  every  inhabitant  of  every 
school  district  in  the  State,  a  collection  of  literary  and  scientific  in- 
formation, embracing  every  department  of  useful  and  practical 
knowledge,  apd  well  adapted  to  excite  a  taste  in  the  minds  of  the 
young  for  reading  and  reflection.  In  the  absence  however  of  any 
efficient  local  supervisien,  there  is  too  much  reason  to  believe  that 
WiMXkj  of  these  libraries  are  culpably  neglected  by  those  officers,  whose 
special  duty  it  is  to  take  charge  of  them  ;  and  that  a  very  large  pro- 

,  portion  of  the  benefits  which  might  otherwise  be  derived  irom  them* 
art  thus  lost  to  the  iahabitants  of  the  districts.    Injudicious  selections 
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of  books  are  idso  not  unfrequeofly  made  by  the  trustees,  and  tbe 
library  funds  committed  to  their  charge,  squandered  upon  worthless 
or  worse  than  worthless  publications.  The  attention  of  .the  Legisla- 
ture is  respectfully  requested  to  the  expediency  of  such  a  modification 
of  the  law  in  this  respect,  as  shall  more  effectuaUy  secure  the  i^- 
ciency,  and  utility  of  these  institutions. 

The  Superintendent  begs  leave  to  renew  the  suggestion  made  in 
the  last  annual  report  from  this  department,  in  reference  to  the  ex- 
pediency of  supplying  each  district  library  of  the  State,  with  a  copy 
of  Webster's  unabridged  American  Dictionaiy.  It  is  in  every  respect, 
quite  desirable  that  6ur  standards  of  orthography,  and  orthoepy  should 
be  as  far  as  possible  uniform  throughout  the  State;  and  public  opin- 
ion seems  to  have  concentrated  itself  with  very  general  unanimity 
vpon  those  comprised  in  this  work.  A  portion  of  the  library  fund 
might  not  inappropriately  be  devoted  to  tliis  important  object 

SCHOOL  HOUSES.  AND  SITE& 

Under  the  existing  system  of  supervision,  the  department  has  no 
means  of  ascertaining  the  progress  which  bas  been  made  in  the  im- 
provement of  school  house  architecture,  and  in  the  location  and  suita- 
ble embellishment  of  sites.  During  the  year  reported,  the  sum .  of 
^23,490.60  was  invested  in  the  purchase  of  sites,  and  $154,932.06 
in  the  erection  of  school  houses.  From  the  best  means  of  informa- 
tion within  reach  of  the  department,  it  is  believed  that  very  great 
improvements  in  these  structures  have  taken  place ;  that  an  increas- 
ed regard  to  the  comfort,  convenience  and  health,  both  of  pupils  and 
teachers,  has  been  manifested  ;  and  that  more  enlightened  principles 
of  architecture,  as  well  as  a  more  refined  taste  and  a  better  apprecia- 
tion of  the  advantages  resulting  from  their  combination,  are  beginning 
to  prevail. 

The  enlargement  of  sites  for  school  bouses,  the  introduction  of 
tasteful  shrubbery,  and  the  cultivation  of  useful  and  ornamental 
plants,  should  be  encouraged  and  recommended.  Ample  grounds  should 
be  reserved  by  the  inhabitants  of  districts  for  this  purpose :  and 
while  every  reasonable  facility  should  be  afforded  for  that  bracing 
and  invigorating  exercise  of  the  physibal  faoulties,  which  is  essential 
to  the  healthful  development  of  the  human  system,  provision  should 
at  the  same  time  be  afforded  for  the  cultivation  of  those  higher 
fkculties  of  our  nature  which  have  reference  to  the  beautiful,  the 
tasteful  and  the  ornamental.    TneA,  flowers,  vines  and  evergreeqfj^ 
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should  find  tbeir  appropriate  places  in  the  vicinity  of  every  school 
house,  demanding  the  care  and  repaying  the  attention  of  both  teacher 
and  pupils.  The  influence  thus  capable  of  being  exerted  on  tbe 
expanding  mind  of  childhood,  cannot  be  otherwise  than  beneficial : 
while  the  associations  connected  with  the  work  of  primary  educatioB 
will  be  divested  of  much  of  their  present  repulsiveness. 

SCHOOLS  FOR  COLORED  CfflLDREN. 

There  are  in  the  State,  as  appears  from  the  reports  of  the  seven! 
town  superintendents,  fifty-two  schools  for  colored  children,  of  whid 
fifteen  are  located  in  the  city  of  New-York,  six  in  the  county  of 
Dutchess,  three  in  each  of  the  counties  of  Kings,  Queens,  Schoharie 
and  Wayne,  two  in  each  of  the  counties  of  Columbia,  Ontario, 
Rensselaer,  Suffolk  and  Warren,  and  one  in  each  of  the  counties  of 
Albany,  Broome,  Erie,  Oenesee,  Monroe,  Orange,  Saratoga,  Steuben 
and  Yates.  In  these  schools  4,971  colored  children  have  been  taugb: 
during  the  year  embraced  in  the  reports,  of  which  number  3,345  re- 
sided in  the  city  of  New-York,  560  in  the  county  of  Kings,  164  k 
the  county  of  Broome,  140  in  Albany,  136  in  Erie,  105  in  Rensse- 
laer, 90  in  Ontario,  85  in  Queens,  66  in  Monroe,  59  in  Yates,  55  is 
Columbia,  36  in  Greene,  28  in  each  of  the  counties  of  Orange  ^ 
Schoharie,  27  in  Suffolk,  23  in  Saratoga,  and  16  in  Steuben.  For 
their  support  the  sum  of  $11,4S0.44  has  been  apportioned  from  tbe 
public  money  of  the  several  counties  and  towns  in  which  they  are 
located  ;  and  $776.85  contributed  by  rate-bills  by  those  sending  to 
school. 

The  existing  provisions  of  law  for  the  establishment  and  support 
of  this  class  of  schools,  are  quite  inadequate  to  the  increasing  'wants 
of  those  interested  ;  and  I  respectfully  recommend  such  further  legis- 
lation in  their  behalf  as  an  enlightened  regard  to  the  intellectaal 
and  moral  welfare  of  this  portion  of  our  fellow-citizens  may  seem  to 
require.  Every  reasonable  facility  should,  in  my  judgment,  be  afford- 
ed for  the  organization  of  separate  schools  for  their  use,  wherever 
sufficient  numbers  exist  to  warrant  the  establishment  of  such  scbook 

SUPERVISION  OF  THE  SCHOOLS. 

The  Superintendent  deems  it  his  duty  again  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  Legislature  to  the  present  defective  system  of  local  superri- 
sion.    The  experience  of  the  last  year  has  strengtened  and  confirmed 
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the  opinion  heretofore  expressed,  that  some  other  and  more  efficient 
agency  should  be  interposed  between  the  several  school  districts  and 
this  department,  than  that  of  the  town  superintendent  It  is  utterly 
impossible  for  this  class  of  officers  to  fulfil  the  various  important 
functions  which  appertain  to  an  uniform,  thorough  and  well  regulat- 
ed supervision  of  the  schools.  This  can  be  done  effectually  only  by 
a  county,  or  at  least  by  an  assembly  district  officer,  invested  with 
the  lequisite  powers,  and  subject  to  such  restrictions  and  limitations 
as  may  be  deemed  expedient  and  necessary.  Whether  such  officer 
be  chosen  by  the  people,  elected  by  the  town  superintendents,  or  by 
the  board  of  supervisors,  the  local  legislature  of  the  county,  is  of 
secondary  importance.  He  should  be  charged  with  the  general  su- 
pervision of  the  schools  of  the  district  or  county  for  which  he  may 
be  appointed,  invested  with  exclusive  jurisdiction  in  the  first  instance, 
over  all  school  district  controversies  of  every  name  and  nature,  sub- 
ject to  review  by  this  department,  and  required  annually  to  report  the 
condition  of  the  several  schools  under  his  charge,  with  such  general 
suggestions  for  their  improvement  and  advancement  as  he  may  think 
requisite  and  proper.  His  compensation  should  be  made  a  State  and 
county  charge,  in  equal  proportions. 

The  want  of  such  an  intermediate  officer  has  been  long  and  severely 
felt  in  the  administration  of  the  general  system.  It  has  been  found 
wholly  impracticable  for  the  State  Superintendent  to  keep  up  such  a 
correspondence  with  the  nine  hundred  town  superintendents  as  is 
absolutely  requisite  to  the  efficiency  and  success  of  the  system.  There 
is,  consequently,  an  entire  absence  of  concert  or  co-operation  between 
the  school  officers  of  any  one  county,  to  say  nothing  of  the  State  at 
large.  There  are  no  means  by  which  the  various  improvements  of 
the  age,  in  the  art  and  science  of  education,  can  be  generally  made 
known  and  introduced  into  the  great  body  of  our  schools;  and  it 
must  be  obvious  to  the  most  unreflecting  that  instead  of  progressing, 
our  elementary  institutions  must  continually,  under  such  influences, 
retrograde  in  value  and  usefulness. 

The  great  increase  of  litigation  which  has  grown  out  of  the  pro- 
visions of  the  late  act  of  1849,  serves  also  to  exhibit  in  a  striking 
point  of  view  the  want  of  some  adequate  local  tribunal  for  the  ad- 
justment and  settlement,  without  costs  to  either  party,  of  the  various 
questions  which  are' constantly  presenting  themselves  for  determina- 
tion. Trustees,  and  other  officers  of  school  districts,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  collector,  are  required  to  perform  the  various  laborious, 
perplexing,  and  responsible  duties  devolved   upon   them  by  law, 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


10  [AODOLI 

without  compensation.  They  are  compelled  to  give  their  serrkes 
when  called  upon  hy  the  inhabitants  of  their  district,  and  sobjeetcd 
to  heavy  fines  in  case  of  refusal  to  serve.  Under  such  circumstams, 
it  is  both  unjust  and  oppressive  that  they  should  be  subjected  to  to 
expensive  and  harrassing  process  of  litigation,  in  the  i^erforaiaiia^f 
the  various  functions  thus  devolved  upon  them.  It  is  troe/ie 
respective  tribunals  before  which  they  may  be  cited,  have  power  'j 
exempt  them  from  the  payment  of  costs,  where  it  appears  od  Ik 
trial  that  they  have  acted  in  good  faith;  but  it  is  obvious  that^ 
exemption  can  reach  only  a  small  part  of  the  expenses,  and  nmi 
the  vexation  and  trouble,  incurred  by  them  in  their  defence.  D:- 
mately,  too,  these  expenses  may  be  made  a  charge  against  lie 
district;  but  in  the  mean  time  they  are  subjected  to  all  the  embams- 
ments  and  burdens  incident  to  an  angry  and  protracted  course  :f 
litigation,  without  any  adequate  protection.  A  local  officemr 
tribunal,  vested  with  exclusive  jurisdiction  in  all  cases  of  controrsf 
arising  out  of  the  school  laws,  and  authorized  to  make  a  final  deciske, 
subject  to  review  by  this  department  on  appeal,  and  without  ^ 
to  either  party,  would  seem  to  aflford  the  most  equitable  and  efficiet 
mode  for  the  settlement  of  this  increasing  class  of  questions. 

In  connection  with  this  subject,  the  attention  of  the  Legislatortis 
respectfully  requested  to  the  propriety  of  a  formal  re-enactmeonf 
the  provision  conferring  appellate  jurisdiction  upon  this  departosd. 
By  a  mere  clerical  error  of  the  engrossing  clerk,  the  section  refend 
to  was  included  in  the  repealing  clause  of  chapter  382  of  the  Lan 
of  ] 849,  amendatory  of  the  general  school  law.  And  although  ie 
attention  of  the  Legislature  at  its  last  session  was  directed  to  ^ 
subject,  no  definitive  action  was  had,  in  consequence  of  thefaib 
of  the  bill  introduced  for  the  amendment  of  the  free  school  If- 
The  Superintendent  has  continued  up  to  (he  present  period  to  eotf- 
tain  appeals  as  heretofore,  without  objection  or  complaint  from  a? 
quarter. 

NORMAL  SCHOOL. 

This  institution  is  rapidly  and  steadily  increasing  in  usefuloess  a:i 
popular  favor.  The  report  of  the  executive  committee  which  f^ 
be  laid  before  the  Legislature  at  an  early  day,  will  show  the  p-' 
gress  which  has  been  made  in  its  administration,  its  present  condition 
and  probable  future  prospects. 

None  of  the  instrumentalities   provided  by   our  common  scm 
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system,  are  in  the  judgment  of  the  Superintendent,  capable  of  ac- 
x>iDp]ish]ng  greater  permanent  improrement  in  our  elementary  in- 
(titutions  of  learning  than  this.  The  annual  thorough  preparation 
>f  from  one  to  two  hundred  qualified  teachers  of  both  sexes,  and  their 
listribution  throughout  different  sections  of  the  State,  is  well  calcu- 
lated to  infuse  an  element  of  advancement,  the  benefits  of  which  can 
icarcely  be  over  estimated.  The  low  standard  oi  qualification  here- 
tofore so  generally  prevalent,  attended  as  it  has  been,  and  under 
similar  circumstances  must  continue  to  be,  with  'a  constantly  decreas- 
ing standard  of  wages,  has  constituted  the  most  serious  impediment 
to  the  intellectual,  and  moral  progress  of  our  schools.  This  impedi- 
ment can  be  removed  only  by  a  systematic  movement  in  the  opposite 
direction;  a  movement  which  the  Normal  School  has  thus  far  suc- 
C€2ssfully  accomplished. 

It  must  be  manifest  to  every  enlightened  mind  that  the  utility  and 
success  of  any  system  of  elementary  education,  however  thtoretically 
perfect,  are  dependent  almost  exclusively  upon  the  character,  attain- 
ments and  practical  qualifications  of  the  teachers  placed  in  charge  of 
the  school.     If  the  prevailing  standard  in  this  respect  is  low;  if  in- 
dividuals of  doubtful  moral  character,  or  slender  intellectual  acquire- 
ments, find  tlieir  way  into  these  institutions  through  the  neglect  or 
indifference  of  parents  and  employers,  the  injury  thereby  inflicted  upon 
the  future  interests  of  those  who  are  subjected  to  the  influence  of  this 
class  of  teachers,  is  irreparable.     There  is  reason  to  believe  that  those 
officers  upon  whom  the  duty  of  examining,  and  licensing  teachers 
is  devolved,  are  far  too  generally  remiss  in  that  strict  investigation, 
both  of  character  and  attainments,  which  should  in  all  cases  precede 
the  granting  of  certificates.    In  addition  to  the  serious  consequences 
^^hich  must  necessarily  be  inflicted  upon  the  highest  interests  of  the 
schools,  where  such  incompetent  teachers   are  employed,  indirect  in- 
justice is  done  to  that  large  and  increasing  class  of  really  qualified 
teachers,  who  have  devoted  themselves  to  their  profession,  and  design 
to  rely  upon  it  for  a  livelihood.     The  standard  of  wages  for  this  class 
already  far  too  low,  when  compared  with  those  of  every  other  liberal 
profession,  becomes  altogether  inadequate  when  a  ruinous  competi- 
tion must  be  entered  into  with  mere  pretenders,  destitute  of  suitable 
qualifications,  either  moral  or  intellectual,  and  who  resort  to  the  busi- 
ness of  teaching  as  a  mere  temporary  resource  in  the  prosecution  of 
some  other  trade,  calling  or  profession.    Every  encouragement  should 
be  afforded  to  the  thorough  scientific  preparation  of  a  body  of  teachers 
of  both  sexes,  and  every  inducement  should  be  held  out  to  them  to 
devote  their  entire  time  and  energieSi  to  the   faithful  prosecution  of 
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their  noble  and  useful  profession.  Let  our  schools  be  rigidly  close 
against  all  not  thus  qualified  and  devoted  to  their  calling,  and  tb 
demand  for  a  higher  order  of  instructors  will  speedily  call  forth 
corresponding  supply.  No  education  is  worthy  of  the  name  whicl 
does  not  include  a  full  and  faithful  development  and  direction  of  th< 
whole  moral,  intellectual  and  physical  nature  of  every  child  subjectec 
to  its  discipline  ;  and  this  can  be  accomplished  only  by  instructon 
themselves  thoroughly  disciplined  and  fitted  for  the  task,  and  en- 
thusiastically devoted  to  its  duties  and  responsibilities. 

An  interesting  feature  in  this  Institution  during  the  past  year  ha^ 
been  the  experiment  of  educating  a  number  of  Iiidian  youth  of  both 
sexes,  with  the  view  of  preparing  them  for  teachers  among  theic 
own  people.  These  pupils  have  evinced  a  surprising  aptitude  for  in* 
struction  ;  and  at  the  expiration  of  their  respective  terms  will,  un- 
doubtedly possess  all  the  requisite  qualifications  for  communicating 
instruction  in  all  the  ordinary  branches  of  common  school  education, 
to  the  children  of  the  various  tribes  with  which  they  are  connected. 
The  obligations  incumbent  upon  the  State  in  its  dealings  with  the 
scattered  remnant  of  this  interesting  people,  within  our  borders,  can- 
not be  more  wisely  and  beneficially  performed,  than  by  thus  placing 
them  upon  a  footing  of  intellectual  and  moral  equality  with  their 
white  brethren,  thiough  the  agency  of  an  institution  designed  for  the 
benefit  of  the  entire  rising  generation. 

TEACHERS'  INSTITUTES. 

In  irost  of  the  counties  of  the  State,  so  far  as  can  be  ascertained 
from  the  reports  transmitted  to  this  department,  no  institutes  have 
been  held  during  the  past  year;  returns  have  been  received  from  three 
or  four  counties  only  ;  and  it  is  believed  that  no  efiforts  have  been 
made  in  the  majority  of  the  counties  to  assemble  the  teachers  in  ac 
cordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  existing  law  in  this  respect. 

This  state  of  things  is  much  to  be  regretted.  In  conjunction  with 
the  State  Normal  School,  the  periodical  assemblage  of  the  several 
teachers  of  each  county,  for  a  few  weeks  prior  to  the  commencement 
of  their  spring  and  fall  terms,  is  calculated  to  produce  the  most  ben 
eficial  results  upon  the  improvement  of  the  schools  by  elevating  the 
qualifications  of  their  instructors,  and  familiarizing  them  with  the  best 
and  most  approved  modes  of  teaching.  The  law  should,  in  the  juiig- 
ment  of  the  Superintendent,  be  so  amended  as  to  secure  these  results.. 
in  the  most  efficient   practicable  mode.     The  appropriations  to  the 
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spective  institutes  should  be  increased,  and  the  duty  of  convening 
nd  organizing  ihem  devolved  upon  some  officer  officially  connected 
ith  the  common  schools,  instead  of  the  county  clerks. 

SCHOOL  JOURNAL. 

The  facilities  afforded  by  this  periodical  for  communicating  with 
)e  inhabitants  and  officers  of  the  several  districts,  throughout  the 
tate,  and  with  the  several  town  superintendents,  are  such  as  abun- 
antly  to  justify  the  continuance  of  the  appropriation  heretofore  made 
>T  its  publication.  In  the  absence  of  such  an  organ  of  communica- 
on,  the  department  would  be  compelled  to  incur  a  heavy  expendi- 
ire,  far  surpassing  the  amount  of  the  appropriation,  in  the  printing 
nd  postage  of  circulars.  The  experience  of  the  last  ten  or  twelve 
ears,  during  which  the  journal  has  been  published,  has  satisfactorily 
stablished  its  utility  and  importance,  not  only  as  the  official  channel 
f  communication  with  the  school  districts,  but  as  the  repository  of 
aluable  information  connected  with  the  advancement  and  improve* 
lent  of  our  system  of  public  instruction. 

REVISION  OF  THE  SCHOOL  LAWS. 

The  numerous  and  important  alterations  and  amendments  which 
ave  been  made  in  the  school  law,  since  the  year  1847,  when  the 
arious  statutes  in  relation  to  common  schools  were  consolidated  and 
e-enacted,  imperatively  require  a  revision  and  republication  of  the 
Dtire  act  as  amended,  together  with  such  expositions,  instructions 
nd  forms  as  may  be  deemed  necessary  and  proper  to  carry  its  various 
rovisions  into  practical  effect  throughout  the  State.  A  full  and 
omplete  digest  of  the  existing  provisions  of  law,  with  the  necessary 
Drms  and  instructions,  embracing  a  concise  statement  of  all  the  de- 
isions  of  the  several  Superintendents  now  in  force  under  each  head, 

full  abstract  of  the  various  local  laws,  and  a  brief  history  of  the 
ystem  from  its  origin  to  the  present  period,  has  been  prepared,  un- 
er  the  direction  of  the  department;  and  will  be  published  as  soon  as 
aay  be  after  the  Legislature  shall  have  taken  definitive  action  on  the 
arious  amendments  that  may  be  submitted  to  its  consideration  dur- 
Qg  the  present  session.  A  copy  of  a  similar  work  published  in 
844  was  directe/J  to  be  placed  in  each  district  library  of  the  State, 
)r  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  and  officers  of  the  several  districts  and 
)wns,  the  expense  of  which  was  defrayed  from  the  Library  Fund: 
nd  I  respectfully  recommend  a  similar  disposition  of  the  present 
rork. 
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FREE  SCHOOLS. 

The  history  of  the  past  year,  in  reference  to  this  great  enterprise, 
has  been  one  of  mingled  triumph  and  disaster.  The  principle  iocoi^ 
porated  in  the  ''Act  for  the  establishment  of  free  schools  througboiit 
the  State/'  has  been  again  subjected  to  the  test  of  public  Dpiaion. 
In  their  almost  unanimous  approval  of  that  principle  in  the  canvass 
of  1849,  the  electors  very  generally  overlooked  the  specific  details 
of  the  bill  submitted  to  their  sanction,  confiding  in  the  disposition  of 
the  Legislature  to  modify  such  of  its  features  as  might  be  practically 
objectionable.  Serious  obstacles  to  the  successful  operation  of  the  law 
presented  themselves  almost  upon  the  threshold  of  its  administra- 
tion. The  boards  of  supervisors  in  more  than  one  half  the  counties 
of  the  State,  had  adjourned  their  annual  sessions  before  the  act  took 
effect,  without  making  the  appropriations  required  by  its  provisiooS] 
leaving  the  several  school  districts  to  sustain  a  most  unequal  and  op- 
pressive burden  of  taxation  for  the  support  of  their  schools. 

Inequalities  in  the  valuations  of  taxable  property  contributed,  in 
many  localities,  greatly  to  aggravate  this  burden,  and  a  spirit  of  op- 
position to  the  new  law,  inflamed  by  its  determined  opponents,  mani- 
fested itself  at  the  primary  district  meetings,  and  too  often  resulte:iin 
the  entire  rejection  of  the  estimates  prepared  by  the  trustees  and  the 
limitation  of  the  term  of  school  to  the  lowest  possible  period  autho- 
rized by  law.  Appeals  were  assiduously  made  to  the  cupidity  of 
the  heavy  tax  payers — their  interests  sought  to  be  arrayed  agai 
that  of  their  less  favored  brethren,  and  against  the  interests  of  thfiir 
children^  their  passions  stimulated  by  the  real  inequalities  as  well  as 
fancied  injustice  of  the  burdens  imposed  by  the  new  law,  were  readily 
enlisted  against  every  attempt  to  carry  it  into  operation.  Nuaierous 
petitions  were  sent  to  the  Legislature,  praying  for  its  repeal  or 
such  amendments  as  might  render  it  more  generally  acceptable. 

It  was  obvious  that  the  law  was  liable  to  just  and  serious  objec- 
tions, and  that  it  did  not  meet  with  that  general  approval  which  was 
necessary  to  ensure  its  success.  Under  these  circumstances,  the 
friends  of  the  new  system  were  among  the  first  to  concede  the  defects 
of  the  bill,  and  while  urging  the  preservation  of  the  fundamental 
principle  which  it  involved,  were  anxiously  solicitous  so  to  modify 
the  details  of  the  measure,  as  to  obviate  all  its  obnoxious  features. 
At  their  suggestion  and  with  their  co-operation,  bills  were  introduced 
into  both  branches  of  the  Legislature,  providing  for  a  general  and 
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iquitable  system  of  State  or  county  taxation,  for  the  purpose  of  ren- 
lering  the  common  schools  free  to  all,  dispensing  with  the  necessity 
>{  a  district  assessment,  out  of  which  the  principal  embarrassment 
lad  originated.  In  the  Assembly  the  measures  thus  proposed  were 
ipproyed  by  a  large  majority;  the  Senate  did  not  concur  in  the 
iction  of  the  house,  but  sent  to  the  house  a  bill  proposing  a  re-sub- 
aission  of  the  law  to  the  people.  At  the  close  of  the  session,  and 
¥hen  it  became  evident  that  no  modification  of  the  obnoxious  law 
K>uld  be  obtained,  this  bill  received  the  assent  of  the  house. 

By  the  adoption  of  this  measure,  the  friends  of  free  schools  found 
lien^ves  in  a  very  embarrassing  position.  They  were  compelled 
»ther  to  give  their  votes  and  influence  in  favor  of  the  continuance 
)f  a  law,  some  of  the  distinctive  features  o(  which  were  at  variance 
ioth  with  \ike\T  wishes  and  judgment,  or,  by  sanctioning  its  repeal, 
liazard  the  principle  which  had  been  deliberately  adopted  by  the 
Legislature  and  approved  by  the  emphatic  expression  of  the  public 
B^ill.  The  issue  tiius  presented  could  not  fail  of  being  greatly  mis- 
iLpprehended.  While  the  electors  secured  the  renewed  triumph  of 
the  principle  involved,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  thousands  of  votes 
were  cast  for  the  repeal  of  the  law  by  citizens  who  desired  only  its 
imeodment,  and  who  would  have  recorded  their  suffrages  in  favor  of 
IL  system  of  free  schools  properly  guarded,  had  the  form  of  the  ballot 
permitted  them  to  do  so. 

It  remains  then  for  the  Legislature  to  give  efficacy  to  this  renewed 
expression  of  the  popular  will,  by  the  enactment  of  a  law  which 
ihall  definitely  engraft  the  free  school  principle  upon  our  existing 
system  of  primary  education,  and  at  the  same  time  remove  all  just 
cause  of  complaint  as  to  the  inequality  of  taxation.  District  taxation 
has  been  found  to  be  unjust,  unequal,  and  oppressive.  It  should 
therefore  at  once  be  abandoned,  so  far  as  the  ordinary  support  of  the 
schools  is  concerned.  The  funds  necessary  for  the  payment  of 
teachers'  wages>  in  addition  to  the  amount  reoeived  from  the  State 
Treasury,  should  be  provided  either  by  a  State  tax  equitably  levied 
on  real  and  personal  property  according  to  a  fixed  and  uniform 
standard  of  valuation,  by  a  county  and  town  tax  levied  and  assessed 
in  the  same  manner,  or  by  such  a  combination  of  these  three  modes 
IS  might  be  deemed  most  expedient  and  judicious. 

The  common  schools  of  the  State  should  be  declared  free  to  every 
resident  of  the  respective  districts,  of  the  proper  age  to  participate 
in  their  benefits;  wi  their  support  should  be  made  a  charge  upon 
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the  ^hole  property  either  of  the  State  at  large,  or  of  the  respectire 
counties  and  towns  in  which  they  are  situated. 

The  bill  which  passed  the  Assembly  at  its  last  session,  provided 
for  the  levying  of  an  annual  tax  of  (800,000  on  the  real  and  per- 
sonal.  property  of  the  State  according  to  the  assessed  valuation  of 
such  property,  and  for  the  distribution  of  the  aggregate  amount  so 
to  be  raised,  among  the  several  counties  and  towns  of  the  State, 
according  to  the  number  of  children,  of  proper  school  age,  residing 
in  each.  This  sum,  together  with  the  amount  annually  apportioned 
from  the  revenue  of  the  common  school  fund,  would,  it  was  sap- 
posed,  be  sufficient  for  the  support  of  the  several  schools  of  the 
State  during  an  average  period  of  eight  months  in  each  year.  The 
whole  amount  expended  for  teachers'  wages,  during  the  year  1849, 
was  1 1,322,696.24,  to  which  is  to  be  added  an  aggregate  amount  of 
1110,000  for  library  purposes,  making  in  the  whole  tl,432,696J24. 
The  Superintendent,  however,  entertains  no  doubt  that  the  amount 
proposed  to  be  raised  by  the  bill  referred  to,  in  conjunction  with  the 
State  appropriation,  the  revenue  from  which  is  rapidly  and  steadily 
increasing,  will  be  amply  adequate  to  the  payment  of  teachers' 
wages  for  the  average  length  of  time  during  which  the  schools  have 
heretofore  been  taught,  and  to  the  annual  and  adequate  replenishment 
of  the  libraries  and  necessary  apparatus  in  the  schools. 

Under  the  present  defectively  administered  system  of  assessment 
however,  such  a  tax  will  operate  very  unequally  in  different  sections 
of  the  State.  The  standard  of  valuation  both  of  real  and  personal 
property,  varies,  as,  is  well  known,  in  nearly  every  county  of  the 
State;  while  in  some,  it  is  estimated  at  its  fair  and  full  market  yalae, 
in  others  it  is  assessed  at  three-fourths,  two-thirds  and  sometimes  as 
low  as  one  half  its  actual  value.  If,  therefore,  the  existing  standard 
of  valuation  is  to  be  made  the  basis  of  the  apportionment  of  the 
proposed  tax,  it  is  manifest  that  a  very  unjust  and  oppressive  burden 
will  be  cast  upon  those  counties  where  the  assessment  is  in  strict  ac- 
cordance with  the  provisions  of  law,  for  the  benefit  of  those  sections 
in  which  its  requirements  are  evaded  by  an  arbitrary  standard  of 
valuation.  ^ 

The  distribution  of  money  when  raised,  serves  likewise  to  render 
this  disproportion  still  more  manifest,  that  being  based  upon  the 
population  according  to  the  last  preceding  census  of  the  respect- 
ive counties.  To  exhibit  the  practical  operation  of  this  system,  a 
table  has  been  constructed  under  the  direction  of  the  department,  and 
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is  appended  to  the  present  report,  (see  appendix,)  by  which  it  will  be 
seen  that  the  city  of  New- York  with  a  population  of  371,223,  ac- 
cording to  the  last  census,  and  a  valuation  of  real  and  personal  pro« 
perty  amounting  in  the  aggregate  to  $25l,l92,'527,con^rt6uto  fSOS, 
295.33  annually  as  her  proportion  of  the  proposed  State  tax,  while 
she  will  be  entitled  to  receive  only  $114,025.33  as  her  share  of  its 
proceeds;-  the  county  of  Dutchess  with  a  population  of  55*,  124  and 
a  valuation  of  $19,390,632  contributes  $23,288.92  and  receives  only 
$16,931.96;  the  county  of  Kings  with  a  population  of  78,691  and 
a  valuation  of  about  $40,000,000,  contributes  $47,94021  and  re- 
ceives only  $24,170.83,  a  diminution  of  nearly  one^half;  the  county 
of  Westchester  with  a  population  of  47,678  and  a  valuation  of 
$20,018,964,  contributes  $24,043.67  and  receives  only  $14,613.12; 
and  the  counties  of  Livingston,  Ontario  and  Queens,  each  receive  a 
considerably  less  amount  than  they' contribute.  On  the  other  hand, 
every  other  county  in  the  State,  receives  an  equal  or  a  greater 
amount  than  it  is  called  upon  to  contribute.  The  county  of  Allege 
ny  with  a  population  of  40,000  and  a  valuation  of  $3^797,486, 
raises  $4,669.93  and  receives  nearly  three  times  that  amount,  or 
$12,312  25;  the  county  of  Chenango  with  a  population  nearly  the 
same  and  a  valuation  of  $10,786,131,  raises  $5,169.22  and  receives 
$12,256.73;  the  county  of  Delaware  with  a  population  of  37,000 
and  a  valuation  of  $3,737,810,  raises  4,489.26  and  receives  $11, 
361.89;  the  county  of  Greene  with  a  papulation  of  32,000  and  a 
valuation  of  $2,746,933,  raises  $3,300.00  and  receives  $9,816.96; 
the  county  of  Jefferson  with  a  population  of  66,000  and  a  valuation 
of  $7,200,881,  raises  $8,648.64  and  receives  $19,966,17;  the  county 
of  St.  Lawrence  with  a  population  of  62,364  and  a  valuation  of 
$3,^:87,629,  raises  $4,308.88  and  receives  $19,162,73,  between  four 
and  five  times  more  than  she  contributes;  the  county  of  Schoharie 
with  a  population  of  32,488  and  a  valuation  of  $1,817,804,  raises 
$2, 183.25  and  receives  $9,979.06,  an  excess  of  nearly  five  times 
the  amount  contributed;  and  the  counties  of  Steuben,  Tompkins  and 
Ulster,  receive  from  twice  to  three  times  the  amount  contributed  by 
each.  These  discrepancies  it  is  obvious,  in  a  great  measure,  grow  out  of 
the  existing  inequalities  in  the  respective  standards  of  valuation 
adopted  in  the  several  counties  ;  and  should  the  Legislature  deem  it 
expedient  to  charge  the  annual  support  of  the  schools,  over  and  above 
the  revenue  of  the  school  fund,  upon  the  taxable  property  of  the 
State,  nnd  to  retain  the  existing  mode  of.  distribution,  the  necessity 
of  devising  some  mode  by  which  the  standard  of  valuation  should  be 
as  nearly  as  practicable  uniform  throughout  the  State,  will  be  appa« 

[Assembly,  N6.  21,]  2 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


18  [AmoLT 

•• 
i«iit  If  Ibif  can  be  accomplished,  or  if  the  distribution  of  the  Mi 
njsed  were  directed  to  be  made  upon  the  same  basts  with  the  ippa^ 
tiooment  of  the  tax,  there  can  be  no  doubt,  in  the  judgment  dk 
Saperintendcnt,  that  a  State  tax  for  the  support  of  our  emm 
mkooU  will  prove  the  simplest,  most  efficient  and  beneficial  \Doki 
inoTiding  for  the  object  in  view  :  the  establtahmf  nt  and  maiDteonce 
of  a  sjstom  of  firee  school  edacation,  in  accordance  with  the  ezpi» 
fd  wishes  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  State. 

If  however,  this  were  found  impracticable,  the  same  result  mijiit 
tbtaiAed  by  requiring  the  board  of  superrisors  of  each  county  of  it 
Slate  to  raise  imce  the  amount  aj^rticmedto  the  county,  as  aeoa- 
tj  .tax,  and  levy  an  equal  amount  as  a  town  tax,  in  the  mode  ft 
•cribed  by  the  existing  law,  which  requires  only  an  equal  amoostti 
be  levied  as  a  county  and  town  tax  respectively.  This  prom 
wonld  simply  increase  the  amount  of  school  money  now  by  lav]^ 
qpnred  to  be  raised,  one-third,  while  it  would  entirely  dispense  lA 
district  taxation,  for  the  current  support  of  the  schools.  IneqoaKtiB 
in  the  standard  of  valuation  adopted  by  the  respective  couotift 
would  in  this  case  prove  unjust  and  burdaisome  to  none  $  as  tbea* 
isling  law  has  inade  conqdete  provision  tor  the  adjustment  of  such » 
equalities  in  the  case  of  joint  districts  formed  from  parts  of  tiro  or 
moie  counties  or  towns.  The  whole  amount  of  taxaUe  prq>eitji< 
each  'county  would  contribute  in  equal  and  fair  proportions  to  tk 
avpport  of  the  schools  located  within  its  territory  ;  and  the  an;? 
disDcnsions  growing  out  of  the  necessity  of  district  taxation,  thefruii' 
fill  source  of  nearly  all  the  opposition  which  has  been  made  to  the  ex- 
isting law,  would  be  averted. 

In  apportioning  the  public  money,  and  the  money  raised  bji 
county  or  State  tax  among  the  several  school  districts,  the  Superis* 
tendent  is  of  opinion  that  some  more  effectual  provision  than  so* 
exists,  should  be  made  for  the  smaller  and  weaker  districts,  upo: 
whom  the  burden  of  supporting  a  school  for  any  considerable  lengt 
of  time  during  the  year,  is  peculiarly  oppressive.  If  a  specif 
amount,  say  for  instance  fifty  dollars,  were  required  to  be  apportioo^^ 
to  every  duly  organized  district  whose  report  for  the  preceding  ^^ 
shall  be  found  in  accordance  with  law,  leaving  the  balance  to  heap- 
portioned  according  to  the  number  of  children  between  the  ages^^ 
four  and  twenty-one  years  residing  in  the  district,  the  necessai;  et- 
couragement  would  be  afforded  to  every  district,  howiever  limited  i^ 
means,  or  however  sparse  its  population,  while  ample  resources  vocJ 
be  left  for  the  larger  and  more  populous  districts.     The  several  di^ 
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tricto  being  thus  furniBhed  with  adequate  funds  for  the  maintenance 
of  e£Scient  schools  during  an  ayerage  period  of  eight  months  in  each 
year,  the  trustees  should  be  peremptorily  rehired  to  expend  the 
moneys  thus  placed  at  their  diq^osal,  in  the  employment  of  suitably 
qualified  teachers  for  such  a  length  of  time  as  those  means  may 
justify. 

Such  an  arrangement  would,  it  is  believed,  prove  almost  universally 
acceptable  to  the  people  of  the  State.  ^The  principle  involved  has 
repeatedly  received  the  sanction  of  public  sentiment.  It  is  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  enlightened  spirit  of  the  age.  It  is  the  <»ly 
system  compatible  with  the  genius  knd  spirit  of  our  republican  insti- 
tutions. It  is  not  a  novel^,  now  for  die  first  time,  sought  to  he 
engrajEted  upon  our  legislation,  but  a  principle  recognized  and  carried 
into  practical  operation  in  our  sister  state  of  Massachusetts  from  the 
earliest  period  of  its  colonial  history^  identified  with  her  greatnaa 
and  prosperity,  her  influence  and  her  wealth,  and  transplanted  from 
her  soil  to  that  of  some  of  the  younger  states  of  the  Union* 

In  each  of  our  own  cities,  and  in  many  of  our  larger  villages,  it 
has  been  established  and  successfully  sustained  by  the  general  ap- 
proval of  their  citizens  ;  and  wherever  it  has  obtained  a  foothold,  it 
has  never  been  abandoned.  It  is  only  requisite  to  adjust  the  details 
of  the  system,  equitably  and  fairly,  to  commend  it  to  the  approbation 
of  every  good  citizen  as  .the  noblest  palladium  and  most  effectual 
support  of  our  free  institutions. 

The  existing  law  has  excited  a  degree  of  opposition  which  was 
•not  anticipated,  but  it  is  believed  that  it  has  grown  out  of  the  defects 
of  the  law,  rather  than  from  any  prevailing  hostility  to  the  principle 
of  free  schools. 

No  law  can  be  successfully  and  prosperously  administered  under 
our  government,  which  does  not  receive  the  general  approval  of  the 
people.  It  is  the  earnest  desire,  therefore,  ^of  the  Superintendent, 
that  the  present  law  should  be  so  amended  as  to  produce  greater 
equality — to  remave  all  reasonable  ground  of  complaint,  and  to  render 
our  great  system  of  education  more  efficient  and  useful. 

• 

.  The  idea  of  universal  education  is  the  grand  central  idea  of  the 

age.    Upon  this  broad  and  comprehensive  basis,  all  the  experience 

.  of  the  past,  all  the  crowding  phenomena  of  the  present,  and  all  our 

hopes  and  aspirations  for  the  future,  must  rest.     Our  forefathers  have 
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transmitted  to  us  a  noble  inheritance  of  national,  intellectual,  noii 
and  religious  freedom.  They  have  confided  our  destiny  as  -a  peopk 
to  our  own  hands.  Upon  our  individual  and  combined  intelligeoce, 
virtue,  and  patriotism,  rests  the  solution  of  the  great  problem  of  sec' 
government.  We  should  be  untrue  to  ourselves,  untrue  to  ie 
memory  of  our  statesmen  and  patriots,  untrue  to  the  cause  of  libertr.'f 
civilization  and  humanity,  if  we  Neglected  the  assiduous  cultiratiz 
of  those  means,  by  which  alone  we  can  secure  the  realization  i 
the  hopes  we  have  excited.  Those  means  are  the  universal  dm- 
Hon  of  our  future  ctiizensy  without  discrimination  or  distiDctJo^ 
Wherevef  in  our  midst,  a  human  being  exists,  with  capacities  ul 
faculties  to  be  developed,  improved,  cultivated  and  directed,  tk 
avenues  of  knowledge  should  be  freely  opened  and  every  facility  l^ 
forded  to  their  unrestricted  entrance.  Ignorance,  should  no  morek 
countenanced  than  vice  and  crime.  .The  one  leads  almost  inevitaKy 
to  the  other.  Banish  ignorance,  and  in  its  stead  introduce  inteli- 
gence,  science,  knowledge  and  increasing  wisdom  and  enlightetuneEt, 
and  you  remove  in  most  cases,  all  those  incentives  to  idleness,  Tict 
and  crime,  which  now  produce  such  a  frightful  harvest  of  retributioi, 
misery  and  wretchedness.  Educate  every  child,  "  to  the  top  of  lifi 
faculties,''  and  you  not  only  secure  the  community  against  the  depR* 
dations  of  the  ignorant,  and  the,  criminal,  but  you  bestow  upon  it 
instead,  productive  artizans,  good  citizens,  upright  jurors  and  magis- 
trates, enlightened  statesmen,  scientific  discoverers  and  inventors, aoc 
the  dispensers  of  a  pervading  influence  In  favor  of  honesty,  virts 
and  true  goodness.  Educate  every  child  physically,  morally  and  Id- 
tellectually,  from  the  age  of  four  to  twenty-one,  and  many  of  joor 
prisons,  penitentiaries  and  alms-houses  will  be  converted  into  schools 
of  industry  and  temples  of  science  ;  and  the  immense  amount  sot 
contributed  for  their  maintenance  and  support  will  be  diverted  iote 
far  more  profitable  channels.  Educate  every  child — not  superficial- 
ly-—not  partially — but  thoroughly — develope  equally  and  healthfully 
every  faculty  of  his  nature — every  capability  of  his  being — and  yw 
infuse  a  new  and  invigorating  element  into  the  very  life  blood  d 
civilization— an  element  which  will  diffuse  itself  throughout  eveiy 
vein  and  artery  of  the  social  and  political  system,  purifyiD|< 
strengthening  and  regenerating  all  its  impulses,  elevating  its  aspira- 
tions, and  clothing  it  with  a  power  equal  to  every  demand  upon  its 
vast  energies  and  resources. 

These  are  some  of  the  results  which  must  follow  in  the  train  of » 
wisely  matured  and  judiciously  organized  system  of  universal  educa- 
tion.     They  are  not    imaginary,  but  sober  inductions  from  ^ 
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authenticated  facts— deliberate  conclusions  from  established  prin- 
ciples, sanctioned  by  the  concurrent  testimony  of  experienced  educa- 
tors and  eminent  statesmen  and  philanthropists.  If  names  are 
needed  to  enforce  the  lesson  they  teach,  those  of  Washington  and 
Franklin  and  Hamilton  and  Jefferson  and  Clinton,  with  a  long  array 
of  patriots  and  statesmen,  may  be  cited.  If  facts  are  required  to 
illustrate  the  connection  between  ignorance  and  crime,  let  the 
official  return  of  conyictions  in  the  several  courts  of  the  State  for 
the  last  ten  years  be  examined,  and  the  instructive  lesson  be  heeded. 
Out  of  nearly  28,000  persons  convicted  of  crime,  but  128  had  en- 
joyed the  benefits  of  a  good  common  school  education;  414  only  had 
Turhat  the  returning  officers  characterize  as  a  '^tolerable''  share  of 
learning;  and  of  the  residue,  about  one-half  only  could  either  read 
or  write.  Let  similar  statistics  be  gathered  from  the  wretched  in- 
mates of  our  poor-hou^e  establishments,  and  similar  results  would 
undoubtedly  be  developed.  Is  it  not  therefore  incomparably  better, 
as  a  mere  prudential  question  of  political  economy,  to  provide  ample 
means  for  the  education  of  the  whole  community,  and  to  bring 
those  means  within  the  reach  of  every  diild,  than  to  impose  a  much 
larger^taz  for  the  protection  of  that  community  against  the  depreda- 
tions of  the  ignorant,  the  idle,  and  the  vicious,  and  for  the  support 
of  the  imbecile,  the  thoughtless,  and  intemperate? 

Every  consideration  connected  with  the  present  and  future  welfare 
of  the  community*— every  dictate  of  an  enlightened  humanity— every 
impulse  of  an  enlarged  and  comprehensive  spirit  of  philanthropy, 
combine  in  favor  of  the  adoption  of  this  great  principle,  rublic 
sentiment  has  declared  in  its  faVor.  The  new  States  which,'  within 
the  past  few  years,  have  been  added  to  the  Confederacy,  have  adopted 
it  as  the  basis  of  their  system  of  public  instruction;  and  the  older 
States,  as  one  by  one  they  are  reconstructing  their  fundamental  laws 
and  constitutions,  are  engrafting  the  same  principle  upon  their  in- 
stitutions. Shall  New-York,  in  this  nohle  enterprise  of  education, 
retrace  her  steps?  Shall  she  disappoint  the 'high  hopes  and  expecta- 
tions she  has  excited,  by  receding  from  the  advanced  position  she 
now  occupies  in  the  van  of  educational  improvement?  Her  past 
career,  in  all  those  elements  which  go  to  make  up  the  essential 
wealth  and  greatness  of  a»  people,  has  been  one  of  progress  and 
uninterrupted  expansion.  Her  far-seeing  legislators  and  statesmen, 
uninfluenced  by  the  scepticism  of  the  timid,  the  ignorant,  and  the 
faithless,  and  unawed  by  the  denunciations  gf  the  hostile,*  prosecuted 
that  great  work  of  internal  improvement  which  will  forever  illustrate 
the  pride  and  glory  of  her  political  history.     The  rich  results  of  the 
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csKp«rimeQt  thus  boldly  rentured  upon  fatre^Tindicatcd  tikrir  wUoa 
b  the  dfrelopment  of  the  intellectoal  and  moral  retonmBofk 
millioitf  of  future  citizens  -an  object  of  lets  interest,  demaodn;  i 
leis  deroted  consecration  of  the  enefgtes  of  her  people,  and  ip«A[ 
of  a  less  firm  and  uncompromising  persererance? 

Disregarding  the  feeling  of  the  present  hour,  and  looking  tnijt 
the  future,  will  the  consciousness  of  hsTttg  laid  the  fi>nndati<m  k 
the  uniTersal  education  of  our  people  be  a  less  pleasing  suljietc 
contemplation  than  that  of  baring  aided  in  replenUung  the  oofa 
of  their  wealth? 

In  conclusion  the  Superintendent  cannot  feel  that  he  has  fully  wi 
the  responsibility  devolved  upon  him  by  km  official  relations  to  tk 
schools  of  the  State,  were  he  to  fail  in  again  .urging  upon  the  hep 
lature  t^e  definite  adoption  of  this  beneficent  measure.  Let  its  it 
talk  be  so  adjusted  as  to  bear  equally  upon  all,  oppressively  i^s 
'  none.  Let  every  discordant  element  of  strife  and  passion  l)e  reowfei 
from  the  councils  of  the  districts,  let  the  necessary  assessment  for  k 
great  object  in  view,  be  diffused  over  the  vast  aggregate  of  tk 
wealth  and  property  of  the  State.  Then  let  teachers,  wordiy  oftk 
name,  teachers  intellectually  and  morally  qualified  for  the  discliai«i 
of  their  high  and  responsible  duties,  dispense  the  benefits  and  riche 
of  education,  equally  and  impartially,  to  the  eight  hundred  tfaoosia! 
chiMren  who  annually  congregate  within  the  district  school  rooai. 

The  children  of  the  rich  and  the  poor,  the  high  and  the  low,  tbt 
native  and  the  foreigner,  will  then  participate  alike  in  the  ioezbia- 
tible  treasures  of  intellect,  they  will  commence  their  career  upon 
footing  of  equality,  under  the  fostering  guardianship  of  th^ State,  vi 
will  gradually  ripen  into  enlightened  and  useful  citizens,  prepani 
for  all- the  varied  duties  of  life  and  for  the  full  enjoyment  of  all  tk 
blessings  incident  to  humanity. 

CHRISTOPHER  MORGAN, 
Superintendent  of  Common  SchooU. 

Albany,  Janufcry  7,  1861. 
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Rerenue  of  the  School  Fund. 

Balance  ia  the  Treasury  on  the  30th 

September,  1849, --  $162,762  03 

Amount  received  into  the  Treasury  du- 
ring the  year  ending  30th  September, 

1650,  on  the  investments, 123,090  78 

Amount  transferred  from  the  General 

Fund  Revenue  for  interest  on  money 

in  the  Treasury  during  the  year,  per 

chap.  382,  Laws  of  1849, 12,701  32 

Appropriation   from  the  income  of  the 

U.  States  Dep.  Fund,  for  1850, 165,000  00 


Amount  paid  out  of  the  Treasury  dur- 
ing the  year  ending  30th  Sept.,  1850, 
for  common  school  dividends  (includ- 
ing a  balance  unpaid  for  1849,) $325,493  46 

Amount  transferred  to  the  Bank  Fund, 
for  interest  on  Comptroller's  bonds, 
due  at  the  time  of  transfer  of  said 
bonds  to  this  fund, 536  60 


$463^54  13 


326,030  06 


Balance  of  revenue  in  the  Treasury,  on  the  30th  Sep- 
tember, 1850, $137,624  07 
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COMxMON  SCHOOL  FUND. 

The  following  table  ixMbiis  the  cajntal  of  the  School  Fund,  according 
to  the  annual  reports  of  the  Comptroller^  frtrm  the  foundation  of 
the  fund  in  1805-6  to  1849,  also  the  revemie  derived  from  thefund^ 
the  amount  annually  apportioned  from  the  State  Treasury^  the 
amount  rftceived  by  the  districts  from  the  commissioners  and  town 
superintendents^  and  also  the  amount  paid  by  the  inhabitants  on  rate 
bUU. 


T«A&. 


1796 
17OT 
18U) 
18U1 
18U6 
1807 
18U8 
1809 
1810 
1811 
1812 
1813 
1814 
1815 
1816 
1817 
1818 
1819 
1&20 
1821 
1822 
IS23 
1^4 
]8i» 

J82T 
1S28 
1829 
1830 
1831 
1832 
1833 
1834 
1830 
1836 
18J7 
1638 
18-^9 
I84U 
ISII 
1842 
1»43 
1S44 
1&46 

1847 
J848 
IR4y 
1850 


Capital. 


iDcremse  of 
capital  from 
year  to  year 


Annual  re- 
▼enue  or  In- 
terest. 


SumaHnn-Am't  of  mo- 
ally    paid  ney  rec*d  by 


fromStrte 
Treasury, 


$67,767  24 
183,162  96 
307>164  56 
390,637  15 
428,177  91 
483,326  29 
668,461  69 
636,768  08 
822,064  94 
861,467  89 
934,015  13 
982,242  26 
971,361  31 
1,103,940  09 
1,229,076  011 
1,215,626  00 

1,1  :;,^:J7  4Q 
,M%^^  4ti| 

i\mxAm  80 

l,fi^l«5,143  66 
1,7UJ,I59  40 
J,735J75  28 
U7aJ,t^l6  S4 
l,7i»I,32l  77 
KK:5,iyi  71 
l,r*l7,4MI  17 
l,9l1*,liJ7  ^ 

\\\m,vi\  99 

I  '^68,-^^0  72 
I,y75,t>y3  15 
lj[i;>MJl6  35 
;^,o:kj,(j32  41, 
2,i3J,913  m. 
tyVQ.bW  47 
2,211,47a  14 
2,'l\\,fm  36| 


$124,405 
124,001 
83,472 
37,640 
65,148 
76,138 
78,293 
186,306 
39,392 
72,657 
48,227 
132,587 


126,126  91 


3,196 
17,086 

3l,67e 
33,591 
257i6iy 
73,532 
35,6G2 


7,415 
31  ,mh 
18371 

8J,8ii9 
42,302 

lU,tl59 
2,714 

2,817 

I7.82.1 
97,716 
43,310 
3e,fi7l 
4U,ytiO 
32,USi> 


$49,250  00 

60,000  00 

49,622  50 

377  50 

not    stated. 

do 

do 
24,116  46 
26,480  77 
36,427  64 
45,216  95 
47,612*16 
67,248  39 
67,539  88 
64,053  01 
6i*,555  29 
68,770  00 
70,566  04 
78,944  56 
77,144  56 
77,417  86 
72,515  Ul* 
75,315  115 
a^,aJ5  41 
86,42y  93 
81,-i^l  m 

8y,u34  yu 

94,«2ti  '25 
]0tJ,*i7S  *^-> 


iNodistrl- 
bt*n  made 
until  (he 
revenuea- 
mount  to 
$60,000, 


$48,376 
46,398 
54,799 
59,933 
59,968 
69,930 
79,967 
80,104 

8o,ono 

8iJ,U0O 
80,()iJ0 
eOjUiO 
HU,i>tJO 
UJU,(J1J0 
100,000 
|OtJ,{XK> 
lOU, 01 JU 


80,013  m  UNI,  <  00 


9J,755  31 
109,117  77 
I04,:<mi  78 
13l,:Xi6  m 
H8,4W67 

lM,a49  ^.\ 
102,E*9l  <W 
tl7,47i  *27 
101,400  6f 

yt>,n73  ft 

m,\^>l  4ti;276,IASO 
107,370  62  ^^,080* 


100,0W 
l(K*,OaO 
10(J.0,^0 
l()i),t>iVU 

110,000 
113,793 
:275,O00* 
275JN«>* 


I:i3,8;;6  51 
113,4^  87 
\29,\m  12 

117,-220  25 


lii7,5J4  07 


275,0S0» 
275,0S0» 
'271,073* 

2S4,yiir2* 


J22, 140  50  :iy>i>^m  65 


-S^jji.ifJ  1.^ 


the  districts 


$66,720  98 
64,834  88 
73,236  42 
93,010  61 
117,161  07 
146,418  08 
16;, 195  04 
173,420  60 
182,820  25 
iy2,7^1  til 
JH^,790  09 
185 ,7W  46 
222,9a5  77 
232,343  21 
2J4,Hm  14 

244,  yys  8j 

3ti5,fjH2  78 
y07,733  m 
31tiJiJ3  93 
312,181  20 
313,376  \n 
336, W9j  10 
335,882  &2 
374, 4U  61 
633, 6S5  ^ 
65^,951  70 
676,0,^6  07 
66(J,727  41 
639,606  60 
725,066  i9 
772,578  02 
82y,802  83 
858,5^4  84 


&lS,7iO  45 


Am»t  p'd  by 
individuals 
on  rate  biU» 


$297,(08  44 
316,807  a) 
374,001  54 
35S,3^'0  18 
3by,tiy6  36 
308  J37  04 
41^>,S78  & 
4^,SGiJ  i^ 
4:^6,316  46 
477,818  27 
621,477  49 
476,443  27 
4SH  Jl!l  54 
4(>S,6.^  22 
5oy,376  79 
447,565  97 
45H,  127  79 
4tH*,7tj4  78 
462,840  44 
466,b74  44 

439Jei6'63 


•  Including  $166,009  from  the  revenue  of  the  United  States  Deposite  Fund. 
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The  wbole  number  of  schools  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Board 
of  Education  for  the  city  and  county  of  New-York,  during  the  past 
year^  was  199. 

The  schools  of  the  Public  School  Society  number <•-     116 

The  Ward  Schools 65 

The  Corporate  Schools - 19 

Whole  number  of  schools, 199 

This  afifgregate  embraces  fifteen  schools  for  the  promotion  of 
education  among  colored  children.  The  latter  number  is  nrade  up 
as  follows : 

Of  schools  of  the  Public  School  Society,  - 9 

Of  Ward  Schools, 2 

Of  the  Colored  Orphan  Asylum  Schools, - 2 

Of  schools  of  the  New- York  Society  for  the  Promotion 

of  Education  among  Colored  Children, 2 

Total, 16 

Schedule  No.  1,  hereto  annexed,  shows  the  length  of  time  each 
school  has  been  kept  open,  the  whole  number  taught,  and  the  actual 
average  attendance  in,  and  the  location  of  each  school. 

The  number  of  children  taught  in  all  the  schools  is  as  follows : 

Whole  number  Actaal  ATeraf« 
taught.  for  the  year. 

In  the  schools  of  the  Public  School  Society, 

including  the  Alms  House  School, 63,646        18,163ff^ 

In  the  Ward  Schools, 46,872       15,506xVV 

In  the  Corporate  Schools, 3,656         2,039f||. 

Total, 102,974       35^997fff 
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For  the  years  eDding  February  1,  1848,  1849,  and  1850,  the 
number  of  schools,  the  whole  number  taught,  the  actual  average 
attendance,  and  the  aggr^ate  cost  of  instruction  for  current  ex- 
penses, were  as  follows : 


GotC  per 

Scholar 

mary  fir«r.  SchooU       UughL  ance.  *"  day*' 


Whole 
1848.   Year  ending  Feb-   No.  of        number        Average  attend-         Aggregate  coft.  fur 


Public  Schools,..  114  54,732  J8,646|-ff 

Ward  Schools,..  60  32,698  ll,597f|| 

Corporate  do.  .-  18  2,169  l,878f|| 

Totals,  ....  182  89,599  32,122f|^    $201,176,30     $6  26 

1849. 

Public  Schools,..  115  50,320  18,587 

Ward  Schools,.-  58  40,933  14,652 

Corporate  do.  -.  21  3,742  2,125 


Totals,  ....  194  95,045  35,364           $224,490,28     $6  34 

1850. 

Public  Schoofe,..  115  63,546  18,153  J-|| 

Ward  Schools,..  65  45,872  15,805tY7 

Corporate  do.  ..  19  3,556      2,0391||. 


Totals,....   199  102,974    35,9981A|    $248,300,51     $6  87 

Taking  the  average  for  the  three  years,  the  actual  cost  per  scholar, 
for  tuition  for  240  full  days  of  a  year,  or  for  forty-eight  weeks  of 
full  five  days  each,  including  the  expenses  for  books,  stationery,  fuel, 
and  all  other  matters,  except  interest  on  the  cost  of  the  school  houses 
and  their  sites,  was  six  dollars  and  Jifly-one  cents. 

This  is  not  one-third  of  the  average  amount  of  the  tuition  bills  in 
private  schools  for  instructing  children  between  the  ages  of  five  and 
eight  years. 

The  ^bove  statement,  unexplained,  might  lead  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  actual  cost  per  scholar  is  steadily  increasing.  That  it  was 
8  cents  more  per  scholar  for  the  year  ending  Feb.  1st,  1849,  and  61 
cents  more  per.  scholar  for  the  year  ending  Feb.  1st,  1850,  than  for 
the  year  ending  Feb.  1st,  1848. 
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Tbe  amounts  appariionedj  and  the  amounts  appropriated  to  supply 
deficiencies  in  each  of  those  years  were  as  follows : 

There  was  ap-  The  extra  ap* 

For  the  7 ear  ending^  portioned  propriatlom  Total 

were 

Feb.  1,  1848,..-.     $189,117  17        #12,059  13        #201,176  30 
«      1849,....        199,743  81  24,746  47  224,490  28 

«      1350, 205,839  27  42,461  24  248,300  51 

"When  a  school  is  organized  after  the  apportionment  is  made, 
none  of  the  moneys  apportioned  for  that  year  can  be  used  to  pay 
teachers'  salaries  or  the  other  current  expenses  of  such  school  for  the 
unexpired  part  of  the  year.  The  moneys  necessary  to  cover  these 
charges  are  received  from  extra  appropriations,  and  are  all  aggre* 
gated  at  the  end  of  the  year  under  the  head  of  "  Moneys  raised  to 
supply  deficiencies"  It  is  in  no  proper  sense  of  the  term,  money 
raised  to  supply  a  deficiency.  Such  a  classification  of  such  moneys 
is  calculated  to  impress  a  cursory  reader  of  the  reported  proceedings 
of  the  Board,  ignorant  of  the  actual  facts  of  the  case,  that  great  and 
increasing  deficiencies  are  constantly  occurring  and  provided  for, 
i^hile  the  aj^propriations  under  this  head,  to  meet  cases  of  this  kind, 
are,  in  fact,  made  to  defray  the  expenses  of  schools  not  in  existence 
at  the  time  the  then  last  apportionment  was  made. 

Appropriations  are  frequently  m'iide  in  one  year  to  pay  bills  that 
have  lain  over  from  the  preceding  year.  In  such  cases,  the  expanses 
of  the  closing  year  appear  larger,  and  of  the  previous  one  smaller, 
than  they  really  were.  During  the  year  just  closed,  it  has  been 
made  a  point  with  the  Board,  when  a  school  applied  for  money  to 
supply  an  actual  deficiency,  to  ascertain  the  amount  of  all  its  liabili. 
ties,  and  that  it  would  have  no  debts  existing  against  it  after  the 
money  asked  for  was  appropriated  and  properly  applied. 

Last  year,  most  of  the  schools  were  closed  earlier  in  tbe  season 
than  in  previous  years,  on  account  of  the  prevalence  of  the  cholera. 
Several  of  the  school  houses  were  early  appropriated  as  cholera 
hospitals,  without  the  consent  of  tbe  school  officers,  and,  in  the  judg- 
ment of  this  Board,  without  authority,  and  were  used  as  hospitals 
until  the  cholera  disappeared.  The  salaries  of  the  teachers  continued. 
This  occasioned  a  decreased  average  attendance  of  scholars  for  the 
year,  and  an  apparent  incrrased  expense  per  scholar.  These  causes 
will  account  fully,  as  is  believed,  for  the  apparent  iiicreased  cost  of 
instruction  per  scholar  durin>«;  the  year  just  closed,  over  that  of  either 
of  the  two  years  immediately  preceding  it,  and  for  the  apparent 
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di&rence  to  separate  years,  and  on  pounds  too  whicb  Tindieatc  the 
school  officers  generally  from  even  a  just  suspicion  of  not  being 
sufficiently  cautious  and  economizing  in  the  expenditure  of  the  public 
moneys.  , 

In  this  connection  it  is  proper  to  observe,  that  the  Annual  Report 
of  last  year  stated  the  actual  expense  of  common  school  instnictioDy 
per  scholar,  to  have  been  larger  during  the  years  ending  Feb.  1st, 
1848  and  1849,  than  is  above  represented.  The  ground  of  the  error 
is  obvious,  notwithstanding  the  error  and  the  cause  of  it  were  not 
detected  by  the  committee  that  prepared  the  Annual  Report,  nor  bj 
any  member  of  the  Board.  In  every  recent  Annual  Report,  the  ap- 
portionment for  the  year  to  succeed  it  has  been  published  in  the 
Report  as  the  amount  of  apportioned  moneys  expended  in  the  pie- 
ceding  year. 

Thus  the  amount  apportioned  for  the  year  ending 

Increase  in  sacceediiig  urer  that  of  prece^Bf 
ye»r: 

$10,626  64 
6,095  46 


Feb.  1,  1848,  was  $189,117  17 
''  1,  1S49,  was  $199,743  81 
"    1,  1850,  was  |20C,839  27 


In  the  computations  on  page  8  of  the  printed  Annual  Report  of 
last  year,  the  expenses  of  the  year  ending  Feb.  1,  1848  were  oTcr 
charged  $10,626.64,  and  of  the  year  ending  Feb.  1,  1849,  $6,095 
•46.  If  the  Report  had  been  accurate,  the  schedules  annexed  to  it, 
consisting  of  the  accounts  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  several 
wards,  should  have  shown  that  they  respectively  received  from  the 
apportionment  the  precise  amount  which  the  table  of  monies  appor- 
tioned for  that  year,  as  printed  in  the  same  Report,  represented  ihem 
to  be  entitled  to.  The  mortification  of  confessing  an  error  in  an 
official  statement  of  expenditures  of  the  public  moneys  is  compara- 
tively slight  in  this  case,  as  the  truth  shows  the  schools  to  have  been 
less  expensive  than  was  represented,  and  that  the  school  officers  are 
generally  practising  all  the  economy  compatible  with  the  true  inte- 
rests of'  the  system. 

Actual  Cost  of  Instruction  per  Schomb. 

It  must  be  observed  that  the  actual  cost  of  instruction,  per  scholar, 
as  stated  in  this  report,  is  based  upon  the  assumption,  that  all  cur 
rent  expenses,  of  all  the  schools,  are  paid  by  the  moneys  apportioned 
and  raised  to  supply  deficiencies.  This  is  not  true  of  the  Corporate 
Schools,  with  the  exception  of   those  of  the  New-York  Society  for 
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he  Promotion  of  Education  amon^  colored  chiHren.  The  corpo- 
rate schools  only  receive  the  amount  apportioned,  which  is  Jess  than 
:he  average  above  given  for  the  last  three  years.  This  cause  will 
slightly  increase  the  actual  pro  rata  cost  in  the  Public  Schools  above 
such  average.  The  public  moneys  expended  by  the  Public  School 
Society  and  the  ward  schools  for  the  three  last  years  to  defray 
current  expenses,  and  the  average  cost  per  scholarr  resulting  from 
such  expenditure,  are  as  follows: 


For  the  year 
ending 


Feb.  1,  1848 
there  was 


Feb.  1,  1849 


Feb.  1,  1850 


«1 


Si 


Nil 

Stst 


Apportioned  to  (be  Public  Schools,  $124,2U5  b7j 

Appropriated  for  deficiencies, OUU,UJU  (X) 

Total, $124,2U6  67 18,646  $6.66 

Apportioned  to  the  Ward  Schools^  $5d,306  08; 

Appropriated  for  deficiencies, 12,(159  13 

Total, $67,415  21 11,597  $5.81 

Apportioned  to  the  Public  Schools,  $115,946  751 

Appropriated  for  deficiencies, 8,0UU  iJO. 

Total, $123,946  7518,537  $6.66 

Apportioned  to  (he  Ward  Schools, .  $73,374  81    ^ 

Appropriated  for  deficiencies, 15,732  72' 

Total, $89,l(/7  53  14,652  $6.06 

Apportioned  to  the  Public  Schools,  $108,188  90 

Appropriated  for  deficiencies, 22, 932  62j 

Total, $131,121  5218,153  $7.22 

Apportioned  to  the  Ward  Schools,  $86,444  50 
Appropriated  for  deficiencies,  ....        18,637  13 

Total, $105,081  63  15,805  $6.71 


$6.33 


$6.41 


$6.94 


If  the  aggregate  expense  of  the  three  years,  be  fifveraged  npon  the 
total  of  the  average  actual  attendance,  for  the  same  period^  the  cost 
per  scholar,  for  each  year,  will  be  $6.58. 

If  to  this  sum  be  added  the  average  per  scholar,  of  the  annual  inte- 
rest on  the  cost  of  the  sites  and  of  scbool*houses,  including  the  sum 
paid  for  rents  for  ward  school-houses,  the  whole  actual  cost  per 
scholar  will  be  ascertained. 
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The  amount  expended  for  sites  for  ward  schools,    and  forie' 
erection  and  fitting   up  of  the  buildings,   in  ^irhich   scboob  vce 

taught  during  the  past  year,  is  about --•      $362^i S 

The  Talue  of  the  property  held  in  the  name  of  the 
Public  School  Society,  over  and  above  the  amount 
of  the  encumbrances,  on  which  interest  is  paid  out 
out  of  the  School  Fund,  as  estimated  by  the  So- 
ciety, is 189,495} 


Total, $552,457  i: 

The  annual  interest  on  this  sum,  at  7  per  cent,  is,-  -  -  -  $38,672 ': 
Amount  paid  last  year  for  rents  of  premises  leased  for 

ward  schools,-- ---  3,501^2 


Total, $42,1735 

This  amount  averaged  upon  the  actual  average  attendance  cp: 
these  schods,  the  past  year,  gives  per  scholar,  the  sum  of--     |l' 

Adding  to  this  the  average  per  scholar  for  the  last  three 
years,for  all  other  expenses,  viz: --— $6S 

shows  that -• -- —    $75! 

per  scholar,  is  the  entire  cost  of  educating  children  in  the  comiD<^ 
schools  ranging  from  the  ages  of  4  to  16  years.  This  is  the  v:ki 
cost  for  forty-eight  weeks,  of  full  five  days  each. 

Those  who  are  accustomed  to  paying  bills  for  tuition,  books,  ^ 
tionery  and  fuel,  in  private  schools,  know  that  this  is  less  than  ooe 
fourth  of  the  cost  of  the  former,  for  children  of  the  ages  that  atteni! 
the  common  schools. 

Justice  to  the  Public  School  Society,  requires  the  observation^  tl)>> 
it  paid  during  the  year  ending 

Feb.  1,  1849,  for  interest,  $7,681 

for  rents,        4,367  28 


Total,--  $12,048  2S 

Year  ending  Feb.  1,  1850,  for  interest,--.-   $8,156  11 

for  rents, -      4,282  45 


Total,-.  $12,438 « 
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No  such  items  are  charged  to  the  account  of  the  current  expenses 
of  the  ward  schools.  Deducting  these,  the  average  per  scholar  for 
current  expenses  will  be  a  trifle  less  in  the  schools  of  that  society 
than  in  the  ward  schools.  This  results  from  its  having  a  much 
larger  proportion  of  primary  scholars  than  the  other  schools,  and  the 
cost  of  the  instruction  of  the  latter  class  being  much  less  than  that 
of  the  older  pupils.  If  all  the  elements  and  items  necessary  to  be 
taken  into  the  account;  to  ascertain  the  relative  expense  <  f  educating 
under  each  system,  are  fairly  and  accurately  estimated,  there  would 
probably  be  found  4io  sensible  difference  between  the  two. 

New  Schools. 

During  the  past  year^  the  organization  of  the  new  schools,  in  the 
I8th  and  12th  wards,  mentioned  in  the  last  annual  report,  has 
been  completed,  \ind  the  schools  are  in  successful  operation.  Autho- 
rity has  becfn  given  by  the  Board  to  organise  a  new  school  in  the 
9th  ward,  and  $7,600  appropriated  to  purchase  a  site,  and  tl&>070 
to  erect  a  school  house. 

Schedule  No.  2,  shows  the  amount  apportioned  and  appropriated 
to  each  school  to  supply  deficiencies  during  the  past  year. 

Schedule  No.  3,  shows  the  amounts  appropriated  during  the  same 
period  for  all  other  purposes.  All  of  the  last  appropriation  of  $5,000 
for  the  support  of  the  Free  Academy,  and  the  larger  part  of  the 
previous  one  of  the  same  amount  are  unexpended.  The  Evening 
Free  Schools  have  an  unexpended  balance  of  |1,267.C9. 

Schedules  are  also  annexed,  containing  a  statement  of  the  expen- 
ditures, for  Common  School  instruction,  of  the  school  officers  of  each 
ward,  and  of  the  Public  School  Society.  These  statements  also  show 
the  balance  in  hand  or  in  bank  to  their  respective  credit. 

Annual  Apportionment  fob  current  Expenses. 

In  the  last  annual  report,  the  attention  of  the  Board  was  called 
to  the  importance  of  fixing  a  suitable  pro  rata  allowance  to  be  made 
to  each  school  for  its  support,  and  to  the  obvious  propriety  of  having 
sufficient  moneys  raised  and  annually  apportioned  by  the  Board  to 
cover  the  whole  current  expense  of  Common  School  instruction. 

The  school  law  (Act  of  May  7,  1844,  chap.  320,)  evidently  de- 
signed to  give  power  to  the  board  to  compel  sufficient  money  to  be 
raised  in  each  year  to  defray  all  of  its  expenses  uf  this  character. 
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Hie  fifth  lectioD  of  thftt  act  requires  tlie  homti  of  superrisio  t: 
annually  raise ,  by  tax,  a  aam  equal  to  that  apportioned  to  the  city  ul 
sty  from  the  Common  School  Fund  of  the  Stale,  ami  a  foitk 
equal  to  oDe*»tweiitieth  of  oae  per  cent  of  the  value  of  Ai  real 
and  persoftal  propetij  in  the  city,  subject  to  taxatiea.  These  tlmt 
ioms  constitute  the  moneys  annually  apportioned^  avd  for  the  toe 
•ndtag  February  1, 1850,  were  as  follows : 

1.  The  amount  received  from  the  State  Fund,-----—     $40,62163 

2.  An  equal  amount  raised  by  tax,--^ 40,6218! 

3.  One- twentieth  of  one  per  cent,  on  the  real  and  per- 

sonal property  of  the  cityy(le88  #2,500  deducted 
for  clerk  hire  and  other  expenses  of  the  board 
of  education,) -      124,596tl 


Total, '.•  $206,839 


T 


The  12th  and  14th  sections  of  the  same  act  require  the  board  d 
education  to  apportion  the  moneys  thus  annually  raised  among  ail 
the  schools  entitled  to  participate  in  them,  and  to  file  a  copy  of  soci 
apportionment  for  any  year  with  the  city  chamberlain  on  or  befoc 
the  first  Monday  of  April,  in  that  year. 

The  15th  section  requires  the  board  on  or  before  the  first  Mondaj 
of  July,  in  each  year,  to  report  to  the  board  of  superyisors  an  estioasftt 
of  the  probable  amount  which  will  be  required  to  be  raised  durini 
the  j/eafy  for  the  purpose  of  meeting  the  current  annual  expenses  ot 
common  school  instruction,  and  whether  more  or  less  than  one-tveo* 
tieth  of  one  per  cent.,  in  addition  to  an  equal  amount  with  the  State 
quota,  will  be  necessary,  and  declares  that  **  it  shall  be  ths  prrr 
of  the  board  of  supervisors,  or  the  common  council,  on  their  applica- 
tion, to  raise  the  necessary  amount,^'  as  the  one-twentieth  of  one  per 
cent,  is  raised,  and  at  the  same  time. 

The  propriety  of  pursuing  this  course  is  obyious.  The  expenses 
of  each  year  should  be  paid  by  the  taxation  in  that  year.  Tbis  ^ 
the  only  way  in  which  the  system  can  be  conducted  in  a  busioes- 
like  manner.  It  is  some  satisfaction  to  the  tax  payer  to  know,  wheo 
he  pays  his  taxes,  that  be  has  paid  in  full  all  that  is  to  be  collected 
of  him  for  the  expenses  of  the  closing  year.  If  the  money  be  D0t 
raised  during  the  year^  it  must  be  obtained  by  loans,  in  anticipation 
of  future  taxation,  and  interest  on  the  loans  must  be  paid  until  the 
principal  sum  borrowed,  and  interest  upon  it,  are  collected  in  tbe 
taxes  of  a  subsequent  year. 
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£xperieiice  has  shown  that  the  average  cost  per  scholar,  for  all 
the  curreot  expenses  of  common  school  instruction^  cimnot  be  less 
than  #6  60  per  year,  /s  there  is  a  moral  certainty  that  the  average 
attendance  of  each  sacceeding  year  will  exceed  that  of  the  previous, 
one,  and  as  the  apportionment  is  made  upon  the  average  attendance^ 
of  the  preceding  yerr,  it  would  seem  obvious  that  enough  should  be 
annually  raised,  in  addition  to  the  moneys  apportioned,  to  make,  witb 
snch  moneys,  a  pro  rata  of  at  least  (6.50  for  the  whole  number  in- 
cluded ia  the  last  apportionment.  The  moneys  apportioned  for  the 
current  year  amount  to  only  $5.74-f^^,  for  each  scholar,  for  the 
actual  average  attendance  of  last  year. 

If  this  Goune  is  not  adopted,  every  ward  achoo),  and  the  Public 
School  Society  also,  must  apply  for  moneys  to  supply  deficiencies* 
These  applications  must  be  made  quarterly,  unless  the  board  appropri- 
ates quarterly  to  the  schools  more  than  one*fourth  of  the  whole 
moneys  apportioned.  And  even  in  that  case,  all  must  apply  during 
the  last  quarter  of  the  year,  and  the  amount  required  be  added  to  the 
taxation  of  the  next  year. 

These  applications  impose  upon  the  school  officers  the  necessity  o£ 
making  up,  as  often  as  they  apply^  a  detailed  statement  of  their  ex* 
penditures,  subject  the  finance  committee  of  this  board  to  the  labor 
of  examining  these  details  and  the  facts  connected  with  them,  and 
entire  meetings  of ^  the  board  are  frequently  occupied  in  canvaSBing 
and  disposing  of  the  reports  of  the  committee  upon  these  applications. 
The  interest  of  the  schools  could  be  better  promoted  if  the  time  of 
the  school  officers  of  the  board,  and  of  its  finance  committee— required 
now  in  the  adjustment  of  these  matters— could  be  as  dilfgently  de- 
voted to  improving  and  advancing  the  schools  themselves. 

Thb  Common  School  System  claims  the  close  attention  of  eveiy 
citizen  to  its  operations  and  interests,  and  his  best  efforts  to  increase 
its  efficiency  and  promote  its  usefulness.  Until  1842,  there  was  no 
public  system  under  the  management  of  agents  selected  by  the  people^ 
The  Public  School  Society  was  the  pioneer  in  the  cause  of  common 
school  instruction.  At  the  time  of  its  incorporation,  in  1805,  its 
offices  and  aims  included  only  the  indigent  and  unprotected.  The 
title  of  the  act  was  significant  of  its  object.  It  was  an  act  for  the 
education  of  the  children  of  persons  in  indigent  circumstances,  and 
who  ^*  do  not  belong  to,  or  are  not  provided  for,  by  any  religious 
society.''  It  received  occasional  aid  from  the  State,  to  sustain  it  ift 
this  philanthropic  enterprise.    In  1808,  it  was  authorized  to  instruct 
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"  all  children  who  are  the  proper  objects  of  a  gratuitous  educatuB." 
It  sabseqnently  became  the  recipient  of  the  moneys  raised  for  tlie 
snpport  of  common  schools  ;  and,  in  1826,  an  act  was  passed  maldir 
it  the  duty  of  that  societ)  to  **  provide  for  the  education  of  all  cU- 
dren  in  the  city,  not  otherwise  provided  for,  to  the  extent  of  b 
means.'^  It  was  from  that  time  the  only  common  school  organizitiai 
in  the  city,  until  the  present  system  was  established  in  1842.  Tk 
society  continued  to  purchase  sites  and  erect  new  school  hooaes,  ie 
the  extent  of  its  surplus  means  derived  from  the  school  monejiy  ii 
with  moneys  borrowed  upon  mortgaging  its  school  houses  and  lo& 
until  its  real  estate,  exclusive  of  the  incumbrances  upon  it,  as  oti- 
mated  by  them,  is  worth  at  least  $190,000.  This  property  hasbes 
purchased,  almost  wholly,  with  moneys  derived  from  taxation,  vi't 
is  understood  that  the  society  is  willing  to  vest  the  title  to  it  in  Ik 
city  corporation,  for  common  school  purposes,  the  latter  paying  tk 
incumbrances.  The  city  now  pays  the  interest  of  these  incQa* 
brances. 

Since  the  establishment  of  ward  schools,  the  great  mass  of  cs: 
•   citizens  have  been  giving  a  closer  and  an  increasing  attention  to  tk 

common  schools.  The  re^lt  is,  that  the  attendance  upon  them  is 
i  ncreasing,  and  the  number  resorting  to  private  schools  is  dimini^ 

ing.     The  county  superintendent,  in  his  annual  rqiort,  made  a 

November,  1849,  estimates  that,  according  to  the  best  inf<uinatioD  k 

could  obtain,  there  were  attending 

Private  and  church  schools, -17,000 

Incorporated  schools,  participating  in  the  Literature 

Fund, 1,250 

In  the  evening  schools,  under  16  years  of  age,  and 

attending  no  other  schools, *•-• -     3,460 

As  the  evening  schools  are  part  of  the  existing  system,  the  scholars 
attending  them  should  not  be  counted  in  making  an  estimate  of  tite 
number  between  the  ages  of  4  and  16,  who  are  instructed  elsewhere 
than  in  the  common  schools.  That  number,  according  lo  the  best 
information  which  can  be  obtained,  is  about  18,250,  which  is  pn^* 
bably  not  over,  if  quite,  one-fifth  of  the  number  attending  the  com- 
mon schools.  « 

Considerations  of  public  and  personal  interest  would  perhaps  be 
found  to  concur,  if  the  subject  was  properly  considered,  to  indace  an 
effort  of  all  classes  to  make  the  common  schools  not  only  suitaUer 
but  desirable  for  all,  if  they  are  not  so  at  present 
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In  a  coQQtiy  whose  institutions  and  laws  originate  in  public 
opinion,  which  are  modified  as  that  changes,  or  are  displaced  by 
others  as  that  is  revolutionized,  it  is  indispensable  to  the  public  wel- 
fare that  a  high  degree  of  intelligence,  and  astern  moral  sentiment, 
should  perrade  all  classes,  and  characterize  every  citizen.  Eveiy 
citizen,  as  such,  has  the  like  general  and  personal  interest  in  pro- 
moting such  a  result.  It  cannot  be  achieved  without  the  most  un- 
tiring and  devoted  employment  of  the  appropriate  means.  Those 
who  make  and  administer  our  laws,  come  generally  from  the  common 
walks  of  life.  It  is  all-important  that  the  law  maker  should 
thoroughly  understand,  not  only  the  interests  of  the  class  with  which 
he  is  particularly  associated,  but  those  of  all  others.  The  true  in- 
terests of  any  branch  of  business  wiU  be  best  and  most  pennanently 
benefited  by  such  measures  as  will  foster  all  alike.  All  will  be  most 
wisely  guarded  by  the  most  intelligent  and  virtuous  agents.  The 
general  considerations  which  demand  a  highly  educated  people, 
appeal  with  equal  interest  to  all. 

Common  Schools  properly  organized,  to  secure  the  best  physical, 
mental,  and  moral  training  bf  the  young,  are  the  places  in  which 
those  who  are  to  be  future  competitors  in  business,  and  for  the 
world's  honors,  should  first  come  in  contact.  In  the  competitions  of 
the  school  room,  the  children  of  affluence  may  early  learn  that  indus- 
try and  effort  will  be  indispensable  to  compete  successfully,  in  the 
struggles  of  life,  with  the  children  of  the  poor.  The  latter,  from 
their  condition,  are  early  obliged  to  form  the  habits  of  industry, 
effort,  and  self-reliance,  which  can  alone  secure  success.  The  for- 
mer generally  learn  the  importance  and  necessity  of  these,  at  too 
late  a  period  to  repair  the  consequences  of  past  neglect  It  would 
be  well  for  them,  if  they  could  awake  to  the  importance  of  these 
habits  in  season  to  act  as  their  true  welfare  requires. 

School  Officers* 

While  the  present  system  remains  unchanged,  and  even  under  any 
system,  the  matter  of  first  importance  is,  the  character  and  qualifica- 
tions of  the  agents  who  are  to  carry  it  on.  Under  the  present  sys- 
tem, the  most  important  officers  are  the  trustees.  They  have  exclu-  | 
sive  authority  to  employ  the  teachers,  and  designate  the  books  to  be 
bought  and  used,  except  those  purchased  when  the  school  is  organ- 
ized. •  The  Commissioners  have  no  power  in  these  matters,  and  their 
appropriate  duties  as  Commissioners,  and  as  members  of  this  boards 
are  as  various  and  numerous  as  they  can  efficiently  perform. 
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It  is  indispensable,  therefore,  that  the  trustees  should  be  competeDt 
to  judge  of  the  attainments  of  teachers — of  their  aptitude  to  instruct— 
of  the  superior  advantages  of  different  methods  of  instruction— «ikI 
of  the  merits  of  the  various  text-books  which  authors  are  pressing 
them  to  adept.  It  is  desirable  and  highly  important,  that  they  shoulil 
feel  a  constant  and  anxious  interest  for  the  increasing  prosperity  aod 
efficiency  of  the  schools  under  their  charge,  and  be  able  to  devote  s 
much  time  to  them  as  a  proper  regard  to  their  advancement  demands. 
With  such  a  body  of  trustees,  a  county  superintendent  of  proper 
qualifications,  and  a  love  of  the  duties  of  his  office,  could  co-operate 
with  great  advantages  to  the  system.  The  system  embraces  numbes 
sufficiently  large,  and  interests  sufficiently  important,  to  demand  tk 
entire  time  of  such^  an  officer. 

Sach  an  ofl&cer,  by  devoting  his  whole  time  to  the  business  of  the 
schools,  may  soon  be  able  to  suggest  the  best  means  of  effecting  im- 
provements, which  seem  to  be  very  much  needed. 

SCHOOL-HOUSBS. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  school-rooms  are  too  much  cro^ 
ed,  and  the  class-rooms  too  few  and  too  small.  While  it  is  beliered 
to^be  the  common  judgment,  that  buildings  recently  erected  are  an 
improvement  upon  those  of  former  years,  yet  the  conviction  is  as 
general,  that  tlie  health  and  progress  of  the  students  require  rooms 
better  ventilated,  akid  with  fewer  inmates.  The  body  must  become 
languid  and  the  mind  listless,  after  being  confined  for  months,  daring 
six  hours  of  the  day,  in  a  poorly  ventilated  room,  containing  seyeral 
hundreds  and  crowded  to  its  utmost  capacity.  If,  as  is  the  case  witb 
many  of  the  school-houses,  the  seats  are  without  backs,  the  inevita- 
ble tendency  is  to  occupy  a  stooping  posture,  than  which  nothing 
can  be  more  deleterious  to  a  proper  physical  development,  or  to  the 
general  health  in  subsequent  life. 

Increase  of  Teachers. 

Efficient  instruction  requires  that  the  number  of  teachers  skouU 
be  increased.  In  most,  if  not  all  of  the  schools,  the  higher  aixi 
more  advanced  classes  receive,  relatively,  the  time  of  the  principal 
and  superior  assistants.  It  is  impossible,  with  the  present  number 
of  teachers,  to  give  that  time  to  each  scholar  which  is  required  to 
receive  thorough  teaching  and  efficient  progress.  The  report  c^  the 
committee  of  visitation  for  the  secoAd  district,  made  after  a  laborious 
and  minute  investigation  into  the  condition  of  the  schools  within  it; 
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in  which  the  chairman  was  occupied  twenty-three  entire  days,  assisted 
by  the  labors  of  one  of  his  associates  during  fourteen  full  days,  shows, 
that  the  results  natural  to.  crowded  school-rooms  and  a  too  limited 
number  of  teachers,  were  strikingly  manifest  in  those  schools. '  The 
most  glaring  and  common  defects  were  in  reading  and  spelling.  It 
is  believed  that  an  equally  critical  examination  would  have  disclosed 
very  limited  attainments  and  progress  in  writing,  and  in  the  princi- 
ples of  English  grammar. 

The  report  is  drawn  with  care,  and  should  be  carefully  examined 
and  considered,  both  with  respect  to  the  information  furnished  and 
suggestions  made. 

The  report^  prepared,  and  statistics  furnished  by  the  chairman  of 
the  visitation  committee  of  the  first  district,  bear  evidence  of  the 
attention  given  and  time  devoted  to  the  work  assigned  to  his  com- 
mittee. It  shows  deficiencies  as  striking  and  serious  as  those  pre» 
sented  by  the  other  report,  and  suggests  important  topics  f<Hr  the 
consideration  of  the  board.  It  is  apprehended  that  bst  very  few,  if 
any,  have  been  conscious  of  the  necessity,  shown  by  these  reports  to 
exist,  of  well  considered  and  systematic  efforts  to  add  to  the  amount, 
as  well  as  to  improve  the  quality  of  the  instruction  now  given  to  (he 
scholars  in  the  primary,  if  not  in  the  higher  departments  also. 

Whatever  may  be  attempted  should  be  entered  upon  with  caution, 
upon  full  investigation,  and  in  the  exercise  of  an  intelligent  discretion. 

If  a  proper  arrangement  of  school-rooms  and  recitation-rooms^ 
and  a  proper  supply  of  teachers,  should  make  the  school  satisfactory 
to  all,  and  put  them  in^a  condition  to  give  proper  attention  to  the 
personal  habits  of  the  scholars,  adapt  them  to  preserve  health,  and 
increase  their  efficiency  to  such  degree  as  upon  the  best  considera- 
tion is  attainable,  and  all  this  should  add  fifty  per  cent  to  the  pre- 
sent current  cost  of  instruction,  it  would  not  then  equal  one-half  of 
the  cost  of  educating  children  of  the  same  age  in  the  private  schools. 

Those  who  now  send  to  private  schools  might  then  send. their 
children  to  these  at  a  reduced  expense  to  themselves,  and  would  find, 
in  the  general  advantages  resulting  from  the  improved  education  of 
all,  the  indirect  yet  important  benefits  which  must  be  felt  in  all  the 
relations  of  the  civil  and  social  condition  from  such  a  cause.  Popular 
education  is  of  such  vital  importance,  is  so  pervading  and  comprehen- 
sive in  its  influences,  is  destined  to  operate  so  powerfully  for  weal 
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or  for  wo  upon  the  destiny  of  the  country,  as  well  as  of  tKe  i&dr- 
dual,  that  every  measure  calculated  to  effect  its  operations,  desovs 
the  careful  and  serious  consideration  of  every  parent,  and  of  ^ 
well-wisher  of  his  country  and  of  humanity. 

No  doubt  is  entertained,  that  the  people  of  this  city  will  (k- 
fully  pay  all  that  a  wise  expenditure  shall  require,  to  make  tb 
schools  what  they  ought  to  be,  to  secure  the.  proper  edoca6(s- 
those  to  whom  all  the  diversified  interests  of  its  business,  and  of  ^ 
social  and  political  condition  are  soon  to  be  confided. 

Teachers'  Sai^abiss,  Books  and  Supplies. 

It  is  also  believed,  that  other  reforms  might  be  made,  vti: 
would  tend  to  reduce  expenses,  and  improve  the  efficiency  of :» 
•cbools.  As  the  law  now  stands,  there  are  eighteen  distinct  orgcr 
satioos,  consisting  of  the  trustees  of  the  several  wards,  having  i 
power  to  employ  teachers,  select  and  purchase  books,  and  to  liii^ 
supplies  for  the  ward  schools  of  their  respective  wards.  Thm! 
no  provision  for  bringing  them  together,  to  interchange  views, «: 
discuss  the  subjects  connected  with  the  system  of  public  educatm 
There  are  no  means  by  which  the  officers  of  one  ward  can  irii 
themselves  of  the  greater  experience  and  better  information  of  tb» 
of  another.  Their  total  disQonnection  with  each  other  is  not  cak- 
lated  to  stimulate  efforts  on  their  part,  to  bring  the  heaviest  expfr 
ditures  to  some  common  standard,  consistent  with  the  highest  e( 
ciency  of  the  schools,  and  while  securing  the  best,  to  also  secure  t)^ 
same  text  books,  and  at  a  common  price  for  all  the  schools. 

The  great  diversity  of  school  books,  upos  the  same  subjects,  isff 
obstacle  to  the  progress  of  the  scholars.  As  often  as  a  change  intk 
residence  of  their  parents  obliges  them  to  enter  a  different  «A^ 
they  may  have  an  entire  set  of  books  placed  in  their  haodB,  vJ^ 
any  they  have  previously  studied.  This  is  undoubtedly  a  great  fr 
couragement  to  children.  The  books  cannot  well  be  of  equal  wsf^ 
If  they  are,  all  objection  to  attempting  a  uniformity  is  at  ona 
obvitted.  If  they  differ  in  merit,  those  using  the  poorer  sort  v^ 
unnecessarily  studying  at  a  disadvantage. 

The  best  method  of  .securing  a  desirable  reform  in  thi^  matter  ^ 
not  obvious.  The  importance  of  the  subject  entitles  it  to  theserioc 
and  practical  consideration  of  the  board,  of  the  school  officers  of  v 
several  wards,  and  of  the  teachers  in  the  different  schools. 
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If  a  wise  unifonnity  cao  be  secured,  it  would  then  be  easy  to 
purchase  books  and  other  supplies  at  a  reduced  expense.  Enlightened 
trustees,  acting  for  such  a  purpose  as  a  body,  might,  at  staged  periods, 
furnish  a  statement  of  the  books  and  supplies  required  for  the  schoob 
of  their  respeotive  wards.  If  proposals  for  furnishing  them  were 
required  to  be  advertised  for,  and  the  lowest  bids  accepted,  there  can 
be  no  doubt  that  a  saving  might  annually  be  made  of  several  thousand 
dollars.  After  the  kind  of  books  to  be  bought  was  satisfactorily  de- 
termined, it  would  not  be  of  much  moment  whether  the  power  to 
purchase  them  from  the  lowest  bidder  was  delegated  to  a  committee 
of  this  board  or  a  committee  of  the  trustees,  acting  as  a  legal  and 
responsible  organization,  pursuant  to  some  provision  to  be  made  for 
that  purpose  by  law. 

It  is  also  important  that  some  means  should  be  devised  to  secure 
a  nearer  approximation  in  the  amounts  paid  for  the  salaries  of  teach- 
ers of  equal  merit  in  similar  departments.  Nothing  should  be  done 
tending  tq  introduce  into  the  schools  an  inferior  class  of  teachers. 
On  the  contrary,  the  aim  should  be  to  secure  an  eflScient  body  of 
men,  fitted  «for  the  important  work  entrusted  to  their  hands,  and 
animated  with  a  purpose  to  perform  their  duties,  with  an  anxious 
care  for  the  welfare  and  best  training  of  the  pupils  under  their  in- 
struction. 

The  salaries  of  the  principal  teachers  are  highly  disproportioned. 
They  undoubtedly  differ  in  some  respects  in  aptitude  for  thoir  positions, 
and  a  salary  appropriate  for  some  might  not  be  a  just  compensation 
for  others.  It  would  be  an  unwelcome  conviction,  that  their  merits 
are  as  various  as  their  salaries,  and  such  is  not  believed  to  be  the 
truth  of  the  matter. 

The  subject  is  worthy  of  the  studious  consideration  of  all  the  school 
officers  of  the  city,  and  of  the  members  of  this  board.  It  should  be 
their  aim  to  mature  some  plan  which  will  operate  justly  upon  the 
teachers,  and  economically  for  the  public.  But  nothing  should  be 
done  calculated  to  impair  the  efficiency  of  the  schools,  or  lower  the 
standard  of  common  school  education. 

Schedule  No.  4  shows  the  amount  paid  during  the  past  year  for  the 
current  expenses  of  common  school  instruction  to  the  commissioners  of 
the  different  wards,  to  the  Public  School  Society,  and  to  the  Society  for 
the  Promotion  of  Education  among  colored  children,  and  the  average  at- 
tendance upon  each  of  these  schools.  It  also  shows  the  cost  of  instruction 
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per  seliolar  in  each  of  such  schools,  the  amoont  paid  for  teactf^ 
salaries  in  each  of  them,  and  the  cost  per  scholar  resulting  froa  t- 
expenditures  for  salaries  alone.  The  lowest  average  cost  per Kbr 
ibr  current  expenses  in  any  ward  is  $5.72,  and  the  highest  is  tS£ 
The  least  average  cost  in  the  wardlschools  of  any  ward,  on  sccv? 
of  teachers'  salaries  only,  is  t4.00»  and  the  highest  is  $7.15. 

Schedule  No.  6  shows  the  whole  amount  of  moneys  appropriate 
for  all  school  purposes  during  the  year  ending  April  30,  1850. 

Eyenrio  Schools, 

The  evening  schools  have  been  eminently  successful  in  their  oprr 
tions  during  the  past  year  ;  they  have  presented  to  a  large  class,  e 
well  of  those  over  as  under  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  the  c:> 
apparent  chance  of  learning  the  alphabet.  The  results  show  '^i 
those  of  our  people  who,  in  early  life,  neglected  or  were  denied  ij 
opportunities  of  acquiring  a  common  school  education,  are  aniic: 
to  improve  them,  when  experience  has  taught  them  what  embarns^ 
ments  ignorance  is  constantly  adding  to  the  inevitable  toils  aa! 
struggles  of  life,  and  shown  them  the  insuperable  obstacles  to  succes 
with  which  she  obstructs  the  common  paths  oi  human  occupation 
The  report  of  the  committee  on  evening  schools  gives  the  details:^ 
their  operations,  and  a  variety  of  interesting  facts  and  consideratioo» 
connected  with  them.  It  would  be  unjust  to  the  committee  and  to 
these  schools  to  substitute  for  their  report  an  abstract  of  it.  Tk 
report  b  annexed.  It  states  that  eighteen  evening  schools — ^t^elre 
for  males,  five  for  females,  and  one  for  colored  males — ^have  bees 
hnpt  open  from  the  first  of  October,  1849,  seventeen  weeks,  exclusivt 
of  two  weeks'  vacation  in  the  holidays.  In  the  male  dep«rt(Dea& 
63  teachers  were  employed  ;  in  the  female  departments  27,  all  of 
whom  were  females  ;  and  three  in  the  colored  schools.  The  wbofe 
Bunber  taught  was  7,638 ;  of  whom  there  were  5,255  males,  2,166 
females,  and  in  the  schools,  for  colored  persons  217.  The  whole  j 
amount  expended  was  $14,353.67,  being  15.76  cents  per  scholar^ 
for  the  actual  average  attendance  during  the  17  weeks.  The  scholar 
embraced  between  the  ages  of  16  and  21,     1796  males, 

747  females, 
37  colored  persoBi 

Total,  2580 
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There  were  over  the  age  of  21  years,   490  males, 

212  females,  and 
147  cojored  persons. 

Total, 849  ^ 

There  were  of  those  who  could  not  read,-  -  -     607  males, 

433  females,  and 
64  colored  persons. 

Total,   1094 

Of  those  who  could  not  write,  there  were,-*  1166  males, 

768  females,  and 
123  colored  persons. 

Total,   — ..   2036 

Of  those  ignorant  of  the  simple  rules  of  arith- 
metic, there  were, • -  2050  males, 

736  females,  and 
23  colored  persons. 

Total,   2809 

These  statistics  show  that  890  adults,  and  2,580  persons  between 
the  ages  of  16  and  21,  after  toiling  through  the  day  to  obtain  the 
means  of  subsistence,  have  deyoted  their  evenings  for  a  period  of 
17  weeks  to  acquire  the  rudiments  of  an  English  education.  That 
during  these  seventeen  weeks,  1,094  who  could  not  read,  2,036  who 
could  not  write,  and  2,809  unacquainted  with  the  simplest  operations 
in  arithmetic,  have  made  respectable  attainments  in  these  branches, 
who,  without  the  opportunities  furnished  by  these  schools,  might 
have  continued  in  their  unfortunate  ignorance  through  life.  The 
friends  of  universal  education,  and  of  the  advancement  of  the  wel- 
fare of  all  ages  and  classes,  cannot  but  be  gratified  at  these  auspicious 
results.  The  good  order  add  propriety  of  conduct  which  haye  char- 
acterized the  schools,  have  removed  all  the  apprehensions  that  existed 
as  to  the  feasibility  of  conducting  evening  schools  for  the  education 
of  females.  There  has  not  been  a  single  instance,  to  the  knowledge 
of  the  committee,  of  the  violation  of  any  of  the  proprieties  of  life 
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by  any  of  this  clasrf.  On  the  contraiy,  they  have  been  assiduow  to 
improYe  the  opportunities  furnished ;  and  the  number  of  feoDiale  adults, 
as  'weW  as  the  number  over  16  and  under  21  years  of  age,  who  hire 
attended  these  schools,  and  who  were  unable  to  read  or  write  i?heQ 
they  began^  must  satisfy  every  one  that  the  benefits  to  result,  not 
merely  to  themselves  but  to  the  community,  from  the  education  % 
have  received,  will  probably  be  worth  far  more  than  the  amooDt 
expended,  while  the  consciousness  of  the  good  done  will  amply  coi&- 
pensate  every  liberal  mind  for  his  fraction  of  the  whole  expenst 
There  remains,  of  moneys  appropriated  to  these  schools,  an  ma- 
pended  balance  of  $1,267.09;  and  fixtures,  books,  and  stationery, 
adapted  to  the  wants  of  the  schools,  and  ready  for  use  when  tbg 
shall  be  re-opened  during  the  current  year,  estimated  to  be  worth  it 
least  $4,000.  It  is  anticipated  that,  with  these  means,  and  the 
annual  appropriation  of  $15,000,  two  additional  schools  can  be 
established  and  kept  open  in  the  present  year. 

Thu  Free  Academy. 

The  annual  report  recently  made  by  this  board,  in  conformity  witli 
the  act  authorising  the  establishment  of  the  free  academy,  states  tk 
studies  pursued  in  it,  the  extent  to  which  they  have  been  prosecuted 
by  each  student,  the  cost  of  organizing  the  institution,  and  the 
amount  and  items  of  its  current  expenses  to  the  date  of  such  report. 

Since  then,  an  additional  examination  for  the  admission  of  pupils 
has  been  had,  another  assistant  teacher  appointed,  and  the  study  of 
book-keeping  introduced,  • 

The  pupils  are  prosecuting  their  studies  with  commendable  induB- 
try  and  are  making  good  progress.  The  admirable  discipline  and 
order  which  prevailed  at  the  outset  are  still  maintained.  The  pro- 
fessors and  teachers  are  faithful  and  efiicient  in  the  performance  of 
their  duties.  The  results  of  their  labors  have  confirmed,  the  favorable 
opinions  which  induced  their  selection  and  appointment.  As  much 
freedom  of  choice  in  selecting  the  studies  to  be  pursued  or  omitted 
has  been  allowed  to  the  parents  and  guaidians  of  the  pupils,  as  is 
compatible  with  the  necessary  division  of  them  into  classes  or  sec- 
tions. Thus  far  it  has  been  entirely  optional  with  the  pupils,  whether 
they  would  study  either  of  the  ancient  or  modern  languages,  or 
neither  of  them.  Various  important  branches  will,  at  all  times,  QB- 
doubtedly  continue  to  be  taught,  with  respect  to  which,  it  will  ^ 
left  to  the  parents  and  guardians  of  the  children  to  determine  whe- 
ther they  shall  study  them  or  not. 
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The  entire  range  of  studies  to  be  hereafter  prosecuted,  the  extent 
to  which  they  ,may  be  pursued,  the  variety  and  degree  of  scientific 
attainments  which  the  academy  shall  secure  to  its  students,  depend 
entirely  upon  the  future  action  of  this  board.  It  has  exclusive  con- 
trol over  all  these  subjects,  and  must  be  held  responsible  for  the 
results. 

Schedule  No.  6,  hereto  annexed,  shows  the  occupation  of  the 
parents  of  the  pupils  admitted  at  the  three  examinations  that  haVife 
been  had,  so  far  as  such  occupation  could  be  ascertained. 

The  oct^pation  of  the  parents  of  every  pupil  admitted,  cannot  now 
be  stated.  This  information  is  not  sought  until  after  the  admissions 
are  determined.  Several  of  the  class  first  admitted  had  left,  when 
the  labor  of  obtaining  this  information  was  commenced.  The  table 
shows,  that  parents  of  children  of  nearly  every  pursuit  followed  in 
the  city  have  been  admitted  into  the  academy. 

By  far  the  largest  proportion  belong  to  those  classes  whose  em- 
ployment is  least  productive,  and  but  few  of  them,  as  is  believed, 
could  defray  the  expenses  of  giving  to  their  children  such  an  oduca- 
tion  as  they  are  now  enabled  to  acquire.  Almost  every  citizen  who 
examines  this  table,  instead  of  regretting  his  part  of  the  expeijse  at 
which  these  advantages  are  secured,  would  be  gratified  if  thousands 
instead  of  hundreds  could  by  like  means  be  annually  admitted  to  the 
same  privileges,  and  present  to  the  public  the  same  prospects  of 
entering  upon  their  duties  as  citizens,  and  bringing  to  the  pursuits 
in  which  they  may  engage,-the  more  extensive  information,  better 
disciplined  minds  and  improved  capacities  for  business,  which  may 
be  expected  to  characterize  those  who  shall  have  passed  through  a 
full  course  in  this  institution. 

The  only   aspect  in  which    it  may  be  peculiarly  appropriate  to 

speak  of  the  free  academy  in  this  report,  is  that  of  its  connection 

with  the  common  scliools,   and  the   influence  it  exerts  upon  their 

•   operations.    None  are  received  into  it  except  those  who  have  been 

pupils  in  the  common  schools  of  the  city. 

The  only  branches  in  which  it  requires  a  thorough  preparation,  for 
admission  to  its  privileges,  are  those  usually  taught,  and  all  of  which 
should  be  thoroughly  taught  in  the  common  schools.  The  examina- 
tions in  these  branches  are  strict,  and  the  defects  in  the  applicants 
which  they  have  most  strikingly  displayed,  include  those  which  this 
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Tisitation  committees  represented  to  be  most  preyalent  in  all  the  de- 
partments of  the  schools  upon  which  they  have  reported. 

When  it  is  borne  in  mind  that  the  pupils  from  any  school  a- 
amined  for  admission  to  the  free  academyi  are  but  an  exceediD^j 
small  fraction  of  its  whole  number,  and,  as  a  general  thing,  are  ib 
choicest  scholars,  if  any  considerable  number  of  these  are  fo::: 
painfully  deficient  in  spelling,  reading,  writing,  and  in  Eogu^ 
^ammar,  there  is  much  reason  to  fear  that  those  not  applying  n 
upon  the  average  still  more  deficient.  Those'  applying  have  ge&e- 
rally  devoted  all  or  most  of  the  preceding  year  with  a  view  to  qoaiin 
themselves  to  pass  the  ordeal  of  an  examination.  They  may,  there- 
fore, be  presumed  to  have  hai)  more  careful  and  thorough  instructis 
than  they  would  otherwise  have  received,  or  than  the  residue  of  tie 
school  has  enjoyed. 

To  those  making  additional  eflforts,  and  giving  a  closer  and  more 
thoughtful  attention  to  their  studies,  in  the  hope  of  succeeding  it 
their  attempt  to  enter  the  academy,  and  for  that  cause,  the  iofloeooe 
of  its  incitements  must  necessarily  have  been  salutary.  If  this  cI;sb 
have^received  an  undue  proportion  of  the  time  of  the  teachers  eiD- 
ployed  in  the  school,  the  result  oi  their  examination  shows  that  the; 
have  received  no  more  than  was  essential  to  realize  the  progress  aod 
secure  the  attainments  which  should  characterize  every  school,  zoi 
be  made  by  every  scholar. 
# 

If  all  have  not  the  opportunity  of  doing  as  well,  and  learning  u 
much,  it  must  follow  that  the  number  of  teachers  is  inadequate,  or 
that  the  methods  of  instruction  are  defective,  or  are  inefficiently 
pursued.  £very  man,  no  matter  what  may  be  his  business  or  posi- 
tion, should  at  least  be  able  to  spell  accurately,  read  well,  write 
legibly,  understand  the  common  principles  of  grammar,  have  a  fair 
knowledge  of  geography,  arithmetic,  and  of  the  history  of  the  United 
States.  These  are  the  only  branches  in  which  it  is  necessary  that 
the  applicants  should  pass  a  good  examination  in  order  to  be  admit- 
ted. So  far  as  its  examinations  and  requirements,  and  the  confining 
of  its  admission  to  pupils  in  the  common  schools,  tend  to  secure  more 
efficient  instruction  in  all  these  branches,  or  prove  that  such  as  is 
given  is  defective,  its  influences  upon  the  course  of  common  school 
education  must  be  salutary. 

A  fair  knowledge  of  these  branches  is  equally  serviceable  in  everj 
condition  in  life,  and  indispensable  to  all.    The  education  ol  no 
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citizen  should  fall  below  this  standard,  whether  his  interests  and  hap* 
piness  as  a  man,  or  his  influence  as  the  head  of  a  family,  or  a 
member  of  society,  be  alone  regarcTed.  Either  of  these  objects  re- 
quires  that  those  of  the  lowest  attainments  should  possess  an  educa- 
tion superior  to  this. 

It  should  be  the  aim  of  all  connected  with  the  education  of  the 
young,  who  believe  that  the  prosperity  and  perpetuity  of  a  goyerh- 
ment  like  our  own  depencl  upon  the  stern  virtues  and  high*  intelli- 
gence of  the  people,  to  secure  to  each  citizen  a  much  better  educa- 
tion than  is  required  for  admission  into  the  free  academy.  Its  action 
thus  far  has  disclosed  that  this  will  not  be  acquired  in  the  common 
schools,  unless  efforts  are  made  to  supply  existing  deficiencies  in  the 
amount  of  instrudlion  given  to  the  pupils  in  them,  and  also  to  im- 
prove its  quality. 

There  must  necessarily  be  a  cause  for  the  defects  in  our  common 
school  system,  which  it  has  detected  and  disclosed.  The  discovery 
of  the  existing  evils  is  an  important  result.  This  must  necessarily 
lead  to  such  measures  as  will  remedy  the  evils  and  deficiencies  of  a 
system  whose  success  enlists  the  liveliest  interest  of  the  people  of 
the  city,  and  under  which  over  one  hundred  thousand  of  their  chil- 
dre  n  are  annually  and  exclusively  taught. 

Important  and  salutary  as  this  silent  and  efficient  agency  may  be, 
the  free  academy  is  destined,  under  proper  management,  to  achieve 
other  and  higher  results.  After  a  short  period  it  will  annually  send 
forth  a  large  number  highly  and  practically  educated,  who  would 
ottierwise  have  had  only  such  instructions  as  the  common  schools 
may  furnish;  these  will  come  from  all  classes  of  society;  they  will 
not  only  sympathise  with  their  wants  but  understand  them,  and  be 
more  competent  to  promote  their  interests.  In  their  early  associa- 
tions and  common  efforts  for  personal  improvement  they  will  find 
new  elements  of  fellowship,  and  form  new  and  strong  bonds  of  union. 
The  various  departments  of  business  in  which  they  may  engage,  will 
find  in  them  an  accession  of  scientific  attainments  and  practical 
'ability,  competent  to  advance  and  adapt  them  to  the  wants  of  an  era 
of  great  discoveries,  changes  and  progress.  Such  is  emphatically  a 
characteristic  of  the  present  age. 

It  is  said  by  one  of  our  purest  and  most  distinguished  citizens, 
recently  deceased,  that  '^  a  parent  who  sends  his  son  into  the  world 
uneducatedi  and  without  skill,  in  any  art  or  science,   does  a  great 
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injiiiy  to  maDldiid,  as  well  as  to  bis  own  family^  for  he  defrauds  tbe 
community  of  a  useful  citixeii,  and  bequeaths  to  it  a  nuisance."  An 
efficient  free  common  school  system  is  one  of  the  best  safeguank 
against  such  a  calamity.  It  furnishes  appropriate  occupation  for  all 
in  their  earliest  years;  an  opportunity  to  deyote  them  to  acquiring 
knowledge,  and  may  shield  the  individual  and  the  community  from 
the  injury  which  would  be  inflicted  on  both,  if  the  former  was  snfir- 
ed  to  pass  his  youth  in  idleness,  and  grow  up  uneducated. 

That  eminent  man  also  said  that,  ^^without  a  large  portion  amongst 
us,  of  men  of  superior  education,  who  can  teach  the  teachers  of  the 
common  schools,  we  cannot  expect  that  the  great  duties  appertain- 
ing to  public  tnists  will  continue  to  be  discharged  with  the  requisite 
skill,  ability  and  integrity.  It  is  not  the  common  schools  alone,  (ibr 
they  must  of  necessity  be  confined .  to  very  humble  teaching,)  it  u 
the  higher  schools,  academies  and  colleges,  that  must  educate  those 
accomplished  men,  who  are  fit  to  lead  the  public  councils,  and  be 
entrusted  with  the  guardianship  of  our  laws  and  liberties,  and  who 
^can  elevate  the  character  of  the  nation.^' 

While  the  free  academy  may  have  no  ambition  to  instruct  pupils 
with  a  view  to  their  becoming  legislators,  jurists  or  judges,  it  maj 
not  unreasonably  hope  that  those  it  may  educate,  will  be  eminentlj 
better  qualified  to  discharge  the  duties  of  any  position  in  which  thej 
may  be  placed.  That  whether  they  may  toil  in  the  shop  of  the 
artizan,  till  the  earth,  engage  in  the  enterprises  to  which  commerce 
invites,  or  be  found  in  the  halls  of  state  or  national  Legislature,  or 
other  positions  of  public  trust,  the  beneficent  wisdom  which  founded 
and  sustained  the  institution  will  be  nobly  vindicated  by  her  children. 

By  order  of  the  board, 

ROBERT  KELLY,  President. 
Edwaid  B.  Fbllows,  Clerk. 
JfetD-Yark,  May  Isi,  1860. 
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DISSENT. 

The  undeiBignedy  uniting  generally  in  the  vievvB  hereinbefore  set 
forth  by  the  chairman  and  majority  of  the  committee,  asks  leave  to 
record  his  dissent  from  so  much  of  this  report  as  commends  the 
foundaticm,  objects,  and  management  of  the  Free  Academy,  for 
reasons  which  he  will  barely  indicate,  as  follows : 

L  I  beliere  the  course  of  instruction  pursued  in  that  academy 
radically  defective  and  vicious,  in  that  it  contemplates  and  provides 
for  the  devotion  of  a  considerable  share  of  the  means  of  the  seminary^ 
and  the  time  of  its  pupils,  to  the  study  of  dead  languages,  to  the 
necessary  exclusion  and  neglect  of  sciences  and  arts,  which  seem  to 
me  of  far  greater  practical  importance,  to  at  least  nineteeurtwentieths 
of  our  youth. 

2.  I  do  not  know  that  its  management  is  so  efficient,  nor  that  its 
inculcations  are  so  effective  and  succeseful,  as  this  report  represents 
them. 

3.  I  distrust  and  challenge  the  policy  of  giving  a  part  of  the 
children  of  our  city  a  far  more  costly  education,  a|  the  public  expense^ 
than  is  provided  for  and  freely  proffered  to  all  children,  without  re- 
serve or  exception.  The  only  case  in  which  I  can  justify  a  departure 
from  the  Amdamental  republican  maxim  of  equal  advantages  and 
opportunities  for  all,  is  that  of  a  normal  school,  whereby  the  l^tate, 
for  its  own  advantage  and  benefit,  accords  to  certain  eminently  fit 
persons  a  superior  education,  expressly  to  fit  them  for  teachers,  and 
with  the  implied,  if  not  express  condition,  that  they  shall  regard 
such  education  as  a  loan  or  advance,  to  be  repaid  by  future  service 
as  teachers  in  our  common  schools.  Apart  from  any  such  compact^ 
I  deny  the  right  of  a  community  to  give  a  superior  education  to  its 
most  intellectual  and  cultivated  youth.  The  profound  truth,  divinely 
announced,  ihat  ^'  To  him  that  hath  shall  be  given,  while  from  him 
that  hath  not  shall  be  taken  even  that  he  hath,''  has  abundant  scope 
and  power  in  our  existing  society,  and  needs  no  novel  and  extra- 
ordinary agencies  invoked  to  render  its  operation  more  sweeping  and 
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universal.  If  it  be  proper  for  our  city  to  incur  an  additional  and 
heavy  expense  to  promote  especially  the  education  of  any  particolar 
class,  it  should  not  be  the  apt  in  study,  the  brilliant,  the  eminentlj 
proficient  who  should  be  selected  as  the  subjects  of  its  experifflent, 
the  recipients  of  its  bounty ;  but  rather  the  stepchildren  of  nature 
and  of  fortune — the  outcast,  the  benighted^  the  brutalized,  the  hom^ 
less,  and  the  miserable.  The  cost  of  this  Free  Academy,  judiciooslj 
expended,  would  suffice  to  rescue,  annually,  at  l^ast  one  thousaod 
destitute  and  sorely  afflicted  children  from  our  city's  lanes,  courts, 
and  cellars,  where  they  are  daily  sinking  deeper  and  deeper  into  the 
bottomless  gulf  of  vagrancy,  want,  beggary,  theft,  prostitution,  dii- 
ease,  and  death,  and  place  them  in  virtuous  and  happy,  thougk 
humble  homes,  where  the  blessings  of  wise  guardiandiip,  aoured 
plenty,  education,  indastry,  and  proficiency  in  the  useful  arts,  would 
be  secured  to  them.  For  these  and  kindred  reasons,  which  I  will  not 
here  require  shall  be  set  forth,  I  protest  against  the  existence  of  die 
Free  Academy,  and  demand  its  tomination. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

May  SUi,  1850.  Hobags  GBjnLsr. 
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EVENING  SCHOOLS. 


Board  of  Education,  April  lltk,  1850. 

Mr.  Redfiekly  from  the  Committee  on  Evening  Schools,  submitted 
the  following  Report,  which  was  adopted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed 
^mder  the  direction  of  the  conmittee. 

E.  B.  FELLOWS,  Clerk. 

The  Commt^ee  on  Evening  Schoob  beg  leave  to  present  this  their 
third 

ANNUAL  REPORT. 

Additional  and  gratifying  evidences  of  the  successful  results  arising 
from  the  establishment  of  the  system  of  evening  school  education 
haveenabied  your  committee  to  present,  in  this  report,  detailed  state* 
ments  of  an  increase  during  the  past  season,  not  only  in  the  number 
of  schools  opened,  and  the  increased  and  growing  attendance  of 
members,  but  a  deep  and  absorbing  interest  taken  by  those  for  whose 
benefit  these  schools  were  specially  designed  and  established.  It  is  • 
a  source  of  great  pleasure  to  the  friends  of  universal  education,  that 
the  means  can  be  easily  devised  by  which  the  classes  which  are 
virtually  excluded  from  the  advantages  afforded  by  the  day  schools 
may  be  brought  under  the  influences  of  education  and  instruction. 
The  evening  schools  are  now  as  eminently  deserving  our  fostering 
and  cherishing  care  as  the  day  schools,  which  are  so  much  the  ob* 
jects  of  our  just  pride  and  highest  consideration,  as  well  as  the  glorj 
and  honor  of  our  city. 

In  addition  to  the  schools  opened  last  year,  there  has  been  one 
organised  at  Yorkville,  for  males ;  one  in  the  11th  ward,  for  females ; 
and  a  school  for  colored  males,  in  Thomas  street,  in  the  school 
rooms  occupied  by  the  schools  of  the  *^  Society  for  the  Promotion  of 
Education  among  Colored  Children  ;"  which,  added  to  the  number 
orgabized  the  previous  year,  make,  in  all,  eighteen — twelve  for 
males,  five  for  females,  and  one  for  colored  males.    The  term  com«- 
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mencrd  on  the   1st  of  Octaber,  and  continued  seTentecn  vc^ 

.(exclusive  of  two  weeks'  vacation  during  the  holiday  season,)  dosu^ 
about  the  middle  of  February. 

The  amount  of  moneys  expended  for  the  organizalioD  and  supper 
of  evening  schools  has  been  $14,353.67,  including  $64.68  paidb; 
printing  the  last  annual  repost. 

The  purposes  for  which  this  sum  has  been  expended,  and  tbepr- 
ticular  amount  paid  on  the  account  of  each  school,  naay  be  fouDdi 
"  Statements''  accompanying  this  report,  and  marked  A  and  B. 

The  amount  in  bank  to  the  credit  of  evening  schools,  at  it 
commencement  of  the  term,  (being  the  balance  of  the  previci 
year's  appropriation,)  was  |620.76.  The  amount  apf  ropriatd  h 
the  board  of  education,  and  deposited  by  the  comptroller  with  tk 
chamberlain  of  the  city,  was  $15,000 — ^being  the  amount  aathorizd 
by  law  to  be  raised  for  the  purposes  of  evening  schools*.  Thsti 
now  a  balance  in  bank,  after  paying  all  claims,  of  $1,267.09. 

The  value  of  the  {m>perty  now  on  hand— consisting  of  gas  fixtuia. 
book  cases,  books,  stationery,  &c.--4kt  the  very  lowest  estimated 
$4,000,  being  an  increase  of  $616.67  during  the  past  season.  S 
of  this  property  is  in  good  order,  and  ready  for  use  when  the  school 
commence  another  term. 

The  number  of  teachers  employed  in  the  male  departments  of  tk 
evening  schools  was  fifty-three ;  in  the  female  departments,  tweotj* 
seven,  all  of  which  were  females ;  and  three  in  the  colored  school; 
in  all,  eighty«three. 

The  number  of  pupils  that  were  registered  in  these  schools  darii; 
the  term,  was  5,255  males,  2,166  females  ;  and  in  the  colored  scboij, 
217  :  in  all,  7,638.  For  a  full  and  more  particular  account  of  tk 
number  regbtered  in  each  school — a  classification  of  their  age»-- 
the  degrees  of  advancement  of  the  pupils — the  average  and  weeki; 
attendance — with  other  useful  and  interesting  statistical  informatitf 
connected  with  the  operations  and  the  results  of  evening  scbocii 
—the  committee  have  compiled  the  several  ''  Statements  **  attached 
to  this  report,  marked  C,  D,  and  £,  and  to  which  they  b^  leaved 
refer. 

Of  the  number  registered  the  last  term,  849  vfere  upwards  of  ^^ 
years  of  age — ^being  an  increase  of  268  of  this  class  over  the  f^ 
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▼ious  season  ;  showing  that  those  of  oar  adult  population  whose  edu- 
cation has  been  neglected/ are  beginning  to  be  awakened  to  the  im- 
portance of  the  advantages  that  they  can  derive  from  these  schools  ; 
and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  class  will  continue  to  increase  in 
numbers  fiom  year  to  year  as  greater  facilities  shall  be  accorded  to 
hem,  our  evening  cchools  become  more  known,  and  their  importance 
more  fully  appreciated.  Some  of  the  teachers  seemed  to  have 
labored  under  softie  difficulty  in  classifying  men  with  small  boys,  by 
following  the  usual  mode  of  placing  all,  in  the  same  classes,  without 
respect  to  age,  according  to  their  advancement  in  learning.  It  is 
believed  and  recommended,  that  little  or  no  regard  should  be  had  in 
forming  classes  from  adult  pupils,  except  to  place  them  by  them- 
selves ;  they  certainly  ought  not  to  be  classed  with  small  boys,  or  in 
any  way  be  placed  where  they  would  be  liable  to  be  annoyed  by 
them,  their  feelings  injured,  or  their  pride  wounded,  by  their  thought-* 
less  remarks.  If  classed  at  all,  let  them  be  classed  by  themselves, 
and  as  much  personal  attention  be  given  them  as  can  be  possibly 
spared  by  the  teachers. 

Of  the  number  registered,  1,094  were  unable  to  read,  and  2,036 
who  could  read  but  imperfectly,  or  of  the  lowest  grade  of  reading  ; 
showing  3,129  who  had  previously  received  but  little  education,  to 
whose  vision  the  lights  of  knowledge  had  been  obscured,  and  but  for 
the  establishment  of  these  schools,  would  have  been  left  to  grope  their 
way  in  the  darkness  of  unawakened  intellect,  liable  to  become  the 
victims  of  ill-directed  and  corrupted  passions ;  hanging  like  dead 
weights  upon  the  skirts  of  society.  A  large  proportion  of  this  num* 
ber  had  never  before  seen  the  inside  of  a  school  room,  and  from  the 
circumstances  of  their  condition,  probably  never  would  have  been 
able  to  obtain  the  simplest  rudiments  of  an  education  if  it  had  not 
been  for  the  opening  of  the  evening  schools.  The  committee  can 
state  from  their  own  observation  and  the  testimony  of  all  the  teachers, 
that  a  vast  number  of  this  class,  if  not  all,  have  been  greatly  bene* 
fited  by  their  attendance,  and  a  great  majority  of  them  by  close  at* 
tention  to  their  studies,  have  not  only  learned  the  letters  of  the  alpha* 
bet,  but,  at  the  close  of  the  term,  were  enabled  to  spell  and  read 
easy  lessons,  write  a  fair  hand,  and  obtained  some  knowledge  of  the 
simple  rules  of  arithmetic.  The  teachers  in  all  the  schools  devoted 
much  time  and  gave  considerable  attention  to  this  class  of  persons, 
and  they  had  (in  almost  every  instance  where  regular  attendance 
could  be  secured)  the  proud  satisfaction  of  seeing  their  labors  attend* 
ed  with  a  gratifying  success. 
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The  Bwnber  that  could  not  write  was  S9O869  and  4,069  were  Mt 
acquainted  with  the  simple  rules  of  arithm^ic.  When  we  oonader 
the  faets  as  here  stated,  and  take  into  Tiew  this  vast  Dumber  of  per- 
sons who  have  entered  the  schools  ntterlj  ignorant  of  the  simpleik 
mdiments  of  learning,  varying  in  their  ages  from  12  to  60  ye»r8,«e 
eannot  be  otherwise  than  forcibly  impressed  with  the  great  impor* 
tance  ami  urgent  necessity  of  their  establishment,  and  the  benefits  aiil 
practical  utility  sure  to  result  from  their  eontinuanot.  If  2,000  per- 
sons who  eannot  write  aimually  enter  these  schools  and  learn  tint 
useful  art,  and  4,000  learn  the  simple  rules  of  arithmetic,  who  before 
could  not  make  the  least  use  of  figures,  it  would  seem  tbat  society 
would  be  richly  repaid  the  expense  by  the  banishiaent  c^  this  amooBt 
c{  ignorance  from  so  great  a  number  oi  persons  growing  np  in  oor 
midst.  But  when  in  this  connection  we  also  take  into  consideratioB 
that  not  only  these,  but  nearly  «s  many  more  who  have  advanced  be- 
y<H)d  the  rudiments  of  education,  are  also  availing  themselves  of  Ae 
opportunity  to  complete  their  studies  and  add  to  their  limited  stoif 
of  useful  knowledge, — the  great  moral  influence  that  ia  exerted  over 
the  whole  mass  of  young  men  that  attend  the  schools  during  the 
winter  evenings,  who  would  other.vise  spend  them  mi  idleness  or 
worse  than  profitless  amusements,  many  perhaps  in  dissipations  tht 
waste  alike  the  intellectual  energies  and  destroy  their  health,  sv- 
Kranded  as  they  are  in  a  crowed  city  like  this  by  strong  inducemenb 
and  tempting  incitements  to  corrupt  and  evil  practices— 4he  amoa§t 
of  substantial  good  and  the  benefits  conferred  both  upon  society  asd 
Individuals  are  beyond  calculation,  and  cannot  be  estimated  in  doUais 
and  cents. 

By  further  consulting  the  statements  referred  to,  and  a  careful  pe 
msal  of  the  reports  of  the  teachers,  it  will  be  seen  tluit  whilst  thej 
(the  teachers)  have  had  the  high  satisfaction  of  imparting  instmctieo 
to  the  destitute  and  the  ignorant,  there  has  also  been  connected  with 
every  school,  classes,  and  in  some  schools  quite  large  classes,  of  per« 
sons  who  have  been  pursuing  the  higher  branches  of  an  english  ed» 
Hcation,  especially  bookkeeping,  which  seems  to  be  a  favorite  study 
among  the  pupils  of  this  class  in  the  male  departments.  The  teach* 
ers  appear  to  be  highly  satisfied  with  the  progress  made  by  their  pu- 
pils in  this  branch  of  their  studies,  and  it  is  stated  that  many  have 
left  the  schools  with  as  thorough  a  theoretical  knowledge  as  it  is 
possible  to  obtain  in  our  common  schools.  As  it  is  essentially  oe* 
cessary  to  enable  any  one  to  prosecute  successfully  any  branch  of 
business  or  trade,  that  they  should  possess  some  knowledge  of  the 
practical  principles  ot  keeping  accounts,  it  is  deemed  highly  necessarj) 
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and  of  oonstderable  impnrtancey  that  a  class  of  this  kind  should  h^ 
organized  and  thorougfalj  instruettd  in  each  of  these  schools— -Ib^ 
nothing  contribotessb  materially  to  the  success  of  business  operations 
as  a  correct  record  of  profits  and  of  losses,  and  the  exact  statement 
of  assets  and  liabilities. 

The  balance  on  hand,  amounting  to  $  1^267.09,  with  the  amount 
to  be  raised  for  the  purposes  of  evening  schools,  will  enable  the  boari) 
of  education  to  open  two  more  schools,  should  it  be  deemed  advisable 
or  necessary  to  do  so.  It  will  be  recollected  that  applications  were 
made  in  the  early  part  of  the  season  for  schools  in  the  first  and  six- 
teenth wards,  but  for  want'of  sufficient  funds  the  applications  were 
not  definitely  acted  upon,  and  no  measures  were  taken  to  organize 
schools  in  either  of  these  wards.  At  the  commencement  of  the  next 
term  there  will  be  sufficient  means  to  enaUe  the  board  to  establish 
both  of  these,  should  they  deem  it  advisable. 

As  lecommended  in  the  last  annual  report,  the  schools  were  open** 
ed  on  the  first  of  October,  and  a  vacation  or  suspension  of  two  weeks 
was  had  during  the  holidays.  Both  of  these  measures  it  is  believed 
were  productive  of  good,  and  secured  a  better  attendance  than  there 
would  have  been  if  opened  later  in  the  season,  and  continued  as 
heretofore  through  the  holidays.  Absenteeism  and  irregular  atten- 
dance have,  however,  been  the  great,  and  about  the  only  causes  of 
complaint  Every  thing  besides  these  two  evils,  seems  to  have  gone 
on  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  teachers.  The  committee  endeavored  to 
adopt  measures  in  some  way  to  secure  regular  attendance,  but  did 
not  succeed  to  their  satisfaction  in  accomplishing  that  object.  Yet 
it  is  believed  that  some  good  was  effected.  They  employed,  soon 
after  the  schools  were  opened^  three  persons  to  act  as  messengers  to 
serve  notices  for  the  teachers  upon  the  parents  or  guardians  of  the 
pupils  who  were  irregular  in  their  attendance,  and  inquire  intOj 
and  note  the  causes  of  their  absenoft  Each  messenger  had  six  schools 
to  attend  to,  l^eing  employed  about  one  day  in  each  week  for  each, 
school.  The  excuses  given  for  non-attendance  were  as  various  as 
J     the  numbers  of  persons  inquired  for.*     In  some  few  instances  these 

'  *  SXT&ACT  raOM  HXSSBNOSR'8   REPORT. 

H.  Q'      ,  Bore  iBg—CwaH  ttttond  ui^  more. 

W.  A      ■»  Not  to  be  found. 

I  M.  M y  Sick- Will  attend. 

I  W.  H ,  Mother  kept  him  home  one  nighU 

'  do.    do..    Mother  says  she  knows  nothing  aboat  it— Supposes  he'll  ^o. 

I  U .  R.  — — y  Has  no  parents— Don't  m i nd  what's  said  to  h im  when  advised  to  ^* 

W.  T ^,Has  been  unwell,  would  go  if  able— Works  too  hard. 

I  A.  F y  Necessarily  absent  one  night,  and  rain  one  night. 

T.  W-— *,  Lady  of  the  house  says  he  works  rery  late-- Will  speak  to  hUm» 
<  W.  J ,  Removed  from  there— Lady  thinks  he'U  not  attend.  * 
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measures  were  the  means  of  securiQg  a  better  and  more  regulirt- 
tendance^  but  on  the  whole,  when  the  expense  was  taken  into  cos- 
deration,  they  were  deemed  quite  unsatisfactory,  and  after  contss- 
ing  for  some  six  or  seven  weeks,  it  was  thought  advisable  to  ab& 
don  them  altogether. 

The  evening  schools  for  females  have  been  eminently  sac(xs£ 
they  have  been  well  attended,  and  the  pupils  have  made  good  p 
gress  in  their  studies.  The  teachers  have  had  no  difficulty  in  t<- 
pline  ;  the  strictest  propriety  and  decorum  have  in  every  school,  v: 
on  all  occasions,  been  observed — no  single  instance  of  wilful  diso 
dience  or  wanton  violation  of  the  rules  and  regulations  have  occtir?:. 
and  it  has  been  scarcely  necessary  to  administer  even  a  word  d^ 
proof,  except  perhaps  to  some  of  the  small  pupils  who  were  too  pz: 
to  be  admitted  at  all.  Those  who  attended  regularly,  made  n:: 
progress  in  their  studies,  were  remarkably  attentive  to  their  les^ 
during  school  hours,  and  as  they  gave  their  teacher  little  or  no  tre- 
ble about  order,  her  whole  time  was  devoted  to  the  business  of  '\> 
Struction. 

The  apprehensions  that  existed  before  the  female  schools  v?! 
opened  as  to  the  propriety  of  their  establishment,  have  proven  to  k 
entirely  groundless.  No  complaint  of  any  kind  from  any  quarter  k 
been  made  to  your  committee ;  whilst  on  the  other  hand  all  vb 
have  visited  them— ^have  borne  willing  testimony  to  their  excell^^ 
—spoken  of  them  in  terms  of  the  highest  praise,  and  have  viewK 
them  in  no  way  second  in  importance  and  utility  to  the  schools  esta> 
lished  for  the  other  sex.  The  increase  in  the  numbers  registered  ai: 
in  attendance  has  been  about  200  ;  showing  that  a  deep  interesfi^ 
felt  in  them  by  the  community,  and  that  the  advantages  they  aff:)r^^ 
and  the  benefits  they  are  designed  to  confer,  are  fully  apprecia(fli; 
and  a  numerous  and  deserving  class  of  persons,  are  receiviog  ^ 
education,  which  it  would  have  been  impossible  for  them  to  bare 
obtained  if  these  schools  had  not  been  opened. 

*  Your  committee  would  again  take  occasion  to  notice  the  zeal  iJ^ 
fidelity  with  which  the  teachers  have  discharged  their  arduous  duti^ 
Almost  every  teacher  that  has  beea  engaged  in  the  evening  scbook 
has  also  been  engaged  in  some  of  the  public  day  schools.  Tbts 
almost  double  duty  is  thought  by  many  to  be  more  than  the  ordinal? 
run  of  teachers  could  bear;  but  little  or  no  complaint  has  been  made 
since  the  evening  schools  have  been  established,  and  the  teachers  ba^f 
generally  met  with  success,  and  been  able  to  discharge  satisfactorily 
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lx>tfa  duties.  And  it  may  be  considered  as  fortunate  for  tlie  success 
and  continuaBce  of  the  evening  schools  that  it  is  so — for  it  is  doubted 
'whether  competent  and  in  all  respects  capable  persons  could  be  found 
amoDg  those  not  actively  engaged  in  the  profession. 

The  ladies  engaged  in  the  female  schools  deserve  special  com* 
mendation  for  the  faithful,  prompt,  and  efficient  manner  in  which  they 
attended  to  their  duties  the  past  winter.  Although  mdny  of  them 
reside  at  great  distances  from  the  schools  in  which  they  were  engaged, 
end  much  of  the  time  Ihe  weather  was  inclemeni  and  the  walking 
bad,  yet  there  is  scarcely  an  instance  Icnown  where  anything  was 
allowed  to  prevent  attendance,  except  sickness. 

But  there  yet  remains  one  subject  that  has  not  been  specially  touched 
upon— one  which  your  committee  deem  of  great  importance  and  well 
worthy  particular  attention.  They  refer  to  the  formation  of  classeS) 
in  several  of  the  evening  schools,  of  adults  of  foreign  birth,  for  the 
purpose  of  learning  to  read,  write,  and  speak  our  language.  The 
recent  political  convulsions  in  Europe,  which  have  in  so  many  in- 
stances resulted  disastrously  to  the  cause  of  liberty,  have  thrown  upon 
eur  shores  vast  numbers  of  all  ranks  and  conditions.  The  refugees 
from  political  persecutions  in  their  own  native  lands,  whether  peasanft 
or  noble,  are  thrown  in  our  midst,  destitute  of  capital,  and  frequently 
without  means,  dependant  entirely  upon  their  labor  and  personal  ex* 
ertions  for  support.  And  although  many  of  them,  especially  from 
Central  Europe,  have  been  educated,  and  perhaps  good  scholars  in 
liieir  native  language,  they-  have  yet  to  be  taught  that  which  is  of 
inBnite  importance  to  them — how  to  read  and  speak  the  language  of 
the  country  cf  their  adoption,  the  nature  of  its  government,  the  spirit 
of  its  laws,  the  principles  and  tendencies  of  its  constitutions.  No 
means  is  provided  for  nor  afforded  them  to  accomplish  this  object,  so 
advantageous,  and  of  which  they  can  so  readily  avail  themselves,  as 
the  evening  schools.  Being  obliged  to  labor  for  a  subsistence  in  the 
day  time,  the  evening  school  becomes  the  temple  wherein  they  can 
be  taught  the  language  of  the  land  of  their  future  home,  the  princi- 
ples of  freedom,  and  the  elements  of  constitutional  liberty.  «Let  them 
be  taught  the  principles  upon  which  our  government  is  founded,  and 
made  to  comprehend  the  genius  of  our  institutions.  They  are  earnest 
and  anxious  in  their  desire  to  avail  themselves  of  the  advantages 
which  a  liberal  government  has  already  provided;  and  it  is  a  duty  we 
owe  to  ourselves  as  well  as  the  demands  of  the  common  interest  of 
humanity,  to  endeavor  to  enlighten  their  minds,  and  imbue  them  with 
correct  views,  feelings,  and  notions,  to  enable  them  the  more  readily 
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to  become  a  part  and  parcel  of  the  body  politic,  good  citifloi,  ni 
UDwaveriog  in  their  attachments  to  our  laws  and  ciistomi  \m 
committee  would  urge  upon  your  attention  the  ioteresla  of  this  wtm 
Otts  and  increasing  class  of  our  fellow-citisens — hopbg,  if  aeccBn. 
that  increased  facilities  may  be  afforded,  and  ample  iodneemcDts  i 
fered  them,  by  which  they  may  be  made  intelligent  and  good  ckiis 
— ^worthy  of  the  land  in  which  they  hope  to  find  a  peaceful  <:J 
happy  home,  and  worthy  and  competent  to  defend  and  protect  it 

In  conclusion,  your  committee  beg  leave  to  return  their  gmeii 
acknowledgments  for  the  encouragement,  assistance,  and  IdsdM 
they  have  uniformly  received  from  the  friends  of  education,  vUi 
they  have  endeavored  to  discharge  the  important  duties  cosmdIiis 
their  charge  by  this  board.  The  evening  school  is  happily  onei 
the  reform  movements  of  the  day  that  meets  with  the  good  vUs 
and  hearty  support  of  all  classes.  All  seem  deeply  interested  ioa 
prosperity  and  continuance.  It  is  one  of  those  measures  that  hai  v 
real  enemies,  no  formidable  opponents.  Whilst  none  doubt  its  itiihy. 
all  acknowledge  its  importance  and  value.  The  schools  have  kv 
been  in  operation  in  this  city  three  seasons,  and  the  efibct  has  bea 
crowned  with  abundant  success.  They  are  now  firmly  and  secunrr 
established,  and  form  a  highly  useful  branch  ot  our  public  sdmi 
system — one  that  justly  takes  rank  among  the  forenaost  of  the  pb- 
lanthropic  measures  of  the  day.  As  a  benevc^nt  institatioB,  it  i 
justly  the  pride  and  boast  of  our  city. 

With  the  foregoing  remarks  and  considerations,  yow  committee 
close  their  labors,  and  surrender  the  important  trusts  committed  » 
their  charge. 

EDWARD  B.  FELLOWS, 
CHARLES  J.  DODGE, 
J.  S.  REDFIELD, 
JOHN  D.  RUSS, 
E.  C,  BENEDICT, 

Committei. 

AW  r^rk,  March  15th,  1850. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  TEACHERS*  REPORTS. 


FOUETH  WARD    ETENDTO    FSMALl  SCHOOU 


In  connection  with  the  aboTe  answersy  permit  me  to  add  a  few 
haatyVemarkSy  regarding  the  progress  of  the  scholars  who  attended 
our  school.  Their  improvement  has  more  than  equalled  our  antici- 
pations. It  has  been  our  aim  to  render  our  instruction  of  that  prac- 
tical nature  so  essential  to  those  who,  from  the  force  of  circumstances 
have  become  more  expert  in  manual  than  mental  labor. 

We  registered  one  hundred  and  twenty-nine,  who  scarcely  knew 
their  letters,  and  we  are  happy  to  have  it  in  our  power  to  state,  that 
all  who  attended  regularly  could  read  tolerably  well  when  school 
closed.  The  next  distinct  class  was  composed  of  those  who  knew 
how  to  read,  but  were  totally  ignorant  of  figures.  Most  of  these 
were  adults,  and  their  improvement  was  marked ;  for  example,  in 
in  one  class  of  ninety-two  pupils,  the  teacher  informed  me  that  sh« 
had  promoted  sixty-nine  to  addition,  twenty-three  to  subtraction,  and 
five  to  multiplication  of  federal  money.  In  another  class,  we  pro- 
moted eighty-six  from  multiplication  to  division,  forty  to  the  com- 
pound rules,  fiftynine  to  fractions^  and  twenty-«even  to  interest,  &a 
The  last  were  taught  how  to  make  out  bills  and  write  sentences  cor- 
rectly: indeed,  there  were  several  who  wrote  grammatically  and  le- 
gibly. 

Our  teachers  were  most  faithful  in  the  performance  of  their  ardu- 
ous duties,  and  really  merit  my  sincere  thanks  for  their  hearty  co* 
operation  in  every  measure  which  I  thought  calculated  to  prMiotd 
the  interests  of  our  school.  They  all  reported  favorably  regarding 
the  order  and  progress  of  their  pupils,  and  w«  are  all  agreedl  that  if 
there  has  been  any  impediment,  it  has  been  owing  to  the  younger 
scholars,  whose  inattention,  either  from  fatigue  or  carelessness,  has 
wasted  time  that  would  otherwise  have  been  more  profitably  spent 
Again :  women  do  not  like  to  be  in  the  same  class  with  children  i 
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and  we  have  not  been  able,>Dwing  to  the  disparity  of  nuaibera,  to 
classify  them  -wUh  respect  to  this.  It  is  a  subject,  however,  whicli 
merits  your  serious  attention. 

Many  of  those  in  attendance  this  season  were  with  us  last  term, 
and  in  numerous  instances  we  discovered  that  they  had  occupied 
every  spare  moment  during  the  intervening  period  in  study.  Several 
married  women  and  three  teachers  profited  by  the  advantages 
afforded. 

I  cannot  close  this  communication  without  tendering  my  heartfelt 
thanks  to  the  committee,  for  the  unwearied   care  and  attention  \bej 
have  manifested  in  the  supervision  of  our  school. 
With  sincere  respect, 

JUDITH  PEIXOTTO, 
Principal  of  Female  Evening  School  No.  10. 


EIGHTH    WARD  EVENING    FEMALE    SCHOOL. 

To  the  CommiUee  on  Evening  Schools: 

Gentlemen, — In  regard  to  the  improvement  made  by  the  scholan 
umier  our  instruiiion,  I  am  happy  to  state  that  there  has  been 
evinced  an  interest  far  beyond  my  expectations.  Composed  as  they 
were,  of  Americans,  Germans  ami  Irish,  they  all  joined  in  the  one 
great  olject,  that  of  improvement.  In  the  highest  class  there  has 
been  viry  commendable  progress  made  in  arithmetic :  and  I  can 
venture  to  say,  they  can  perform  nearly  any  examples  through  inter^ 
est  to  the  rule  of  three  :  equal  attention  has  also  been  given  to  the  other 
bommon  branches  of  ati  English  education  ;  and  it  could  not  fail 
exciting  deep  and  pleasurable  emotions,  and  stimulate  to  active  ex- 
ertion, to  witness  the  anxiety  manifested  to  acquire  knowledge. 
Although  the  weather  might  be  unfavorable,  still  the  ardor  of  many 
was  undiminished  ;  nearly  as  many  would  be  present  as  upon  a 
pleasant  evening.  There  was  one  young  lady  in  the  class  preparing 
to  t^ch,  who  ciphered  thoroughly  through  the  arithmetic,  and  pro- 
ceeded in  algebra  as  far  as  simple  equations. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  number  on  register  is  not  as  large  as  was 
last  winter  ;  yet  we  think  the  attendance  has  been  more  regular, 
making  it  apparent  that  many  then  came  from  mere  curiosity  or  love 
of  novelty — and  were  willing  to  make  no  sacrifice  lor  the  attainment 
of  knowledge. 
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With  reference  to  the  lower  classes,  we  found  them  entirely  un» 
acquainted  with  figares-^indeedy  many  had  never  made  a  figure — 
and  it  is  with  pleasure  that  I  can  now  say,  they  thoroughly  under- 
stand all  the  simple  rules  of  arithmetic. 

Owing  to  various  causes,  few  comparatively  have  been  enabled  to 
attend  through  the  whole  term,  but  among  those  few  there  has  been 
a  satisfactory  progress,  and  they  have  ever  manifested  a  deep  and 
ardent  interest  in  their  studies* 

The  method  of  teaching,  as  far  as  possible,  has  been  the  same  as 
in  a  day  school  At  the  commencement  cf  the  term  the  scholars 
attended  to  writing  one  hour  on  three  evenings  in  a  week,  but  the 
few  last  weeks  they  wrote  every  evening.  In  this  branch  a  marked 
improvement  is  visible*  Many  who  had  but  very  little  idea  of 
forming  letters  have  acquired  a  free  and  easy  hand  ;  and  often  has 
an  eye  brightened,  when  on  finishing  a  copy  a  word  of  encourage- 
ment  was  spoken.  In  conclusion,  we  think  the  progress  made  by 
those  who  have  attc  nded  regularly  will  favorably  compare  with  a  day 
schcol,  for  the  same  iength  of  time. 

Yours  very  respectfully, 

MARY  FARRELL, 

JVew7.rarA:,  Feb.  IWA,  1850,  Principal. 


TENTH  WARD  EVENING  FEMALE  SCHOOL. 

To  the  Committee  on  Evening  Schools: 

GENTLtMEX, — The  benefits  resulting  from  your  noble  eflTorts  in 
establi&ihing  female  evening  schools  cannot  be  too  highly  estimated, 
and  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  present  a  few  facts  in  relation  to  the  re- 
sponsible situation  I  have  been  permitted  to  occupy. 

The  employments  of  many  of  the  pupils  under  my  charge  have 
prevented  them  irom  attending  with  tbat  regularity  which  is  neces- 
sary to  ensure  that  degree  of  improvement  obtainable  from  the  ad- 
vantages enjoyed.  Those  who  were  regular  in  their  attendance 
manifested  a  strong  desire  for  the  acquisition  of  knowledges-applied 
themselves  industrious!} — and  progressed  wilh  much  satisfaction  in 
the  several  branches  pursued  : — reading,  writing,  arithmetic,  gram- 
mar, geography  and  astronomy,  with  the  use  of  maps  and  globes. 
All  who  were  not  acquainted  with  the  letters  of  the  alphabet,  when 
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they  entered,  now  itad  tolerably  well,  and  some  have  made  artooisb- 
iBg  advancement.  *  A  large  proportion  registered  had  no  knowledge 
of  the  use  of  figures :  their  attention  to  and  ioB^rovcmeDt  in  the 
simple  rules  of  arithmelic  have  far  exceeded  my  expectatioBSi 
Those  acquainted  with  the  simple  rules  when  they  entered,  have 
gradually  progressed  through  the  compound  rules,  reduction,  frac- 
tionsy  interest,  practice,  ruie  of  three,  &c*,  with  moch  credit  to 
thesmelves.  The  improrement  of  all  in  writing  has  been  very  mti^ 
factory:  those  who  could  not  make  a  letter  in  the  beginniog,  write 
a  very  good,  legible  hand.  Many  Germans,  and  other  foreigners, 
have  embraced  the  advantages  so  liberally  offered  to  all ;  and  by  their 
earnest  attention  and  eagerness  to  learn,  rendered  the  labor  of  in" 
structiDg  them  a  pleasure.  Parents,  whose  early  education  had  been 
greatly  neglected,  attended  with  much  interest,  and  applied  them- 
selves to  their  studies  with  diligence.  Some  ot  these,  with  their 
children,  commenced  the  alphabet,  and  before  they  left  were  enaUed 
to  read  intelligibly,  and  had  a  knowledge  of  the  simple  rules  of 
arithmetic.  The  government  of  the  school  has  been  attended  with 
little  trouble,  and  the  deportment  of  the  pupils  at  all  times  has  been 
kind  and  respectful.  Many  left  regretting  that  their  opportunities 
for  instruction  were  ended,  and  resolved  to  pursue  their  studies  at 
home-;  and  some  have  become  so  interested  that  they  earnestly  desire 
to  qualify  themselves  for  teachers. 

The  rooms  and  furniture  have  not  sustained  the  least  injury  by  the 
use  we  have  been  privileged  to  make  of  them. 

Yours,  with  respect, 

PAMELA  A.  CONGER. 
March  2d,  1850. 


ELEVENTH  WABD  FEMALE   EVENING   SCHOOL. 

Gentlemen, — As  to  the  progress  and  deportment  of  the  scholars 
under  our  charge,  I  would  state  that  both  have  been  most  satisfac- 
toiy,  far  exceeding  our  most  sanguine  anticipations. 

The  constant  desire  for  improvement  manifested  by  them,  and  their 
tmtiring  attention  while  reeeiviog  instruction,  have  rendered  die  doty 
in  which  we  have  been  engaged  exceedingly  interesting. 

Reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic,  have  been  the  studies  principally 
pureued :    we   have,  however,  devoted  a  portion  of  the    time  to 
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geography.  Several  lectures  bare  been  delivered  before  tbe  school, 
the  subjects  of  which  were  geology,  physiology,  chemistry  and  hi»* 
tory.  Some  of  these  lectures  were  very  interesting  and  instructive, 
and  the  greater  part  of  the  scholars  seemed  to  comprehend  them. 

We  have  had  a  number  of  Germans  in  our  school,  who  have  made 
a  most  astonishing  progress  in  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  our  lan- 
guage— so  far  as  to  be  able  to  read  it.  In  one  of  our  classes  we 
had  a  mother  and  her  two  daughters,  who,  at  the  commencement  of 
tbe4erm,  could  not  speak  one  word  of  English.  They  can  now  read 
the  History  of  the  United  States  understandingly. 

The  greater  number  of  those  who  remained  with  us  until  the  close 
of  the  term,  were  tbe  same  whose  names  we  registered  during  the 
first  week  of  the  session  ;  and,  as  far  as  I  can  judge,  they  have  ap- 
peared to  appreciate  fully  the  advantages  which  they  have  enjoyed 
during  the  past  season  in  the  evening  school. 

Very  respectfully, 

JANE  E.  DUNCAN. 
JTew-York,  Fa.  92d,  1860. 


FIFTBBNTH  WARD  EVENING  FEMALE  SCHOOL. 

Gbntlemen,— About  one-tenth  of  the  number  received  during  the 
term  had  attended  a  portion  of  last  winter.  The  pupils,  as  a  whole, 
were  of  a  lower  order  than  those  of  the  preceding  term,  nearly  all 
ci  them  being  not  only  extremely  ignorant,  but  of  such  an  order  of 
mind  as  to  render  it  very  difficult  to  teach  them.  Quite  a  number, 
who  advanced  in  arithmetic  as  far  as  multiplication,  seemed  incapable 
of  going  farther,  and  did  not  succeed  in  learning  to  multiply  by  a 
higher  number  than  seven.  There  were,  however,  some  who  made 
rapid  progress— such  as  from  not  knowing  how  to  make  a  letter,  to 
writing  legibly  on  paper  in  a  few  weeks;  from  not  knowing  how 
to  make  a  figure,  to  becoming  acquainted  with  all  the  simple  rules; 
and  from  not  knowing  half  the  letters  of  the  alphabet^  to  reading 
well  in  "  Cobb's  Third  Reader.**  About  one-half  of  the  pupils  were 
taught,  some  in  geography,  and  one-£fth  of  them  grammar.  Besides 
this,  several  lectures  were  given  on  natural  philosophy,  with  experi- 
ments, which  the  pupils  seemed  to  understand  and  appreciate.  In- 
deed, the  majority  of  those  who  came,  and  particularly  those  who 
attended  the  full  term,  manifested   that  they  esteemed  highly  the 
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advantages  afforded  them  by  your  efibrts.  All  who  were  iMmottk 
last  eveDiDg  of  the  term  expressed  much  regret  at  leaTiog,  aii 
nearly  all  of  them  stated  that  they  ahould  avail  themselves,  vki 
pleasure,  of  like  privileges,  if  afforded  them  the  ensuing  vuia. 
The  furniture  of  the  school  was  not  in  any  way  injured,  and  ^ 
deportment  of  the  pupib  in  school  was  uniformly  respectful  m 
correct. 

I  am  inclined  to  think  that  the  teachers  who  are  occupied  iji  ar 
common  schools  during  the  day  should  not  engage  in  teachinn  e 
the  evening;  and  yet  I  do  not  believe  that  a  sufficient  namixri 
teachers  could  elsewhere  be  found,  combining  all  the  requists 
necessary  for  properly  and  successfully  conducting  the  eytm 
schools.  Any  teacher  who  performs  his  or  her  duty  faithfollj  ui 
conscientiously  in  both  schools  during  the  whole  term,  must  nece- 
sarily  experience  the  ill  effects  of  too  much  mental  taxation.  \io^ 
it  not  be  better  to  have  the  schools  opened  four  evenings  during  k 
week  instead  of  five  7  By  having  one  available  evening  (if  I  d<7 
so  call  it)  in  the  week  for  recreation  and  amusement,  the  teacba 
would  be  better  able  to  perform  the  duties  incumbent  upon  tbem. 
I  am,  with  great  reepect,  yours,  &a, 

SOPHIA  S.  CORNELL 


FOURTH  WARD  MALB   EVENING    SCHOOL. 

The  improvement  of  the  scholars  under  my  charge  has  been  lugli^ 
satisfactory.  The  measures  of  opening  the  school  on  the  fint  c: 
October,  and  giving  a  recess  of  two  weeks,  have  proved  judiciofi 
I  am  also  of  opinion  that  the  employment  of  a  person  to  call  on  tk 
parents  or  employers  of  such  as  were  irregular  in  their  atteodaoe^ 
was  attended  with  beneficial  results,  and  would  recommend  its  cob* 
tinuance. 

The  language  of  the  law,  establishing  evening  schools  "f(X  tk 
benefit  of  apprentices  and  others,  whose  ages  or  avocations  are  sod 
as  prevent  their  attending  the  day  school,"  seems  to  imply  tbat  tk 
pupil  should  have  reached  such  an  age  as  to  be  sensible  of  the  neces- 
sity of  strict  attention  to  bis  studies ;  yet  a  large  number  attends 
the  school,  who  were  quite  too  young  to  leave  the  day  school.  Al* 
though  I  am  well  convinced  that,  in  general,  there  is  very  lit^ 
improvement  on  the  part  of  any  scholar  under  twelve  years  of  a^ 
who  attends  an  evening  school,  yet  I  have  never  felt  at  libertj  ts 
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eject  any  applicant  when  I  have  been  assured  that  he  did  not  attend 
(chool  during  the  day.  My  uniform  inquiry  of  the  parents  of  these 
^oung  boys  has  been,  "  Why  does  not  your  son  go  to  a  day  school  V* 
md  while  some  have  informed  roe  that  they  were  obliged  from  neces- 
iity  to  seek  employment  for  their  children,  at  wages  ranging  from 
four  to  twelve  shillings  per  week,  I  have  ascertained  from  others  that 
their  children  had  nothing  to  do  during  the  day,  but  that  they  were 
ashamed  to  come  to  school  for  want  of  suitable  clothing.  This  latter 
class  was  small  ;  for  the  same  decent  pride  that  would  prevent  a 
child  from  attending  school  during  the  day,  would  operate  to  a  great 
extent  against  his  attending  during  the  evening.  Yet  I  am  of  opinion 
that  there  *are  many—very  many—children  in  this  city  who  are 
act^ially  too  poor  to  attend  school. 

Now,  while  the  community  is  startled  at  the  report  of  the  police 
department,  with   its  statistics  of  juvenile  depravity,  and   legislative 
aid  is  loudly  invoked  to  provide  a  remedy  for  the  evil,  is  it  not  the 
duty  of  the  friends  'of  education   to   make  an  earnest  effort  to  save 
these  children  from  destruction  ?    The  adage,  *'  An  ounce  of  preven- 
tion is  worth  more  than  a  pound  of  cure,''  applies  with  great  force 
in  this  connection.     If  children  will   attend   school   regularly,   the 
reasonable  presumption  is,  that  in  most  cases  they  will  become  good 
members  of  society.    But  while  our  system  of  free  education  is  lay- 
ing broad  and  deep  the  foundations  of  public  morality,  it  is  melan- 
choly to  reflect  that  there  are  yet  many  who  are  without  the  pale  of 
its  influence.     Cannot  some  means  be  devised  to  seek  out  such  des- 
titute children,  supply  their  wants  to  a  reasonable  extent,  and   lead 
them  by  the  hand  of  kindness  into  our  schools  t 
Yours,  respectfully, 

SAMUEL  S.  St.  JOHN, 
Principal  Evening  School,  Fourth  Ward. 
Jfeto-Tork,  Feb.  IWA,  1860. 


FIFTH  WARD  HILB   SCHOOL. 

The  pupils  were  classified  according  to  their  reading.  There  being 
at  first  four  teachers,  the  school  was  arranged  in  four  grades  or 
classes.  In  the  lowest  were  placed  those  either  unable,  or  but  just 
beginning  to  read.  Of  course,  in  this  division  were  included  all 
foreigners  not  able  to  read  our  language.  The  report  from  their 
teacher  is,  that  of  the  sixty-eight  unable  to  read,  forty-six  remained 
with  him  a  sufficient  time  to  be  able  to  read,  with  a  little  assistance^ 
the  lessons  in  the  books  provided  for  their  use.    Of  the  sixty-five  of 
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the  lowest  grade  in  readtngi  twenty-one  were  advanced  during  tk 
term  to  the  next  higher  grade.  From  the  second  to  the  third,  tLe> 
were  foity;  and  from  the  third  to  the  fourth  grade,  forty- seven  pn- 
motions  during  the  term.  Each  division^  with  the  exception  ^  tst 
highest,  spent  one  hour  and  a  half  on  each  alternate  night  in  tb 
exercise. 

From  an  inspection  of  the  writing  hooks,  it  appears  that  fiflj-cst 
of  the  seventy-seven  commencing  with  the  simple  strokes,  advancsi 
so  as  to  he  able  to  write  quite  a  respectable  hand  after  a  copy.  L 
hour  on  each  alternate  night  was  devoted,  by  each  division,  to  t^ 
exercise.  And  here  I  would  recommend,  for  the  use  of  those  lean- 
ing this  art,  the  introduction  of  Rand's,  or  some  similar  system.  I 
mention  Rand's,  for  the  reason  that,  for  several  years  I  have  used .: 
for  this  purpose  in  my  day  school,  to  a  decided  advantage  over  isy 
other  method  that,  in  a  long  experience,  I  have  ever  adopted. 

The  reports  from  my  associates,  in  connection  .with  my  own,  ^i 
reference  to  the  progress  made  in  the  arithmetic,  are  equally  flatter- 
ing. In  every  instance,  where  the  attendance  was  in  any  d^ree  re- 
gular and  continued  for  several  weeks,  marked  proficiency  was  tbc 
result.  None,  obliged  to  commence,  failing,  under  these  circumstaa- 
ces,  to  master,  at  least,  the  simple  rules  ;  while  those  partially  ac- 
quainted with  them,  reviewed  them,  and  advanced  to  the  higher 
rules ;  and  those,  whose  acquaintance  with  the  science  of  numbas 
was  at  all  respectable,  reviewed  the  whole  of  the  works  of  the  autbois 
before  them.  Of  this  latter  class»  thirty-seven  entered  on  the  sto^iT 
of  book-keeping  by  double  entr}' ;  and  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  add, 
that  more  than  twenty  left  with  a  full  set  written  up  in  their  posse- 
sion. More  time  was  devoted  to  the  arithmetic  than  to  any  otiiff 
branch — the  whole  school  spending  an  hour  with  it  on  each  eveniof. 
In  addition  to  the  above  branches,  there  were  some  fifteen  prosecuting 
the  studies  of  grammar  and  geography. 

I  esteem  it  my  duty  to  blend  with  the  information  desired,  sud 
facts,  also,  for  your  consideration,  as,  in  my  opinion,  have  been  pre- 
judicial to  the  school.  They  are  such,  however,  as  can  in  no  degree 
detract  from  the  highly  favorable  conclusion  of  the  great  importance 
of,  and  the  great  advantages  derived  to  a  large  class  of  needy  and 
worthy  men,  (young  and  old,)  and  to  the  city,  from  their  eatablisb- 
ment.  And  experience  and  reflection  suggest  to  me  no  better  method 
of  forming  a  correct  conception  of  the  actual  state  of  our  evening 
schools,  than  that  before  adopted  by  me,  of  recognizing  the  pupils  as 
belonging  to  one  of  four  distinct  divisions,  and  alluding  to  the  pro- 
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minent  featares  characterizing  each.  I  shall  pursue  this  method  in 
my  present  report,  mentioning  in  their  proper  place,  such  considera- 
tions as  I  belieye  to  have  prevented  a  more  liberal  acceptance  of 
your  extended  privileges.  In  the  fir^t  division,  I  placed  before  you 
those  whose  early  advantages  had  been  either  quite  partial,  or,  almost 
entirely  neglected.  Of  course,  it  embraces  many  of  our  oldest  mem- 
bers, quite  a  number  of  them  having  passed  the  meridian  of  life. 
Experience  in  their  business  relations  having  convinced  such  of  the 
decided  self-advantages  to  be  derived,  both  in  a  pecuniary  point  of 
view  and  in  that  of  respectability,  from  education,  and  of  the  as 
equally  decided  disadvantages  under  which  they  struggle  without  it, 
they  are  found  disposed  to  be  regular  and  punctual  in  their  attendance, 
and  eager  in  their  application.  Among  this  number,  during  the 
past  term,  we  had  many  interesting  instances  of  men,  well  advanced 
years,  striving  so  far  to  progress  in  their  acquirements  as  to  secure 
what,  it  seems,  had  been  held  out  to  them  as  the  inducement,  an  ad- 
vanced rank  in  their  employer's  service.  With  such,  it  is  a  pleasure 
to  labor.  I  regret  that  my  anticipations  with  respect  to  one  portion 
of  this  class,  (those  who  had  had  early  advantages  in  this  ward,  but 
had  neglected  them,)  were  not  more  fully  realized.  Yet  there  were 
several  in  attendance  during  the  term,  and  I  am  well  satisfied  they 
are  now  enjoying,  as  the  reward  of  their  commendable  course,  the 
pleasing  consciousness  of  feeling  more  like  men  than  they  ever  did 
before.  *    , 

Of  the  sectnid  class — ^those  children  refusing,  or,  through  the  po- 
verty of  parents,  unable  to  attend  the  day  school,  the  number  of  ad- 
missions was  quite  large — much  larger  than  last  season.  This  was 
owing  to  the  fact,  that  in  the  absence  of  instructions  with  reference 
to  the  age  at  which  they  should  be  admitted,  I  did  not  feel  at  liberty 
to  refuse  registering  any  of  whom  I  thought  it  prudent  to  be  in  the 
street  in  the  evening.  Last  season,  when  the  admission  of  such 
seemed  to  be  left,  rather  informally,  to  the  discretion  of  the  teachers, 
I  experienced  much  trouble  from  parents  in  its  exercise.  My  books 
show  this  year,  several  registered  at  as  early  an  age  as  nine  years, 
and  there  were  those  still  younger,  who  were  quite  importunate  for 
the  privilege.  In  my  former  report,  I  suggested  to  the  committee 
the  propriety  of  some  published  rule  as  to  the  age  at  which  children 
should  be  admitted.  I  would  respectfully  repeat  the  suggestion,  and 
that,  for  the  following  reasons  :— -I  believe,  (and  my  associates  are 
of  the  same  opinion,)  that  their  presence  has  tended  in  some  measure 
to  prevent  the  attendance  of  the  older  ones.  For  necessarily,  under 
existing  circumstances,  a  large  portion  of  our  older  pupils,  (those 
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mentioned  in  my  first  division  and  our  foreign  ii^embers,)  mnstbe 
classified  with  these  children,  as  they  ar^e  all  either  unable  to  read,  or, 
of  the  lowest  grade  in  reading.  Ignorance,  we  are  well  aw^re,  es- 
pecially if  in  years,  inflicts  on  its  mibjedts  many  mortifieatioia 

•  What  more  poignant  one  to  men  than  its  exposure  of  them  to  child- 
hood 1  As  this  has  verily  shortened  the  att^ance  of  many  mai, 
it  is  quite  reasonable  fo  believe  it  has  al$o  entirely  prevented  verj 
many  others  irom  participating  at  all  in  your  bountyj  and^  in  fad, 
such  is  susceptible  of  proof.  Another  reason  {or  my  urging  this  sub- 
ject on  your  attention  is,  that  there  do  not  exist  in  the  eveniog 
schools  the  same  means  of  discipline,  (moral  or  compulMry,)  dot 
teachers  have  at  their  command  in  their  day  schools*  By  compulso- 
ry means,  I  would  be  understood  to  refer  to  all  such  in  which  aaj 
species  of  force  is  resorted  to  by  the  teacher  to  compel  compliance  will 
the  rules  and  regulations  of  his  school.  It  might  be  simply  sending  tke 
child  home  to  be  treated  by  the  parents,  for  the  disobedience  or  tIo- 
lation,  as  they  should  deem  proper.  This  method,  the  only  one  let^ 
us  by  the  ^'  Rules  and  Regulations  of  the  Evening  Schools,"  and, 
perhaps,  the  mildest  instance  of  compulsory  means,  may  be  resorted 
to  with  good  effect  in  those  cases  where  the  parents  are  disposed  aod 
qualified  to  administer  a  corrective  ;  or,  where  the  attendance  on  a 
particular  jschool  is  considered  too  great  a  privilege  to  be  forfeited 
for  trivial  causes  ^  or,  where  the  child  has  been  educated^  from  its 
position,  to  a  sense  of  proper  respect  towards  its  superiors  ;  in  which 
case,  voluntary  and  wilful  disobedience  or  disrespect,  causes  a  sense 

.  of  shame  and  mortification  sufficient  for  the  punishment,  and  spe- 
cially so,  if  the  child  knows  that  its  delinquencies  are  to  be  exposed 
to  its  parents.  Whether  the  parents  of  the  younger  bojrs  attending 
the' evening  schools  are  qualified  and  disposed  to  apply  a  corrective 
when  sent  home  for  olfences,  or  whether  they  so  highly  appreciate 
the  importance  of  them  as  to  be  strenuously  careful  on  iheh  part 
that  their  children  shall  not,  by  improper  conduct,  forfeit  their  prir* 
ileges,  I  am  not  willing  to  deny  ;  but  that  this  class  of  children  are, 
from  their  position,  educated  to  a  proper  sense  of  respect  due  to  their 
superiors,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  denying,  as  their  vocations  througb 
the  day  expose  them,  (painfully  to  the  conviction  of  every  citizeD.) 
to  every  species  of  vice  that  abounds  in  a  great  city«  In  this  school 
of  vice,  they  are  thrust  beyond  moral  persuasives,  and  nothing  bat 
the  fear  of  coercive  measures,  generally  speaking,  can  restrain  th^ 
within  the  limits  of  order.  If  such  children  could  \fe  rescued  frosi 
the  street,  they  might,  if  so  placed  as  to  be  invariably  treated  by  tlie 
law  of  kindness,  be  induced  to  submit  to  mild  discipline.  But  so 
long  9s  they  are  the  daily  disciples  of  the  lowest  vices  of  our  nature, 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


No.  31.]  S8 

and  prevented  from  becoming  open  criminals  through  the^far  of  the 
prison,  it  cannot  be  expected  that  when  relieved  in  a  school  from 
the  idea  of  there  being  a  coercive  power,  they  should  quietly  submit 
to  its  rules  and  regulations.  Experience  has  proved  to  us,  that,  on 
the  contrary,  they  are  proiie  to  give  full  scope  to  their  mischievous 
propensities,  and  that  they  manifest  a  de^re  to  enjoy  unrestrained 
liberty,  much  to  the  disturbance  of  those  who  are  old  enough  to  ap- 
preciate, and  anxious  to  improve  their  opportunities.  True,  the  no- 
velty of  their  situation,  and  the  pleasing  thought  of  being  considered 
on  an  equal  footing  with  men,  tend,  at  first,  to  keep  them  under  pro* 
per  restraint  ;  but,  as  soon  as  this  novelty  has  worn  off,  and  they 
faavie  become  familiarized  with  their  condition,  and  above  all,  have 
ascertained  they  are  to  be  treated  in  all  respects  as  men,  (it  may  be 
their  fathers — for  such  instances  we  have  had  this  winter — father 
and  son  in  the  same  class,)  they  exhibit,  as  is  perfectly  natural,  their 
true  traits,  and  become,  from  their  anomalous  position,  boys  ranked 
as  men,  nay,  even  higher,  (for  they  are  above  the  law,)  hindrances  to 
good  order,  sources  of  annoyance  to  the  older  members,  and  actually 
the  cause  of  their  defection,  and  finally  of  their  entirely  abandoning 
the  school.  For  these  reasons,  also,  in  connection  with  another  al- 
luded to  in  my  report  of  last  season— the  fatigues  of  the  day-*this 
class  of  pupils  derive  less,  far  less  advantages  from  these  schools  than 
the  others  attending  them  ;  and  so  far  they  have  been  but  of  little 
importance  to  them.  I  have  stated  facts  ;  it  is  for  the  committee  to 
say  whether  they  are  worthy  of  consideration.  If  they  should  deem 
them  so,  and  I  diould  not  be  thought  too  presuming,  I  would  respect- 
fully suggest  one  of  two  remedies  for  the  evil.  Either  let  it  be  un- 
derstood at  what  age  boys  are  to  be  admitted  into  the  evening  schools, 
or,  employ  a  teacher  expressly  for  their  benefit,  and  confine  them, 
generally,  to  one  class-room. 

In  reference  to  the  third  das^—thoBe  who  have,  to  a  greater  or 
less  extent,  improved  their  early  opportunities-— I  have  only  to  re- 
peat my  former  statement.  This  class  constitates  the  body  of  the 
school.  Embracing  the  opportunities  from  a  love  of  learning  and  a 
just  sense  of  its  importance,  and  not  subject,  except  in  a  general  way, 
to  the  annoyances  of  class  two,  as  the  first  and  fourth  are,  their  at- 
tendance is  more  regular,  and  their  perseverance  of  longer  continu- 
ance. It  is  from  this  division  we  report  our  classes  in  the  advanced 
rules  of  Arithmetic,  Book-keeping,  Geography  and  Grammar*  With 
few  exceptions,  they  evince  in  their  industry  their  appreciation  of 
these  privileges,  and  in  their  conduct,  their  sense  of  what  is  becom-' 
ing  to  a  gentleman* 


Digitized  by 


Googl(? 


81  [As8*:mbly 

OuTfintrth  division  embraced  foreigners  anxious  to  acquire  a  *cnow- 
ledge  of  our  language.  I  admitted  a  large  number  of  sucb,  rnd,  so 
far  as  I  could  judge  from  appearances,  of  a  ^gbly  respeetat  e  and 
substantial  class.  Tbe  majority  of  them  ^ere  men.  I  regret  vo  say, 
their  attendance  was  of  short  duration,  and  still  more  do  I  regt  ^  the 
necessity  of  alluding  to  one  of  the  causes  of  this  fact.  One  leason 
has  been  already  mentioned*  A  different  one  was  assigned  by  me 
last  season.  I  then  concluded  they  were  under  the  impression  the; 
did  not  receive  sufficient  attention.  In  this  supposition  I  was  mis- 
taken. It .  now  appears  that  they  soon  leave  us,  first,  from  the  ao- 
noyances  of  children  within  doors,  and,  secondly,  from  the  treatment 
they  receive  after  dismission  from  some  of  our  older  members  of  that 
class,  who  are  constrained  by  their  parents  or  employers  to  attend 
school  contrary  to  their  inclination.  It  was  our  misfortune  to  be 
troubled  with  several  of  this  class.  For  reasons  known  to  themselves, 
they  made  it  a  point,  on  dismission,  when  in  the  street,  to  abuse  those 
who  had  but  recently  sought  a  home  with  us,  and,  by  their  brutal 
rudeness,  compel  them  to  forego  the  opportimities  they  so  much  de- 
sired, and  of  so  much  importance  to  them.  As  soon  as  I  ascertained 
this  to  be  the  case,  I  consulted  some  of  the  members  of  your  cooh 
mittee,  and,  with  their  advice,  notified  the  offenders  (three  that  were 
prominent)  of  my  intention  of  expulsion  on  a  future  eve^ung.  The 
hint  was  sufficient;  we  were  relieved  of  their  attendance,  and  there- 
after I  retained  the  remnant  of  this  division,  by  detaining  them  until 
the  rest  of  the  school  had  been  dismissed  and  dispersed.  A  course, 
I  believe,  that  will,  in  future,  secure  the  attendance  of  a  large  number 
of  our  foreign  population  for  the  whole  term. 

Before  closing,  I  would  add,  that  an  increased  interest  has  been 
generally  manifested  in  our  school  the  past  season,  from  a  course  of 
lectures,  with  experiments,  in  natural  philosophy  and  chemistry,  bj 
Mr.  Graff.  These  lectures  were  anticipated  with  much  pleasure  from 
week  to  week,  and  I  am  convinced,  were  the  source  of  much  profita- 
ble instruction,  as  well  as  amusement.  I  would  recommend  them  as 
a  constituent  part  of  the  course  of  instruction  in  the  evening  schools.  ; 

In  conclusion,  I  would  call  the  attentiotf  of  the  committee  to  three 
minor  facts,  that  probably*  operated  unfavorably  to  a  somewhat  larger 
attendance.  First — business  with  many  of  our  mechanics  was  brisker 
than  last  season.  Many  of  our  former  members  called  to  express 
thoir  regrets,  that,  for  this  reason,  they  should  be  unable  to  attend  as 
they  had  desired.     Secondly — the  weather  was  remarkably  unfavoia* 
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ble;  Qiid  thirdly,  our  lights  were  most  miserable,  so  that  our  room 
wore  .nythiDg,  in  general,  but  a  cheerful  and  comfortable  aspect 
Respectfully  submitted, 

J,'  .       .  •  N,  w.  starr; 

Principal  Fifth  Ward  Evening  School. 
EvwARD  B.  Fellows,  Esq.,  Chairman  Com.  on  Even'g  Free  Schools. 
F*lruary  Wh,  1850. 


^ETBNTH   WARD  MALE  BVENING  SCHOOL. 

a  mtv-York,  FA.  9tt,  1850. 

Gentlemen ^^In  handing  you  the  statistical  report,  respecting 
the  evening  school  under  my  charge,  I  do  so  with  the  decided  con- 
viction that  your  labors,  and  those  of  the  teachers,  have  been  abun- 
dantly reward^ 

As,  at  the  preceding  season,  the  whole  school  was  divided  into  four 
classes,  according  to  the  attainments  of  the  pupils.  Of  course,  in  the 
lowest  class,  the  instruction  was  almost  wholly  confined  to  spelling, 
reading,  writing  and  arithmetic.  In  this,  as  well  as  in  all  the  classes, 
those  who  attended  regularly,  and  persevered  to  the  end,  made  satisfac- 
tory, progress.  The  improvement  here  was  most  gratifying.  A  very  fair 
proportion  of  those  who  could  neither  read  nor  write,  at  the  com- 
mencement, read  now  with  ease  in  **  Cobb's  Third  Book,"  understand 
the  simple  rules  of  arithmetic,  and  wield  their  pens  with  comparative 
freedoip.  The  next  higher  class,  after  reviewing  the  first  rules  of 
Arithmetic,  passed  into  Fractions,  and,  through  them,  into  practical 
examples  involving  the  principles  thus  far  treated  of.  "  Cobb's  Fourth 
Reader,"  and  "  Olmsted's  Natural  Philosophy,"  were  alternately  used 
as  the  reading  books.  Many  of  the  regular  attendants,  I  know,  have 
contracted  a  love  for  the  subject  of  Natural  Philosophy;  and,  I  rejoice 
to  state,  can  now  read  Olmsted  with  more  facility  and  with  better 
understanding.  The  next  class,  having  also,  though  more  rapidly, 
reviewed  the  first  rules  of  Arithmetic,  became  ffimiliar  with  Fractions, 
Federal  Money,  Compound  Nambei]^,  Percentage,  and  Interest 
''  Willard's  History  of  the  United  States"  was  used,  both  as  a  reading 
book,  and  as  an  aid  to  the  teacher  in  imparting  information  on  that 
most  interesting  study — the  history  of  our  own  country.  During  the 
hours  of  reading,  large  outline  geographical  maps  vj^ere  freely  used, 
and  thus  the  study  of  Geography  was  blended,  in  a  captivating  and 
lasting  form,  with  that  of  History.    The  first,  or  most  advanced  class, 
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was  mpre  usder  jdj  immediate  care  tbao  was  either  of  the  others. 
The  branches  taught  were  Bookkeepingy  Arithmetic,  Geometry,  Men- 
suration, and  Penmanship.  The  course  pursued  in  Book-keeping, 
was  such  as  to  make  the  pupil  comprehend  fully -the  principles  of 
journalizing,  and  understand  the  most  important  technical  phrases  in 
mercantile  parlance,  before  any  blank-books  wepe  used*  AH  Tarieties 
of  accounts,  bills,  notes,  drafts,  &c.,  were  thoroughly  explained;  and 
the  better  to  succeed,  the  exorcises  were  made  to  assume  the  shape 
of  actual,  practical,  business  transactions.  Thus,  I  am  quite  satisfied, 
more  than  a  mere  theoretical  knowledge  of  Book-keepii^g  and  Accounts 
has  been  acquired.  Of  course,  the  majority  of  the  class  completelj 
mastered  "  Thompson's  Practical  Arithmetic,**  and  were  thus  pre- 
pared to  comprehend  Geometry  and  Mensuration,  to  which  a  large 
portion  of  the  time  was  given. 


All  the  classes  were  instructed  in  pramanship  ;  general  instractioB 
being  succeeded  by  copies  written  for  and  in  the^presence  of  the 
pupils,  individually.  In  all  the  exercises,  whether  of  arithmetic  or 
geography,  penmansiiip  or  bookkeeping,  our  large  and  beautiful 
black-boaids  were  freely  and  advantageously  used. 

In  addition  to  the  class  instruction,  weekly  lectures  have  been 
g\ven  to  the  whole  school,  assembled  in  the  large  rooni>  either  on 
grawnar,  reading,  astronomy,  (wherein  the  astroiKOBaical  plates,  maps, 
and  globes  were  employed  y)  on  geography,  with  the  larger  outline 
maps  ;  on  *^  The  fibrmation  and  value  of  character  ;''  or  ob  ekc- 
tricity  and  m^gnetismi  aided  by  a. variety  of  splendid  apparatus,  in- 
eluding  the  magic  lautern  and  galvanic  battery. 

In  all  respects  the  school  has  been  more  successful  the  last  thaa  du- 
ring the  preceding  season,  whether  we  compare  the  nuqierical  strength, 
general  attendance,  the  order,  or  the  mental  improvemept.  I  have 
neither  had  occasion  to  dismiss,  suspend,  nor  even  reprimaad  any 
pupil. 

The  influence  of  such  an  evening  school  for  good  is  beyond  cal- 
culation. It  cannot  be  measured  alone  by  what  is  seen  f  it  extends 
far  beyond  the  school  house,  and  will  be  diffused  through  time  to 
come.  Many  have  departed  with  more  than  mere  book  knowledge : 
they  have  acquired  new  tastes  ;  have  been  inspired  with  new  resolves 
and  laudable  ambitions  j  and  gladness  has  lit  up  their  hearts. 

The  great  obstacle  in  the  way  of  the  school^s  improvement  has 
been  the  habitual  irregularity  of  too  large  a  number  of  the  pupils. 
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It  is  much  more  satisfactory  to  both  parties,  teachers  and  scholars, 
to  instruct  the  classes,  as  such,  in  collective  bodies  ;  but  large  num- 
bers, in  classes,  who  are  not  faithful  in  attending,  are  drawbacks 
upon  the  whole  bodies,  and  finally  break  in  upon  the  usefulness  of 
general  and  systematic  instruction.  There  are  some  whose  circum- 
stances will  not  permit  them  to  attend  regularly  ;  others  are  too 
slightly  impressed  with  the  nece^ity.  Could  parents,  guardians,  and 
employers  be  made  to  feel  how  essential  is  regular  attendance  on  the 
part  of  the  pupils,  the  teacher  would  find  his  labors  materially 
lessened,  and  a  larger  amount  of  good  would  be  accomplished. 

I  cannot  close  i^ithent  acknowledging  my  obligations  to  the  gentle- 
men appointed  to  assist  me  during  the  season.  To  their  faithfulness 
and  zeal  the  complete  success  of  the  school  is,  to  a  very  large  ex- 
tent, attributable. 

Very  respectfully, 

JOHN  J.  ANDERSON, 

Principal  Seventh  Ward  Evening  School. 

Edward  B.  FrllowS,  Esq.,  chairman  of  the  committee  on  evening 
schools. 


EieHTH  WARD    XVENINO  SCHOOL* 

To  the  Committee  on  Evening  Schools : 

Gentlemen, — ^I  am  happy  to  send  you  the  following  report  of  the 
progress  of  the  scholars  who  attended  the  male  department  of  the 
evening  school  of  the  eighth  ward. 

At  the  organization,  great  numbers  applied  for  admission,  and  we 
had  prospects  of  a  large  school.  Many,  however,  never  made  their 
appearance  after  the  first  week.  They  evidently  came  out  of  curi- 
osity. A  few  came  with  the  idea  that  they  were  to  enjoy  **  the 
largest  liberty  ;^'  but,  being  undeceived,  they  suddenly  left.  The 
improvement  of  those  who  remained,  and  were  regular  and  studious, 
testifies  to  the  importance  and  utility  of  evening  schools. 

The  fourth,  or  lowest  class,  consisted  of  those  who  were  found,  at 
the  commencement  of  the  term,  entirely  unacquainted  with  the  simple 
rules  of  arithmetic,  and  who  at  the  same  time  were  imperfect  read- 
ers.   This  class  went  through  all  the  simple  rules ;  and  many,  at 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


88  [Anm 

the  end  of  the  term,  were  able  to  cipher  in  the  compound  nils. 
Many,  who  at  the  first  were  just  able  to  read  the  simplest  seatti^ 
in  Cobb's  Second  Reader,  afterwards  became  quite  fluent  wcx^ 
The  class  was  frequently  drilled  in  spelling. 

The  third  class  rapidly  passed  through  the  simple  rules,  aod  m. 
thorough  acquaintance  with  the  compound  rules  and  fractions,  t 
occasional  lecture  was  given  on  geography,  the  large  maps  iti 
placed  conspicuously  before  the  pupils.  Willard's  U.  S.  Histoyii 
used  as  a  reading  book.    This  class  was  also  exercised  in  sfdll-i 

The  second  class  went  through  the  compound  rules,  fractions,  'a- 
terest  (simple  and  compound),  proportion,  &c.  A  couple  of  bor 
erery  week  were  devoted,  to  geography  and  astronomy.  Wihrl: 
U.  S.  History  and  Ackerman's  Natural  History  were  used  aIterDa.ci; 
as  reading  books. 

The  first,  or  highest  class,  went  through  all  the  rules  of  arithmett: 
A  portion  of  every  evening  wai  devoted  to  book-keeping.  In  tb 
branch,  many  made  great  advancement.  Occasional  lectures  m 
given  to  the  class  upon  geography,  grammar,  and  astronomy,  ^- 
were  listened  to  attentively. 

All  the  classes  attended  to  writing  three  times  each  week.  Sm 
instances  of  astonishing  improvement  in  this  branch  came  to  z] 
notice.  At  the  close  of  the  term,  many,  who  had  taken  speck 
pains,  expressed  their  hearty  satisfaction  at  the  improvement  the; 
had  made  in  the  important  and  beautiful  art  of  writing. 

And  now,  gentlemen,  our  work  is  done.  We  have  endeavored  t^ 
do  justice  to  our  pupils,  and  we  trust  that  the  seed  we  have  so^ 
may  produce  an  abundant  harvest  to  those  who  committed  tbemselTes 
to  our  care  during  the  last  winter. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  ELIAS  WHITEHEAD, 
Principal  Eighth  Ward  Evening  School. 

JVw  York  City,  Feb.  IKA,  1850. 
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NtNTH  WABD    EYENINO    SCHOOL. 

Commiitee  on  Evening  Schools,  Board  of  Education : 

Oentlemen, — The  following  report,  in  relation  to  the  ninth 
^ard  evening  school,  for  the  term  which  ended  on  the  8th  instant,  is 
respectfully  submitted. 

The  course  pursued  in  arithmetic,  was  the  same  as  that  of  last 
year:  vulgar  fractions  were  taught  immediately  after  the  simple  rules, 
and  a  thorough  knowledge  of  decimals  was  required  before  promotion 
to  interest,  practice,  and  the  higher  rules. 

The  improvement  of  the  pupils  in  reading  and  writing  was  about 
in  the  same  ratio  as  their  progress  in  arithmetic. 

The  class  in  book  keeping  consisted  of  forty-three.  Most  of  these 
acquired  sufficient  knowledge  of  it  for  all  the  ordinary  transactions 
of  business.  Many,  however,  whose  occupations  rendered  them 
familiar  with  mercantile  affairs,  and  who  reckoned  upon  a  knowledge 
of  book  keeping  for  preferment,  distinguished  themselves. 

The  introduction  of  drawing  in  the  course  of  instruction  was  pro- 
ductive of  beneficial  results.  The  class  was  composed  of  seventy- 
six,  all  of  whom  commenced  with  Chapman's  Drawing  Copy  Book, 
No.  1;  and  as  their  progress  warranted  it,  they  were  taught  to  draw 
maps,  landscapes,  machinery,  &c.  The  mechanical  and  architectural 
drawings  were  not  mere  imitations  of  a  copy,  but  were  excuted  on 
geometrical  principles,  with  the  necessary  mathematical  instruments. ' 

It  may  be  here  remarked,  that  while  instruction  in  both  book- 
keeping and  drawing  was  open  to  all  whose  capacity  qualified  them 
for  it,  that  in  mechanical  and  architectural  drawing  was  confined 
mostly  to  those  employed  in  foundries,  in  building,  &c.,  while  the 
attention  of  those  occupying  clerkships  and  other  situations  in  mer- 
cantile houses,  was  directed  to  book  keeping,  as  likely  to  be  of  more 
immediate  service  to  them. 

It  had  been  originally  designed  to  give  a  course  of  instruction  in 
English  grammar  to  the  more  advanced  scholars,  but  finding  that 
this  could  not  be  done  as  thoroughly  as  had  been  intended,  without 
encroaching  materially  upon  the  time  allotted  to  the  branches  more 
immediately  necessary,  the  original  design  was  changed,  by  substi- 
tuting exercises  in  composition.    These  were  prepared  at  home,  and 
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therefore  dfd  not  interfere  with  any  of  the  regolar  exercises  of  tb: 
school;  and  as  all  their  grammatical  inaccuracies  were  corrected  is 
the  presence  of  the  pupils,  occasion  was  taken  to  explam  to  cd 
his  own  peculiar  faults,  and  to  impart  such  other  instniptkm  in  tt 
principles  of  grammar  as  might  be  suggested  fay  tlie  mistakes,  i: 
was  very  seldom  observed  that  a  pupil  fell  into  an  error  again  afkcr  is 
correction;  an*!  it  is  therefore  believed  that  the  method  adopted  vs 
not  without  effect  in  accomplishing  ib  object 

Short  familiar  lectures  upon  subjects  that  incidentaUy  preset. 
themselves,  were  frequently  given  with  much  benefit.  They  vs? 
instrumental,  in  many  instances,  in  awakening  a  desire  for  fiiri^ 
information  by  reading  and  investigation.  It  is  believed  tkat. 
some  simple  philosophical  apparatus  were  lurnished  for  next  victc. 
to  aid  in  illustration,  these  lectures  would  serve  as  an  inducemeot 
regularity  of  attendance,  as  well  as  an  ezcdleftt  mediiim  for  i 
diffusion  of  general  information. 

The  utmost  care  was  exercised  by  the  janitor  and  teachers  tor  ttr 
preservation  of  the  property  not  belonging  to  the  evening  scb) 
and  it  is  believed  that  no  injury  ^as  done. 

In  conclusion,  I  take  occasion  to  bear  testimony  to  the  anifcrc 
observance  of  discipline  by  the  pupils,  and  to  the  fidelity  of  m;  as- 
sociates in  the  discharge  of  their  respective  duties* 
Very  respectfully, 

M.  J.  O'DONNELL,  Principal 

February,  llih,  1850. 


TENTH  WABD   MALE   EVENING  SCHOOL. 

To  the  CammMee  on  Evening  Schools: 

Gentlemen, — The  undersigned  in  presenting  the  statistical  returns 
of  the  evening  school  of  the  tenth  ward,  would  respectfully  subjoin 
the  following  statements  ^— 

The  anticipations  of  success  in  this  department  of  instnictioi); 
based  on  the  experience  of  former  years,  have  not  been  disappoiiite<l 

I  The  school  has  been  increased  in  numbejrs,,  and  there  is  gooil 

'  reason  to  believe  in  usefulness. 
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The  average  attendance  has  been  184,  or  about  15  per  cent,  above 
that  of  last  year's  term* 

r        The  same  impediments  which  have  obstructed  the  Advancement  of 
,  the  pupils  in  former  years  still  exist.     Some  of  these  are  unavoidable 
^  on  the  part  of  the  pupils  themselves;  but  others,  not  of  this  descrip- 
^  tioD,  are  still  seriously  embarrassing  to  the  teacher.     Of  the  former 
class  may  be  specified  the  lassitude  and  weariness  induced  by  unre- 
mitting physical  exertion  during  the  day,  and  an  attendance  irregu- 
r  lar,  and  often  only  occasional,  necessarily  so,  from  the  pressure  of 
business;    and  of  the,  latter,  truant  and  idle  habits,  and  indispo- 
sition for  that  kind  of  mental  effort  indispensable  to   useful  acquire- 
^  ments.     Besides  these,  many 'come  for  an  evening  or  two,  and  find 
g  the  desires  for  improvement  too  few  and  feeble  to  induce   them  to 
repeat  their  visits.    Of  those  admitted   during  the  season,  45  were 
I  unacquainted  with  the  alphabet,  and  «37  more  could  spell  only  words 
of  one  syllable;  185  were  of  the  lowest  grade  in  reading,  82  could 
not  write,  315  were  unacquainted  with  the  simple  rules  of  arithmetic, 
^  407  were  familiar  with  the  simple  rules,  and  of  the  407,  121  were 
J   acquainted  with  the  higher  rules.. 

The  improvement  of  the  pupils  was  very  nearly  proportioned  to 
the  regularity  of  their  attendance.  All  of  those  unacquainted  with 
the  alphabet  (amongst  whom  was  one  man  26  y^ars  of  age,)  who 
attended  with  any  reasonable  degree  of  punctuality,^ ere  able  at  the 
end  of  the  term  to  spell  and  read  easy  lessons;  and  those  of  the  next 
higher  class  became  tolerable  fair  readers.  With  few  exceptions, 
'  those  unable  to  write,  became  capable  of  forming  and  combining 
letters  with  tolerable  neatness. 

Of  those  unaoquainted  with  the  simple  rules  of  Arithmetic,  70  were 
carried  through  Multiplication,  and  31  entered  a  higher  class. 

The  section  acquainted  with  the  Simple  Rules,  were  carried  through 
Reduction,  and  those  more  advanced  were  able  at  the  close  of  the 
term,  to  work  with  facility  in  Practice,  Interest,  Vulgar  and  Deci- 
mal Fractions,  and  the  Square  Root. 

In  the  highest  classes  the  pupils  generally  had  spent  some  years  in 
the  public  and  ward  schools,  and  attended  the  evening  schools  as  af- 
fording the  best,  and  in  most  cases  the  only  opportunity  of  reviewing 
and  extending  their  former  studies. 

The  prominent  studies  with  these  were  Arithmetic  and  Book-keep- 
ing.   Before  the  conclusion  of  the  term  the  whole  class  had  passed 
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through  Thompson's  Practical  Arithmetic,  30  in  Book-keepmg  r£- 
pleted  ene  set  of  books  in  Single,  and  one  set  in  Double  Entry,  n: 
16  completed  a  secood  set  in  Double  Entry.  Attention  was  gi^a: 
tlie  three  highest  classes  to  History,  Geography,  and  seTeral  hnrci 
of  Natural  Philosophy,  and  in  the  lower  classes  to  the  mdiments  -: 
Geography.  Spelling  and  definitions  were  taught  in  all  the  cl:§f 
by  writing  the  words  on  slates  as  dictated  by  the  teachers. 

Familiar  lectures  on  the  subjects  in  natural  philosophy  were  >• 
casionally  given,  illustrated  by  experiments  with  the  electrical  macLi^ 
the  air  pump,  and  other  apparatus. 

One  feature  of  peculiar  and  increasing  yiterest  in  the  cours: 
evening  school  instruction,  is  the  attendance  of  foreigners  rece:.; 
from  Continental  Europe.  These,  in  addition  to  the  usual  difficL.:: 
which  beset  the  natives  of  the  British  Islands  in  a  change  of  coul'^ 
find  the  additional  and  serious  obstacle  of  a  language  proverbiL; 
difficult  of  acquisition  even  to  men  of  cultivated  intellects.  Maoj:; 
this  class  arriva  on  our  shores,  with  no  more  acquaintance  vitb  tit 
English  tongue,  than  can  be  obtained  on  ship-board  in  a  few  ved'^ 
voyage  across  the  Atlantic.  It  is  needless  to  show  that  in  thisc:2- 
dition  they  are  incapable  of  holding  communication  with  the  nusses 
around  them  except  by  an  interpreter;  that  they  are  truly  comfortlc^^ 
and  in  many  cases  unable  to  obtain  a  livelihood.  The  great  pout  5* 
them  is  first  to  acquire  so  much  of  the  language  as  will  enable  thcmt 
communicate  on  common  subjects,  and  to  understand  the  ordinal  it 
tails  of  business. 

Special  reference  has  been  had  to  this  principle  during  the  tea 
just  completed.  The  pupils  in  this  division,  all  adults,  and  maoyc: 
them  men  of  families,  were  permitted  to  employ  their  whole  time  i: 
learning  to  spel],  read  and  write  English.  Particular  attention  vss 
devoted  to  giving  a  correct  pronunciation,  by  a  careful  analysis  2ii 
combination  of  difficult  sounds,  and  with  this  exercise  were  united 
lessons  in  spelling,  reading,  and  composition.  The  experiments,  re- 
quiring the  formation  of  a  class  on  a  diffisrent  principle  from  theotheis, 
was  highly  gratifying  in  its  results. 

This  division  was  composed,  principally,  of  Germans,  thoogb  (kffi 
were  also  representatives  from  Norway,  Sweden,  Holland,  France  ani 
Denmark.  Several  of  the  number  are  men  of  liberal  and  pro/ess/W 
education.  Three  of  them  are  Civil  Engineers,  two  Physicians,  ami 
two  Literary  Professors.    They  are  wi/e*— the  victims  of  political  pro- 
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scriptioD,  having  taken  an  active  part  in  the  recent  struggles  for 
liberal  principles  and  doomed  to  suffer  in  the  reaction  which  has  fol- 
lowed. In  behalf  of  such  a  class  of  pupils,  with  few  exceptions  almost 
'  entirely  ignorant  of  our  language,  our  warmest  sympathies  would 
naturally  be  enlisted.  They  continued  to  attend  regularly  to  th^  close 
of  the  term  with  marked  improvement. 

Appended  to  this  Report  are  the  statistical  returns,  marked  D,  E, 
F,  and  Q. 

With  sincere  esteem,  I  remain,  gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  BELDEN,  Jr. 
JVetr-ForA,  February  22,  1850. 


ELEVENTH  WARD  BIALE   EVENING  SCHOOL. 

It  affords  me  pleasure  to  state  that  the  general  improvement  of  the 
scholars  has  been  quite  satisfactory,  and  not  a  few  ca^ifis  of  extraordin- 
ary advancement. 

It  appears  to  me,  that  far  better  results  would  be  had  from  even- 
ing schools  if  the  younger  portion  of  our  scholars  was  excludetl,  or 
separate  departments  provided:  many  of  the  older  portion,  although 
no  more  advanced  in  their  education,  object  to  being  classed  with 
those  so  young,  consequently  leave  school. 

This  difficulty  might  be  obviated  by  admitting  none  under  16  years 
of  age. 

It  would  be  highly  beneficial  to  the  schools  generally,  if  the  test  of 
of  a  good  school  was  not  numbers. 

Many  evils  result  from  this  universal  custom  of  deciding  that  a 
school  VA  first  rate  because  it  has  a  large  attendance,  and  a  poor  one 
if  a  small  attendance. 

Respectfully,  • 

SENECA  DURAND. 
Jfew^Ycrkt  February  22,  1850. 
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TWELFTH  WARD  BYBNINO  SCHOOL,  86dl  STREET. 

Edward  B.  Fbllows,  Esq.,  Chairman  Com.  cnE,  S.i 

DsAR  Sir,— On  Friday  evening  of  last  week,  we  closed  the  fa- 
ieMion  ol  the  Yorkville  Evening  School.  This  school  was  optt 
on  the  22nd  of  October,  1849,  three  weeks  after  the  commencec.!' 
of  the  other  schools,  consequently  so  general  a  notice  of  the  opr:.; 
of  the  schools  was  not  given,  as  was  of  the  other  Free  Eve:.; 
Schools.  For  this  reason,  doubtless,  many  persons  remained  U2r> 
prised  of  the  existence  of  this  school. 

Having  no  proper  recitation  rooms,  we  were  unable  to  classify  1: 
pupils  as  we  should  have  done,  and  were  therefore  obliged  Xo  \tii 
them  in  a  measure  en  massey  with  but  little  regard  to  their  previ^j 
studies ;\yet,  from  the  regularity  in  attendance,  and  the  diligence  vi': 
at  school,  of  most  of  the  pupils,  great  advancement  was  made,  l^t 
had  one  very  interesting  class  of  German  adults,  the  most  of  wLc: 
commenced  the  English  alphabet  with  us.  I  appointed  one  of  l; 
assistants  to  th^pecial  charge  of  this  class,  and  before  the  end  of  t:^ 
term,  they  had  finished  reading  Cobb's  Second  Reader,  and  Bentlt/: 
Pictorial  Reader.  The  rapid  improvement  of  this  class  was  truly  as- 
tonishing. 

The  interest  felt  in  the  success  of  the  school  by  the  pupils  thoD- 
selves,  was  highly  gratifying.  While  the  weather  was  pleasant  asi 
the  roads  passable,  many  came  one,  two,  and  three  miles,  night  ai^er 
night,  to  the  school;  and  these  were  men,  who,  after  working  all  day 
long  at  the  forge  and  at  the  bench,  walked  this  long  distance,  to  'vt- 
crease  their  stock  of  knowledge. 

One  fact  we  noticed,  which  we  thought  very  singular — ^tbe  most 
of  our  pupils  were  mechanics ;  the  laboring  men  (of  whom  i!tif^ 
are  a  large  number  in  the  neighborhood)  studiously  avoided  the 
school  In  conversation  with  some  of  them,  we  found  that,  thougii 
they  acknowledged  their  gross  ignorance,  they  would  not  come  to 
the  school  "  for  fear  their  neighbors  would  laugh  at  them."  How 
true  is  it  that  ^  Ignorance  and  pride  go  hand  in  hand." 

Owing  to  our  distance  frqpi  the  city,  (five  and  one«half  loi)^ 
from  the  City  Hall,)  we  were  unable  to  procure  the  services  of  anj 
lecturers.    I  hope  another  season  you  will  engraft  **  free  lectures 
on  our  excellent  school  system,  by  employing  competent  men  to  lec- 
ture at  the  different  schools  weekly,  in  turn,  on  natural  and  u^<^^ 
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philosopbj,  and  the  science  of  gorernment.  These  would  give  char- 
acter to  our  schools;  and  draw  out  many  from  their  homes  who  now 
feel  but  little  interest  in  cdf-improTement. 

Allow  me  to  make  another  suggestion  to  you.    In  this  place,  we 
liave  a  large  number  of  young  females  who  are  employed  in  fac* 
tories  and  at  home  during  the  day,  who  would  gladly  avail  them* 
selves  of  an  opportunity  for  improTement  during  the  long  winter 
evenings.    The  most  of  these,  the  mothers  of  the  next  generation, 
are  unable  to  write  or  cipher,  and  know  but  very  little  of  reading. 
There  would  not  be  a  sufficient  number  to  induce  you  to  go  to  the 
expense  of  organizing  a  new  school ;  but  by  appointing  a  female 
assistant  to  this  school,  and  opening  the  room  of  the  female  depart- 
ment' for  her  and  her  pupils,  I  think  there  would  be  ah  average  of 
thirty-five  or  forty  for  the  term.    The  same  rule  could  be  enforced 
as  regards  opening  and  closing  the  female  schools  in  this  as  in  the 
other  city  schools. 

The  same  books  would  answer  for  both  departments,  and  the  only 
expense  you  would  be  at,  would  be  the  salary  of  the  teacher,  and  the 
lighting  and  warming  of  the  room. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

WM.  P.  MOSS,  Jun., 

Principal  Yorkville  Evening  School, 

Twellth  Ward. 


FOUItTEENTH  WIBD  MALB    BVENmO    SCHOOL. 

Jfew-Yorkj  Feb.  lUA,  1850. 

Gentlemen, — ^I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  accompanying  report  of 
the  evening  school  under  my  charge.  It  embraces  all  the  informa- 
tion that  is  contained  in  last  year's  report,  under  the  statements  D, 
E,  F,  and  O.  I  will  add,  that  all  the  teachers  \vere  punctual  in 
tbeir  attendance,  and  discharged  their  duties  faithfully. 

It  will  be  observed  that,  although  the  ^*  number  on  register,"  and 
the  ^*  largest  number  present  at  one  time,"  are  not  as  great,  yet 
the  average  attendance  for  the  term  exceeds  .that  of  last  year.  The 
pupils  appeared  to  be  more  anxious  for  their  improvement,  and  were 
more  uniform  in  their  attendance.  Most  excellent  order  prevailed 
during  the  whole  term. 

Many  of  the  pupils,  who  scarcely  knew  the  letters,  became  good 
readers  in  short,  easy  lessons;  and  those  of  the  "lowest  grade" 
can  now  read  any  book  fluently.    Willard's  United  States  History, 
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and  Olmsted's  Rudiments  of  Philosophy,  were  used  in  the  hi|bfl 
classeSi  and  explanations  given  as  they  progressed.  The  practkec 
WRFTiNQ  spelling  on  slates  was  pursued  with  very  beneficial  rtsiii 

The  lower  classes  were  well  drilled  in  "tables-"  Many  oiii 
pupils  passed  nearly  through  Tichnor's  Columbian  Calculator ;  li 
those  who  could  scarcely  make  figures  when  they  entered  the  scbi 
became  acquainted  with  most  of  the  simple  rules. 

The  two  higher  classes  made  use  of  Darie's  Arithmetic,  and  paas 
nearly  through  it,  dwelling  particularly  on  those  parts  which  woe:: 
be  of  the  most  practical  utility— vulgar  and  decimal  fractioas,  ■- 
terest,  &c. 

All  the  writers  made  considerable  improvement ;  and  those  li* 
could  not  form  a  letter,  can  now  write  legibly. 

.  The  class  of  book-keepers  consisted  of  twenty-eight.  The  la:|er 
portion  completed  the  course  by  double  entry,  and  with  a  little  pm- 
tical  experience  will,  no  doubt,  be  able  to  understand  that  diffioi: 
science  thoroughly. 

Short  lectures  on  grammar  and  geography,  with  the  large  maps 
were  occasionally  given. 

The  general  deportment  of  the  pupils,  and  their  evident  improte 
ment  during  the  term,  were  highly  satisfactory  to  the  teachers. 

If  the  funds  of  the  committee  would  warrant,  I  would  suggest  tk 
propriety  of  purchasing  a  philosophical  apparatus  for  the  use  of  the 
schools.  I  think  an  occasional  lecture  on  the  air  pump,  magic  lao- 
tern,  &c.,  with  practical  illustrations,  would  be  beneficial  to  tix 
pupils,  and  serve  to  keep  up  the  interest,  which  seems  to  flag  iowiris 
the  end  of  the  term. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

THEODORE  RICH, 
Principal  Fourteenth  Ward  Evening  School 
To  the  committee  on  evening  schools  of  the  board  of  education. 


FIFTEENTH  WARD     EVENING   MALE    SCHOOL, 

Gentlemen, — In  compliance  with  your  wishes,  I  herewith  trans- 
mit the  report  of  the  evening  school  of  the  fifteenth  ward,  latdj 
under  my  charge. 
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At  the  openiDg  of  the  school,  I  was  struck  with  the  many  familiar 
faces  that  applied  for  admission ;  and  I  took  the  liberty  of  making 
my  selections  of  pupils  from  those  who  had  so  far  complimented  the 
school  as  to  apply,  after  having  received  its  benefits  at  the  sessions 
held  before ;  and  nearly  all  who  were  received  on  the  first  two 
evenings  were  old  scholars,  and  they  were  subsequently  found  to  be 
more  regular  and  punctual  in  their  attendance  than  the  new  ones. 
The  school  has  been  at  times  so  full,  that  numbers  were  refused  ad- 
mission for  the  want  of  accommodation.  I  have  been  well  assisted, 
and  desire  to  bear  my  testimony  to  the  fidelity  and  assiduity  of  all 
who  were  associated  with  me.  I  am  inclined  to  the  beli^  that  the 
vacation  was  a  judicious  measure,  and  have  no  doubt  the  attendance 
was  sensibly  increased  by  it. 

I  have  faith  in  the  evening  schools,  and  bid  you,  gentlemen,  Qod 
speed  in  your  labors. 

JOHN  J.  DOANH 


neHTXBNTH  WABD   MALB    SVB^IlNtf  SCHOOL. 

Osntlbmsn: — 


By  a  comparison  of  the  register  of  this  year  witb  that  of  the  kst, 
it  is  gratifying  to  observe  that  at  least  86  per  cent  of  thoee  who 
qpfdied  for  admission,  were  scholars  who  had  attended  the  scIimI  ^ 
previous  season;  while^  at  the  close  of  the  temiy  diis- class  coaopwed 
nearly  one  half  of  the  school.  Am  might  be  readily  inferred^  theet 
were  they  who  justly  appreciated  the  inestimable  privileges  offered 
to  thteir  acceptance,  and  cheerfully  applied  their  energies  to  the  at- 
tainment of  them.  The  improvement  of  this  portion  of  the  school 
was  very  rapid,  and  satisfactory  in  the  highest  degree— Hmrpassing, 
in  some  instances,  my  most  sanguine  expectations. 

By  reference  to  the  statistios,  it  will  be  observed  that  there  were 
66  pupils,  who,  at  the  time  of  their  admission,  were  unable  to  read 
intelligibly.  This  class,  composed  principally  of  the  youngest 
members  of  the  school,  and  who,  either  from  necessity  or  neglect, 
had  not  availed  themselves  of  the  advantages  ofibred  in  the  day 
schools,  required  the  most  unthring  energy  on  the  part  of  the  teadMr 
to  ensure  their  improvement;  while  a  total  absence  of  discipline, 
either  mental  or  physical,  demanded  a  constant  exercise  of  his  tact 
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as  a  disciplioariao.  Of  this  class  there  remained,  at  the  close  of 
the  school,  not  an  indiyidual  who  could  not  read  with  comparatiTe 
ease. 

The  class  next  higher  in  grade,  containing  such  as  could  read  with 
readiness  and  freedom,  used  as  a  reading  book  **  Willard's  Histoi; 
of  the  United  States,"  by  which  they  became  convinced  of  the  fad 
that  learning  to  read  is  not  the  end  of  instruction,  but  only  the 
principal  means  by  which  we  obtain  it.  It  is  believed  that  the 
members  of  this  section,  in  addition  to  the  acquirement  of  good 
reading,  obtained  considerable  knowledge  of  the  history  of  the 
United  States.  "  Olmstead's  Rudiments  of  Natural  Philosophy"  wm 
ako  used  as  a  reading  book  by  all  who  were  able  to  comprehend  it 

In  reference  to  arithmetic,  I  would  state  that  nearly  76  per  ceot. 
of  thoie  ^o  entered  the  school  were  unable  to  perform  questions  in 
the  simple  rules;  yet  such  was  the  progress  of  those  who  contiDued 
ta  attend,  that  nearly  all  of  them  acquired  a  thorough  knowledge  of 
the  compound  rules  and  vulgar  fractions.  Another  section,  composed 
principally  of  those  who  had  attended  the  school  the  previous  winter, 
were,  at  (ke  close  of  the  term,  sufficiently  advanced  to  perform  aoj 
of  the  practical  rules  of  arithmetic,  besides  making  consideralile 
proficiency  in  the  mensuration  of  superfices  and  solids. 

.  In  compliance  with  the  desire  of  some  of  the  pupils,  a  claas  in 

book-keepbg  was  commenced;  and  such  was  their  attention  to,  and 

pfogren  in  the  study,  that  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  a  ma* 

.  joritj  of  the  class  would  find  no  difficulty  in  keeping  the  boob  of 

any  ordbary  business,  by  double  entry. 

In  addition  to  the  ordinary  studies  pursued  in  the  school,  one  honr 
in  each  week  was  devoted  to  familiar  lectures  on  Natural  Philosophji 
illustrated  by  the  air  pump,  electrical  machine,  galvanic  batteiy,  and 
magic  lantern.  The  benefits  of  these  exercises  were  enjoyed  bj  all 
the  scholars,  and  the  most  careless  observer  could  not  fail  to  notice 
the  intense  interest  displayed  on  the  part  of  the  pupils. 

In  conclusion,  I  am  happy  to  testify  to  the  general  good  condttct 
of  those  who  attended  the  school.  Although  wearied  with  physical 
exertion,  their  energies  were  cheerfully  applied  to  the  improvemeot  of 
their  minds  and  with  such  assiduity  as  to  render  a  reprimand 
wholly  unnecessary. 

R^pectfuUy  submitted, 

WILLIAM  H.  WOOD. 
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Obntlemen: — In  conoection  with  the  ahove  report,  I  would  here 
state,  that  in  consequence  of  a  want  of  the  information  as  to  the  kind 
of  report  required  at  the  closing  of  the  school,  and  the  'irregular  at- 
tendance of  the  pupils  attached  to  the  school,  I  am  unable  to  give  so 
full  a  detail  of  the  progress  made  as  I  would  wish,  and  can  only  state, 
in  regard  to  the  improTement  made  by  the  persons  who  have  attend- 
ed this  school,  that  it  has  been  as  varied  as  the  elements  which  com- 
posed it;  many,  who  scarcely  knew  their  abs^  are  now  able  to  read  in- 
telligibly; and  others,  who  had  some  knowledge  of  reading,  have  be- 
come fluent,  and  in  some  instances,  tasteful  readers.  Much  attention 
has  been  paid  to  the  definition  of  words,  as  it  was  deemed  all-impor- 
tant to  a  full  understanding  of  the  instruction  given  ftom  tioM  to 
time. 

The  instruction  given  in  Arithmetic,  was  mostly  confined  to  Black 
Bonl  Exercises,  in  which  the  whole  school  at  times  participated,  until 
a  general  acquaintance  with  the  simple  rules  was  formed,  and  then 
in  separate  classes;  and  the  impression  on  my  mind  is,  that  with  few 
exceptions,  that  of  those  who  attended  the  full  term,  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  the  simple  rules  was  acquired,  and  some  eighteen  or 
twenty  made  respectable  progress  in  the  advanced  rules. 

In  writing,  many  who  could  not  form  a  letter  are  now, able  to  write 
intelligibly,  and  some  write  a  ready  running  hand. 

In  conclusion,  I  feel  convinced  that  much  good  has  been  effected, 
although  not  to  the  extent,  perhaps,  that  was  anticipated,  which  may 
be  in  a  measure  attributed  to  the  ill-advised  selection  of  the  locatioH 
of  the  school,  the  comparatively  secluded  *^  nook"  in  which  it  is 
placed,  being  to  a  great  extent  unknown,  except  to  those  in  the  im- 
mediate neighborhood ;  whereas,  the  greater  number  of  the  atten- 
dants were  from  the  upper  part  of  the  city,  and  many,  after  coming  a 
few  times,  relinquished  their  attendance,  in  consequence  of  the  dis- 
tance being  so  great  from  their  places  of  abode,  that  they  could  not 
get  from  their  places  of  business  home,  and  have  sufficient  time  to 
attend  school.  This,  I  feel  assured,  is  the  main  reason  why  there  w 
so  great  a  disparity  in  the  average  attendance,  and  the  number  regis- 
tered. 

In  addition,  many  from  their  business  connections  were  prevented 
firom  attending,  in  consequence  of  being  detained  until  a  late  hour  in 
the  evenmg,  and  then,  when  they  did  attend,  they  were  so  overcome 
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widi  1k«  toils  of  the  day,  that  they  were  wholly  unfitted  for  mental 
c^Kortion. 

On  the  whole,  great  credit  is  due,  under  the  circumstances  of  the 
ciupe^  to  the  pupils  of  ^  The  Thomas-street  eyening  school  for  colored 
yoni^g  men/'  for  the  effort  made  by  them  to  attain  the  inestimable 
henefits  of  learning. 

AH  of  which  is  respectfidly  submitted,  by 

RAWSON  F.  WAKE, 

Principal  of  Thomas  Street  Erening  School  for  Colored  Toud{ 
l|en. 

^h»IlN*,;UnMfy  Stt,  1S60, 
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ANNUAL  REPORT. 


The  board  of  Tnistees  of  the  Public  School  Society,  in  presenting 
their  Fortj-fourth  Annual  Report,  cannot  but  consider  it  a  subject  of 
devout  thankfubess,  in  reviewing  the  events  of  the  year,  that,  amidst 
the  discouragements  arising  from  the  visitation  of  the  late  epidemic,, 
the  schools  of  the  Society  continue  in  a  flourishing  condition. 

The  whole  number  of  children  attending  the  schook  on  the  first  of 
the  present  month  (Jan.,  1850,)  was  24,624,  of  whom  962  were 
colored,  viz: 

Bojt.  Oirlf. 

16  Boys' schools,  white, 4674 

16  Girls'    do                      do  ^ 4334 

3  Boys'  and  girls'               do 424  117 

14  Primary  departments,      i% A..     2806  3406 

66  Primary  schools,             do 4467  4333 

2  Boys' schools,              colored, 368 

2  Girls'       do                       do     -...-- 1«1 

1  Primary  department,          do     - •  63  16 

4  Primary  schools,               do    296  201 

The  Society  having  relinquished  the  right  to  add  to  the  numbtr 
of  their  schools  without  the  consent  of  the  board  of  education,  and 
no  occasion  having  presented  itself  during  the  year  calling  for  an 
application  for  that  consent,  the  trustees  have  confined  their  opera* 
tions  to  such  changes  of  location,  and  such  improvements  in  the  ex* 
isting  schook,  as  were  deemed  absolutely  necessary. 

Of  these  operations,  the  rebuilding  of  school  house  No.  16,  (de- 
stroyed last  year  by  fire,)  and  the  removal  of  primary  schools  Nos. 
27  and  28,  require  some  recital  of  particulars,  necessary  perhaps,  as 
a  matter  of  record. 
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The  society  purchased,  many  years  since,  for  school  parpds,  i 
piece  of  real  estate  in  Oak-street.  The  lot  was  partially  occqi^ 
by  some  poor  buildings,  rented  at  a  low  rate,  and  a  two  stoiy  sds. 
bouse  was  erected  on  the  unoccupied  portion;  accommodating  :t. 
primaiy  schoob,  one  for  girls,  and  the  other  for  boys;  and  impE^ 
as  Nos.  27  and  28. 

Soon  after  the  passage  of  the  new  school  law,  a  ward  prkr 
school  was  established  within  two  doors  of  these  primaries.  Ti 
two  institutions,  from  their  proximity,  unavoidably  interfered  n 
each  other.  Any  effort  of  the  society  to  keep  up  the  number  d% 
pupils  in  their  schools  seemed  like  an  opposition  to  the  ward  e- 
thorities.  The  trustees,  as  well  as  the  teachers  of  the  schools,  vr 
unwilling  to  appear  engaged  in  a  work  of  this  character.  It  sees 
better  for  peace  sake  to  allow  the  numbers  to  diminish.  The  ndr.- 
borhood  did  not  call  for  two  such  seminaries  immediately  is  i 
Ticinity  of  each  other;  under  these  circumstances  it  was  deemali- 
sirable  as  a  matter  of  public  economy  and  for  the  public  interest,  t 
dispose  of  the  property  and  change  the  location  of  the  scbodi 
Several  offers  were  made  for  it,  and  it  was  finally  disposed  of  to  tk 
oky  corporation  for  the  sum  of  $8,000. 

A  sale,  however,  of  this  estate,  as  in  every  case,  could  nottt 
effected,  under  the  charter,  without  the  concurrent  vote  of  a  najorir 
of  all  the  Trustees,  and  such  a  vote  could  not  be  obtained  witltx 
an  express  understanding,  that  a  certain  portion  of  the  proceeds  3: 
the  property  should  be  appropriated  to  the  erection  of  another  pi 
iMry  stfaool  building  in  the  place  of  that  sold.  Accordii^Iy,  issst 
iSately  after  the  passage  of  the  resolution  to  sell,  another  resolutici 
Wis  agreed  to  appropriating  $5^500  of  those  proceeds  to  the  erectly 
and  fitting  up  of  the  proposed  school  house  elsewhere,  leaving  tir 
Mmainder  of  the  $8,000  to  be  applied  to  the  rcfiimtshiiig  or  reituis 
cf  aAooL  Noi  16  or  for  other  purposes. 

This  arrangement  having  been  made,  a  primary  school  house  ^ 
faeetttd  i|i  I7thi  st,  under  the  following  circumstances. 

The  society  had  been  the  owners,  for  ten  or  twelve  years,  of  a  i^ 
of  ground  in  Sevealeeiith  st,  between  Seventh  and  Eighth  arenod 
bought  tot  a  pvimnry  school  location*  The  trustees  subseqixo^ 
m»img  with  ik  lot  having  a  building  upon  it  in  Eighteeath  st,  f^ 
the  same  vicinity,  which  answered  their  purpose  better,  the  kt  i^ 
Seventeenth  st.  remabed  unoccupied  until  within  a  year  or  tf^ 
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^9vhen  the  owner  of  an  adjoining  lot  being  very  desirous  to  possess 
it^  after  repeated  applications,  offered  the  society,  in  exchange, 
another  lot  in  the  same  street  but  between  the  Sixth  and  Seventh 
«iTenues,  paying  also  in  addition  $300  in  money.  The  offer  appear- 
ed eligible  and  was  accordingly  accepted.  This  property,  therefore, 
^^^as  in  fact  in  possession  of  the  society  at  the  time  of  the  sale  of  the 
Oak  8t  property;  although  the  two  transactions  were  entirely  uncon- 
xiected  and  irrespective  of  each  other. 

The  Oak  st.  property  having  been  sold  and  the  avails  set  qmrt  as 
stated,  for  the  erection  of  a  sdiool  house  &c.,  it  remained  only  to 
determine  where  the  building  should  be  erected.    To  build  in  the 
neighborhood  of  the  ward  school  in  Oak  st.  would  have  been  inex- 
pedient for  the  reasons  before  stated.     To  build  any  where  in  the 
"vicinity  of  that  ward,  or  any  where   in  the  lower  part  of  the  city 
ifvould  have  also  been,  in  the  view  of  the  trustees,  an  injudicious 
course,  requiring  an  outlay,  for  the  lot  alone,  perhaps  of  6  or  6,000 
dollars.     On  the  other  hand,  the  lot  in  Seventeenth  st.  already  be- 
longing to  the  society,  was  lying  unimproved,  there  was  no  ward 
school  in  its  neighborhood,  nor  was  there  any  in  contemplation  to  be 
interfered  with.    On  the  score,  therefore,  of  good  feeling,  economy, 
and  regard  for  the  public  welfare,  the  improvement  of  this  site,  ap- 
peared in  every  respect,  most  judicious. 

The  cost  of  the  primaiy  school  house  in  17th  st,  widi  the  fitting 
up,  was  somewbut  less  than  the  amount  set  apart  from  the  Oak  st. 
property,  so  that  more  than  $2,600  went  to  the  rebuilding  and  re- 
furnishing of  school  house  No.  15,  which  together  with  the  amount  re- 
ceived from  the  Fire  Insurance  company,  was  nearly  sufficient  to  meet 
that  expenditure.  The  society  have  thus  been  enabled,  out  of  their 
own  means,  to  build  and  furnish  a  primary  school  of  two  departments 
(boys'  and  girlsO  and  a  school  house  of  three  departments  without 
recourse  to  the  public  treasury  except  for  a  deficit  of  a  few  hundred 
dollars  which  more  properly  belonged  to  the  refurnishing  of  school 
house  No.  16.  Both  of  these  buildings  are  upon  the  most  improved 
plans,  and  such,  it  is  believed  as  will  reflect  credit  to  the  society. 

Had  there  been  no  insurance  upon  the  school  house  in  Twenty- 
seveoth-st ,  the  society  would  have  been  expressly  authorised  by  the 
act  of  March,  1848,  to  rebuild  that  house  and  refurnish  it  at  the  pub- 
lic expense,  placing  the  fee  of  the  property,  to  the  amount  so  ex- 
pended, iu  the  mayor,  aldermen  and  commonalty.  Happily  the  sums 
received  from  the  fire  insurance  company,  and  the  real  estate  sold, 
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made  this  proceeding  onneceasary.  The  same  act  aDows  the  soar 
as  your  trustees  have  always  understood  it,  to  retain  and  snstiii  i 
full  number  of  their  schools  existing  at  the  date  of  the  act ;  vl^ 
liberty,  they  conceive,  includes  that  of  changing  the  location  of  :^ 
^  schools,  as  well  as  of  erecting  new  buildings  ^en  they  dcesi 
necessary. 

In  accordance  with  this  yiew,  the  removal  of  primaries  Nos.  f 
and  28  from  Oak*st  to  Seventeenth-st.  was  conducted  without  i 
smallest  hesitation  on  the  part  of  your  trustees,  as  to  its  prDprxti 
Actuated  by  similar  views,  primary  No.  66,  suspended  last  saome 
is  now  waiting  for  a  more  advantageous  location. 

In  the  last  annual  report,  it  was  stated  that  an  applicatioo  hi 
been  made  to  the  board  of  education  for  a  grant  of  $10,000  to  dk 
the  deficiency  in  the  means  of  the  society  for  1848,  and  thai  i; 
finance  committee  of  that  board  had  reported  in  favor  of  a  gmt  3 
$8,000,  which,  the  board  however,  refused  to  accede  to.  This  tctix 
of  the  board  of  education  was  reconsidered  at  a  subsequent  meetia; 
in  January  following,  and  the  (8,000  in  question,  was  allowed  ik 
paid  over  to  the  treasurer  of  the  public  school  society  in  time  to  b 
acknowledged  in  a  note  appended  to  the  printed  report. 

In  May  last,  at  the  instance  of  a  committee  of  the  board  of  edu- 
cation, an  estimate  was  ftimished  of  the  probable  receipts  and  a- 
penditurrs  of  the  public  school  society  for  the  year  1849 ;  showiie 
an  estimated  deficiency  of  about  $26,000.  Of  this  amount,  bid 
a  large  proportion  had  been  already  borrowed  or  advanced  bj  tk 
late  treasurer,  Mr.  A.  P.  Halsey,  to  whom  the  society  is  under  aiof 
obligations  for  the  accommodation  at  different  times  afforded  it  by  hi& 

The  difficulties  attending  this  state  of  things,  rendered  it  necesan, 
in  the  month  of  September  last,  to  make  another  applicatioo  to  it 
board  of  education  to  meet  the  deficiency  of  the  current  year,  e^ 
mated,  on  a  close  calculation,  at  t26,l03»48.  See  appendix.  Tl^ 
finance  committee  of  that  board,  on  the  usual  reference  of  this  appS- 
cation,  taking  into  view  the  probable  receipts  by  the  public  schod 
society  in  February  next,  reported  in  favor  of  a  grant  of  $22,93ifiS' 
This  report  after  some  delay  and  discussion  was  finally  adopted  ^ 
the  board,  and  that  amount  was  paid  over  to  our  treasurer  in  Decea- 
her  last. 

Early  in  the  summer,  a  gratuitous  course  of  lectures  on  reidiif) 
punctuation  and  elocution,  was  delivered  by  Prof.  MandeTilk/f' 
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itnilton  College,  to  the  teachers  and  aasistants  of  the  several 
lools  of  the  society  and  some  of  those^of  the  ward  schools. 

The  lectures  were  highly  interesting,  and  afforded  considerable 
struction,  as  well  as  gratification,  to  the  hearers ;  although,  un- 
ippily,  the  alarm  incident  to  the  pestilence  then  prevailing,  inter- 
red materially  with  their  regular  attendance. 

The  board  record  with  satisfaction,  their  thanks  to  the  Professor 
^r  bis  services,  and  have  reason  to  think  highly  of  his  '*  Elements 
r  Reading  and  Oratory." 

Tbe  formation  of  a  latin  class  in  the  male  Normal  School  was 
loticed  in  the  last  annual  report.  There  are  now  two  classes  for 
nstniction  in  that  language  in  the  department,  each  attending  two 
ivenings  in  the  week  from  4}  to  6},  P.  M.  Taking  into  view  the 
ihort  time  the  pupils  have  been  able  to  devote  to  this  study,  their 
progress  has  been  very  encouraging,  and  is  highly  creditable  to  the 
(node  of  instruction  adopted  by  their  teacher.  The  same  classes  at- 
tend alternately  to  the  study  of  grammar,  Mathematics,  Astronomy, 
8tc.,  as  heretofore,  and  many  of  them  exhibit  proofs  of  being  wdl 
grounded  in  the  elements  of  the  sciences  they  are  pursuing. 

Early  in  the  year  a  committee  was  appointed  to  confer  with  the 
association  for  the  education  of  colored  children,  on  the  expediency 
of  transferring  some  or  all  of  our  schools,  for  that  class,  to  the  charge 
of  that  society.  The  measure,  however,  on  consultation,  appearing 
somewhat  premature,  the  subject  was  dropped  for  tbe  present  The 
time,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  is  not  far  distant  when  this  portion  of  our 
population  will  be  able  to  attend  to  their  own  educational  wants ; 
and,  perhaps,  the  sooner  the  burthen  or  duty  is  laid  upon  them,  tbe 
sooner  they  will  be  able  to  meet  its  requiremoits. 

Experience  having  shown  that  the  male  children  of  the  sixth  class, 
in  our  primary  schools,  upon  being  transfened  to  the  upper  schools, 
do  not  advance  in  improvement  as  rapidly  as  is  desirable,  a  class  has 
be^n  formed  in  two  of  the  male  public  schook,  under  a  female  teacher 
of  suflkient  ability  and  experience,  to  prepare  such  children  for  an 
entrance  into  the  Eighth  and  Ninth  classes.  Should  the  experiment 
prove  successful,  it  will  probably  be  extended  to  other  schools. 

Tbe  three  departments  of  No.  16  were  removed  from  their  tempo- 
rary quarters  to  the  new  building,  already  noticed,  in  Twenty-seventb 
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street,  in  the  month  of  June  last.  The  operations  of  the  school 
commenced  with  the  most  encouraging  aspect,  and  the  spacioDS  and 
well  ventilated  rooms  were  soon  filled  to  overflowing.  Since  the 
erection  of  the  new  District  school  in  the  Eighteenth  ward,  some  of 
the  children  have  left  to  join  that  Institution,  but  there  is  abundant 
reason  to  believe  that  the  seats  recently  vacated  will  speedily  be  re- 
filled. 

On  the  opening  of  the  Free  Academy,  several  of  our  schools  fiiiD- 
'ished  a  quota  of  pupils  as  candidates  tor  admission.  Of  these,  iftf- 
two  passed  examination  and  were  received  into  that  institutioB. 
The  number,  it  may  be  presumed,  would  have  been  greater,  if  the 
attention  of  parents  and  children  had  been  earlier  directed  to  the 
subject.  At  present,  few  parents  of  children  attending  our  schoob, 
desire  more  advantages  of  education  than  those  schools  afford,  and 
many,  it  is  to  be  regretted,  withdraw  their  children,  even  firom  these, 
at  an  early  age,  when  a  pecuniary  advantage  can  be  gained  by  their 
employment  elsewhere. 

The  buildings  of  the  society  appropriated  last  winter  to  the  even- 
ings schools  of  the  board  of  education  continue  to  be  occupied  the 
present  season  for  the  same  useful  purpose. 

The  visitation  of  the  late  pestilence  in  our  city,  occasioned  consi- 
derable interruption  to  the  studies  of  the  schools.  Many  families 
removed  from  the  city.  The  fears  of  many  parents  prevented  tk 
attendance  of  their  children  at  school.  In  some  of  the  wards,  chil* 
dren  wers  taken  with  symptoms  of  the  complaint,  while  at  their 
studies,  and  some  became  victims  to  the  disease.  Taking  into  view, 
however,  the  large  number  attending  all  the  schools,  that  of  death 
was  very  small.  Several  of  the  teachers  were  temporarily  aflected, 
but  the  lives  of  all  were  mercifully  spared.  The  same  may  be  said 
of  the  trustees,  of  whom  we  have,  this  year,  no  loss  by  death  to  li- 
ment. 

Two  of  the  buildings  of  the  society  were  converted  by  the  sanitaiy 
committee  of  the  board  of  health  into  hospitals.  Your  tmsteci 
remonstrated  against  the  measure,  but  without  effect,  excepting  tbat 
they  were  assured  that  whatever  damage  was  sustained  by  the  socie- 
ty, should  be  amply  remunerated. 

The  buildings  have  been  restored,  cleaned,  and  perhaps  placed 
nearly  in  as  good  order  as  when  taken  ;  but  the  claim  for  damages, 
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sostained  by  the  closing  of  the  schools  for  a  time,  has  not  been 
treated  with  the  liberality  expected.  The  claimi  though  presented 
some  time  since,  still  remains  unsatisfied. 

The  trustees  congratulate  the  society,  and  their  fellow  citizens, 
upon  the  increased  attention  bestowed,  by  the  public  generally,  upon 
the  subject  of  education. 

They  rejoice  also  at  the  spirit  of  liberality  displayed  under  the 
new  law  in  the  erection  and  furnishing  of  school  houses.  The  pub- 
lic school  society  would  long  since  have  multiplied  these  institutions, 
if  it  had  been  in  their  power  to  ^o  so ;  they  were  withheld  only  by 
the  want  of  pecuniary  means.  The  rapid  increase  of  the  population 
of  our  city  leaves  no  doubt,  that  every  year  must  render  an  addition 
to  the  number  of  edifices  erected  for  common  schools  most  necessary. 

It  is  important  that  the  expenditure  for  this  purpose  should  be  so 
directed  as  to  do  the  greatest  good,  with  as  little  capital  as  po«i- 
ble.  If  school  houses  should  be  erected  in  the  immediate  vicinity 
of  those  already  built,  drawing  pupils  from  the  old  into  the  new, 
rather  than,  by  seeking  new  neighborhoods,  supplying  the  wants  of 
those  who  have  no  convenient  school  accommodation,  there  must  be 
an  unwise  expenditure  of  the  public  monies. 

Sites  for  new  school  houses,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  will  always  be 
,    selected  where  they  are,  or  where  they  evidently  will  be  wanted, 
from  the  absence  of  any  provision  of  the  kind. 

The  existing  competition,  (if  it  may  be  called  such,)  between  the 
ward  schools,  and  those  of  the  socie^,  may  be  made  to  be,  and  is 
believed  by  your  trustees  already  to  have  been  advantageous  to  the 
public. .  The  consolidation  of  all  common  schools  under  one  system, 
advocated  perhaps  unthinkingly  by  some,  should  be  well  examined, 
especially  by  tax  payers,  before  it  is  adopted.  But  the  competition 
alluded  to,  shduld  be,  and  it  is  hoped,  will  be  carried  on  in  a  spirit 
of  generous  emulation,  the  advocates  of  each  system  endeavoring  to 
prove  which  can  benefit  their  fellow  citizens  most,  with  the  same 
given  amount  of  means. 

Your  trustees  are  not  aware  that  they  have  incurred  any  expense 
not  necessary  to  the  improvement  and  support  of  the  schools  under 
their  charge.  The  science  of  education,  like  other  sciences  is  pro- 
gressive. Advances  and  improvements  are  yearly  being  made  both 
in  subjects  and  modes  of  instruction. 
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A  standard  esteemed  sufficiently  high  some  years  since,  would  not 
now  be  so  considered.  The  trustees  are  on  the  side  of  progress  ;  in 
all  the  new  expenditures  of  the  society,  they  have  yielded  wiUingly, 
but  prudently,  cautiously,  and  gradually  to  what  they  believed  to  be 
calls  of  public  sentiment.  It  is  to  be  borne  in  mind,  however,  that 
while  the  progress  alluded  to,  yearly  involves  some  additional  ex- 
penses, the  accustomed  resources  of  the  society,  by  the  multiplication 
of  common  schools  throughout  the  city,  are  yearly  diminished.  A 
certain  amount  of  monies  called  the  School  Fund  is  apportioned 
among  the  public  and  corporate  schools  of  the  city  and  coanty. 
This  fund  does  not  materially  vary  from  year  to  year  ;  it  follows, 
therefore,  that  the  greater  the  aggregate  number  of  children  taught 
in  these  schools,  the  smaller  will  be  the  amount  received  for  each 
scholar.  Hence  the  public  school  society  receives  at  present  bat 
about  two-thirds  the  amount,  per  head,  for  each  of  their  pupils,  that 
they  once  received. 

This  will  account  for  the  deficienpy  in  the  yearly  receipts  and  ex- 
penditures ;  to  meet  which  it  has  become  necessary,  as  stated  in  this 
and  in  the  last  report,  to  apply  to  the  board  of  education. 

Formerly  the  income  of  the  public  school  society  exceeded  its  cu^ 
rent  expenses,  and  enabled  it  to  erect  new  buildings  when  needed 
But  now  the  annual  appropriation  is  insufficient  for  that  purpose,  in- 
cluding, as  it  does,  a  large  amount  of  interest  on  monies  borrowed 
in  past  years  and  expended  in  the  extension  of  common  schools,  is 
also  for  large  repairs  on  school  buildings,  (many  of  which  are  be- 
coming old,)  as  well  as  for  rents. 

Such  a  state  of  things  is  far  from  being  a  subject  of  regret,  as  the 
deficiency  spoken  of,  affords  a  proof  of  the  increased  number  of  chil- 
dren taught  in  all  our  common  schools. 

The  society  heretofore,  have  seen  reason  to  desire  some  legisla- 
tive provision  by  which  every  child  might  be  obliged  to  attend  a 
school,  either  common  or  private  ;  they  have  now  room  to  hope, 
from  the  multiplication  of  schools,  and  the  efforts  made  to  fill  them, 
that  few  children  will  remain  long  in  the  city,  without  benefiting  bj 
the  advantages  thus  afforded  them. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT. 


To  tke  HON.  CHRISTOPHER  MORGAN, 

Superintendent  of  Common  Schooh. 

The  schools  id  the  eitj  and  coonij  of  New-Tork,  which  jilArtid- 
pate  in  the  distribotion  of  the  avails  of  the  School  Fand  of  the 
State,  are  two  hundred  in  number  ;  nearly  all  of  which,  have  be^n 
taught  by  qualified  teachers  the  whole  year,  with  the  excej^tion  6f 
four  weeks'  yaoation  in  the  month  of  August. 

The  general  free  school  law,  ^ich  has  caused  mnch  dllcttisiiiii 
throughout  the  State,  has  not  disturbed  the  working  of  our  loM  Mk 
tern.  Free  public  schools  have  been  fully  tested  in  this  city,  Ufd 
their  adaptation  and  capabilities  are  pretty  well  understood.  The 
small  fraction  of  the  people  who  prefer  parochial  free  schools,  do 
not,  in  all  probability^  amount  to  more  than  from  three  to  fire  per 
•oeatum  of  our  voters  and  tax  payers.  Thqr  have,  however,  exercis* 
ed  an  influence  in  the  community  ;  and  there  has  been  an  increafe 
of  church  schools,  into  which  have  been  gathered  two  or  three  thoth 
4mnd  children  more  than  were  in  such  sdiools  eighteen  months  ago. 
Most  of  these  schools  are  greatly  inferior,  from  the  manner  of  their 
oigaaisation,  to  the  common  schools.  This  particular  preference  df 
a  portion  of  our  people  in  favor  of  church  schools  is,  however,  aft 
exercise  of  private  judgment  and  individual  right,  which  our  free 
goremment  guarantees  to  all  its  citiaens.  While  I  would  diisoadis 
thes^  people  from  such  a  decision  and  preference,  I  must  reispedt 
their  consciences.  A  government  which  should  interdict  or  contra- 
vene the  right  of  parents  in  the  choice  of  teachers  for  their  childrett, 
is  essentially  arbitrary^  and  UBCoAgeliial  with  ttie  feelings  of  the 
American  people. 

The  right  of  individuals  or  of  churches  to  establidi  and  maintafal 
schods  at  their  own  charge,  for  the  education  of  their  own  cMldreni 
[Assembly,  No.  31.]  8 
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k  and  ought  to  be  fredy  ccmceded  and  protected.  Thoosands  of  our 
citizens  enjoy  this  priyilege,  and  submit  with  all  cheerfolnesB  to  be 
taxed  for  the  benefit  of  the  public  schools,  and  re-tax  themselTes  kt 
the  education  of  their  own  children.  It  is  trae,  that  the  withdrawal 
or  the  withholding  of  the  children  of  respectable  people  from  the 
pablic  institution  may  act  unfavorably,  and  the  school  thereby  be 
decreased  in  numbers  and  lowered  in  character ;  until,  perhaps,  in 
some  instances,  for  the  want  of  a  sufficiently  numerous  attendance  oi 
pupils,  the  school  may  be  closed  as  unnecessary.  All  this  may  hap- 
pen to  some  schools  which  are  unfaYorably  located  among  a  pcof^ 
susceptible  of  being  wrought  uppn  fay  such  influences  as  may  be  made 
to  appeal  to  their  principles  or  to  their  prejudices. 

The  elective  affinities  which  draw  people  of  the  same  coimtiy,  or 
of  the  same  creed  together,  in  associated  action,  for  their  personal 
edification,  or  for  the  instruction  of  their  children,  have  nothing  ia 
them  that  should  excite  opposition  or  disrespect.  The  true  way  to 
deal  with  the  preferences  or  the  prejudices  of  a  people,  is  to  let 
them  alone.  Tolerance  allows  them  to  die  in  peace-*oi^>ositioD  it 
their  apology.  If  we  would  not  erect  for  them  a  memorial,  we  must 
leave  them  without  the  semblance  of  an  excuse.  A  liberal  policy 
cannot  hil  to  disarm  any  opposition  that  may  remain  in  the  conuH- 
liity  against  the  establishment  and  support  of  free  common  schools. 

The  common  schools,  under  the  board  of  education,  are  gradoaDy 
increasing  in  numb^  and  facilities  for  instruction;  enlarging  their 
bounft  and  liberalizing  their  policy,  until  they  now  include  in  their 
several  schools  more  than  four-fifths  of  all  the  children  who  nttend 
school  in  the  city  of  New-York.  The  predominant  interest  of  the 
community  is  therefore  with  the  common  schools;  and  it  has  become 
the  prevailing  sentiment  of  the  people,  that  intelligence  is  the  life 
of  liberty^— -that  useful  knowledge  is  a  rightful  inheritance  of  all  the 
people — and  that  the  means  of  acquirbg  this  necessary  intelligenoe 
should  be  made  accessible  to  all  the  rising  generation.  It  is  tnie, 
that  no  system  which  human  wisdom  has  yet  been  able  to  devise,  has 
received  uniyersal  assent.  There  are  some,  on  the  extremes  of  so- 
ciety, who,  from  their  own  appreciation  of  themselves,  or  firom  the 
awards  of  popular  sentiment,  are  either  too  high  or  too  low  to  be 
identified  with  the  great  body  of  the  people,  from  whom  are  made 
up  the  common  schools.  But  in  accommodation  to  such,  though 
they  may  exclude  themselves,  or  be  excluded  through  the  force  of 
popular  prejudice,  there  are  means  of  instruction  at  hand  in  the  city. 
Excellent  select  schools  and  seminaries,  in  which  high  tuition  fees 
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tre  charged,  are  ready  to  receive  the  one;  and  refuges,  asylums  and 
free  schools,  scarcely  inferior,  are  opened  for  the  other.  The  alien 
outcast*— -the  poor  of  every  land,  without  distinction  of  nation  or 
color,  who  can  prefer  any  claim  to  our  common  humanity,  are  invit* 
ed  to  our  schools,  and  privileged  to  enter  the  lists  with  the  fortunate 
and  native  born  for  the  wealth  and  honors  of  the  country. 

The  following  summary  exhibits  the  whole  number  taught,  and  the 
average  attendance  in  the  schools  of  this  city  for  the  last  year: 

Whole  Biiiiib«r     Averaf* 
taught.        attfmdtiat 

In  114  schools  of  the  Public  School  Society 

including  the  Alms  House  school  on  Rand- 

dalPs  Island,  with  1,103  admissions,  666 

average  attendance,  and  8  colored  schools, 

with  2,020  whole  number,  and  616  average 

attendance, 53,782  l8,30O 

68  ward  schools, - 49,432  17,09a 

18  asylums  and  o\her  corporate  schools, 3,584  2,020 

Total  in  all  the  common  schools, 106,798  37^10 

The  law  requires  that  this  average  should  be  ascertained  by  divid* 
ing  the  whole  number  of  sessions  or  school  times  by  480.  The 
schools  are  usually  taught  but  48  weeks  of  ten  sessions  or  school 
times.  A  deduction  of  four  or  five  days,  making  eight  or  ten  school 
sessions,  is  therefore  made  from  the  240  school  days,  by  reason  of 
the  holidays  allowed,  such  as  1st  of  January,  1st  of  May,  4th  of 
July,  Thanksgiving  and  Christmas  days;  so  that,  notwithstanding 
the  large  proportion  of  the  year  that  our  schools  are  taught,  it  wffl 
be  perceived  that  the  divisor  of  480  is  too  large  for  all  the  achoob^ 
except  the  asylums. 

In  the  200  schools,  in  which  have  been  taught  106,798  individuals^ 
with  a  legal  average  attendance  of  37,410,  are  not  included  the 
7,638,  with  an  average  attendance  of  2,490  in  the  18  evening 
schools;  nor  the  225,  with  an  average  of  150  in  the  three  city  N<»^ 
mal  schools;  nor  the  300,  or  thereabouts,  who  have  been  taught  in 
the  free  academy. 

It  was  shown  in  a  former  paragraph,  that  the  total  number  reported' 
in  the  returns  of  the  teachers,  was  liable  to  be  as  much  as  eight  or 
ten  per  cent,  too  large,  owing  to  the  same  scholars  being  admitted 
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to  oioit  than  one  ackool  dnriag  the  year;  and  that  the  Icgiiiii 
wai  too  aaiall,  owing  to  the  legal  diyiaor,  480,  bebg  grcntcr  tkn 
actual  nomberof  achool  seaiions  of  aeYeral  of  the  schooln.  For  iHb 
in  the  anmincr  and  autnoin  of  1849,  aereral  of  the  schools  wm 
pended  for  two  months  or  more,  on  account  of  the  adiool-h 
being  occq>ted  as  cholera  hospitals,  so  that  the  nctaal  nontt 
half-day  sessions  of  the  school  for  the  year,  fell  below  400;  ud 
the  teacher  is  bound,in  making  out  his  annual  aTerage^to  use  tke  i 
480,  so  that,  while  this  annual  aTsrage  is  equal  and  eqnitabkti 
it  does  not  by  any  means  show  the  actual  attendance  in  the  d 
Ij  probably  three  per  cent.  Now,  if  we  apply  these  soppositi 
corrections,  and  deduct  ten  per  cent  from  the  106,790,  and  vel 
96,121  for  the  whole  number  taught;  and  then  adding  tbin 
cent  to  the  37,410,  we  haye  38,613  as  the  real  aTerage,  exch 
of  the  erening  schools,  the  normal  schools  and  the  free  acak 
If  these  were  added,  the  total  number  taught  would  be  104^ 
and  the  true  ayerage  attendance  would  be  41,500  in  all  tbe  pi 
achools  of  the  city. 

CoLoasD  PoPULAnON. 

Notwithstanding  the  great  amount  of  prejudice  in  a  portion  of: 
people  against  color,  and  the  increasing  numbers  of  fbgitirei 
ignorant  black  people  who  are  constantly  coming  into  the  citj,  r. 
beUered  that  New-York  has  made  more  ample  provisions  k* 
education  of  this  class  of  people  than  any  other  large  town  or  d 
in  the  world. 

The  Public  School  Society  have  had  in  their  schools,  iunn^i 

past  year,  of  this  class, - ^ 

The  Society  for  the  promotion  of  education  among  colored 

children,  have  had, - • 1 

The  ward  schools,  have  had---- - - * 

lie  Colored  Orphan  Asylum,  has  had --- H 

And  the  Alms  House  and  House  of  Refuge,  have  provided 

for  probably -- ' 

Making  a  total  of- - ¥ 

From  this  it  may  be  seen  that  the  city  of  New^York  bas  profH 
instruction  and  school  accommodations  for  about  one<^ighdi  of ■ 
whole  colored  population  of  the  city.  Besides  the  abore,  ^'^ 
supported,  during  17  weeks,  an  evening  school  for  colored  ptf** 
in  which  were  taught  217  persons. 
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SCHOOLS  IN  TBB  ORPHAN  ASTLUMS,  &rC.  , 

The  AsYi.vMS  of  the  city  continue,  with  their  accustomed  fidelity 
to  their  voluntarily  assumed  trust,  to  fulfil  the  purposes  of  their 
establishment — all  maintaining  schools.    They  are  as  follows,  viz: 

No.        AT«raffe 

taught,    attendance. 

The  Leake  and  Watts*  Orphan  House, 230  201 

New-York  Oryhan  Asylum, 160  125 

Roman  Catholic  Orphan  Asylum, —  353  330 

Colored  Orphan  Asylum, 269  167 

Roman  Catholic  Half  Orphan  Asylum, 161  13 

Protestant  Half  Orphan  Asylum, 275  182 

Female  Guardian  Society's  School, 207  74' 

Schools  for  Juvenile  Delinquents  in  the 
House  of  Refuge — two  admirably  conduct- 
ed schools,  691  346 

The  Institution  for  the  Blind,  with  many  adult  pupils— one  of  the 
purest  of  all  our  heaven-born  charities— -has  a  school  adapted  to  the 
,   peculiar  wants  of  its  pupils.     Its  whole  number  has  been  129,  with 
an  ayerage  of  80. 

The  Mechanics'  Society's  schools,  to  the  extent  only  of  their  free 
scholarships,  and  the  Hamilton  Free  School,  participate  in  the  school 
money. 

There  now  remains  no  excuse  for  utter  ignorance  in  any  portion 
of  our  youthful  population.  Its  existence,  in  those  who  have  been 
long  residents  of  the  city,  justifies  the  implication  of  criminal  neglect, 
either  on  the  part  of  the  child,  the  parent,  or,  in  case  of  orphanage, 
of  the  public  authorities.  It  is  a  happy  condition  of  society,  when 
every  member  is  alike  protected  and  cared  for.  The  questionable 
propriety  of  poor-laws  and  pauper  institutions  may  be  discussed  and 
controverted  by  political  economists  and  mental  speculators ;  but  it 
is  now  a  fully  recognized  Christian  duty,  beyond  controversy  in  our 
community,  that  the  poor  must  be  educated.  The  Common  ScaooL 
is  the  significant  and  appropriate  appellative  of  the  great,  pervading, 
and  fundamental  institution  of  the  State,  and  especially  of  the  city 
of  New-York. 
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DIDiraTBlAL   BBUCATION. 

I  hare  nerer  had  it  io  my  heart  to  find  fault  with  any  of'je 
oiphan  aqrlums  of  this  city.  They  are  all  emanations  of  lo? e  m 
CJhristian  sympathy  for  the  helpless  and  the  needy ;  bat  it  has  c^ 
struck  me,  in  seeing  with  what  zeal  and  assiduity  the  children  e 
fedi  and  taught,  and  exercised,  that  the  process  of  doing  good  \ 
them  would  be  carried  farther  by  giving  them  some  industrial  em- 
ployment for  a  few  hours  of  every  day.  Expense  of  their  atis- 
tenance  would  thus  be  diminished,  and  habits  of  industry  and  a  tr^ 
would  be  thus  given  to  them  early,  by  which  they  would  soon  becos 
self-sustaining  members  of  society.  All  the  children  in  the  Eom 
of  Refuge  are  taught  to  work  at  some  useful  employment ;  it 
pupils,  also,  in  the  Institution  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  are  tan^i: 
some  handicraft  business,  by  which  they  may  become  useful  meiibo 
of  society. 

In  the  Institution  for  the  Blind,  the  pupils  are  all  taught  a» 
industrial  occupation,  such  as  making  band-boxes,  baskets,  mits, « 
are  busied  at  some  other  in-doors  employment  suited  to  their  coa- 
dition.  It  is  really  wonderful  with  what  skill  and  adaptation  tk; 
apply  themselves  to  overcome  obstacles,  and  to  accomplish  whttenr 
they  undertake. 

The  blending,  in  the  education  of  these  persons  in  suitable  alteni- 
tion,  industrial  and  mental  instruction  and  employment,  tends  to  tk 
best  results,  as  can  be  abundantly  shown  by  citing  examples  oi 
numerous  individuals  who  have  been  educated  in  these  institutioK 
The  children  of  paupers  are  thus  raised  above  the  danger  of  becoo- 1 
ing  paupers  themselves.  The  children  of  dissolute  and  depredating  ' 
parents  are  made  capable  of  earning  their  own  living ;  and  (hoK 
sons  and  daughters  of  misfortune,  who  have  been  deprived  of  i 
sense,  are,  by  the  compensatory  means  of  their  industrial  educatioii 
^SQiade  comparatively  independent 

STATISTICS. 

The  statistical  returns  of  the  various  schools,  although  there  ban 
been  expended  both  time  and  pains  to  make  them  accurate,  are  still 
nnaatisfactory  in  regard  to  the  total  number  of  individuals  vrho  ban 
sttended  in  the  schools  during  some  portion  of  the  past  year.  Our 
schools  are  open  and  free  to  all  of  the  school  age,  without  regard  to 
<he  street  or  ward  in  which  they  reside.    The  migratory  cbaracter 
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and  disposition  to  change,  manifested  in  a  portion  of  the  people, 
operates  against  steady  and  regular  attendance,  and  prevents  the 
adjusting    and   maintaining  of  a  proper   equilibrium    among   the  ' 
schools.     A  good  board  of  supervision,  a  popular  teacher,  a  fine 
school  house  in  a  good  locality — or  perhaps  all  of  these  advantages 
combined — operate  to  give  undue  popularity  to  a  school,  and  there 
is  a  rush  of  children  to  it   beyond  its  capacity  to   accommodate. 
Another  school  is  erected  in  a  less  favorable  neighborhood  ;  has  a 
board  of  trustees  not  quite  familiar  with  their  duties ;  they  have, 
perhaps,  teachers  of  equal  acquirements  with  the  best,  but  lacking 
in  popular  address;   the  school  runs  down  in  numbers,  and  con- 
sequently in  public  character,  until  the  yearly  average  will  not  entitle 
it  to  draw  money  enough  to  keep  up  and  pay  a  good  corps  of 
teachers  ;  and  these  are  reduced  in  number  and  quality,  in  acconuno- 
dation  to  the  altered  fortunes  of  the  school.    It   is  to  be  regretted 
'    that  the  new  houses  are  often  speedily  filled  by  drawing  off  the 
scholars  from  the  old  ones.    This  evil  does  not  result  entirely  from 
there  being  two  rival  systems  in  operation ;  for  the  disparity  in  the 
average  attendance  of  the  different  ward  schools  is  more  remarkable 
'    than  elsewhere. 


IRRBOULARrrV  IN  ATTENDANCE. 

The  difference  between  the  whole  number  taught  and  the  actual 
average  attendance  is  so  great  as  to  require  some  explanation.     In 
some  favorable  localities,  there  is  a  regular  attendance  of  fifty  per 
centum  of  the  whole  number  of  admissions  for  the  year ;  but  in  other 
places,  where  the  majority  of   the  people  are  poor,  transient,  or 
temporary  in  their  residence,  the  per  centage  of  regular  attendance 
on  the  whole  admissions  for  the  year  will  be  less  than  twenty-five. 
In  schools  situated  in  neighborhoods  of  this  description,  the  numbers 
who  are  coming  and  going,  like  the  people  of  an  hotel,  are  greater 
than  the  regular  and  steady  attendants.     Where  a  large  proportion 
of  the  scholars  attend  the  school  only  for  a  few  successive  months, 
it  is  in  vain  to  look  for,  and  it  is  unjust  to  the  teachers  that  we 
should  expect,  that  degree  of  excellence  in  scholarship  that  is  pro- 
duced in  schools  of  better  and  more  permanently  settled  neighbor- 
hoods.   In  judging  of  and  comparing  schools,  the  palm  is  generally 
awarded  to  the  largest,  and  those  which  appear  the  most  respectable, 
and  are  in  possession  of  the  most  scholarship ;  but  in  making  a 
comparative  estimate  of  teachers,  the  drawbacks  and  obstacles  to 
which  we  have  here  referred  must  be  taken  bto  the  account    The 
plan  of  employing  a  ch^ap  teacher  for  a  poor  neighborhood  is  of 
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the  Teiy  enence  of  foUy,  and  cannot  be  too  severely  cmdoimed. 
School  houses  ought  to  be  in  good  neighborhoods  in  the  city,  tvaj 
from  bad  examples ;  but  if  houses  already  erected  are  othenriie 
located,  and  there  is  a  manifest  downward  tendenqr  in  the  fortoKi 
of  the  school,  every  countervailing  influence  in  the  power  of  &e 
school  officers  ought  to  be  brought  to  bear  for  the  sustaining  ui 
popularizing  such  school.  The  house  should  be  neat,  inviting,  vi 
ornamental ;  the  teachers  should  be  as  good  as  the  best  It  will  nA 
do — it  i%  not  economical  or  wise — to  appoint  a  man  or  woman  m 
teacher  in  one  of  these  schools  because  he  or  she  may  be  obtained 
cheap. 

SCHOOL    DISTRICTS. 

In  former  occasions  I  have  suggested  the  expediency  of  districtio^ 
the  city,  as  is  done  in  most  other  towns,  or  at  least  of  confining 
scholars  to  their  own  wards ;  but  this  cannot  be  speedily  aocooD- 
plished,  nor  perhaps  ever,  so  long  as  there  are  rival  organizations  of 
adiools,  overlaying  one  another,  and  each  in  competition  for  the 
same  scholars.  Some  of  the  ward  schools  are  on  the  very  borden 
of  the  wards,  and  do  not  depend  chiefly  upon  the  children  of  tk 
constituents  of  the  school  officers  of  the  ward  to  fill  their  school; 
and  the  schools  of  the  PuUic  School  Society  were  designed  for  the 
city  at  large,  and  are  located  entirely  irrespective  of  any  i^ 
limitations.  Scholars  or  parents  being  thus  privileged  to  select  any 
school  they  please,  it  is  not  strange  that  some  go  two  m^es  to 
school  I  and  that  large  houses,  which  will  conveniently  accommodate 
one  thousand  scholars  in  the  three  departments,  have,  some  of  tbem^ 
but  four  hundred,  and  some  of  them  have  sixteen  hundred. 

RBADINO  THE  SCBIPTUBES  IN  SCHOOLS. 

The  practice  of  opening  the  schools  by  reverently  reading  a  po^ 
tion  of  the  sacred  Scriptures,  is  in  general  use.  There  are,  howievtty 
some  few  exceptions — ^but  in  the  schools  where  this  good  catom 
prevails,  no  one  objects  ;  and  in  the  few  where  the  custom  docs  not 
prevail,  they  are  not  the  more  prosperous  on  that  account.  The 
coDunon  sentiment  of  the  community  is  in  favor  of  the  reading  of 
the  Bible  without  note  or  comment^  at  the  opening  of  the  schoob  ift 
th^  morning. 

SCHOOL  LIBRARIES. 

It  is  considered  by  the  most  intelligent  writers  on  ooounoo  0cbo<^ 
in  our  country,  that  the  school  system  of  the  Stale  of  New-York  ^ 
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one  of  the  best  in  the  country  ;  and  one  of  the  crowning  excellen- 
cies of  this  system,  is  the  school  libraries,  which  are  furnished  for 
all  the  district  schools  throughout  the  State.  The  Public  School 
Society's  schools,  and  most  of  the  corporate  schools  of  the  city,  are 
proYided  with  well  selected  libraries,  generally,  to  the  extent  of 
about  400  volumes  ;  but  I  am  mortified  to  write,  that  our  ward 
schools  are  an  exception  to  the  schools  of  the  whole  State.  They 
are  not  yet  provided  with  any  school  libraries. 

INCREASE    OF    POPULATION. 

The  vast  influi^  of  foreigners  into  our  midst  every  year,  from  the 
various  countries  of  Europe,  of  different  habits  and  divers  languages, 
-who  have  come  to  our  shores  for  an  asylum  and  a  home,  are  hereaf- 
ter to  become  part  and  parcel  of  society  with  us.  No  stinted  or 
illiberal  policy  with  regard  to  the  establishment  and  support  of 
schools,  wherein  the  children  of  these  immigrants  may  be  educated 
in  the  language  and  polity  of  the  country,  would  be  wise  in  us  or 
generous  to  them.  Our  board  of  education  and  our  school  officers, 
in  general,  have  been  the  fair  exponents  of  public  sentiment  with 
regard  to  the  extension  of  school  accommodations  for  the  immigrant 
children,  who,  in  these  schools,  are  fast  assimilating  with  those  who 
are  natives  of  the  country.  It  is  not  surprising,  that  persons  who 
are  educated  under  the  influence  of  foreign  monarchies  or  hierarchies, 
or  whose  aristocratic  associations  and  preferences  have  kept  them  in 
utter  ignorance  of  the  true  basis  of  society,  should  he  alarmed  at  the 
equalizing  process  which  is  effected  by  a  system  of  free  schools;  but 
it  is,  perhaps,  a  little  surprising,  that  a  few  miserly  rich  noten,  or  bi- 
goted poor  men,  who  have  children  to  be  educated,  can  be  found, 
or  can  be  induced  to  come  up  to  the  ballot  boxes  to  vote  down  a 
law  that  provides  for  the  instruction  of  the  children  of  the  one,  and 
the  protection  of  the  property  of  the  other.  The  education  of  the 
whole  people,  is  a  necessary  Americanizing  process,  in  order  to  the 
perpetuating  and  making  stable  the  government  of  our  free  country 

GOOD  READING. 

Good  reading  is  a  rare  accomplishment,  which  cannot  be  acquired 
without  much  time  and  effort ;  and  there  are  but  few  good  readers  in 
any  community,  either  in  the  schools  or  out  of  them.  My  experi- 
ence and  acquaintance  with  schools,  however,  will  not  allow  me  to 
pronounce  that  the  children  in  our  schools,  especially  in  some  of  the 
best  girls'  schools,  are  comparatively  bad  readers.  On  the  conti  aiy, 
9om€  of  the  best  readers  I  ever  heard  in  any  schools,  are  in  tbcat 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


122  [Assembly 

sclioos.  That  this  not  uniTersally  true,  is  to  be  regretted  ;  as  good 
readiDg  is  undoubtedly  the  most  useful  branch,  and  the  highest  ao 
complishmen  tsever  acquired  in  a  common  school. 

PENMANSHIP. 

The  teachers  who  have  been  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  the 
city,  are,  almost  without  exception,  good  writers.  In  general,  writ- 
ing-masters are  not  employed  in  our  schools.  Many  works  are  pub- 
lished, professing  to  reduce  this  art  to  a  science,  having  geometrical 
accuracy  in  its  proportions;  but  in  practical  results,  these  professors 
are  greatly  inferior  to  the  mercantile  clerks,  the  engravers,  and  oth- 
ers, who  have  taste  to  relish  the  curves  of  beauty.  These  are  the 
real  law-givers  of  fashion  in  this  almost  divine  art  A  commercial 
people  generally  write  well  ;  and  this  is  eminently  true  in  the 
schools  of  New-York. 

AErrHMETIC. 

This  is  another  ^commercial  branch  that  is  well  attended  to  ;  and 
there  is  a  great  deal  of  practical  instruction  and  illustration  upon  the 
black-boards  in  our  schools,  that  is  given  quite  irrespective  of  any 
author's  book.  There  is,  however,  no  lack  of  good  works  on  the 
subject  of  arithmetic,  in  our  schools. 

BOOK-KEEPING. 

Very  little  time  is  spent,  in  recent  years,  in  giving  instruction  to 
boys  in  book-keeping,  beyond  what  may  be  called  its  first  principles. 
Boys,  having  learned  writing  and  arithmetic  well,  go  into  a  count- 
ing-house with  a  good  book-keeper,  where  theory  and  practice  are 
united  ;  and  the  thing  is  sooner  and  better  accomplished  than  it  can 
be  in  school.  There  are,  however,  some  good  teachers  of  book- 
keeping in  our  common  schools. 

TBUANCT  AND   ABSENCE. 

It  will  be  observed,  from  our  tabular  statements,  that  there  is  a 
great  disparity  between  the  number  whose  names  have  been  entered 
at  school  and  the  actual  average  attendance.  This  is  sometimes 
owing  to  a  change  of  the  population  of  a  neighborhood  ;  sometimes 
to  a  change  of  scholars  from  the  same  family — one  being  kept  at 
home  while  another  attends — each  by  alternation  enjoying  the  privi- 
lege of  the  school  ;  and  sometimes  by  a  vagrant  truancy,  unchedced 
by  parental  care  and  solicitude.    There  are  few  persons,  except  those 
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who  have  familiarized  themselves  with  teaching,  who  fully  appreci- 
ate the  evils  of  tardiness  and  frequent  absence.  The  educational 
process  is  a  gradual  work.  Every  successive  link  is  connected  with 
another  ;  and  it  is  a  serious  hindrance  to  progress,  to  have  a  conse- 
cutive series  of  lessons  on  any  science  interrupted  or  broken.  The 
irreguUr  scholar  finds,  to  his  cost,  that  he  has  thrown  obstacles  in 
his  own  path.  He  has  lost  the  company  of  the  good  and  regular 
student,  who  has  gone  on  and  left  him.  He  gives  up  the  contest, 
and  lapses  into  indifference  ;  and,  if  not  properly  watched,  often 
into  idleness,  and  sometimes  into  absolute  vagrancy. 

SCH00L*H0USE8. 

There  has  been  some  progress  made  in  school  architecture,  and 
the  number  of  houses  is  constantly  on  the  increase  in  this  city. 
Since  my  last  annual  report,  a  large,  commodious,  and  expensive 
house  in  20th  street,  in  the  18th  ward,  has  been  finished,  and  is 
occupied  by  about  1,400  children;  also,  another  exceedingly  well- 
arranged  house  has  been  built,  and  is  in  use,  in  125th  street,  Harlem. 
There  is  also,  one  in  Greenwich  Avenue,  in  the  9th  ward;  and  ano- 
ther in  process  of  erection  in  Allen-street,  in  the  10th  ward.  Ap- 
propriations have  also  been  made  for  the  purchase  of  lots  of  ground, 
for  the  erection  of  two  other  large  houses — one  in  the  5th  ward, 
and  the  other  in  the  16th  ward.  There  is,  obviously,  a  desire  on 
the  part  of  the  board  of  education  to  multiply  educational  facilities 
commensurate  with  the  amazing  increase  of  the  city. 

LSNOTH  OF  SCHOOLS. 

This  phrase,  so  much  a  matter  of  discussion  in  many  parts  of  the 
country,  is  not  heard  amongst  us.  Our  schools  are  invariably  con- 
tinued throughout  the  year,  with  the  exception  of  a  vacation  of  four 
weeks,  in  the  month  of  August.  I  cannot  but  think,  it  would  be 
for  the  permanent  interest  of  the  State,  if  schools  were  maintained 
for  9  or  10  months  in  every  school  district  having  40  or  50  children, 
in  other  parts  of  the  State. 

8ALAKIB8  OF  TBACHERA. 

Under  this  head,  I  do  not  propose  to  discuss  the  question  of  how 
much  or  how  little  a  good  a  teacher  should  receive;  but  I  think  it 
well,  so  to  equalize  persons  of  equal  merit  and  equal  service,  as  that 
there  appear  no  unjust  disparity  or  invidious  discriminations  in  the 
amount  paid  to  different  teachers  of  the  same  grade. 
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The  Pablic  School  Society  still  continue  their  normal  school,  s 
mentioned  in  my  last  report.  They  have  about  200  yonthrol  tead- 
era,  completing  their  professional  studies,  in  these  schools,  which  are 
taught  for  two  hours  fiye  evenings  in  the  week,  for  males,  and  every 
Saturday  for  female  teachers.  These  schools  are  not  at  present  con- 
fined to  the  teachers  of  the  Society's  schools. 

BVENINO   SCHOOLS. 

These  schools,  since  their  recent  re-organization  under  the  board 
of  education,  have  been  successful  for  three  years.  During  17  weeks 
of  the  last  autumn  and  winter,  there  were  maintained  eighteen  oi 
these  schools — ^twelve  for  males,  five  for  females,  and  one  for  colored 
males.  In  these  schools  were  taught  7,638  persons,  of  whom  2,570 
were  over  16  years  of  age.  In  these  schools  were  employed  56  male 
and  27  female  teachers,  and  3  male  teachers  for  the  colored  school 

Whole  number  of  white  males,     5,255 
Do        do  do     females,  2,166 

Do        do  colored  males,      217 

7,638  2,490 

Large  numbers  enter  their  names  as  scholars  in  theee  schools,  who 
attend  very  little.  The  fact  that  the  school  is  free,  induces  many  to 
come  in  who  would  not  attend  a  pay  school;  and  causes  many  to  be 
irregular,  just  because  it  is  fretj  and  ihtrtfort  undervalued. 

DISCIPLINE   AND  GOVERNMENT. 

Years  ago,  when  public  schools  were  on  the  now  exploded  Lsn- 
casterian  plan; — when  hundreds  of  children  were  assembled  wai 
taught  in  one  immense  room  by  class  monitors,  the  school  was  of 
course  something  like  the  despotic  government  of  a  military  camp. 
Infringemeuts  of  the  law  of  order  were  visited  with  quick  retrab«- 
tion,  and  there  was  of  necessity  both  harshness  and  severity  in  the 
government  of  a  school;  but  when  the  same  number  of  scholars  are 
cantoned  off,  with  every  class  its  room  and  its  teacher,  as  in  the  im- 
proved schools  of  the  present  day,  severe  corrections  are  not  often 
necessary,  and  are  not  much  resorted  to.  There  may,  perhaps,  be 
cases  in  which  austerity  or  petulance  may  have  caused  teacheis  to 
offend  against  the  law  of  love;  but  there  are  probably  quite  as  many 
who  adopt  the  more  objectionable  method  of  using  flattery  rather 
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than  authority.  These  extremes  in  the  matter  of  g^ovemment,  are 
neither  of  them  verj  common.  Moral  influences  are  more  used. 
The  dignity  of  the  example  of  self-government  aids  a  teacher  yery 
much  in  the  government  of  others.  The  teacher's  manners  are  ob* 
served  and  imitated.    His  faults  and  his  virtues  are  contagious. 

TBACHSBS  LIOBNSD, 

I  have  examined  and  granted  certificates  of  qualification  to  84 
male  and  to  98  female  teachers  during  the  past  year.  A  large  part 
of  these  were  for  subordinate  places  as  assistant  teachers;  and  Uieir 
certificates,  by  reason  of  their  inexperience  or  limited  acquirements, 
were  so  graded.  Only  31  of  the  highest  grade  have  been  granted; 
of  these,  16  were  male  and  16  female  teachers.  Many  of  our  best 
teachers  are  females,  and  they  follow  the  business  of  teaching,  pro* 
fessionally,  for  a  series  of  years;  but  this  is  rather  the  exception 
than  the  rule.  A  larger  proportion  of  them  go  into  teaching  as  a 
matter  of  temporary  expediency;  and  the  average  time  of  continu- 
ance in  this  employment  is  not  probably  more  than  three  years. 

PtKB  ACAD£MT. 

Some  of  the  teacheis  in  the  common  schools,  besides  the  ordinary 
routine  of  their  regular  exercises,  have  found  time  and  means  to 
provide  instruction,  to  the  more  advanced  scholars,  in  natural  science, 
and  in  chemical  and  philosophical  experiments* 

These  efibrts  ought  undoubtedly  to  be  encouraged.  A  great  ma- 
jority of  our  scholars  finish  their  education  in  the  common  schools. 
A  small  proportion,  perhaps  not  one  in  every  twenty,  design  to  enter 
the  free  academy  or  any  other  high  school  or  college.  The  nineteen 
are  to  be  merdiants,  mechanics,  artisans,  agriculturists,  clerks,  or 
mariners;  and  the  schools  fail  to  fulfil  the  purpose  of  their  institu* 
tion,  if  they  do  not  open  the  minds  of  such,  to  desire  something 
beyond  the  most  common  elementary  branches.  The  free  academy 
will  never  succeed  the  better  by  having  the  common  schools  limited 
to  low  studies;  but  on  the  contrary,  will  flourish  and  command  re- 
spect, just  in  proportion  as  higher  studies  are  encouraged  and  appre- 
ciated in  the  common  school.  In  general,  there  is  nothing  gained 
by  hurrying  boys  of  twelve  years  of  age  into  a  regular  course  of 
collegiate  studies;  nor  is  it  economical  to  send  boys  to  a  free  aca- 
demy to  learn  rudiments  which  are,  or  ought  to  be,  as  well  taught 
in  tbe  common  schools.  The  dignity  and  usefulness  of  the  free  ac^ 
demy  and  the  interests  of  the  schools,  and  of  sound  learning  in  the 
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communitji  will  be  the  best  consulted  wben  the  lower  schools  are 
found  promoting  pupils  to  the  advanced  classes  of  the  academy. 

FREE    SCHOOLS. 

It  is  commonly  expected  of  a  New-England  superintendent  of 
schools,  when  the  subject  of  free  schools  is  under  consideration,  that 
he  will  run  off  into  an  eulogy  upon  the  pilgrims,  Ma^achusetts,  and 
the  fathers  who  settled  these  Eastern  States.  I  have  often  thought 
that  these  eulogiums  were  more  faithful  to  the  filial  reverence  which 
is  due  to  the  good  men  who  were  our  ancestors,  than  to  the  veritftUe 
history  of  the  early  days  of  the  common  schools.  As  a  son  of  New* 
England,  I  claim  to  know  something  of  their  educational  institutions. 
Their  colleges  and  higher  seminaries  of  learning  have  always  been 
among  the  best  in  this  country,  and  they  have  contributed  in  a  great 
degree  to  make  and  sustain  a  respect  among  the  people  for  learning. 
Common  schools  have  been  taught  from  time  immemorial  in  the  dis- 
trict school  houses,  for  about  three  months  in  the  winter,  by  students, 
and  by  other  young  men  of  various  callings,  who  were  but  partially 
educated,  and  that  partial  education  having  but  little  if  any  reference 
to  teaching,  A  long  vacation  ensued,  and  the  school  passed  into 
the  hands  of  some  young  woman,  who  tried  her  skill  for  the  first  time 
in  the  line  of  instruction.  In  this  way  a  school  was  kept  for  half 
the  year,  without  much  of  professional  skill  or  system  about  it.  But 
it  was  so  much  better  than  no  school ;  so  much  better  than  was  done 
in  some  other  parts  of  the  country,  that  sons,  ''  to  the  manor  bom," 
have  written  and  published  laudatory  chronicles  of  the  teachers, 
until  they  are  now  almost  fulsome.  The  truth  is,  there  is  to  this  day 
no  perfected  system  of  common  school  education  in  this  country. 
That  of  the  State  of  New- York  is  probably  the  best,  and  thai  is 
very  far  from  being  what  it  ought  to  be. 

It  is,  perhaps,  not  so  important  that  the  school  should  be  abso- 
lutely free,  as  that  it  should  embrace  within  its  salutary  iiifluences 
the  instruction  of  the  whole  youthful  population.  In  some  countries, 
as  in  Prussia,  it  has  been  found  that  assessing  a  small  school  tax 
upon  every  child  of  the  school  age,  (from  7  to  14,)  whether  the 
child  attend  school  or  not,  produced  a  larger  average  attendance  than 
a  school  entirely  free,  leaving  the  attendance  voluntary  and  optional. 
Seven  years  of  every  child  is  said  to  be  due  to  the  school. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  the  Hon.  H.  Barnard,  the  able  superintendent 
of  Connecticut,  and  many  others,  that  paying  a  small  6um  makes 
parents  have  a  higher  appreciation  of  the  school,  and  they  are  more 
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likely  to  send  their  children  regularly  to  it,  than  if  the  8<ihool  were 
made  absolutely  free.  We  cannot  fail  to  feel  respect  for  this  desire 
of  a  people  to  pay  fpr  what  they  use,  and  to  use  it  all  the  more 
freely  because  they  pay  for  it  A  system  of  taxation,  to  be  perfectly 
equitable,  ought  to  be  so  distributed  among  the  various  interests  of 
the  community  which  are  to  be  benefited  by  it,  as  to  draw  from  each 
a  return  for  the  good  received.  The  doctrine  that  the  property  of 
the  State  must  pay  for  the  education  of  the  children  of  the  State,  is 
a  sort  of  admitted  truism,  which  is  susceptible,  however,  of  sundry 
explications.  To  say  that  one  man  has  a  right  to  another  man's 
money,  to  educate  the  children  of  the  former,  or  for  any  other  pur- 
pose, is  not  true ;  but  for  the  State  to  say  that  property  shall  be 
taxed  for  the  benefit  of  the  community  in  which  it  is,  and  to  increase 
the  security  of  the  property  itself,  is  true  beyond  all  dispute. 

There  is  no  one  item,  in  all  our  catalogue  of  public  burdens, 
which  ought  to  be  hailed  with  so  much  tolerance  and  favor  as  that 
which  goes  to  educate  the  youthful  population.  Education  prevents 
and  diminishes  crime,  gives  security  to  property,  lessens  the  expense 
of  poor-rates,  hospitals,  prisons,  and  police  establishments.  It  dis- 
pels the  gloomy  superstitions  of  ignorance ;  it  evokes  the  innate 
energies  of  genius ;  it  quickens  and  refines  human  enjoyments ;  and 
it  subordinates  the  mighty  physical  agencies  of  nature,  which  it  finds 
out  and  applies  to  the  service  and  comfort  of  man. 

A  liberal  policy  would  then  seem  to  commend  itself  to  every  good 
citizen  in  behalf  of  this  beneficent  instrumentality.  It  is  the  behest 
of  wisdom  that  the  common  elements  of  necessary  knowledge  be 
made  universally  free.  This  is  the  common  sentiment  of  the  people 
of  New-York.  The  light  of  Heaven  and  the  pure  water  from  the 
mountain  are  free,  for  both  man  and  beast,  in  all  parts  of  the  coun- 
try where  the  works  of  God  remain  undisturbed.  In  this  crowded 
city,  the  princely  tax  payers  delight  humbly  to  imitate  the  munifi- 
cence of  Heaven  ;  and  we  see,  when  night  comes  on,  a  bright  arti- 
ficial light  in  all  our  streets  ;  the  pure  gushing  waters  are  in  the 
free  hydrants  at  the  comers  ;  and  the  free  schools  are  telling,  day 
and  night,  in  all  parts  of  the  city.  No  rich  man  sleeps  the  worse 
for  hb  liberality  ;  and  every  poor  man  loves  his  county  the  more  by 
reason  of  its  unsurpassed  privileges. 

RANK   AND  PAV  OF  TEACHERS, 

The  principal  teachers  in  our  schools,  are  generally  mature  in  age 
and  skilful  in  their  business,  having  reached  their  position  through 
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a  regular  coarse  of  disciplinary  experience  and  training  ;  and  tliose 
who  are  in  subordinate  places,  are  many  of  them  laboring  in  expec- 
tancy of  promotion.  The  200  Schools  are  taught  by  973  teacheis. 
Their  relative  rank  may  be  judged  by  the  amount  of  salary  reoeired, 
tvhich  varies  with  the  male  teacheis  from  one  to  twelve  hundred 
dollars  ;  and  with  the  female  teachers  from  fifty  to  five  hundred 
dollars  a  year.  The  pay  is  increased,  in  many  instances,  beyond 
these  sums,  by  extra  allowances  for  services  performed  by  teadieis, 
in  the  Normal  and  Evening  Schools. 

SCHOOL  OFFICERS. 

The  schools  are  under  the  care  and  supervision  of  373  offioeis, 
including  commissioners,  inspectors,  and  public,  ward  and  corporate 
trustees,  who  have,  with  few  exceptions,  watched  over  and  directed 
their  operations  with  commendable  fidelity.  I  have  made  782  visits 
to  the  schools  during  the  year,  for  inspection  and  examination^  and 
am  happy  to  report,  that  they  have  increased  in  number  ;  the  hooses 
have  been  improved  in  their  arrangements  and  accommodatioiiSy 
and  both  school  officers  and  teachers  have,  in  general,  manifested  a 
commendable  zeal  for  the  promotion  of  the  cause  of  common  school  ed- 
4ication  in  the  community. 

All  of  which  is  most  respectfully  submitted  : 

JOSEPH  McKEEN, 

SuperinUndefd  of  Common  Schooli,JW  the 
City  and  Couniy  of  JVW-Fofife. 

New-York,  Nov.  1st,  1850. 
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